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BtepfaUxer of th^ deceased Coojc, ffives his eyi.- 
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-. atthe Talbot)— Samuel Che8hire(latepostmast«r 
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(surgeon at Glasgow Infirmarv)— Dr. J. Patter- 
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«f the College of Physicians j and which nearly 
occupied the attention of the Court the whole 
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condudea. Dr. G. O. Rees, Professor Brands, 
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Jackson's evidence.— Daniel Scully Bergen 
(chief superintendent of poUce at Stafiord) — 
Heiuy Augustus Deane (of the firm of Chubb 
Deane and Chubby Gray's Inn)— John Espin 
(solicitor)— William Bamford (surgeon at 
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John Armshaw (attorney at Rugeley)— John 
Wallbank (butcher at RugeIey)-^ohn SpUlbuiy 
(StafToidshlrs farmer)— Mr. Strawbridfre (of 
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ingham . 76—821 
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fence .....'. , . . as— HI 

EIGHTH DAY.-Mat 22. 

Mr. Thomas Nunneley (Professor of Surgery at 
the Leeds School of Medicine) was the first 
evidence submitted for the Defence.— He wm 
followed by Mr. William Herapath (professor . 
of Chemistry and Toxicology)— Mr. Bogeis' 
(profesiM>r of Chemistry at 6t. George's School 
of Medicine)— Dr. Henry Lotheby (Medical 
Officer of Health to the City of London}— '' 
and Mr. R. B. Guy (member of the Royal '*■ 
College of Surgeons) whpse testimony closed .« 
the proceedings of the day . . . 118—128'' 
. NINTH DA Y.-tMat 28. 

Evidence for the Defence waa <n>ened by the 
examination of Mr. J. fi. Roaa (house-sxogeon 
to the London Horoital); followed by Mr. Ry- 
n&n Mantell (also House-surgeon to the Lou- 
don Hospital>-Dr. Wrightson (pupil of Liebig's) 
— ProfiBssor Partridge (Professor of Anatomy 
in King's College)--Mr. John G^ (Surgeon to 
the Royal Free Hospital)— Dr. W. Macdonald 
(licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons of 
Bdinbuiwh)— Dr. Balnbridge (medical officer to 
St. Martin's Workhouse)--Mr. Edward Austin 
Steddy (Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, and of Chatham)— Dr. Geoive Robin- 
son (phyidoian to the Newcastle-on-Tyne Dis- 
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—and Catherine Watson (of Gamkirk), whose 
evidence closed the proceedhigs of the nnith 
day 124-m 

TENTH DAY.-Mat 24. - 

Henry Matthews (inspector of police at the 
Buston-square railway station) was the first 
person examined this day— Joseph Foster 
(fhrmer and grazier at Sibbertoft)— George 
Myatt (saddler at Rugeley)— Jeremiah Smith 
(attorney at Rugeley) whoso examination 
doeed the evidence for the Defence.— The 
Attobhkt Gbheral's reply wound up the 
day . . . ; 

ELEVENTH DAY,— Mat 26. 
The Lol^D Chxkf Justice commenced this day 
with his summing up the case to the JuBt, 
and commented on the whole of the Evidence 
for the Prosecution, when the Court ad- 
journed 100-175^ 

TWELFTH AND LAST DAY.-Mat 27. 

The Loan Cbikw Justics resumed his summing 
up, which he closed at eighteen minutes after 
two.— The case' was left in the hands of the 
JuRT, who^ after retiring for one hour and 
seventeen minutes, return with their Yxbdict. 
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CENTRAL CRIMINAL COURT. 

FIRST DAY.— May 14, 1856. 

The long-deferred trial of William Palmer, which, owinj; to the necessity of passing 
a special act of Parliament to enable it to take place in this court, had been delayed for 
a period of several months since the finding of a true bill by the Grand Jury of Stafford** 
shire, commenced to-day at the Old Bailey ; and, notwithstanding the interval which 
has elapsed since this extraordinary case was first brought under the notice of the 
pubUc, the intense interest and excitement which it then occasioned seemed in no 
degree to have abated. Indeed^ if the applications for admission to the court which 
were made So soon as the trial was appointed, and the eager endeavours of large crowds 
to gain an entrance to-day, majr be regarded as a criterion of the public anxiety upon 
the progress and issue of the trial, the interest would seem to have augmented rather 
than diminished. 



THE TRI^L OF WILLIAM PALMEE. 

At a very early hour every entrance to the court was besieged by persons of respect- 
able appearance, who were favoured with cards giving them a right of entrance. 
Without such cards no admittance could on any pretence be obtained, and even the 
fortunate holders of them found that they had many difficulties to overcome, and many 
stern janitors to encounter, before an entrance to the much-coveted precincts could be 
obtained. On the wtole, however, the arrangements of the Under-oherifFs Stone and 
Ross were excellent, and, although there may be individual cases of complaint, as there 
always will' be when delicate and important functions have to be performed with firm- 
ness, it is but justice to testify to the general completeness and propriety of the regu- 
lations which the Sheriffs had laid down. 

Among the distinguished persons who were present at the opening of the Court 
were the Earl of Derby, Earl Grey, the Marquis of Anglesea, Lord Lucso, Lord 
Denbigh, Prince Edward of Saxe Weimar, Lord W. Lennox, Lord G. G. Lettaox, and 
Lord H. Lennox., The Lord Advocate of Scotland sat by the side of the AttoiBey- 
General during the triaU 

At iive minutes to ten oVIock the learned Judges, Lord Chief Justice Campliell, 
Mr. Baron Alderson, and Mr. Justice Cresswell, accompanied by the Lord Mayor, 
and Aldermen Sir G. Carroll, Humphrey, Sir R. ^Y. Carden, Finnis, Sir F. G. Moon, 
and Sidney, Mr. Sheriff Kennedy, Mr. Sheriff Rose, Mr. Under-Sheriff Stone^ and 
Mr. Undec-Sherifif Rose, took their seats on the bench. 

The prisooar, William Palmer, was immediately placed in the daek ; and to ^ 
indictment which chai^gtd him with the wilful murder of John P^urso&s Cook, mhtk 
died at Rufeley upon the 2 1st of November last, be pleaded, in a clear, low, M 
perfecyy audible and distinct tone, ^* Not Ourlty.'^ The prisoner is described in tkt. 
Calendar a» *' William Vahoier, 31, snr^eimy of superior degree of inMjPufition.'' Iri 
«{^pe»nuice Palmer is nKieli older, and, although there are no marks of care atool ] 
hss fiM^e, there are the aei expression and rounded frame which beloas U9 the man of 
^ty or forty-five. His eountenanee is clear and open, tW forehead htigk, the eon- 
plexioti ruddy, and the general impression which one would form fe6m his appeantaec 
would be rather fkvourable than otherwise, although hi» featoree are of a commoa 
and somewhat meaa cast. There ia certainty nothing to indicate to the ordimfT 
observer the presence either of ferpeity or cunning, and one would expect to find in 
him more of the boon companion than the subtle adversary. His manner was re- 
markably calm and collected throi>ghout the whole of the day. It was altogether 
devoid of bravado, but was respectful and attentive, and was calculated to create a 
favourable impression. He frequently conversed with Mr. Smith, his professional 
adviser, and remained standing until the close of the speech for the prosecutioD, 
when at his request his counsel asked that he might be permitted to sit — an appUcation 
which was at once acceded to by Lord Campbell. 

The counsel tn^godin the cas^'were :-i-T4e Attorney-General, Mr. E. James^Q.C, 
Mr. Bodkin, Mr. Welsby, and Mr. Hudilestone, for the Crown; and Mr* Serjeant 
Shee, Mr. Grove, Q.C., Mr. Gray, and Mr. Kenealy, for the prisoner. 

A most respectable jury having been empanelled, and all the witnesses, with the 
exception of the medical men, having been ordered out of court, 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL 
proceeded, amid 'breathless silence, to open the ease on the part of the prosecution. He said- 
Gentlemen of the jury, the duty you are, called upon to discharge is the most solemn which a 
man can by possibility have to perform— it is to bk- ia judgment and to decide an issue oq 
\?hich depends the life of a fellow human being who stai^ds charged with the highest crime for 
which a naan can be arraigned before a worldly tribunal. I am sure that I need not ask your 
i«0Bt att^ti'iiMis. ami tarnest attention to suob a case ; but there is oae tbiag. I feel it inowubAat oa 
me to Bvgtt uponyou* Tht pecntiar circunMtaoioesof'ihis case hatve given it a profoaad and paiafsl 
interest thronghout the wbolfl.coimlary. There |s scarcely a maai perhaps, who .has not come 
t9!S][HoeQ«)i»eki9ion.QB (be )i»tte which yqa are. bow |o decide, AUt thv- det^^ have been 
saised on wiib eager avi4i'tiy» and thct4 ia,. perhaps, no ono who is fiot- mora or less acquainted 
^ith those details. Standing here as a ministyfr of josticey with-i^o interest and no, desire SRve 
that justice shall be done impartially, I feel it ioxjumbent on me to wiarn you not to allow any 
preconceived opinion to operate on your judgment this day. Your (tutjr — ^your bounden daty— 
is to try this case according to the evidence which shall be brought before yoQ, and accord- 
ing to that alone. You mast discard from your minds an\ thing that you may have read or 
heard, or' any opinioU that you fiaay haire formed. If the evidence shall Satisfy you oftbs 
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prisoner's gailt, yon will discharge your daty to society, to your eoosoiesxtes, and to the oaths 
which yoa have taken, by Tearle^Bly pronouncing your rerdict aceordiiigly ; but if the evidence 
fail to produce a reasonable contiction of guilt in your minds, God forbid that the scule of 
justice should be inclined against the prisoner by anything of prejodioe or preconceived' 
opinion. My duty, ^gentlemen, will be a simple one. It will be %o lay before you the facta 
on which the proaecution is baaed^ and ia doing so I must ask for your ttost patient atten- 
tion. Tbey are of a somewh^ eofnplieated character, and they range Ofver a considerable 
period of time, so that it Irill be aeoesaary, not merely to look to circumstances which 
are immediately connected v^^ the accusation, but to go back to matters of an 
antecedent date. T Biay tat^ly say, however, that, ia my eonscieiioe) I betteve there ia 
not a fact to wfaioh I *m dbont to ask your p«6ent attenttoa which has not an 
immediate «nd moat importMit bearing oa this case. I'he prisoner at the bar, Willlun Palmer 
was by prof<psei<m a mtiaoal practitioner, and he carried on thst profession in the town of 
Rng^ey, in Staffordshire, lor aeveral y«ara. Is later years, however, he became addicted to 
turf pursuits, which gradiially drew off his attention and weaned him from his profession. 
Within the last two or three years he made over his business to a persoa BSHned T^irlby, 
israaerly his assistant, who now carries it on. Ia the coarse of his pursuits eoaiwctod willi the 
tarf. Palmer became intimate with tlie man whote death forma the subject of this inquiry — ^Mr. 
Mm Baraona Cook. 

Htmi Mr. Cook was a young man of decent family, who originally bad been intended for the ' 
prsfeaaion of the law. He warn articled to a solieitor ; bat 9fter a time, ittberiiinf some praperty, 
tothe esteot, I think, of some ;^2,000 or;^15,000^ he ababdoned the iaborioas prafeniimof 
the law, and betook himself also to the tnrf. He kofit racehorses, and betted coa Mdor abiy ; and 
in tiie coarse of his liberations he became much connected and familiarly hitfaaa t e wa<th the 
piisoaer Wtiiiam Palmer. It is for 6ie murder of that Mr. John Parsons Gaokthat liie yr iaoBe r » 
itiMfo iadidtod to-day, the chsrge against him bdag that he.^eok away «h«t asan'a life bf 
' InjImiu. It will be neeessary to show yoa the circumstances in which the priaoaer Palmer ana 
then placed, and the position in which he stood relatively to the deoeaaed Cook. It will be 
ioiposvHile Uioroaghly to understand diis Cise in all its beariags without those oiroamstaiioea 
beijig Imd before you, and it will be necessary, therefore, that I should go into them partioalaily« 
The cue which, on the part of the prosecution, I have to ai^e against Palmer is this — Lhit, 
betng ia desperate circumstanoes, with ruin, disgrace, and punishment staring bias in the face, 
whidi could only be. averted by means of money, he took advantage of his intimacy with Cook, 
when Cock had become the winner of a considerable sum, to destroy him, in order to ol>taia 
possession of his 4Doney. Out of the circumstances of Palmer at that time arose, as we say, the 
motive which induced him to commit this crime. If I show yon upon evidence which can leave 
no reasonable doubt in your minds that he committed that crime, motives become a matter of 
secondary importance. Nevertheless, in inquiries of this kind, it is natural and right to look' to 
see what may have been the motives by which a man has been induced to commit the crime 
charged against him ; and if we find strong motives, the more readily shall we be led to believe 
in the^probability of the crime having been committed ; but if we find an absence of motive the 
probability is the other way.. In this <^ase, the motive will be matter for serious consideration ; 
and inasmuch as the circumstances out of which we say that the motive arose come first in order 
of time, I will deal with them before I come to that which is the more immediate subject matter 
of our inquiry. It seems to me that it would be most convenient that I should follow the chro- 
nological order of events, and I will therefore pursue that course. It appears that as early as 
the year 1853 Palmer had got into difficulties, and that he began to raise money upon bills. In 
1854 his circumstances became worse, and he was at that time indebted to different persons in 
a large sum of money. He then bad recourse to an exf)edient which it is importaat that I 
should bring before you ; but, as it will become necessary for me to detail to you triinsactions 
iQ?olving fraud, and, what is worse, forgery, I wish to make a few observations to you before I 
detail those transactions. ' 

Although I am aniiioas, where I feel it to be absolutely necessary for the elucidation of lihe 
troth., that those circumstances should be brought before you, I wish that they should not haVe 
more than their fair and legftimate weight. You must not allow them to prejudice -your minds 
against the prisoner with reference to that which" is the real matter of inquiry. T cannot avofd 
bringing them forward j but I would anxiously caution you and pray you not to allow any pre- 
judice by reasor) of those transactions to operate against the prisoner; for, though a man may 
be guilty of fraud and forgery, it does not follow, therefore, that he is guilty of murder. 

Among the bills oa which Palmer raised money in 1853 was one for £2^000 ^ which he hid 
dispounted by a person namied Padwick. That bill bore the acceptance of Sarah Palmer, the 
mother of the prisoner. She was, and is, a woman of considerable property, and her sicceptance 
being believed to be genuine, was a security upon which money could be readily raised. The 
prisoner furged that acceptance,. and that was, if not the first, at all events one of the earliest 
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transactions of that nature by mbans of which for along period of time money was obtained 
by Iiim upon bills, with his mother's acceptance forged by him. . This shows how, when things 
came to a climax and he found himself involved in a position of great pepl and emergency, he 
had recourse to a desperate expedient to avoid the consequences which seemed inevitably to 
^ress upon him. He owed in 1854 a very large sum of money. On the 29th of September in 
^that year his wife died. He had effected an insurance upon her life for j^l3,000, and the 
proceeds of that iosurance were realised, and by means of them he discharged some of hi; naost 
pressing liabilities. In dealing with a portion of these liabilities he employed a gentleman 
named Pratt, a solicitor in London, who was in the habit of discounting bills. Mr. Pratt 
received from him ;^8,000, and Mr. Wright, a solicitor of Birmingham, received ^5,000; and 
with those two sums j^l3,000 of debt was disposiied of; but that still left. Palmer with consider- 
able liabitilies, and among other things, the bilLof ;^2,000, which was discounted by Padwick, 
remained unpaid. In the course of the same year he effected an insurance on his brother'i 
life, and upon the strength of that policy Palmer proceeded to issue fresh bills, which were dis- 
counted by Pratt at the rate of 60 per cent., who kept the policy ai collateral seeurity. The 
bills which were discounted in the course of that year amounted in the whole to ji^l2,500. I 
find that there were two bills discounted as early as June, 1854, which were held over from 
month to month. ' In March, 1855 j two bills were ' discounted for ;^2,000 each, with the pro- 
ceeds of which Palmer bought twO racehorses, called Nettle and Chicken. Those bills were 
renewed in June, and one became due on the 28th of September, and the other on the 2nd of 
October, when they were agam renewed.' ' The result of the bill proceedings of the year was 
that in November,' when the Shrewsbury races took place, there were in Pratt's hands one bill 
for £2,000, due the 25th of October ; another for £2,000, due the 27th of October ; two for 
the joint sum of £1,500, due on the 9th of November ; one for £1,000, due on the 30th of 
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September ; eiie for £2fiW, due on tbe iMt^tnnxtf ; oq6 for ;^2,000| doe on the 5th January ; 
and another ibr ;^000, due on the 15tb Janottry ; makings altogether ;^12,500. ;f 1,000 of this 
mm, howevev, lie had eontflv^d tD .paf cfr, so fbat there was doei in November, 1855, no lest 
than i?l 1,500' upon biHis, efmy one of wbieh^ bore the forged acceptance of the prisoner's mother. 

Under these' ahrcomstancev, a pressure natorally aroie — the pressure of ^11,500 of liabilitiea, 
with not a shiUSbg in the world to me^t them, and the still greater pressure resultlog frooa a 
consdoosnem thttt the moment whon he could no longer go on and his mother was resorted to 
for payment, theioet of those forgeries would at once become manifest, and would bring npoa 
him the peril of the law for tho crime of forgery. The prisoner's brother died in August, 
1855. His life had been insuved, and the policy for ;^13,000 had been assigned to the pri- 
soneri who, of coarse, expected that the proceeds of that insurance would pay off his liabilities^ 
but tho office in which the iosorance was effected declined to pay, and consequently there was 
no assistance to be d«riTed it^m that source. Now, in these transactions to which I have 
referrod, the deceived JMm Parsons Cook had b^en to a certain extent concerned. It seems 
that ha May, 1855, Palmor was pressed to pay ;^5dO to a person named Serjeant. He had 
at that time in the hancb of Palmer a balance upon MU transactions of ^310 to his credit, aod 
he waMed Pratt to advmioe^e ;^190 neuesmKy to make up ;f500. Pratt declined to do that, 
excef^n^KHik security ; upon which Palm«r offered him the acceptance of Cook, representing him 
to Urt-BMaof substance. Accordingly the acceptance of Cook for :^200 was sent up, and 
npott tlbtPtatt advanced the money. When that bill for ;^200 became due. Palmer failed to 
provfide for it, and Cook had to meet it himself. In August of the same year, an occurrence 
t0ok plsce to whiek I must caU your particular attention. Palmer wrote to Pratt, to say 
that b^musl^ haivo ;^1,^00 by a dif namedr PitiCt- dectined to advance it without secarity \ 
upon iMiieh Palmer offered the seottrtty of Cook's oceeptance for d£500. Pratt siill declioed 
to advflMe tile money witheot some mora tangiUo security. Now Palmer represented this as 
a transBetua- in which Coofeyeq^iratl €h« maMvsy, and it may be that such was the fact. I hare 
no means of Mcertaining howtbat was ; but I will give him the credit of supposing it to be true. 
Pratt still deelining to adivax^oe the money. Palmer proposed an assignmexit by Cook of two 
racehorses, one called Polestav, whitth won the Shrewsbury races, and another called Sirias. 
That assign neot was afterwards exeeated by Cook in favour of Pratt, and Cook, therefore, was 
clearly entitled to the auHSey whioh was vaised upon that security, which realised £375 in 
cMh, and a wine warrwit ftir ;^6d. Paftkivr contrived, however, that the money axd wine 
warrant should be setttto hitt» and not to Cook. Mr. Pratt sent down his cheque to Palmer^ 
in the eouiitry',. on a itaw^ «i the Act of Parliament required, and he availed himself of die 
opportnniiy Boi^ offeved by law of stiiking out the word '* bearer," and writing ** order," the 
effsot-of which was to neMwitate the endorsement of Cook on the back of the cheque. 

It #a# m$t intendsd by Palmer that these proceeds should fall into Cook's hands, and 
accordingly he ftnrged the name of John Parsons Cook on the back of that cheque. Cook 
oever received the money, and you will see thet. within ten days from the period when he eame 
to his end, the bill in respect to that transaction, which was at three months, wonld hare 
fallen due, #hen kt auist have become apparent that Palmer received the money ; and that,. 
in order t» tflMaln it, he had forged the endorsement of Cook. I wish these wore the oaly 
tsaDsaotioiM ifr'Whli^ Cook had been at all nri^ed up with the prisoner Palmer ; but there is 
another to #hieh it is necessary to refer. In September, 1855, Palmer's brother having died,. 
and the proceeds of the insurance not having been realised, Palmer induced a person named 
l(a\es« to propose Ihs life for insurance. Palmer bad succeeded in raisini; money upon previoas 
policies, andl hove no doubt that he persuaded Cook to assist him in that transaction, so that, 
by representing fiatei as a man of wealth and substance, they might get a policy on hia life, by 
which pdicy, deposited as a eollateral secarity, they might obtain advances of money. Bates 
had been somewhat better off in the worfd, but be bad fallen into decay, and he had accepted 
employment from Palmer as a sort of hanger-on in his stables. He was a healthy young man ; 
and, being in the compaiiT of Palaser and Cook at Rogeley, on the 5th of September, Palmer 
asked him to insure his lira, and produced the form of proposal to the office. Bates declined,, 
but Palmer pressed Mm, and Cook interposed and said, ** You had better do it ; it will be for 
your benefit, aed you'll be quite safb with Palmer." At length they sneceeded in persaadiog 
him to sign the proposal for no less a sum than :^25,000, Cook attesting the proposal, which 
Palmer fitted in. Palmer being referred to as medical attendant, and his farmer assistant, 
Thirlby, as -general refbree. That proposal was sent up to the Solicitors and General Insc- 
rance Oftice, and in the ensuing month — 'ChaA office not being disposed to effect the insurance— 
they sent up another for ;f 10,000 to the Midland Office -on. that same life. That proposal 
also failed, and no money, therefore, could be obtained frOm that source. All these drcum- 
stances are important, because they show the desperate straits in which the prisoner at that 
time fonnd himieljf. 
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The learned connsel then read, a series of letters from Mr. Pratt to the prisoner, all 
Tpnaaing upon the prisoner the importance of his meetiog the numerous bills which Pratt held, 
bearing the acceptance of Mrsi Sarah Palmer ; and these letters appeared to become more 
veient when the irriterfoand that the insurance office refused to pay the ^13,000 U|.on the 
poiiej effected on the life of the prisoner's brother, and which Pratt held as collateral seca- 
nty. The letters were dated at intervals between the 10th of September and the 18th of 
Oetaber, 1"855. 

On the 6th of November, two writs were issaed by Pratt for jf 4,000, one against Palm«r, 
■nid the other against hit mother; and Pratt wrote on the same day to say that he had sent the 
unts to Mr. Crabbe, bnt that they were not to be served until he sent further instructions, and 
be strong^ urged Palmer to make immediate arrangements for' meeting them, and also to 
-arrange for the bills for ;^r,500 due on the dth of November. Between the 10th and the 13th 
ofNovenslier, Palmer succeeded in pairing ;^600 ; but on that day Pratt again wrote to him, 
urging him to raise ;^1,000, at all events, to meet the bills due on the 9th. Th»t beiRg the 
state of things at that time, we now come to the events connected with Shrewsbury races. 
'Cook was tt.e-owner of a mare called Polestar, which was entered for ihe Slirewsbury Handicap. 
She had'been advantHgeously weighted, and Cook, believing that the mare would win, bftttd 
largely upon the event. The race was ran upon the 13th of November — the very day on 
which that last letter was written by Pratt, which would reach Palmer on the I4ih. The result 
-of the race waft that Polestar won, and that Cook was entitled, in the first place, to the stak^w, 
-which amounted to £i2A, minug certain deductions, which left a net sum of ^81 19s. His 
bets had slso been successful, and he won, upon the whole, a total sum of jf 2,050. He had won 
also in- the previous week, at Worcester, and I shall show that at Shrewsbury he had in his 
pocket, besfdes the stakes and the money which he would be entitled to receive at Tattersairs, 
between jff700 and £900, The stakes he would receive tliroogh Mr. Weatherby, a great racing 
agent in London, with whom he kept an account, and upon whom he would draw ; and, the 
*rBoe being run on Tuesday, he would be entitled on the ensuing Monday to receive his bets at 
Tcttersall's, which amounted to j^,020. 

Within a week from th«t time Mr. Cook died, and the important inquiry which we have 
now 'to make is how he came By his death — whether by natural causes or by the hand of man,? 
and if the latter, by whose hand?' It is important, in the first place, that I should show you 
what was his state of health when he went down to Slirewsbary. He was a young man, but 
twenty^eight when he died. Be wn8 slightly disposed to a pulmonary complaint, and, although 
delicate in that respect, he was in all other respects a hale and hearty young man. He had 
been in the habH, from time to time, especially with reference to his chest, of consulting a 
physician in -London — Dr. Savage, who saw him a fortnight before his death. For four years 
he had occasionally conBiilted Dr. Savage, being at that time a little anxious about the state of 
hit throalt, in whidi there happened to be one or two slight eruptions. He had been t&king 
mercury for these eruptions, having mistaken the character of the complainti Dr. Savage at 
once saw that he had made a mistake, and desired him to' discontinue the use of mercury^ 
substituting fbr it a course of tonics. Mr. Cook's health immediately began to improve ; but, 
iuasmnch as the new course of treatment might have involved serious consequences in case 
Dr. Savage had been miataken in the diagnosis of the disease, he asked Cook to look in upon 
him from time totime, and Cook had, as recently as within a fortnight of his death, gone to call 
upon Dr. Savage. Dr. Savage then examined his throat and whole system carefully, and he 
will be prepared to tell you that at that time he had nothing on earth the matter with him, 
except a- certain degree of thickening of the tonsils, or some of the glands of the throat, to 
which anyone his liable, and' there was no symptom whatever of ulcerated sore throat, or any 
thing of the sort. Having then seen Dr. Savage, he went down to Shrewsbury races, and his 
horse w6n. After that he was somewhat excited, as a man might naturally be under ,the 
ehrcUmstances of haying won a eonsiderable sum of money, and he asked several friends to dii>e 
with him to celebrate the event. Tliey dined together at the Raven, the hotel where he was 
staying, and had two or three bottles of wine ; but there was no excess of any sort, and no 
fcnxndiiJon for saying thair Cook was the worse for liquor. Indeed^ he was not addicted to 
excesses, but was, on the contrary, an abstemious man on all occasions. He went to bed th»t 
night, and' there was nothing the matter with .him. He jgot up the neit day, and went again on 
the coarse, as usiisll 

' tbot night, W^nesday, fhe 14tb November, a remarkable incident happened, to which I 
beg to dhiw your attention. A friend of bis, a Mr. Fisher, and a Mr. Herring, were at 
Shrewsbury raeef, and Ptiher, who, beddes being a sporting man, was an agent for receiving 
winnings, and who received Cook'is beta at the settling day at Tattersall's, occupied the room 
nest to that occupied by Cook. Late in the evening Fisher wept into a foom in which be 
fonod PIftnervnd Coolt dribking brandjr and water. Cook gave him something to drink^ and 
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said to Palmer. , " You'll have spnoe more, won't you ?" Palmer replied, ** Not nnlece you 
finish your glass." Cook said, ** IMl soon do that ;" and he finished it at a gulp, leaving only 
about a tea-spoonful at the bottom of the glass. He had hardly swallowed it, when he exclaimed, 
** Good God ! there's something in it, it burns my throat." Palmer immediately took^ up the 
glass, and drinking what remained, said, *' Nonsense, there's nothing in it :" and then pushing 
the glass to Fisher and another person who bad come in, said, ** Cook fancies there is some- 
thing in the brandy-and-water — ^there's nothing in it— -taste it." On which one of them replied, 
** How can we taste it ? youv'e drank it all." Cook suddenly rose and left the room, and called 
Fisher out, saying ihat be was taken seriously ill. He was seized with most Tiolent vomiting, 
and became so bad that after a little while it was necessary to take him to bed. He vomitdl 
there again and again in the most violent way, and as the sickness continued after the, lapse of 
a couple of hours, a medical man was^sent for. He came and proposed an emetic atid other 
means for making the sick man eject what he had taken. After that, medicine was given him — 
at first some stimulant of a comforting nature, and then a pill as a purgative dose. After two 
or three hours he became more tranquil, and about two o'clock he fell asleep and slept till next 
morning. Such was the state of the man's feelings all that time that I cannot tell what passed ; 
but he gave Fisher the money which he had about him, desinng him to take care of it, and Mr* 
Fisher will tell you that that money amounted to between j^800 and ;^900 in notes. 

The next morning, having passed a quiet night, as I have said, and feeling better, he went 
out on the course ; and he saw Fisher, who gave him back his notes. That was the Thursday. 
He still looked very ill, and felt very ill ; but the vomiting bad ceased. On that day Palmer's 
horse, the Chicken, ran at Shrewsbury. He had backed his mare heavily, but she lost. When 
Palmer went to Shrewsbury he had no money, and was obliged to borrow £25 to take him 
there. His horse lost, and be lost bets upon the race. He and Cook then left Shrewsbury, and 
returned to Rugeley, Cook going to the Talbot Arms Hotel, directly opposite the prisoner's 
house. There is an incident however, connected with the occurrence at Shrewsbury, which I 
must mention. About eleven o'clock that night, a Mrs. Brooks, who betted on commission^ 
and had an establishment of jockeys, went to speak to the deceissed upon some racing business, 
and in the lobby she saw Palmer holding up a tumbler to the light; and, having looked at it 
through the gas, he withdrew to an outer room, and presently returned with the glass in his 
band, and went into the room where Cook was, and in which room he drank the brandy and 
vrater, from which I suppose you will infer that the sickness came on. I do not charge that by 
anything which caused that sickness Cook's death was occasioned ; but I shall show you that 
throughout the ensuing days at Rugeley he constantly received things from the prisoner, and that 
during those days that sickness was continued. I shall show you that after be died antimony 
was found in the tissues of his body, and in his blood^ antimony, B.dmiDistered in the form of 
tartar emetic, wliich, if continued to be applied, will maintain sickness. 

It was not that, however, of which this man died. The charge is, that having been prepared 
by antimony, he was killed by strychnine. You have, no doubt, heard of the vegetable product 
knotvn i&s nux vomica. In that nut, or bean, there resides a subtle and fatal poison, which is 
capable of being extracted from it by the skill of the operative chemist, and of which the most 
minute quantity is fatal to animal life. From half to a quarter of a grain will destroy life — 
you may imagine, therefore, how minute is the dose. In the human organization, the nervous 
system may be divided into two main parts — the nerves of sensation, by which a consciousness 
of all external sensations is conveyed to the brain ; and the nerves of motion, which are, as it 
were, the agents between the intellectual power of man and the physical action which arses from 
his organization. Those are the two main bfanches, having their origin in the immediate vicinity 
of the seat of man's intellectual existence. They are entirely distinct in their allocations, and one 
set of nerves may be affected, while the other is left undibturbed. You may paralyse the nerves 
of sensation, and may leave the nerves which act upon the voluntary mnsbles of movemt^nt 
wholly unaffected; or you may reverse that state of things, and may affect the nerves and 
muscles of volition, leaving the nerves of sensation wholly unaffected. Strychnine affects the 
nerves which act oa the voluntary muscles, and it leaves wholly unaffected the nerves on which 
human consciousness depends ; and it is important to bear this in mind — some poisons produce 
a total absence of consciousness,' but the poison to which I refer affects the voluntary action of 
the muscles of the body, and leaves unimpaired the power of consciousness. Now, the way in 
which strychnine acting upon the voluntary muscles is fatal to life is, that it produces the most 
Intense excitement of all those muscles, violent convulsions take place— spasms which affeet the 
' whole body, and which end in rigidity — all the muscles become fixed, and the respiratory muscles 
in which the lungi have play are fixed with an immovable rigidity, respiration oonsrquently is 
suspended, and death ensues. Thrse symptoms are known to Medical meii under the term of 
tetanus. There are other forms of tetanus which produce death, and which arise from other 
causes than the taking of strychnine, bot there is a wide difference between ^the variovi fcrnas •£ 
the same disease, which prevents tlie possibility of mistake. 
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The leanwEt'^muigel tben - explained the dSTerent symptomi 'wbldi. efaraeterise tranmatic 
tetanus and id«i|;iai!lM<rtttaiiaif which letter is of comparatif ely rare ocevtrraw in this country ; 
^ut, as thiris «P«gittSr iriikh will be hereafter dwelt apron with gfeat-^Aetail in the medical 
testimony, it t« vamMSsary to burden our report with it at a«y ieo^ here:— (Ha then 
eon tinned. ) ^ I^iMnRtt vsmmi' to:4»«Ueaw tiMt an -attcaupt will be* antobk uy eaiimnd those diflereat 
classes of diseaM^nvdrj^williitre HeeasaafytiMre Hor ti» j«ry to wiateh wii;faijp!eai;«iinatene88 
the medical «viA<ntce vpm tMs pomt. It wiH -siiow that b#lii in twmwalip^aiwl idiopaUiic 
t^anns the diMCM eom«cireee*^riUi! the aifder •yju^ptaMMy.sliMih.fraidiiialfy progreaa towards the 
<ieTeiopnkent«iM final e(»mpiati«ni' of tiieattaak. When once the disease < has commenced, it 
oontiinues ffit ft ei Ht iateraMSstoavJaithewgh^^aa in ercry other foiw^f iBaiaidy,'the paroxfams will 
be from tinie tx) ttiwe mere or less inte«M* In the ease of te«aiinwift«M»i^y!ehiiijie it is not so. 
It commences wiibh »paroxjsaiie which -flSBjitnbside 4«r sa^rtiwe,- bant vara venewed again ; and 
whereas others ft«ais> of 4MMai««sta]wo8t.a4}vMif8 last dmrag. »'ecrteMa. » i wa her of hours or days, 
when* we dekVwiXSihgbwyvimmt^ wie-tieal with caees not of bouss bat of minutses — ^in which wo 
have'no'begiaiiiiQg<«fidieidiiiiease,-aBd then a gradual deveIopmeiit?to<th«ciimax ; but in which 
t^e pwoaryiM eenMnencewith ail their power at the Tery fintimmd vtwninate, after a few short 
Buoutesof ftaffoiiai^y and strngglefyiitftlhe dissokMm of tbe'-msiMB. Palmer was a mtdieal 
man, ai^ iti* :«ieart}hait:<the effect of -stfyubnine hcidnfOt eacaped-ln-stittention ; for I have a 
,book befove me w4iichwa» found in faisirouse af«er his jasreai, caHed JUmtual for 8ivdeni$ 
Prepathngjor Ea?«ntMKlMo» at Apethieemnt** JJalh wtudt-^ti iihe'lirst page, in his bandwritiiig« 
I observe this remark, *^ Strychnine kJUst'by^ii wisw s.tefesswcfawig of tbe respiratory muscles/' 
I dbii'&iwish^lH»^ait«8oh<«MNi)e^ixni^rta»e&to<tAiftt oiroaoMtonce thsint deserves, because nothing 
is>fiao«e^ natural' tfasm that, ki«4i h««k of tthis kisd beiw^iw^ to^a psolbfaanii man, such notes 
sh<mM)be»«iiMe; .l>ut I refertRS'it eorshomi^ ^i/ftmrnimi luinan life had coaie 

vHtihini biff irotittfc 

I mmft wWfUtta^ W(b«t. took plao«^«fter Itbe «rmal^ "Of tihes^ fe^fHa:^ 'Boigeley . They arrived 
on the adgiht of 'Thursday, tfae>14th of 'Koveuttber, b^wcon iten sad ^frev o'clock, when Mr. 
Cook took^ owc refreshment and w>enti to bed. Ho rose nest>as«TMiig'4md went out, and dined 
tixat d^-wtilDh^ltl&Bttr. Heretomed to thcian about ten oE'ofeok that evening, perfecdy wdl 
aad i»oiber,^*«tt#^wcaCtto!jtodv ^Utte next morning, at an eariy ho«R, Palmer was with him, and 
from th«rt) tMR£i>hMfafhe»r the whole of Saturday and Suttdayi'he was constantly in attendance 
on hiwi. 'Jle^ioildiered him- o0i&o:'O& ^Cnrday morning. It was brought in by the chambermaid, 
£l!8ftb«th Ilfiffatytaadsgi^venvtei the, pnKcner, who bad an opportnnity of tampering with it before 
gtvii^l&t^iSJMK. A i a w MUiRat ciy a'fasr tafclug it tbe same symptoms set in which bad occorred 
£^ Shiivwabcry* ^^31hv9aghMMHrtihe««vhok «f i^haM the neit, the prisoner constantly ad- 

miBi9teMid:<?vatfkHtt tlAii^^^^ be tormented with that incessant and 

trew'ble«e«ie»«ibien«is. Again^ toafitaod'^water -qsuebttou^t <over from the prisoner's bouse, 
inalead of'^smag made at tba ion,- a^ittaaag^t fca«e'^buen,.4nsd again the sickness ensued. It 
seeiDsidiKy^tbMi^^hhBer ixhsii^ tunnsd Reneytta.ppoMtre some broth (or Cook from 

the AHiioo. ^r^Shs obtacned 1«,:«aiidt^98<«eit:lie-Pal«er t6wM«B,'and when Palmer had done so 
he toilE(<her «ettafee'tt -^^4^ t'Salbot £«rl|K.:CcF«rft, awd fo^gny that Mr. Smith had sent it— 
theve hei»g;«^IMir.^ Jewmaib B»i«b ^ an sttOteate fiwiid of Go«^. Oeok tried to swallow a 
ap0O«^lo# the broth, IPtt It iMaMBediaM$y<m«de B»in; srokvsttd he brotfght it off bis stomach. 
The' brovhwae^ than' Ivton down stairsv-oaid Jifter a ^tde while' the prisoner came across and 
askediif'Mr. (Dook l}fidi>had his broth. Be was t-ofd, '^No } that he bad tried to take it, but that 
irb«d<«acwle^h^8htk,Asnd tht4iho»ecM4c^sa«t^ retain it on his stomach." Palmer said that he 
muet talce it, and desir^ that the^ bvi^&.^tiMuId be brought upstairs. Cook tried to tak^ it 
%ain, but a§ain'4ffbegmrtoTonB3t:-aPttdthiiowi^e whole off his stomach. It was then taken 
down stairsy^and a woman at the inu, tbnr&ing that it looked nice, took a couple of table- 
spoonfols of It; within bsif an hour rite "«l80 wasi taken severely ill. Vomiting came on, and 
continued almost kicesflscntly ibr liver or six boors. She was obliged to go to bed, and she had 
exactly the aanie^ iyu i fp i ln i uj s ^hich mamifested themselves in Cook's person after he drank tbe 
brandy and^wa«eFiat"Shii9Wlb«ry. 'On that Saturday, alsout th«ee o'clock, Dr. Bamford, a 
medical ma1l^at Rugeley,)^was'S8dled in, and Palmer told -him: that) Cook bud a bilious attack- 
that he had dbied ttkh 14mv:ofii«ko duyt^efore, and had dmnk too fteely of champagne, which 
hjad disordered' his »toma«h. 

Now, I shali^fldkcw*to'yiw, byt3ltfi:»didtoa»e'«fm^&^ and Rugeley» 

that although. Pahoser had oii>one'ortwo"«uaa9ions repre-eoted Cook as snffering under bilious 
diarrhoea, ther« WB9not,^riBgthec(3«0t$Tmaiscfrof thi^viblent wvmiting'w I have mentioned, 
a single bilious a ywptom of any sort whataver. Dr.iBattlo«Td visited him , at half-past 3, and 
when he found Mr. Gook*soiferiiig fvouri vshiefitiwmitnig, and' the stomach hi^sa irritable a state 
that it would not retain a fffblevpoonfulf «fiarD3^«in&g,h& na^aaally tried to see^wbot the tyoiptoms 
were which could' -kad' him tafiivm^anotion-as^ to: Qb& c»uao<ofthats state of things. Be- found to 
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^ lis savj^meAat Ae pulse oTChe pafient was perfedtlj nataral— Ibat bit tongae wai quite clean, 

! hii iKia quite maiflt, and that tbere was not the sKg&test trace of fever, or, in short, of any of 

I those: symptoms which might be expected in tbe case of a bilious mtfn. . HsTing beard from 

. Palmer that be ascribed his illness to an excess of wine on tbe prefious daj, he intormed Cook 

of it,«iiACofik then said, *' Well, I suppose I must have taken too much, but if s very odd, for 

' I ovkf tmik three glasses.** Tbe representation, therefore, made by Palmer, that Cook bad 

taken «B^amaaB of i^ampagne, was not correct. Coffee was brought up to Cook at 4 o'clock 

irheaPalater was there, and he yomited immediately. At 6 some barl^-water 'was taken to 

him<whea£aiiBer was not there, and tbe barley-water did not produce vomiting. At 8 some 

arrowroflt was given htm, P^dmer was present, and vomiting took place again. These may, 

^ Dodbniit,. hemefeoeincidenoefl, but they are facts, which, of whatever interpretation they 

* vay ibe sttBoeptUde, are well deserving of attention, that during tho whole of that Satnrday 

Palmer was aantinttally in and out of the house in whteh Cook was sojourning ; that be 

ipne him a vasksty of ^nga, «nd that whenever he gave him anything sickness invariably 

ensued. That «veiuqg Dr. Bamford called again, and finding that the sickness sliU con- 

I tinned he pnqmsed -for the patient two piUs containisg half a grain of caiovpaif bnIC m .grain 

of -mesiihia, and four |^ns of riinbarb. 
I. On the .foUowing day, Simday, between 7 and S o'clodc in ^the fltermng, Br. Jta^rd is 
1 ^gsiasaaMaDoed to <2cn^'s bedside, and finds the sickness still Keoursing, hut laiiS t« detect 
i may i^mptesas of bile. Be myted him repeatedly in tbe coarse of thatdsfi, and ;<hl leaving 
i ISb in the CMuiag fraud, that though the ^tckneis conlihued, (be tongae wa» oleao, and 
^ AB0e w9» not ^e^dtgfatMt indication of bile or fevoc And «o Sunday coded. On Ifonday, 
the l!Qlh, 9tikaMt Infi: Bngi^y ior Loiidian<--on what banneas I ^uU .pnosently 
«ipiain. . fte&w aftasting, faowmver, he called in the morning to aee Cook, ,fmd osdered 
flim a cnp'ef' ooffiM. Mb took^^-ii^ ihimself, and after drinking it Cook, as ^uaual, vomited. 
Met thadb Calmer ioak hia fdapaniBie. iPsaaently iDr. BaoaloKl called, and, finding 
Ctook Btitt snfiudog from: aidiftDMS- of ikm atamach, ^^ave him some medicine^ Whether 
Asoi the 'uffiuitr.of &ust romStma, .or itom whatever other eanae, I know not;; but it 
lk«aihaittaA.tlMk ^hmn. tfai^ 4iaw^.a great isKpnwQment was observad jio Cook. Palmer was 
sHb^»saaat, jmd dncwg thr^whole of tbe day Cook^was better. Befemeen 12 and 1 o'clock 
le% viflite(f >bf il9lr» Samford, who, perceiving the imptoaement, advised him to get 
up. He doea so, washes, drosses, r€cover« his spirits, and nts .mp for .several hours. 
Tw6 of hia jodiies^aad bis trainer called to see him, are admitted, to hia room, ^nter into con« 
isnatian vath him,iand perceive that he is in a state of eomparatiae eaae and comfort, and so 
ttf.eoBtinBsd .-till ainte hmir. I witl now interrupt for a moaaent the conMontive ttamitk>n of 
^sditf passed -ccftecwniids at Rugeley, to follow Palmer through tbe events in wfaioh he was con- 
wiimd in Loadon. He had written to a person named Heuriog \o meet him at Beaufort- 
^Bifings, -vRhefe a boarding-house was kept by a lady asmed 'Hawfes^ Hercing was a aasn on 
Jhe tftrt, and bad been to Shrewsbary races. Ii&mediately on seeing j?almer he- inquired after 
Cnak!ahealtb. ^Gh," eaid Palmer, ** he is all right; his medieaLnaa baa ghnn biin a dose 
«f .cahmel .and .rasammended him not to come out, and what I waat :to ^ee you about ii tbe 
of his accounts.'' Monday, it appears, was settling«<day.uifc Tattersall's, a^d It was 
that ^1 accounts should be squared. Cook's usual agent for effecting that ar- 
i was a person named Fiaher, and it seems not a little singular that Cook should 
«0t haae tcdd Pahnar why Fisher should not have been enqiloyed on this as <6n aU similar 



'(Dli this ^point, bawever, Palmer offered no explanation. He was himself .a. defaulter, and 

tsoidil- jMt show at Tatbersall's. He produced a piece of paper which he aaid 0Q»toined a list of 

HheamDsaihicfa Gotdc was entitled to receive, and he mentioned the names of the different per- 

asoa vsbo^were indebted to Cook, and 'the amounts for whidi they were respectivfily liable. 

iisBSmg bald out his hand to teke the paper, but Palmer said, " No, I will keep this document; 

^ here is another piece of paper, write down what I read to you, and what I have here I will 

retain, as it will be a check against yon." He then dictated the names of the various persons, 

I with the iBums for which they were liable. Herring observed that it amounted to jl^l,020. 

^' Very well," said Palmer, '* pay yourself £6,, Shelly, £30, and if you see Ball, tell hhn jCook 

will pay bim on Thursday or Friday. And now," he addfid,. *' hoR much do y^m .make the 

. balance /" Herring replied that he made it d^984. Palmer replied that tbe tot was right, and 

. then went on to say, *' I will gtvcfpt^ £16, which will make it £l,OQQ. Pay .^(piMrself Vhe£200 

j that 1 owe'you for my bill : pay Padwick £350, and Pi:att£450." So wehaare.it heseaatablished, 

, bejond all controversy, that Palmer did not besitete to apply Cook's .money to the payment of 

^ bis. o^wn debts. With cegard to the debt, due to Mr. Padwick, lam Assured that it represents 

^ moneys won by that geatlemao, partly from Cook, and partly from Palmer, but thst Mn 

' Fadwick held Palmer to be the responsible party, and looked to him for paymenu Ihe dabt 
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to Pratt was Palmer's own affair. Snch is the state of things as regards the disposition ol 
money. Palmer desired Herring to send cheques to Pratt and Pad wick at once, and wil 
waiting to draw the money from Tattersall's. To this Herring objected, observing that its 
be most injudicious to send the cheques before b'e was sure of getting the money. " Ah, n 
said Palmer, '' neter mind — it is all right ; but come what wilt, Pratt must be paid, for bill 
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ronnt of a bill of sale for a mare/' Finding it impossible to overcome herring's 
to tend tbe cheques until he had got the money at Tatters^U's, Palmer then proceeded 
bome small betting transactions between himself and that gentleman amounting to £^ 
pouts. He palled out a £bO note, and Herring, not having full change, gave him a 
ft £20, The/ then parted. Palmer directing him to send down word of his proceedings 
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either to him (Palmer) or to^Ceok; "WHIi ttiU isjiinfition Herring comiHiii^f anCTildat prove "^ 
in the course of the trnl that the letters he wro'.e to Cook were intercepted by the jioattnaster 
at Kiigeley. Not' having received a» much aa be expected at TatterMU's« Heriii^ waa^ unable 
to pay Pad wick the ;^350 ; but it is not disputed that he paid ^450 to Pratt. 

Ob the same day. Palmer went himself to the latter gentleman, and paid him other niDneyi, 
consisting oC £30 in notes, and the cheque for j^20 which he had received from <fi9Bnrinf » and a 
memorandnm was drawn* and to which I shall hereafter have oooasion tooall atfeentioa. So 
much for Palmer's proceedings in London. On the evening of that same day (Mmday) he 
returned home. Arriving at Rugeley about 9 o'clock at night, he at once .prooeeded to visit 
Cook, at the Talbot Arms ; and from that time till 10 or 11 o'clock he was continimUy in- and 
out of Cook's room. In the course of the evening he went to a man named .Ncwtnii, a a a i ata nt to 
a surgeon named Salt, and applied for three grains of strychnine, wMch Newtiai, kaoving 
Palmer to be a medical practitioner, did not hesitate to give him. Br. Bamfotd Juut-aent on 
this day the same kind of pills that he had sent on Saturday and Sunday. I beUeiw:it^a8 the 
doctor's habit to take the pills himself to the Talbot Asms, and intrust them to tite.careiof the 
housekeeper, who carried them upstains ; but -it was Palmer's practioe to come iU'itftiBCwards, 
and, evening after evening, to administer nusKcine to tlie patient. Thme is no doubt that . 
Coek took pills on Monday night. Wfaatherhe took thepilk pvepared far him ;by^.Slc.iBnn ford, 
and similar to those which he had takan^on. Saturday and Sunday, or whtttfaerPalsasraitibistitnted 
for Dr. Bamford's pills some df :h«M>wn cottcaetion, consisting in some Baaasnue of strychnine, 
I muet leave for the jury to daitmame. Certain it is, that whan he left Cook at II o'clodk j 
at night, the latter was atULaamparati-vtly well and comfortable, and cbaerfnl-aB in t^momiof^ , 
But he was not long to.cBSitinue so. About 12 o'clock the fomals afitmants inuilie.lawer ] 
of the house were alarmsdUt^^iioleiit screams, prooeeding fkom Cook's room. ^Qwy i 
and found him in grsat;^pgi[^,^dirieiEing.;dreadfnlly,.4iouting ** Murder !" and oalUiig oniC 
to save his souJ. ;'^e«viaa iJO'-tntoasB pain.. The ejies were fitartiqg outof .his:beBd. 
flinging his arms 'Vrili%iSiinaitifaiiaq,'and ihisvwiioleba^ Hai 

scious, however,.aBiiii^ilBRB8diiiaiPainMr-ahiittid be sent for^ithont.Jlaiasr.. '<Diib:1 
ran to fetch him^.aiiiEl :]k iit^eiidad in affevrmantttfla. He found'Coitk ^ttiU-d _ _ . ^ 

for breath, and^haedi^ «ble to speak. JSkmo hatkmgBin to procure aoi»«->iiuHttcine ; and mi 
his return Cook exclaimed, *' Oh dear^ dfltttn:, I shalidie !" ** No, Bsyilad, yon shall not,'' 
replied Palmer ; and he then gave him aooe more medleiiie. T l myt B u krmmo.^fOBOtxA ahnart 
im medi a t^ly , but there was no appearaooe. of the pills in the utensil. 

Shortly afterwards he became more calsn, and^ called on tfae-'womea to rub his limbs. They 
^id so, and found them eoldand rigid. Presently the symptoms hMBBae fil^U more traaqnk 
and he grew better ; but the medical men^wiU depose that the tetftttiisti&at.afflieted him was that 
occasioned by strychnine. His frame, efthanated by the tmdble agany it had endured, now fell 
gradually into repose ; nalupe asserted herckim'to -naat, and fan rlvigan to dose. So mattes 
remained till the morrow, Tuesday, the ZdUw tbeday of lti&'daa:&. On the morning of that 
day. Cook was found comparatively comfocfeabie,;tiuuigfa.«till retaimog^a vivid impression of Ihe 
horrors be bad suffered the night before, iicwiaa quile;CQlteetady.aiid<i;onyersBd ratJonally with 
the chambermaid. Palmer meeting Dr. Bamiiird;ti»uM«niesde3s, toM^him that he did not waot 
to have Cook disturbed, for that he was now at bi0««i8er tboiq^h haa had had a fit the night 
before. This' same msorning, between the hours: of -elaiaen and twsbeVclook, there occurred 
« very remarkable incident. About that. time ^ahnenaveut; to the-ahop of a certain Mr. Haw- 
kings, a druggist, «t Eugeley. He had not dealt «it3h him fortmo years before, it being his 
practice during that period to purehase such dru^iaaiherraqnired from Mr. Thirlby, a former 
assistant of Mr. Hawkings, who bad set np in baaiuaas for himaeSf. But on this day Palaier 
went to Mr. Hawkiaga's shop, and, producmga battle, iu£armadtise assistant that ho wanted 
two drachims of pmssic acid. While it was being prepared for hini^ Mr. Newton, the saaifi 
man from wliom he had on a former occasion obtaiBed sitFyehsise, came into the shop, where- 
upon Palbker seized, him by tiiearm, and^ observing that he bad soBiatfaing particnbir to aay to 
him, hurried him into the street, where he kept tsiktog to himtm aaaattcr of ^e smallsst 
possible importance, raiating tothe precise period at which his employer's son meant to repsir 
to a farm, he bad taken in the country. They continued to converse on this trivial topic ontd 
a gentleiqan -framed . BrasslngtoQ (or. Grassington) came up, whereupon Mr. Newton turned 
aside to say a few words to him. Palmer, relieved by this accident, went back into the shop, 
and asked, in addition, for six grains of strychnine and a certain quantity of Batik's liquor of 
opium. He obtained them, paid, for them, and went away. Presently Mr. Newton returned, 
and being struck with the fact of Palmer's dealing with Hawkings, asked out of passing curiosity 
what he had come for, and was informed. 

And hesiB I must mention a fact of some importance respecting Mr. Newton. When exa- 
dined before the coroner, that gentleman only deposediio one purchase of stryc1inine*by Palmer 



III llr.j^V*igiqr> «tf it iN»iMlf U4Mcw% lis yestftrdajf tM» ^t^ nmay fexf>rtBti«miQf<r 
hCMUriiMB £*r nofeilMvinf keta morei «ipUcit, ke* commuaicBtad . to <tiie Cmwa tbip fitct4bti: 
Bilaier h»d ali^ bovgki Mrjobniaa on JiQii4«f nigbt. Ic is lot ym^ gooUenetii to ddoMb tW 
UMMt of ciWid to be4rtltob«d to -this evidciMM ; /bpt yovwUl bear la.'.niodtbai'irhstevw.jraa, . 
•ty think of. Mr. ■Newton's toitiMonf^ <tba|i of 3lr. Roberts, oa wbom tbtfre w sk> 'toUt >oo 
ihadow ef.«a«|Noia% is deasfre ^vvith: i«s|ieDt to tha pnreba«es wbkh tUe prisontr aiada on. 
Dsesday^ ai. tha sbop af Mr*. Haiakings* I aow> rr some tbe story o( Tuesday 'a .pMceedaagft with 
tbeobienFatMtt'fbakGook was leatitled to receive the • atakesvbe fasd won at Sbrewsbiii^. Oa . 
that day. Pilkner sent lor Mr4 Ctobire» «he poiftraastier at Rugeky. Be oarsd Gbf^bue.d^7: 
odd, sad tha Ufetar^ sapposto^ tbati be wasaboat to be pai^ csvie iwitb a stasQpad moeipt'iii bia 
bud. Paimtr prodaecdia. papePf^and remarkiag ' ' tbat ' Goak waa too. iU> to write hiaself /' itold 
CbfldMretQ drasr a ebefae on Weatbarbys in* bis ( Palmer'*) fef our for £^0. dltesbins 4bsBe* 
ofMrn fiUed lap- a pieae of paper parportiag -to ,be tbe b<xi| of a .cbeque, addressed in- tbe manoer . 
ifidioated to the Messrs. Weatherby, sad conaludiag witb the wfurds, **aa.4 place tbe same to 
■y asoeaat." :Fafaaflr tbeo €eab the^doettaaeiit away, .far the putpose, as be avenwd» ofigetting 
Cook's signature to it. What became of it I do not undertake to assect.; bw4.ef tbia tiwra. i» : 
' BS queatioBy that byiVt afght's.past-FiilBaer seatr npito WettthcKb^'iSa. oheqaa wbicbiivfas 
ntaraed di^aoored. . Whetber.it waa 0eBoine,or l&e^so aMmy- ^^ar papers witb wbieb'. 
Bsbner bad to do, fogged* is a qneation wbiob yoa witL .have to deteoiaifieii Aadinow, Bstam- 
isg la Cook, it aiay^.be observed that in the coarse of . 4iat 'norntag ooffeaand bcotb veve seat i 
I hjai by.Palmarr'aody as asiud« voBHtiog ensaed aad eoatiriued tfaroagh tbe -wfaol0.aftcnieoo.' 
I And now .a naw- person laakes bis a|»peasanee on the- siaga. Yoa auMt kaawitfaat oa Sundey» 
Ibiaier wrate to ldr./W..H.J4)iiea» a sargeony of Lntterwerth, desiuing hiai to eomeafer to * 
sieOoak. Geok wasaipsrsanal friend of Mr. Janea, aad had •eoasionany been ia tbe-Jvibit - 
of vesidang at bisthoaseu It i^^ deserviogof remark that Bal«er, in his letter to< JaneS/ideseribes • 
Cookae " sdEBriog fran a severe bilioas attack, aocou panied with diarrbosa/' adding, " it ia 
dMirable for ^aa to ooBie and. see hiea as eeoo as possible^'' Wibether this oosanuinicatian ia ; 
to he interpreted in a sense liMoaraMe Co the prisoner, or whether it is to betakan as iadicaiing 
a deep design to. gite colanr to the idea that Cook died a natuial death, it is at >Ieaet certain . 
itiut tbe statanreat that Cook bad been ''sofferiag.from a biliaasaltack attended wilfhdlarrbeea, ' 
«u atter-ly anbrae* Mn. Jones heitag himself iMiwt;U« did not ooase tx> Riigaiey till Tuesday. 
I Be arrived at about itbreeo'qlock an that day« and iamediately proceded^te^ see his sick fciead* 
IPabner came. in at .tbe same moment^ and they both' examined. tberpatieat. M«. Jones paid. 
I partionlar attention lot the state of- his taagaa.; .K«BainkiQ^.MXhat isinotttha.ton^^ afbiiioBa ' 
4tar," 

.Aboatsevcn'ofkdeek that saafbe evening Dr. Baaaford called, aad. found the patient pretty • 
well. Sabae^nently tbe .three, medical men (P»koer, Baoaibrd, andJonee) held^a eonaaltation, 
bat before lea«iag<tbehedroom for that perpose. Cook beclumed to Calmer.: and saidf *'Misdr' 
I .will bave-aaiiaoae pilla or medtmae to-aigbt.'' Tbey. then wilibdnnr aad.esaaulted. Pakner ' 
insisied on his takiog pills, but added, *^* Let ue not tell.bitt aibat tbey.fxmtain^ias be fears the > 
aaaie cesalts that bave already given himsach pma»** .Xt^taa agreed that QiU Bassfor^i efaoald 
make «p the pilis, vvinch ^lare to be oottposedof the saaie iagMdients-as ; those that bad beeno 
administered on the three preceding evenings. The doctor repaired to hisenrgsry, aad made,* 
them sp aoeorditiglf • He wasiinUowed by BaUaer, wba. asked him to wcitctbe-dltectiooB bow 
they vers to he Ifedseik .Dr. Bamfend, though unable to andsBStsad tbeneoessity of bia doing:: 
so, ander the eircumstanoes, oompUed with Palmer's .request, and wiroteoa the box • that the 
ptUa were to be takea at ** bed^tiaae^'' Palmar then took them away, and gaveaitbar. these pillct • 
or some others to Cook >tbat 'night. It is nemarisahle, boweter, that haif ar IriiveeHfaariess af 1 
an bear elapsed fram the. time he left Dt. Bamford's surgesy antil he brought tbe pills te Cook*' . 
When, at fengtbt be aame, be produosd two pills, bat before giving^ them to Gaokhetook.' 
especial ears to esdl Mr. Janea's aUeation to the directions en-tbe Ud,ohsenriiig that tbeiwiiling ^ 
was sin^arly distinct aad vigoraaafor a man upwards af eighty. If the;pnseneil he!^ilty,r 
it ia a natural fareauacption that be BBBde> this observvian with the view of identUyiBg tbe pillr . 
bo& as having xsome from- Dr. Baaalard,. and so avestang. suspicion fcom faimaslf. This wee i 
aboiat hal£-paat<ten at night. The. pills were -then, offered to CoOk,.^ho stmnglf abjeoted to.r 
take them,. rema«king< that they had made bim tU the olgbt before. /PalBierisisistBdr^aDdtther . 
smk asanat last^OBsented. t» take ^ben« . He vomited. immediately. after, but i did not bring - 
up tbe-pilla. Janes rhen.went down and took his. supper, and be wUlisll ;yoa-tbat>ttp to tbe r 
pened wkhan the pills «were administered, Ceeik bad hcea eaay-and oheerfal, aad pffeeeotsd : 
no symptom. of the. approach of disease, nauob kssof deaitb. It was arraagad- that Joneai 
shoaid sleep in tbe same room with ■ Cook, • and he did so; bat he hadiaot beeaeBore: 
tbaa fiffcaen .or twenty minutes in bed when lie was aisoustyd by a > sadden esclafaatioOf. 
aad a fiight^all •scseaqa fveu: (Cook, who, statting up,, aiod, '^.Ssad :for . the doetor; 
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imiMAifttely; I aiii gbiaf/io be ill, ss I wm iMt niglitf." The ohambermaid ran 

atroia the road, and rafagtbe btW of Palmer'e booie, and in a moment Palmer waa at 
tbe window. He waa told that Cook waa again ill. In two. minntea he wat by the 
bedaide of the aick man, and, atrangelr, volnateercd the< obaerv«tion» ''I never dreaaed 
so qntckly in my life." It ia for yon, gentlemen, to aay whether yon think he had time 
to dress at all. Cook Vas fonnd in the same condition, and with tbe same symptoms as the 
night before, gasping for breath, screaming violently, his body «onvo1sed with cramps and 
spasms, and bis beck rigid. Jones raised him and rubbed his iicok. When Palmer entered 
the room, Cook asked him for the same remedy that had relieved him the night before. '* I 
will nin back and fetch it," said Palmer, and he darted ont of the room. In tbe paasage be met 
two female servants, who remarked that Cook was as ** bad " as he had been last nigbi. ** He 
is not within fifcy times as bad as he was last night; and what a game is this to be at every 
night !" was Palmer's reply. In a few minutes he returned with two pills, which he told Jones 
were ammonia, though I am assured that it is a drug that requires much time in the prepara- 
tion, and can with difficulty be made into pills. The sick man swallowed these pills/but brought 
them np again immediately. 

' And now ensued a terrible scene. He waa suddenly siezed with Tiolent eonvulsions ; by 
degrees bis body began to stiffen out; then soffocation commenced. Agonised with pain, he 
repeatedly entreated to be raised, l^bey tried to raise him, bat it was not poftuble^ The body 
had become rigid as iron, and it could not be done. He then said, ** Pray turn me over." They 
did turn him over on tbe right aide. He gasped for breath, but could ntter no more. In a few 
moments all waa tranquil— the tide of life wm ebbing fast. Jones leant over him to listen to 
the action of the heart. - Gradually the pulce ceased — all was over— he was dead. (Sensation.) 
I will show you that his was a death referable in its symptoms to the tetanus produced by stryeb- 
nine, and not to any other possible form of tetanus. Scarcely was the breath out of bis body 
when Palmer begins to think of what is to be done. He engages two women to lay out 
the corpse, and these women, on entering the room, find him tearcbing the pockets of a coat 
which, no doubt, belonged to Cook, and bunting under the pillowa and bolsters. They saw 
same let ers on the mantel-shelf, which, in all probability, had been Uken out cf tbe dead 
man's pocket ; and, what is very remarkable is, that from tbat day to this, nothing has been 
seen or beard either of the betting-book or of any of the papcra connected wirh Cook's money 
affairs. On a snbsequent day (Thursday) he returned, and, on the pretence of looking for some 
books and a paper knife, rummaged again through the documents of the -deceaaed. On the 
26th November he sent for Cheshire, and, producing a paper purporting to bear the signature 
of Cook, asked him to attest it. Cheshire glanced over it. It was a document in which 
Cook acknowledged that certain bills, to tbe amount o^ ;^4,000 or thereabouts, were bills 
tbat had been negociated for his (Cook's) benefit, and in respect of which Palmer bad rereived 
no consideration. Such was the paper to wiiich, forty-eight hours alter the death of the man 
whose name it bore. Palmer did not hesitate to ask Clieihire to be an atteating witocsB. 
Cheshire, though, unfortunately for himself, too much the slave of Palmer, peiemptorily refased 
to comply with this request ; whereupon Palmer carelessly observed, ** It is of no conie- 
qnence ; I dare say the signature will not be disputed, but it occurred to me that it would look 
more regulsr if it were attested." 

On Friday Mr. Stevens, Cook's fatfaer-in-law, came down to Rugelcy, and, after viewiog 
tbe body of his relative, to whom he had been tenderly attached,- asked Palmer about his 
affairs. Palmer assured him tbat he held a paper drawn up by a lawyer, and aignnd by Cook, 
stating that, in respect of ;^4,000 worth of bills, he (Cook) was alone liable, and tbat Palmer 
bad a claim to tbat amount against his estate. Mr Stevens expressed his amazen ent, and 
replied that there would not be 4,000 shillings for the holders of the bills. Snbseqneatly 
Palmer displayed an eager officionsness in the matter of tbe funeral, taking upon himself to 
order a shell and an oak coffin, without any directions to that efiect from the relatives of the 
deceased, who were anxious to have the arrangements in tbeir own hands. Mr. Sievens ordered 
dinner at the hotel for Bamford, Jones, and himself, and finding pMlmer atill banging about 
him, thought it but civil to extend the invitation to him. Accordingly they all sat down 
together. After dinner, Mr, Stevens asked Jones to step upstairs- and bring down all books 
and papers belonging to Cook. Jones left the room to do so, and Palmer followed him. They 
were absent about ten minutes, and on their return Jones observed that they were unable ta 
find the betting-book or any of the papers belonging to tbe deceased. Palmer added, ''The 
betting-book would be of no use to yon if you found it, for the beta are void by bis death." 
Mr. Stevens replied, '* The book must be ftund ;" and then Palmer, ■ changing his tone, 
said, ** Ob, I dare say it will turn up." Mr. Stevens then rang tbe bell, and told the honsc- 
keeper to take charge of whatever books and papers had belonged to Cook, and to be sure doc , 
to allow any one tomaddle with them until he came back from London, which he would sooa | 
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do, with hig toUcitor. He then departed, bat, rettu ning to Rvgeley after a brief interral, de- 
elired his iateodoa to have a po§t morUm ezamiaation. Palmer volunteered to nominate the 
nrgeoDS who sbould conduct it, but Mr. Stevens refused to employ any one whom he should 
, recommend. On Sunday, the 26tb, Palmer called on Dr. Bamford, and asked him for a certi- 
ficate attesting the cause of Cook's death. The doctor ezpiessed his surprise, and observed-— 
" Why, he was your patient." But Palmer importuned him, and Bam ford, taking the pen, 
filled up the certificate, and entered the cause of death as '* apoplexy." Dr. Bamford is up* 
wards of eighty, and 1 hope that it is to some infirmity connected with his great age that this 
jDoit unjustifiable act is to be attributed. However, he shall be produced in court, and be will 
tell you that apoplexy haa never been known to produce tetanus. In the course of the day 
Palmer sent for Newton, and after they had some brandy and water, asked him how much 
jtrychoioe he ifpuld use to kill a dog. Newton replied; "from half-a> grain to a grain." 
"And how much," inquired Palmer, '* would be found in the tissues and intestines after death V* 
*^ None at all," was Newton's reply ; but that is a point on which I will produce important 
efidence. 

Thtpoti moriem examination took place the next day, and on that occasion Palmer assured 
the medical men, oC whom there were many present, that Cook had had epileptic fits on 
Monday and Tuesday, and that they would find old disease in the heart and head. He 
added, that the. poor fellow was "full of disease," and had "all kinds of coocplaints." 
These statements were completely disproved by the pwt mortem exsmioalions. At the first 
of them, conducted by Dr. Devonshire, the liver, lungs, and kidneys, were all found healthy. 
It was said that there were some slight indications of congestion of the kidneys, whether 
doe to decomposition or to what other cause was not certain ; but it was admitted on all hands 
that they did not impair the general health of the system, or at all account for death. The 
stomach and intestines were exaained, and they exhibited a few white spots at the lari;e end of 
the stomach, but these marks wf re wholly insufficient to explain the cause of dissolution. Dr. 
Bamford contended that there was some slight congestion of the brain, but all the other medical 
men concurred in thinking thit there was none at all. In the ensuing month of January the 
hody was exhumed -with a view to more accurate examination, aod the body was then found to 
be in a perfectly normal and healthy condition. Palmer seemed rejoiced at the discovery, and 
tarning to Dr. Bamford, exclaimed, ** Doctor, they won't hang us yet !" The stomach and 
intestines were taken out and placed in ajar, and it was.observed that Palmer pushed against the 
medical man who was engaged in the operation, and the jar was in danger of being upset. It 
escaped, however, and was covered with skins, tied down, and sealed. Presently one of the 
medical men turned round, and finding that the jar had disappeared, asked what had become of 
it. It was found at a distance, near a different door from that through' which people usually 
passed in and out, and Palmer exclaimed, " It's all right. It was I who removed it. I thought 
it would be more convenient for you to have it here, that you might lay your hands readily on it 
ia you went out." When the jar was recovered it was found that two slits had been cue in the 
skins with a knife. The slits, however, were clean, so that, whatever his object may have been 
in making the incisions, it is certain that nothing was taken out of the jar. He ijoes to Dr; 
Bamford, and remonstrates against the removal of the jars. He says, " I do not think we ought 
to allow them to be taktn away." Now, if he had been an ignorant person, not familiar with 
the course likely to be pursued by medic*! men under such circumstances, there might be some 
excuse for this ; but it is for you to ask yourselves whether Palmer» himself a medical man, 
knowing that tbd contenta of the jars were to be submitted to an anal) sis, might not have relied 
with confidence on the honour and integrity of the profession to which he belonged. Ton mui|t 
^y whether his anxiety to prevent the removal of the jare was not a sign of a guilty conscience. 
Dr. Bamford was a most respectable physician, and his character and position were well known 
to Palmer. 

But the case does not stop here. The jar was delivered to Mr. Boycott, the clerk to Mr. 

Gardner, the solicitor. Palmer, finding that it was to. be sent to London for chemical analysis^ 

was extremely anxious that it should not reach its destination. It was going to be conveyed by 

Mr. Boycott to the Stafford station in a fly, driven by a post-boy. Palmer goes to this post-boy^ 

and asks him whether it is the fact that he is going to dtive Boycott to Stafford ? He is answered 

in the affirmative. He then asks, " Are the jars there ?" He is told that they are. He says, 

" They have no business to take them ; one does not know what they may put in them. Can't 

jon manage to upset the fly and break them ? I will give you ;£ 10, and make it all right for 

; jott." The ncan said, " I shall do no such thing« I must go and look after my fly." That 

man will be called before you, and be will have no interept to state, anything but the truth. I 

I have now gone through the painful history, yet there are spme points of minor importance which 

fl ought not altogether to pass ever, as nothing connected with the conduct of a man conscions 

.that sn imputatioa of tbif.kind reita vpoa hiin <Mn be imiifaterial* After the poii morttm 
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'eftBiiniK^dn it was tHovtt^triglit to fioli'a'eorotier's inquest. On- two or ^ree occftsrons fa th 
course ofthat* ftiqtiiry, Palnrer -scrtt presents to the coroner; 'The stomadti of the deceased ttin 
'its contetots were sent to Dr. Tkjlbr and Df. Itees, at Gay's Hospital, who wire Vnowtt te be ii 
ctrtDtnurticaffifcrn with Mr. Gwrdnei*. A letter was sent by I>r. Taylor to Mr. Gardner statiii^ 
the resttlt'of the'investf^ation t that letter wis betrayed to Pfehner by tfce postmaster, ChesHfre 
«aixd Palmer then- wrot3' to the coroner, tellitry him that Dr. Taylor an* Dr. Reeshad failed ii 
"lindfng traces of poison; and asVing liim to take a eertafn comve wlijh respeet to the eridenee. 
^hy shotild he ^bare done this if there bad not been afbeHng of tmeasiness nprm his mindl 
'These matters nrast not be wholly orerloolced, afithoirgh I will not aA you to gfve tbem an) 
tknfdae importanee. I Aould liave told' yon, in addition, that fUxe priMRer bad do mmiey- priot 
|to Shrewsbary races, ^bile i^fterwards he was i!ush of' cash. Sums of jifltK) and £1^0' weri^ 
.patd by him into'the bank at Rugeley, two or three persorrs received sans of JHO each, and lie 
seemed, hi fact; tor be* giving away money rfgbtand left. - 1 think I shall be- able to show that 
'be badl something like ^400 !n his possession. Now, Godk ha«l jfTOO-or ;f 800' when he le^ 
. Shrewsbury on the Thursday morning. None is found. It may be that Cook, who,-wbateTet 
4ii8 faults, was a kind hearted creature, oompaislonatfng' Pahner^' condition, and; influenced by 
'hlsTepresentatioitt, assisted him with money. That I do not know. I do not wish to strain Che 
.point too far, but nne cannot imagine that Cook, Who hid no money but whathe took with him 
W Shrewsbury; should huTe given Palmer ererything and lefr himself destitute. 

The ease then stands thus :— Here is a man oircrwhelmed with pecuniary difficalttes,. 
dVIiged to fesort to the desperate expedient of forging acceptances to raise money, fiopmg 
tb' meet them 'by the proceeds of the insurances' he had elRscted upon' b' life. Disappointed 
4n that expectation by the board ; told by the geotleman through' Whom the biris had 
been -discounted, "You must trifle with me ntf longer— *if' 'yoU' cannet find faoriey, writs 
will be served on you ;'* Cook's name forged to an endorsement for £^h ; ruin staring 
him in the face : You, gentlemen, must ssiy whether be bad not sufficient inducement to 
commit' the crim^. He seems to haTc had a further object. No sooner is the breath' out 
'of the dead man's bbdf than he 'says to Jones, ** I had a claim of ;^»000 or j^^^OtlO 
against him on aecoudt of bills.'*' Besides, he believed that Oook had more property than 
'm tnins out he really had; The valuable mare, Polestar, belbnged to him when tlie 
'flssi^ment had been paid off, and Palmer would have been ghd to obtain possession of 
ber. The fact, t6o, that Cook was mi ted up in the msunoicieof Bfttes may had one to 
^surm!se that he was in possession of sedrets relating to the'deirperatfc expedientB to which 
;tbl8 man has resorted to obtain ihoney; I mil leave you to say -whether this combination of 
ihotives msiy not have led to tlte crime -with which he is charged. Tbis you will only have fx> 
'consiHer, auppostng the case to be balanced between probsibiUties ; but if you believe the 
evidence that will be given as.to what toole place on the Monday and the Tuesdays— if yoa 
bdleve the p^prtTixysms of the Monday, the mortal agony of the Tuesday — I'shaR show that 
things were adrtiinistered; on both those days, by the hand of Palmer, by a degree of evidence 
almost ameunthig to certainty. 

•'"The body was ^broitted to a' careful analysis, and I am bourfd 'to say tlisft no trace of 
slryclinine was found. But I am told that'i although the pretence of strychtrine may be de- 
leted by certain- tests, and although indicatiens of its- presence lead irresistibly to the conchnkm 
'that it has been administered', the converse of that proposition dues not hold. Sometimes it is 
^fbiind, at other times it hr not. It depends -upon' circnmatauees. A most minute dosewfli 
destroy life, from half to three-quarters of a grain wilChythe strongest man proshnte. But in 
ok'der to* produce that fatal efl^ct if nrast be absorbed into the 'system, and- the absorption takes 
place !n a greater or less period according to the manner in -which the poison is 'presented to the 
'sttrfaces with which it com^ in contact. If it is in a fluid form it is rapidly taken up and eoon 
produces the effect ; if npt, it requires to be absorbed, and the effects are a longer time in show 
-ttl^ themselves. But 'in either case there is -a difficulty in- discovering its presence. Ificact» 
T}iily on the nervous 'system through the circulation, an almost infinitesimal dose wilt be present. 
^Aitd, as it is a vegetable poison, the tests which alone can be employed are ihflnitely more 
xlelicate knd difficult than those which are applIM to other poisons. It is tmlike a mineral 
'poison, which can soon be detected and reproduced. If 'the dose has been a large one deafh 
^ensues before the whole has been absorbed, and a portion is left fn the intestines ; but if a 
''nihiimum dose has been adminhtered; a different eonscquence follows, and- tlie wbole isaB- 
Wbed: Practical experience- bears out the theory that I am enuncfatrng. Experiments base 
'been tried which show that where tfaer'same Mwonnt of p6iii(m has been administered to aninnda 
i)f the same species death will ensue in the same ntraiber of otHidtet, 'Seisompanied by precisely 
the same kinda of symptoms*; while in the analysii afterwards* made; the-pteseneeof poison afli 
'be detected' in one case and not in anbther. Tt^as been repeated over and over again that tha 
iseieHtlficmeii employ^ intlkii eake'bail^diM t^'th^titfbtfiigioB'thrat tficpreNnecfoif sti^hnhte 
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M dMoetiJchiqF «iiy-4Mt»teiMrti to Mtenoft^ TUy bUO ^a. griorom^ loUiuid^rsMod. 
'fhefnevvr iBad«'8fi^8tioh"MfleKi<m. > Wbst tbey have «M«rted S«. thfan the, ttotegtion ofiits 
presence, where i1^ a^mmittratfotT iB a matter ef eertsirvty, {a a mattep of 'tin -gretteat unma- 
)ainty. It woold, indeed, be a Altai thfaig to sancCioti the TMtien that strfffbtrine' admianaaaned 
lor the purpose of taking aWay life cannot afterwards be detected! Lamentable Mo«gh' is the 
imecrtaiaty of detection ! Happily^ Providence, which has placed this fatal agent at the dispp- 
«tioB of man» baa marked ita effects if ith charaoterialic symptoma diatingnishable from those 
of aU other agoHta by the ejre of seieAca* 

It wiU be for y&a to naf w h tt har fhe testimony that will be laid befofe yon wltb regard to 
(hose ajrmptOTtts floes not kad yonrmvod to the conclusion tbait the deeeaaad came to his death 
by poison administered lo Mnt by the prisoner. There is 4 cirenmatanoe which ttinnws igreat 
light upon this part of the case. Sonm days before his death the man was constantly vomiting. 
•IWaoaljaifl made of bis body failed to produce evidence of the presence of iftrycbnine/bat did 
not fail to produce evidence of the ptsence of antimony. Now, antimony was not administered 
by liha medioal aaem and- ooVeaa 'taken in a considerable qmantity it produees no effect arid is 
.perfectly- iokiUe. lit ia sh irritaBl, which prod«ce»e«apUy the syiop^oms whieh were producad 
in tW^eaie. 'Hw taan vsm>alek for* a wsek, and antimoiiy -waa lonnd in bis body alt9rw.Ar4Jb. 
For irfttit irvrpose can ft bsve- been ailiBinntijred ? It way be that vke onginal intention naaito 
destl'oy hitti by nrealfs of antimony^k may be- fhfff (be only object 'was to bring abooft^ittv 
appearance of disease sO- as to accotitft M deatti. Ocfe is lost in* specnfation; But the i|iftbsiion 
is whether you have any donbt that strychnine was administered' an the Monday; and still more 
on the Tuesday when death ensued ? And ilf you are satisfied with the evidence that will be 
adduced on that point, you mntt tben>tf«t«rmi^^fallfrtber l&wairnbi administered by the prisoner's 
'band. I sbaR prodotse tetfttmony befom you in. pvoof o£ the atatenenta !< 'hafi».ttada« whkkk I am 
afndd must occupy some considerable portion of your time ; but in such an imjuiry time OMnot 
tw wasted, and f am sure you will give iryour most patient attention. I have the sntisfeotion 
.of knowing that the prisoner will be defended by one of the mo^c etbqaent and able -meinwiro 
.ever adoroed the bar of tbb country or any other forum, and that everything will be done^fov 
kiar that ean b0<dottew It in the end all should fail in satisfying you of his guilt, in God- s name 
•let not the iaaooent suffer I If, on tbe^ortier hand, the facts that will be. presented to yon should 
lead yoQ to theotfoolusimi tfaatbe ia gnilty, the beat in^reata of society demand his oonvictiom 

The opening addresa^of 4Aie AttDRiBy-GeneFal ooenpied upwards^df four hoars in> its delivery* 
At its conclusion (at a quarter pvst two o'clock) the jury retired for a ^orttlrae for refreshmant,. 
and upon their tetnm the following witnesses were called in support of the pvoseouUdB'^-** 

ISHMAEL Fl^SHETl, examined by Mr. E. JamBt, 

I am a- wioe'vuavchantat 4» Victoria-street* City* I am in the hat>it of attending races and 
betting* I knew ^obn Parsons Cook. I had known htm lor about two years before his de^th. 1 
ww» at Shrewsbury laces in Noveisiber, 1895. I remember the Shrewsbury Handicap. •' It was won 
by the nase calted Potaatary the property of Co«k. It took place. on Tuesday, November 13th. 
I aaw Coak^opon Che cdurse. Hie loekad as well as 'he had looked at any time since I had known 
him. I was stopping, at tine Rawen Hotel, ai Shiewsbury. I know Pahuer (the prisoner) very well. 
i Iwve known. hkKr; ra^r mdre than two yeaes* Cook and Palmer weare slopping at the same 
^u^teiyand occiKpied a naoitiiatfiMf Sited from mine only by a wooden, partition. It. was a sitting 
room, and they occupied it jointly. On the Wednesday, night, between 11 and 12 o'clock, I went 
into the sitting-room. I foui^d there Cook, Palmer, and Mr. ^lyalt, a saddler at Rugeley, a irletTd 
of Palmer's. They had grog 'blSfbre theiih* I was aaked'tostsnown by Cook, and I sat down» 
Cook asked Palmer to have some, meat brandy and- «(iier« Palmer said, '<! wHl not have any 
vei»tni'ywiilidMednmfc>'yaurSi" Gooksaidr " Then. 1 will drink nune." He took up his glass 
and drank the gvag^cofflimnedaaleiy. He -said wUbin a aiinqte afterwards^ '' Th^re is something 
9n it; it bumis my thusnt dvaadfull'y.^' Palmer theor gpt up, took the glass, sipped up what was 
left in it^and saidy *'.^ has* la nothing in it.^' There waa not more (him a teaspoonful in the flass 
when he emptied it. In the maan^tieie lir. Read, bad come in. Palmer banded the glass to -Read 
and to me, and asked if we thought there was anything in it. We both said the glass was so enipty 
that we could not recognise anything. I said T thotighi there was'rather a strong scent upon it, 
Wiconttf nntsavit«roserfrnm'aifytlkiii||rbat%randy.. . . r 

LordCaMFfiteni— DMyowpuCyeur UpB ta itf 

Witness— i did not. It'wnsesntpfMely dndned* Witbiitten.mtnMtta (.nstiMd^ Cook. had. left 
ihe room,' anil then eame^MaeteandeaHed me ftony it.. We went lo'-nky ovin jiiMaing*riOom. He 
•Aere (bid ^feile«Was'verv>i1^eAd>very'Silck, and aafasdniBitci tak»ib»»mMayj 

Mr. i.. ^baM»-^Did he''sCMe^wiiie he wa»>s«fi!briiig'f^a^ 

llr.iSh:feiM«<^s'ob$e«tie4tn<tMat<fil0stiaii; . . . 

Lord OASfriACL^Surdy ifte ^taitmenti oftbeaflBtet prb4«cad»:oa«bim l»y what be< bad just ;^w«(. 
-towMiffadmissible. 
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Witnest<— He said he was very s)tk» and he thought *Ml»at d— — — Palmtr " bad dosed hia. 
He handed me over some money, between £700 and iS800» in bank notes, to take care of. He did 
not sleep in the same room with Painter. He was seized with vomiting after he had given roe the 
money* and left the room. He afterwards came back to my room, and again complained of what 
he had been suffering. He asked me to go to his bedreom. I went with him. Mr. Jones, (a law- 
stationer) went with me. He then vomited again violently, and was so ill that I sent for a doctor, 
Mr. Gibson, who came about half-past twelve or a quarter to one. I remained with Cook till two 
o'clock. I sent for Mr. Gibson a second time, and he sent some medicine, which C»ok took. 
After seeing the doctor and taking the medicine, he beeam« more composed. Mr. Jones and I 
^ve him the medicine. Next morninff, about 10 o'clock, I saw Palmer. I found him in my sit- 
ting-room when I came down stairs. He said, <' Cook haabeen stating that I gave him something 
in his brandy. I never play such tricks with |>eople. But I can tell you wlut he was. He was 
4 d drunk." I should say Cook was certainly not drunk. 

Lord Campbell— Was he affected by liquor ? 

Witness — Not at all ajpproaching drunkenness, my Lord. Cook came into my bedroom before I 
was up, the same morning. He was much better, but stilt looked ill. I gave nim back his monev 
About three o'clock on that day (Thursday) I saw Cook on the racecourse. He looked very ill. 
i had always settled Cook's bets for htm, when he did not settle them himself. I saw hia betting 
book in his hand. It was dark in colour, and about half the size of this. (The witness here pro- 
duced a small black pocketbook.) • On the 17th of November (Saturday), by Cook's reouest, I paid 
Pratt 200/. His account, in the ordinary course, would have been settled at Xattersall's on Mon- 
4lay, the 19ih. I advanced the 200/. to pay Pratt. I knew that Cook had won at Shrewsbury, 
jind I should have been entitled to deduct that 200/. from his winnings if I had settled his account 
at Tattersall's. I did not settle that account, and I have not been paid my advance. 

. Crosa-examined by Mr. Serjeant Shee» 
I had known Cook about two years, and Palmer longer. They were a good deal connected in 
raeing transactions. 

Do you know that they were partners ? — I don't remember settling any transactions in which they 
were jointly interested, and I don't know that they owned horses jointfv. They appeared rery in- 
timate and were much together, generally staying at the same hotels. 1 was not at the Weroester 
meeting. I ^pn't know whether ralmer won at Shrewsbury as well as Cook. The races began oh the 
Tuesday, about 2 o'clock. Polestar ran about an hour forwards, but I cannot tell the exact time. 



4id not. I am a good judge of iM-andv by the smell. ' I said there was nothing particular in the 
smell, but the glass was so completely drained that there was very little to smeu. I counted the 
money Cook gave me. I had been at the Unicom that evening quite an hour before. I dined at 
the Raven W)out six o'clock. I did not see Cook after the race on the Wednesday till I saw him 
at the Unicom, between 9 and 10 o'clock in the evening. I merely looked into the room. I saw 
.Sandars, the trainer, Cook, Palmer, and a lady. I can't say wheth'er they were drinking. 

Did it happen that a good many people were ill on that Wednesday at Shrewsbury — I mean 
jpeople connected with the races ? No.— I do not know that there were. On the Wednesday it 
was damp underfoot, but I forget whether it rained. I saw Cook several times on the course. 
On the Thursday the weather was cold and damp.- I don't know that Cook and Palmer break- 
fasted together on the Thursday morning.- On the 17ih of November I received a letter from 
Cook. [The letter was read. It was dated, Rugeley, Nov. the 16th," and in it Cook said it was 
<«f very great importance to Palmer and to himself that £600 should be paid to Pratt on the next 
day, that £300 should be sent, and he would be greatly obliged if Fislver would pay .the odier 
=£200 immediately on receipt of the letter, promising to give it him back on the feilowing Monday 
At Tattersall's. He added that he was much better.] 

Re-examined by the Attorney General, . 

I never intended to say that Cook and Palmer were partners. 

Did you notice any change of feeling on the part of Cook towards Palmer?. He never had any 
sreat respect for Palmer, but 1 did notice a change in him. ■ It was a handicap race that Polestar 
won. Palmer had a horse called Chickep, which ran on the Thursday and lost. He had betted 
upon the race. Cook was not more elated at winning than people usually are. I am not sure 
that I drank any brandy and water while I was staying «t the Raven. 

THOMAS JONES, examined by Mr. WeUby. 
I am a law stationer in Carey-street, London. 1 was at Shrewsbury races last November, and 
I lodged at the Raven. 'I arrived there on a Mondav night. I supped with Cookf Herring, Fisher, 
and Gravatt. dook appeared well. I saw him on the Tuesday and Wednesday, and he then alsa 
seemed quite well. ' Fisher and I went to the Raven between eleven and twelve o'clock on Wed^ 
nesday nighL Read .was there,. and he invited Cook into my roqia. Palmer was also there. 
After the party broke up, Fisher camejmd told me something about Cook, in consequence of which 
I went with him to Cook's bedroom. He complained of something burning at hh throat and of 
vomiting. Sbmii medioiAe .wasrbTought-;-pills and a draught. Cook refused to uke lh« pills. I 
then went to the doctor's and got some liquid medicine, and gave him a small, quantity in a wine- 
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|)tss. He was in bed. Aboat a quarter of an houf afterwards he took the pills also, and I left 
■im. Between six and seven o'clock next morning I saw him again. He said he felt easier and 
better. He looked pale. 
Thb witness was not cross-examined. 

GEORGE READ, examined by Mr. Bodfiin. 

1 live in Victoria-street, near Farringdon>market. I keep a house frequented by sportine 
eharacters. I am acquainted with Palmer. I sa^ him at Shrewsbury races on Tuesday, as weu 
as Cook. He appeared to be in his usual health. I saw him also the next day, and he was apr 
parently in the same health. I staged at the Raven* On the Wednesday night I went between 
eleven and twelve into the room in which were Palmer and Cook. There was more than one 
gentleman in the room. I had some brandy and water there. I saw that Cook was in pain 
almost immediately after I entered. He said to us there is something in the brandy and water. 
Palmer handed me the glass after it had been emptied. 1 said, "What is the use of examining a 
glass which is empty? " I believe Cook left the room. 1 did not see him again. I saw him on 
Ihe following morning at eleven o'clock. He was in his sitting-room. He said in jny hearing that 
he was very ill. 

Cross-examined. 

On Tuesday he was as well as usual. , He never looked a strong man* but one having delicate 
health. He was not in the habit of comfdaining of ill-health. 

By the Court — I had some of the brandy and water, and it did not make me ill. 

Re-examined by the Attorney- General, 
My brandy was taken from another decanter, which was sent for when I went in. Cook appeared 
to be a delicate man, but I never knew anything to be the matter with htm. He frequented races 
everywhere. I never knew him prevented by iline&s from going to races. 

WILLIAM SCAIFE GIBSON, examined. 

I am assistant to Mr. He&thcote, surgeon, of the town of Shrewsbury. On the 14th day 
of November last, I was sent for, and went to the Railway Hotel, Shrewsbury, between twelve and 
one o'clock at night. I saw Mr. Cook there. He was in his bedroom, but not in bed. He com- 
plained of pain in his stomach, and heat in his throat. He also said he thought he had been 
poisoned. I felt his pulse and looked at his tongue, which was perfectly clean. He. appeared 
much distended about the abdomen. I recommended an emetic. He aaid that he could make 
himself sick with.warm water. I sent the waitress for some. She brought about a pint. I recom- 
mended him to use a feather. He said he could do it with the handle of a toothbrush. He drank 
all the warm water. Having used the toothbrush he was sick. I examined the vemtt ; it was 
perfecly dear. I then told him I would send him some medicine. I sent him two pills and a 
draught. The pill^ were a compound rhubarb pill and a three-grain calomel pill. They were 
ordered to be taken immediately, and the draught, which was sennica — a compound of senna, 
magnesia, and aromatic spirit — was to be taken twenty minutes after\vards. It was what is called 
a black draught. Half an hour afterwards I gave to Jones, for Cook, an anodyne draught. I did 
Slot see Cook afterwards. 

^ Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Shee. 

Did you form any opinion as to what was the matter with Cook ? I treated it as a case of 
poisoning. Did you observe anything in the vomit which led you to believe he . had been 
poisoned? Nothing at all. — Did be appear to have been drinking? He appeared to be a little 
excited, but he was quite sensible what he was doing and saying.— By " excited " do yOu mean tp 
aay he was tipsy ? No; but his brain had been stimulated with brandy and water. The idea of 
having taken poison would have some effect upon.it. In your Judgment, was what you. had pre- 
scribed a good thing, supposing Cook had taken pqison ? According to the symptoms^ I should 
say it was. — Would it not have been better to get the poison up at once, if possible? He threw up 
the war>n water. 

Lord Campbsll— Did that cleartse the stomach ? Tes. 

Cross-examination continued* — Yet you thought, calomel necessary?. Yes; on account of the 
distended state of the bowels. Did you see anything like bile in the basin ? There was some ou 
the edge of the basin, but it must have been thrown up before he took the warm water. 
Re-examined by the Attorney-General. 

The piece of bile was about the size of a pea? The water thrown up was perfectly clean 
Cook's tongue was quite clean. Is that usual in the«c«se of a bilious attack ? If the stomach had 
been wrong any length of time the tongue would have been discoloured. 

ELIZABETH MILLS, examined by Mr. James. 
In November last I was chambermaid at the Talbot Arms, Rugeley. I had been so about two 
years. I knew the prisoner Palmer, who was in the habit of coming to the Talbot Arms.. I also knew 
€ook,the deceased. On Thursday, the 15th of November) he came to the Talbot Arms. Hecamebe- 
tween 9 and 10 o'clock at night. The prisoner was with him. They came in a fly. Cook went to bed at 
^f-past 10 o'clock. W hen Cook arrived he said he had been poorly, and was poorly then. I don't re- 
member seeing Palmer afler he got out of the fly. About 12 o'clock on the following day I took 
Cook some hot water, and he went out about 1 o'clock. He then appeared poorly. He said he 
lelt no worse, but was not well. He returned about 10 o'clock in the evening, tn about half-an* 
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bovr be went to 'hed» I «aMd Mm if- be felt «iiy worie Uuoi when he iient put i n the noming. Hi 
uid.he didnot. He eaid that he had been diniog with Painter. He was perfectly ao^er. Mi 
asked me for an extra piece of candle to read by. I saw no more of him that night. -On Satur- 
day morning, about 8 o'clock, I saw Palmer at the Talbot Awms, X do not know whether 
Cook had sent for him. Palmer ordered from me a cup of coffee for Cook. I gave it to Cook in 
the bedroom. I believe Palmer was then in the room. I left the ctiffec in Cook's hands, but did 
not we bim drink it. Aftenvards I went tip etairs, and found the eoffieein the chamber utesmL 
That might be an hour, or it might be a couple of hours after I had taken up the coffbe. The 
utensil was on the table by the side of thebed. I do not'remember that I spoke to-Pakner, nor 

' faeto me, about this. I did not see any toast and water in the bed room ; but a jug, not belonging 
to the inn, was about 10 o'clock in the evening sent down for «ome fiwsh toast and water. The 

'"waitress, Lavinia Barnes, brought it down. I em sure the jug which was brought down ftnm 

•< Cook's room did not belong to the Talbot Arms. I saw Palmer go'in and out of Cook's room, 
perhaps -four or five times, on that Saturday. I heard Palmer tell Cook that he would 
send nim over some broth. I saw 'some hroth in the kitchen, which some person had 

'brought there-ready made. After .Barnes had taken tome broih up, ten minatetfor a quarter ofxn 
hour after the broth came over» I met Palmer going upstairs towards Cook's room. He a»k«d 
if Mr. Cook had had his broth? I told htm I was not aware that any had come for him. While 
:I waS'speakiDg, Lavinia Barnes came out of the eommercial-reoin, amleaid'she had taken 'the 
broth up to Cook when it came, but Ibat he refiised to talie it, saying it wooid not stay oa fais 
stomach. Palmer said that I must go aod fetch the broth ; he (Cook) must have it. 1 fetched the 
broth and took it into. Cook's room. Palmer was there. I cannot say whether it was to him or 

, Cook that I gave the broth, but I leA it there. I am sure that this was some of the broth which 
had been sent in. *Some time afterwards (about an' hour or two), I went up to Cook's room again, 
and found that the broth had b^en vomited. About $ix o'clock in the evening, some barley- water 
was made for Cook. I took it up to him. 1 cannot say whether Palmer was with him. I cannot 
say whether or not that barley-water stayed upon Cook's stomach. At eight o'clock in the evening 
some arrowroot was made in the kitchen. I took it up to Cook. I cannot jay whether Palmer 
was there, nor can I remember whether the arrowroot remained on Cook's stomach. 

On Saturday, about thre^ o'clock in the afternoon, I saw Mr. Bamford, the surgeon. On Sunday 
morning I went to Mr. Cook's room, about seven or eight o'clock. Mr. Smith, called ** Jerry 
Smith," slept in Mr. Cook's room during Saturday night. He is a friend of the prisoner Palmer. 
I asked Cook if he was any worse ? He said he felt pretty comfortable* and had slept well since 
twelve o'clock. On Sunday more broth, a large breakfast-cup full, was brought over for Cook. 

"'That was' between twelve and one o'clock. I believe Charles Horley broyght It I took some of 
that broth up to Cook's room in the same cup in which it was brought. It was hot. I tasted iu 
I drank about two table spoonfuls. In about half-an-hour or an hour I was sick. I vomited vio- 
lently dinring the whole afternoon till about 5 o'clock. I was obliged to go to bed. I vomited a 
, great many times. During the rooming I had felt perfectly well, and had not taken anything that 
could disagree with me. It was before dinner that I took the broth. I went down to work again ' 
abofet a quarter before 6 o'clock. On the Sunday evening 1 saw Mr. Cook ; he did not appear to 
be any worse. He seemed to be in good spirits. The illness seemed to be confined to vomiting 
after taking food. On Sunday night I saw Cook last about 10 o'clock. On Monday morning I saw 
nim between 7 and 8 o'clock, when I todk up to him a cup of coffee. I did not remain to see him 
drink it. ^He did not vomit it. Palmer was coming down stairs, as (houghffom Cook'9 room, about 

.•7 o'clock. To my knowledge Palmer was not^here on Monday. Oook j^t up about 1 o*e\oik, 
and appeared to be a great deal better. He shaved, washed and dressed himself. He said be felt 

4Mtter, only exceedingly weak. He dressed as if he was going out. Ashmall the jockey, and his brother 
and Saunders the trainer, came to see him. As soon as he got np'I gave him some arrowroot^ 
which remained on his stomach. He sat up until about 4 o'clock, when he returned to bed. 
Between and 10 o'clock at night I saw Palmer; he was sitting down in 'Cook's room. I saw 
^ook about hal^pmt ten o'clock, and not again until about a quarter before 12 o^clock. On the 
Monday night, about 8 o'clock, a pill-box wrapped in white paper was brought from Mr. Baroford%» 
It was given to me by Miss Bond, the housekeeper, to take up to Cook's room. I took it up 
laiad placed the box on the dressing-table. That was before Palmer came. When I «aw 
iPalmer he was silting by the fire in Cook's room. I went to bed 'between 10 and 11 o'clock. 
About ei^ht or ten minutes before 12 o'clock the waiteres!:, Lavinia Barnes, called me up. White I 
was dressmg I twice heard screams from Cook's room. My room is ctbove, but not immediately over 
Oook'i* I went down to Cook's room. As soon as 1 entered the room leaw him sitting up in bed.. 
•He desired me to fetch Palmer directly. I told him Palmer was aent'for, and walked to his bedside. 
I found the pillow upon the floor. There was one mould candle burning in the room. I picked ap 
the pillow, aud asked Cook if he would la^r his head down. He was sitting up, beating the bed- 
clothes with both his hands and arms, which were stretched out. When I asked him to lay his 
head down, he said, ** I can't lie down ; I shall be suffocated if I lie down. Oh, fetch Mr. Palmer ! " 
The last words he &aid very loud» I did not observe his legs, but there was a sort of jumping er 

jerking about his head and neck, and his body. Sometimes he would throw back his head upon 
-the pillow, and then raise it up again. He had much difficulty in breathing. The balls of his : 

-eyes projected very much. He screamed again three or four times %vhile I was in the room. He 
was moving and knocking about all the time. Twice he called aloud, "Murder! " He asked me 
to rub one hand* I found \t stiff. It was the lef^ hand. 

By the' CouRT^It was stretched out. It did not more. The hand -was abont^faalfahut. -All 
the upper part seemed to be stiff. 
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^ Bxaniination resumed— 1 did not rub it long. As soon as he thought I had rubbed U sufficiently 
t lie thanked me, and I left off. Palmer was there while I -was rubbing the hand. While I was 
* robbiog it the arm and also the body seemed to twitch. Cook was perfectly conscious. When 
Palmer came in be recognized him. He was throwing himself about tde bed, and said to Palmer, 
*< Oh, doctor, 1 shall die." Palmer replied, "Oh, tmy lad, you won't!" Palmer just looked at 
Cook, and then left the room, asking me to stay by Ihe bedside. In about two or three minutes he 
zeturned. He brought With him some pills. He gave^Cook a draught in a wineglass, but I can- 
not say whether he brought that with him. He first oave the pills, and then the draught. Cook 
4aid the pills stuck in his throat, and he could not swallow.them. Palmer desired me to giye him 
a teaspoonful of toast and water, and I did so. His body was still jerking and jumping. When I 
put the spoon to his mouth he snapped at it and got it fast between his teeth, and seemed to bite 
it very hard. In snapping at the spoon he threw forward his head and neck. He swallowed the 
toast and water, aryl with it the pills. Palmer then handed him a draught in a wineglass, which 
was about three parts full. It was a dark, thick, heavy.lookiag liquid. Cook drank this. He 
snapped at the glass as he had done at the spoon. He seemed «s though he could not exactly 
control himself. He swallowed the draught, but vomited it immediately into the chamber utensil. 
I supported his forehead. The vomit smelt like opium. Palmer said he hoped either that the 
pills had stayed' on his stomach or had not returned. He searched for the pills in the vomit with 
a quill. He said "I cant find the pills," and he then desired me to take the utensil away, and 
pour the contents otit carefully to see if I could find the pills. I did so, and brought back the utensil, 
and told him I could not see the pills at all. Cook afterwards seerced to be more easy. That was 
about half an hour or more after 1 had first gone into the room. During the whole of that time he 
appeared to be quite conscious. When Cook was lying more quiet he desired Palmer to cone and 
ieel how his heart beat, or something of that sort. Palmer went to the bedside, and pressed his 
hand, I cannot say whether to the heart or to the aide of the lace, but he said it was all right. 
1 left Cook about 3 o'clock in the morning. He was .not asleep, hut appeared to be dozing. 
' Palmer was sitting in the easy chair, and I believe he was asleep. X went into the next room and 
laid down. About 6 o'clock I saw Cook again. I asked if Palmer had gone, and Cook said he left 
at a quarter before 5 o'clock. I asked if he felt any wome. atnd he«kld,.no, he had been no worse 
since I left him. I said, "Tou were asleep when I left." Me replied, '< lio I heard you go." 
He a»ked me if 1 had ever seen any one suffer suich agony as he did last hlght ? I said, no, I never 
had. He SHii he should think I should not like to see any one like it again. 1 said, <* What do you 
think was the cause ot all that agony?" He^aaid, *' The .pills >which iPalmer gave meat half- past 10." 
I do not think anything more was said, i asked th'un if he Mouid take anything and he-said, " No." 
I do not remember seeing Palmer 'on that day (Tuesday) until be was sent for. On that morning 
Cook seemed quite composed and quiet, but his eyes looked wild. There was no motion about tbe^ 
body. About twelve o'clock at noon he rang his bell, and desired me to send the ''boots" over to' 
Palmer to ask if he might have a cup of coffee. Boots returned and said he might, and Palmer 
would foe over immddiateliy. 1 took the coffee up to Cook a little after twelve o'clock. Pabner 
was then in Cook's room. I gave the coffee to Palmer. He tasted it to see whether it was too 
strong, and I left the jroom. Mr. Jones arrived by the three o'clock train from Lutterworth. I 
saw him in Cook's room. About four o'clock I took Cook another cup of coffee. I cannot say 
whether Palmer was there. Afterwards I saw Palmer. He opened the bed-room door and gave 
me the chamber utensil, saying that Cook had vomited the coffee. There was coffee in the 
utensil. , I saw Cook several times before I went to bed. He appeared to be in very good 
spirits, and talked about getting up next morning. He said he would have the barber sent 
for to shave him. I believe I gave him some arrowroot. I did not see him later than half- 
past ten. Palmer was with him when I last saw him. I gave Palmer some toast and water 
for Cook at the door. Palmer then said to Cook, "Can this good girl do anything more 
for you to-night?" Cook said, ''No; I shall want nothing more till morning." He spoke in a 
coniposiid and cheerful manner. I remained in the kitchen all night, to see how Cook went on, and 
did not go to sleep. About ten minutes before twelve o'clock the bell of Cook's room was rung 
violently. Jones was sleeping in a second bed in the same room. On hearing the bell I went up 
to Cook's room. Cook was sitting up. I think Jones was supporting him, with his arms round his 
sbouders. Cook said, "Oh, Mary, fetch Mr. Palmer directly." I went to Palmer's, and rang the 
surgery bell. As ^oon as I had rung I stepped off the steps to look at Palmer's bed-room window, 
where I expected him to appear, and he vT&s there. He did not lift up the sash, but opened a small 
casement and spoke to me. I could not see whether he was dressed, but I heard and knew his voice. 
I asked him to come over to Mr. Cook directly, as he was much the same as he had been the night 
before. I don't remember what he replied. 1 went back to the hotel, and in two or thee minutes 
Palmer came. I was then in the bed-room. Jones was there supporting Cook. Palmer said he 
had never dressed so quickly in his life. 

The question which elicited this answer was^ " Did Palmer make any remark about his dress ? " 
After the answer had been given, 
Mr,.Serjeant Shee oljected to the form in which the question had been put 
Lord. Camprell — It seems to me that the examination is conducted with perfect fairness. No 
leading question, nor any one which could be considered doubtful, has been put to the witness. 

Examination continued— I left the room, but retnained on the landing. After I had been 
waiting there a short time (about a minute or two) Palmer came out. I said, "He is much the 
same as last night." Palmer said, *' Oh, he is not so ill by a fiftieth part." He then went down 
stairs as though going to his own housei. He was absent but a very short time, and then returned 
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to Cook's room, 1 also weiil 
in. I believe Cook sa'id, "Turn 
me over on my right side." I 
was then outside, but the dooi 
was open. I <lo not think th^ 
1 was in the room at the time he 
died. I went in just before, bul 
came out again. Jones wai 
there at the time, and had his 
right arm under Cook's head. 
Palmer was then feeling Cook's 
pulse, and said to Jones, ♦* Hia 
pulse is gone." Jones pressed 
the side of his face to Cook's 
heatt, lifted up his hands, bul 
did not speak, r aimer asked me 
to fetch Mr. Bamford, and I went 
for him. Cook's death occurred 
about three-quarters of an hour 
after I had been called up. Mr. 
Bamford came over. I did not 
return to Cook's room. When 
Mr. Bamford came down stairs 
he said, "He is dead: he was 
dead when I arrived." After 
Mr. Bamford had gone I went 
up to the landing, and sat upon 
e stairs. I had sat there about 
ten minutes when Jones cams 
out of the room, and said, '' Mr. 
Palmer wants you," or "WiE 
you go into the room ?" I weat 
into the room where Cook was 
h^ing dead. Palmer was there. 
I said to him. " It is not pos- 
sible that Mr.'tJook is dead^' 
He said, "Oh yes, he is dea^ 

ELlZABi^H^^lLL«, V.i.AMi.EKMAlli AT Th"k TaLBOT AeMS. ^^ ^^^^' "^^ ^^^^ ^ ^"^ 

would come and lay him out. I mentioned two women whom I thought Pahner knew, m 

said, "Those are just ^ 
women." I said, «* Shall I 
fetch them?" and he said, 
"Yes." I had seen a betting- 
book in Cook' s-room. Itwai 
a dark book, with gold 
round the edges. It was Bet| 
very large book, rather vM 
long thap square, and hid j 
clasp at one end. IsawC 
have this book when he s 
at Talbot Arms, as he ' 
to the Liverpool races, i 
months before. There 
case at the one side conti 
a pencil. I saw the book 
Cook' 8 room 'on Monday n 
1 took it off the dressmg- 
table and gave it to him in 
bed. He asked me to give him 
the book, pen, and ink, and 
some paper. I gave him all. 
That was between seveD and 
eight o' clock. He took a post- 
age stamp from a pocket at 
one end of the book. I re- 
placed the book on the frame 
of the looking-glass on the 
dressing-table. Palmer was 
in the room after that time. 
Masters, LANDLorjo op the Taleot Ahms. To my knowledge Ineversav 





FIEST DAT, MAT 14, 1856 



29 



ri book afterwards. I afterwards searched the room for it, but could not find it. When 
went into the room after Cook's death, the clothes he had worn were lying on a 
lihair. I saw Palmer searching the pockets of the coat. That was about ten minutes 
after the death. When I went into the room Palmer had in his hand searching tiie 
^kets, the coat which I had seen Cook wear. Palmer also searched under the pillow 
and bolster. I saw two or three letters lying upon the chimney-piece. I never saw them 
again, but I was not much in the room afterwards. I had not seen the letters before Crook's 
death. 

The examination in chief of this witness being concluded, the Court adjourned, at twenty 
annates past six o'clock, till next morning, when it met at ten o'clock. 




The Maypole, Euobley 
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' SECOND DAT.— Mat 15, 1856. 

Amonff the ^iBtinguishedpersons present were the Earl of Derby,. Earl Grey, Lord W. LemMwr, 
T oiS^Q G lennox, Lord H. Lennox, &c. 

The leanied Judges, Lord Chief Justice Campbell, Barom Mderwm, and -Mr. Justiee^ Oresswell, 
ftceompanied by the Kecorder, the Sheriffs, the Under- Sheriffs, and several members of the 
Court of Aldermen, took their seats on the bench at ten o'clock- 

The prisoner was then placed at the bar. The expression of his countenance was sadder and 
more subdued than on the preceding day. He maintained his usual tranquillity of demeanour, 
Seldom changing his position, and gazing steadfastly at the witnesses. 

The same counsel were again in attendance : — ^The Attorney-General, Mr. E. James, Q.C., Mr. 
Bodkin Mr. "Welsby, and Mr. Huddleston, for the Crown ; and Mr. Serjeant Shee, Mr. Grore, 
Q C., ^r. Gray, and Mr. Kenealy, for the prisoner. 

The Jury, who had been all night at the London Coffee-house, were conducted into court by the 
officer who had them in charge. , . . . . , . , 

Elizabeth Mills, who was under exammation the previous evenmg, was again placed in the 
witness-box. She deposed as follows : — ^I had been engaged at the Talbot Arms for about three 
years previous to Cook's death. Cook first came to that inn in the month of ^May, 1855, and was 
off and on for some months. I never heard him complain of any illness during that time except 
of an affection in his throat. I heard him complain of a sors throat two or tiiiee months before 
his death. He said it resulted from cold. He took a gargle for it. I believe he had it £pom Mr. 
Xhirlby. I did not observe any sores about his mouth. I never heard him complain of a difficulty 
in swaUowing. I have seen him with a ^' loaded" tongue occasionally, but I never heard him 
eomplain of a sore tongue, nor have I heard of caustic being applied to his tongue. It was a 
month, if not more, before his death, that I heard him say he had a sore throat. I never knew 
him to take medicine before his last illness. He had a slignt cough through cold, but never to mj 
knowledge a violent one. He had not been ailing just before he went to Shrewsbury. On his 
return from Shrewsbury he complained of being poorly. I left my situation at Christmas, and 
went to my home in the Potteries. Since then I have been in anoUier situation, which I left in 
I'obruary. I have seen Mr. Stevens, Mr. Cook's father-in-law, since I have been in London. 1 
cannot say how many times I have seen him, but it is not more than six or seven times. Some- 
times we conversed together in a private room. H« only came to see whether I liked' the place or 
whether I liked London, We used to converse together about Mr. Cook's deatttu Ihoira talited 
to' him about Mr. Cook's^ death at Bugeley. I cannnt remember anything* else that wb taited 
about except the death. He has never given me a fJEtcdiing of money or .promiaed' to get me a 
place. I saw Mr. Stevens last TuesdB/y^ at Belly's H^tel, where I had been* in. servose. Lavisis 
Barnes waa wil& us. She was the waitress at me Talbot Arms when Mr. Cook died. Two othes 
-persons were-pETuent,. Mr. Hatton, the chief offieec of Ikigeley, and Mr. Gardber, an attorney air 
the same pitoe. Wr. (Sbokf s death- ma^ have been menttiMwd' at. thifr meDting. Qtiher. l3dBg» wem 
talked of whixs&l di> not w^h to-mention. 

Mr. j^^'MMi^iSXtfs^— But yout must mention them;. 

Witness^I.oamiot ramember what they wesa.. I danotlfiaiow w^iflier.wte'taikcHiadnit.the tria£. 
^ey did not a^ mo what I could prove. ]B^di^)06Uioirw8»not readi oveit to'me^.aml Ifr . Stevens 
did not talk to me abimxt the symptpms that were eaiubited' bjrM'r. Cook before his dentil. I had 
fieenl^. Hattomafiswtimes Before. I onoe saw him at Bbfly's. He m«(iely dined there. I. 
eannot remembeKwhst^ker he spoke to nue about iCook^s- deatik Me midit have <mdcf bo; rcannet 
xenumBsr whtflthgr he didi os not. I Imumr he ariesd- me' hew I did. (A. laogjLy E saw ^fe:. 
^bu^eronoe at>Bblly'», and<ox]fie:inLt^e attofii, and Tswear these were- the only aeoaaosB I ev«r 
a«w him. I never went wdth: him to' a^aallaiitar' s office. At< present* I ettas living with in^ moliieir 
atJCufi^lev. Before that- rhaiilhBenlisi^Bi^'among my fti«nda% I \arefwr su man. namedi DntteB^ 
He isa friend of wasm I have been st^ringialrhiji house;. H& mether^ lives' in> the same house^ 
H)^ is- a labouring man.^ I used* to sleep with Button's^ motlfew: I swear that I dept with his 
mo&isif. I have^ also heen staying: with a cousin oft" miioe in th» Potteries* 1 left Dolly's 
of my own acQord^ lieoause I did not like the plaoK> T oan^ read, and I read the news- 
papers. I have heard of 1iie case of a nerson named Beve,^ who was supposed to have mur- 
dered his wife at Leeds. I merely heard tiiat it was another strychnine case, but the symptoms 
of strychnine were not mentioned. I will swear that I mentioned "twitching" to the coroner. 
If I did not use the exact word, I said something to the same effect. I will swear that I have 
used the word "twitching" before I came to London. The words "twitching" and ** jerking" 
were not first suggested to me. I did not say anything about the broth having made me sick 
before the coroner, because it did not occur to me. 1 did tell the coroner that I tasted the broth, 
and that I did not observe anything jparticular about it. I was examined several times, and I was 
. questioned particularly upon the subject of the broth, and I said* on one occasion that I thought 
tne broth was very good. I did not at the time think it was the broth that had caused the 
sickness. I was so ill that I was obliged to go to bed ; but I could not at all account for it. 



I only took tw»«tabi63pooiiM», flEftdltlie siokness omnb on; in* abwtthsAt fiir fadnr; Ifn^VArku&fr 
of Mir. GSook t«hEuig-ooire»ia bed befofe tiieseoeoaaions. If I . have flaid that Mr. Palmer ordered 
coffee for Cook, 1 hare no doubt that it is correct. I cannot remember so "well tot-dayas I did' 
yeBterday. I eaimot remember wlietiierl told the ooroner that* I had mft seen Mr. Palmer 
when I gave the'deceased the coffee. I don't remember whether I said anydling' before the* - 
coroner about' ee^Bg' a bvx. of piite' in the d^ceaded*S' bedroom on the Monday night, and 
that Palmer was In the room at the time. Perhaps I was not ai^d the question. T did' 
nothing but answer questions • that were put to me. I am sure that Palmer was in iSke room 
on liiat nigiit. I reme»iber that ^he brought a jar of jelly, and I openedit. I swear that, 
the deeeased told* nve- that' the pills Palmer had given him nad made mm illi I did not say 
this-befere* the cotoneri I -mm asked some questions by Dr. Collier with regardto what I had' 
stated to the coroner, and I said that my evidence had been altered, as some things had 'Occurred to 
me since, and I had made another statemsat to a gentleman. I. gave this additional statement to a 
gentleman at Dolly's. I don't know who the gentleman was. I did not ask him,,aixd.hadid n#t ' 
' tell me. He did not ask me many questions. He put a few to me and wrote down my an;a[wersr 
He mentioned Mr. Stevens' name. Mr. Stevens was there. 

Serjeant Shee — Why did you not tell me that? Because you did not ask. me. (A* Ikugh.V 

Cross-examination continued: I did not tell the coroner that Mr. Cook was beating the bed- 
clothes on thfe Monday night; I did say that he sometimes threw his head' back, and then 
would raise himself up again, and I believe I also said that he. could hardly sjpeak for shortness of 
breath, r dfd not say that he called *• Murdfer!" twice, and I do not remember saying Ihat he 
*' twitched" while I was robbing his h:ind8. I did not sayanything about toast and water being 
given to Mr. Cook, by order of Palmer, in a spoon; or that he snapped at the spoon, and bit it so. 
bard that it was difficult to gerit out of his mouth. 

The Lord Chief Justice' here interposed, and iotimated his opinion that it would be a fahner 
course- to read the witness'^ depositions. 

The otlier Judges concurred. 

The Attomey-Gentral said, he should have interposed, but it' was his intention to adduce 
evidence to show the manner in> which the case was conducted, byitbe cOronec, and that he was 
expostulated with upon omitting to put proper questions, and alsa omitting to take down the 
answers that were given. 

Cross-examination oantinued. *-I should ha^e answered all those qifestioninf they had been put 
Co me. I was not purposely recalled to state the symptoms of the dtoevsedliini the presence of Dr. 
Taylor. When the prisoner came to the Talbot on the Tuesday night, he had a plaid dressing- 
gown on^ but I cannot say whether he had a cap or not;. E did not observesthat the prisoner 
appeared at all confused at the. time he was examining the clothe* andUhebedi oft the deceased. 

A model of the prisoner's house and of the hotel was here produced^ T!h&: deposition of the 
witness was put in and read, fur the purpose of showing that the statements<nmde by her in her 
examination on Wednesday were omitted when she was examined by the coronet. 

Re-examined by Mr £. James*, 

I was examiDedon a greatt.many different days by the coroner.. liWflEB^mit asked to describe all 
tbe symptoms I saw. IHie coroner himself put the questiona:tD m^ andihlfeiclerk took down the 
answeiBa. I merely aasti^red the questions, and I was-not told to describeetall Tsaw. The coroner 
asked meif the broths had any effect upon me, and Ifsaid, ''Not that. Iiwe»aware:of." I dont know 
what brought theisicktiess to my mind afterwards, but £ think thatrsanm! one.' eMe in the house 
brought the fact tD(ni)r tnemory. I certamly did vomit after- I took«thftlmath)vandiwas obliged to 

Stabedt I am-quitt signer the deceased told me that' it was the piils^B^ihlen'h8di given him that 
d inade hlmJll. Whtnr Mr. Cbltier came tome he said thatihe w«ifr.fbr! tiht Grown, and he then 
asked'rae questions about thO' inquest and the deatlf of Mh.Gook^. P anawerediaili the questions he 
pttt.tt»-fDe,ka»d-hetook: tliemidoW'B in writing, and carriedith» sMAementaw«y. with him. Two 
other persons waitedt (nit«td«ith« house. I am engaged tO' bcinaaimBditO'One off tiloiD^ttons. 

8erj/eanti Shee*^l>\d not» Df; Culiier tell you that: he w£»» naiihen f&R' thei: Glnwttmor foe the 
dtfence,.but forthertmfeh ?' 

fVHnem*^lto^^ what he saidwas that he waafbr the Crown .;.Buttwilt«tthi^dbair8diabcant all things 
wsrto«knowrthe truth, aad'.tivat he asked ma ttrtell'him vrithoutrf&a3;.f)mmiv.or-affietiiim. 

' Mr. GATIDNER, exammtAihyitharMtcfrney^^BlmBndi. 

I am a member of the firm of Gardner & Co., offfiugeley^ I acted inahiStmattw f&Rthttiilrm b f 
Cbokson and. Co., the solicitors oi Mr. Stevens,. the f&iiters^ink-luw of Cook^. lattftndbditheinquesti 
on the body of Cook, and occasionally put questions to>the^witn esses. Mh Wkrd^vam attorney, was • 
the coroner. He put.questions tp the witnesses, and hTliclkrk».tDok down tHe:ansmeni. 'Dheiaquest 
lasted dve days, and several times upon each day I ex^ostuiated^iiinth the conmB£ ont«iBattiittof his 
omitttng.tb put questions*- 

VLt, StrjearU Shee submitted.tbat what was^saidi^fl^^he coxmi£B was no evidboBsragBihs^.the 
prisoner.. 

TheMtbrneyrGcneral—^JX is not intended' a» ev4dimi;& against, the; Qrisonesvlhitt tte iiAiitS the 
eftlct of evidence that you have put in. I will a»k^ — had' yoitr oocasi'mr to ex^puj^mlate with' the . 
coroner as to the omission of his clerk to take down, the answers of witnesses? 

Mr. Serjeant Sliee — ^I object to the question being put in that form. 

The AWorney-General-^jyid you observe that the clerk omitted to. take down the aoswers of 
Elizabeth M!nst-*Not in reference to thAr particular case. 
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Mr. Baron Alderson— Her account of the matter is that the questions were not pat. 

The Mtoruey-Geperal— Did Dr. Taylor object that questions were not put which ought to have- 
been put?— I do not recollect it. 

Lord Campbell — It is not suggested, as I understand, that the coroner refused to correct any 
mistakes that were made. 

The AHomev'Getieral^l am prepared to show that there was such misconduct on the part of 
the coroner as led to expostulation. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee — DonH stale that unless you are going to prove it. 

The Attorney-General — It is suggested that a witness has given evidence here which she did not 
give before the coroner; my object is to show, first, that questions were not put to her which might 
and ought to have been put; secondly, that her answers to other questions were not taken down* 

Lord Campbell hel4 that the evidence was not admissible. 

Cross-examined by Serjeant Shee, 

The jury put a great many questioi&s. 

Re-examined. 

The jury made very strong observations as to the necessity of putting questions. 
' The A ttomey-Generalr— Did the^ assign any reason for interfering when they put questions f 

Mr. Serjeant Shee objected to this question, on the ground that it did not arise out of his cross- 
examination. 

Lord Campbell— My learned brethren think that evidence upon this point is not admissible. 

Mr. Justice Cubsswell said, the depositions which had been put in did not show that any 
questions had been put by the jurymen. If they had contained such questions thev would have- 
shown tlve motive of the jury in putting them. But the Court was left totally in the dark as ta 
whether questions had been put by the coroner or any other person. For an) thing that appeared 
to the contrary, the witnesses might have made a voluntary statement without any questions at 
all beins put to them. No foundation was laid therefore for the Attorney-General's question. 

Mr. Baron Alde&son concurred. 

Mrs. ANN BBQOKS, examined by the Attorney-General 

L live at Manchester. I am 
in the habit of attending races* 
I was at Shrewsbury races in 
November, 1855. I saw Palmer 
there. On the 14th (Wednes- 
day), about eight o'clock m 
the evening, I met him in the- 
street, and asked him whetbter 
he thought his horse Chicken 
would win ? He desired me if 
I heard anythiog further about 
a horse belonging to Lord 
Derby, which was also to ran». 
to call and tell him on the 
following day. I went to the- 
Baven to see him at half.paat 
ten o'clock on the Thursday 
evening. Some friends waited 
for me in the road. I went 
upstairs and asked a servant^ 
to tell Palmer that I wished 
to speak to him. The servant: 
said he was there. At the top 
of the stairs there are two 
passages, one facing the other, 
to the left. I turned to the- 
left. I saw Palmer standing 
by a small table in the pas- 
sage. He had a tumbler-slass 
in his hand, in which there 
appeared to be a small quantity 
of water. I did not see him. 
put anything into it. There 
was a light between him and 
me, and he held it up to the 
light. He said to me, '* I will 
be with you 'prescntlv." Ha 
saw me the moment I got to 
the top of the stairs. He 
stood at the table a minute 
or two longer with the glaa» 
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A his hand, holdiBg it tip to the light onee or twice, and notr and then shakings 
it. I made an obseryation about the fineness of the weather. The door of a sitting- 
room, which I supposed was unoebupied, was partially open, and he went into it, 
taking the glass with him. In two or three minutes he came out again with the glass. What 
vas in the ^lass was still the colour of water. He then carried it into his own sitting-room, the 
door of which was shut. He afterwards came out and brought me a glass with brandy-and- 
water in it. It might have been the same glass. I had some of the brand y-and- water. It pro- 
daeed no unpleasant consequences. We had some conTersation about the races. In the course 
of it he said he should back his own horse, Chicken. I was present At Uie race, when' Chicken 
ran and loat. 

Cross-examined by. Mr; Serjeant Skee* 

I am married. Brooks is the name of my husband. He never goes with me to races. I live 
with him. 1 don't attend many races in the course of a year. My husband has a high appoint- 
ment, and does not sanction my going to races. A great number of racing men were ill at Shrews, 
bury on the Wednesday. There wasia wonder as to what had caused their illness, and something, 
was said about the water being poisoned. People were affected by sickness snd purging. I knew 
some persons who were so affected. The passage in which I saw Palmer holding the glass led to a 
good many rooms. I think it was lighted by gas. I supposed that he was mixing some cooling 
drink. 

Re-examined. 

I was not examined before the coroner. The brandy-and-water which Palmer gave me was 
cold. I had been on friendl^r terms^ with .him, I bad known him a number of years as a racing- 
nan. 

LAVINIA BARNES, examined by Mr. £. Jamet. 
In November, 1855, 1 was a waitress at the Talbot Arms. I knew Palmer and Cook. Cook called 
there on the 12th (Monday) as he was going to the races. He did not complain of illness. I saw him 
when be returned on the 15th. On the Friday he came between nine and ten o'clock in the even- 
ing, after dining with Palmer. He spoke lo me. He was sober. On the Saturday 1 saw him twice. 
Some broth was sent over and taken up to him by me. He could not take it ; be was too sick* I car" 
ried it down and put ii into the kitchen. I afterwards saw Palmer, and told him Cook was too sick to 
take it. Palmer said he must have it. Blizabeth Mills afterwards took it up again. She was 
taken ill with violent vomiting on the Sunday, between twelve and one o'clock. She went to 
bed, and did not come down stairs till four or five o'clock. I saw some broth on that days in 
the kitchen. It was in a *< sick-cup," with two handles, not belonging to the house. I did not 
see it brought The cup went back to Palmer's. On the Monday morning, between seven and 
eight o'clock, I saw Palmer. He told Mills he was going to London. I also saw Cook during, 
the day. Sandars came to see him, and I took him up some brandy-and-water. I slept that night 
in the next room to Cook's. ^Palmer came between eight and nine o'clock in the evening, and 
went upstairs, but I did not see whether he went into Cook's room. About twelve o'clock I 
was in the kitchen, when Cook's bell rang violently. I went upstairs. Cook was very ill, and 
asked me to send for Palmer. He screamed out "Murder;" He exclaimed that he was in 
violent pain^^th at he was suffocating. His eyes were wild-looking, standing a great way out of 
his head. He was beating the bed wiih his arms. He cried out, " Christ, have mercy on my 
sonl!" ^ I never saw a person in such a state. Having called up Mills, I left to send '^ Boots" for 
Palmer. Palmer came, and I again went into th^^room. Cook was then more composed. He 
said, ** Ob, doctor, I shall die." Palmer replied, " Don't be alarmed) my lad." J saw Cook drink 
a darkish mixture out of a glass. I don't know who gave it to hi^. I both saw and heard him 
snap at the glass. He brought up the draught. I le^t him between twelve and one o'clock, when he 
was much more composed. On the Tuesday he seemed a little better. At night, a little before 
twelve o'clock, the bell rang again. I was in the kitchen. Mills went up stairs. I followed her, 
and heard Cook screaming, but did not go into the room. I stood outside the door, and saw- 
Palmer come. He had been fetched. I said as he passed me, " Mr. Cook is ill again." He said,. 
" Oh, is he ?" and went into the room. He was dressed in his usual manner, and wore a black 
coat and a cap. I remained on the landing when Palmer came out. As he went down stairs. Mills 
asked him how Cook was? He said to her and to me, ** He is not so bad by fifty parts as he was 
last night." I heard Cook ask to be turned over before I went in, while Palmer was there. I went 
in after Palmer had left, but I came out before Cook died. After he died on the Tuesday I went 
into the room, and found Palmer with a coat in his hand. He was clearing out the pockets of the 
coat, and looking under the bolstef. I said, " Oh 1 Mr. Cook can't be dead ! " Palmer said, '* He 
is. I knew he would be," ^nd then left the room. I saw him on the Thursday following. He 
came into the body of the hall, and asked for the key of Mr. Cook's bedroom, in which the body 
was lying. The key was in the bar. He said he wanted some books and papers and.a paperknife, 
for they were to go back to the stationer's, or else he would have to pay for them. • I went with 
him into the room. He then requested me to go to Miss Bond for some books. I went down 
stairs and fetched the books. When I returned he was still in the room looking for the paperknife 
on the top of the chest of drawers among books, papers, and clothes. He said," I can't find the 
knife anywhere." Miss Bond, the housekeeper, afterwards came up, and I left. On the Friday, 
between three and four o'clock, I saw Mr. Jones with Palmer. Jones said he thought Palmer knew 
where the bettipg-book was. Palmer asked me to go and look for^t, and said it was sure to be 
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founds but it WM not worth aaythiii; Hyanf oiiv<but?Coo1c. MiNi and I went up to look fdr it, hut- 
we could not find it. We «earched everywhere, in tbe'bed and atl round the room, but not in the 
' drawers. We went down and told Palmer and Ji>ne8 that w«>«ould not find it Pblmersaid, "Oh, 
it will- be found somewhere^ I'll go with you and looli roynlfi" He did not go with os, but left 
the bouse. I did not see hioi'Come out of tbs roomon tneXbundayt There-war no reason for 
our not looking in the drawera* Some people were'ia the-room'at the time nailini^ the coffin. 

Gross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Siuse, 

Cook had some coffee on the Saturday between 12 and 1. I did not pay any pavticolarftttenttoii^ 
tothetime when Palmer went up on the Monday. I am not sure it was before half-past. oioe, biit.L 
am sure it was before 10. I don't remember whether Cook touched the glass from which he drank 
the mixture. I think some one else waa holding-it. There was someof Cook's linen in several of 
the diawen. Tharo was a partfB«Mit6att- coataininis! other thiaga betides these in the* dtawera. 
There were- dress clothes, an -overooat, and morning, clothes. The doorwaatlocked onthe night of ' 
the death. Tlie women were sent for to lay ovit theisovpse be&rKitrwaa^Ughtt The undertaker* 
vrent on the following morning, and the door was -looked alter they left.. They came again on the 
Thursday night, had the key, and went up by themselves. The body wa^ pot Into-the'coffln the 
day Stevens was there. The women were in the room with' tlie three undertaken when I looked' 
for the book. 

Re-examined by the Attorney-General, 

The chambermaid and I were in and out of tHeroom while the women were laying out the body, 
but they were sometimes -left alone; I sfrtv nothing of the book at that time. I nad seen it before 
in Cook's hand,, hut I don^t remembep seeing it in the> room. 

ANN ROWLEY, examined by Mr. WeUly, 

I live at Rugeley, and have frequently been employed as charwoman by Palmer.. On the Satac- 
day before Cook died Paimer s entma to^Mr. Robinson's, at the Albion Ihn, for a little broth fbr. 
Cook. 1 fetched the broth, took it to Palmer's house, and put it tothie fire in the back kitchen to 
warm. After deing ao, L went about my work in other parts of the house. When the broth was 
hot, Palmer brouglit ii.to me in the kitchen, and poured it into a cup. Hte told me to take it to the. 
Talbot Arms for Cook,, to ask if^ he would takea little bread or toast with it, and to* say that Smith 
Had sent in 

. By Lord CAMTBELL^He did not say why I was to'say that. 

. Examination resumed. — There is a Mr. Jeremiah Smith at Rugeley. Hteiscallied '* Jeny Smiths"' 
He Is' a friend of Palmer's. I took tho broth to the Talbot Arms, and gave it to Lavinia Barnesi 
Cross-examined by, Mr. Serjeant Sbee, 

Mr. Smith was in the habit of putting up at the Albion* He wa»ft«endly with Gook> Ctrnk warn' 
td have, dined with Smith that day, but was notable to go* Mr«4 Robinson^, tho. landlady -of th« 
Albion, made the broth, but i do not know by whose ordera.. 

By Lord Casipbbll — The broth was at the fire in Palmares: kitcbeni about filrttaiiinalca» 
CHARLES HORCEY, examined by Mr. Bl>dkin. 

ram a gardener living at Rugeley, and was occasionally employjed'by the prisoner in his garden.. 
Oh the Sunday before Cook died Palmer asked me to take some bioth to Cook. That was at 
Palmer's house, wherel was in the habit of going. It was between 12 and 1 o'clock. He gav« me 
the broth in a small cup, with a cover over it, and told me to take it to ihe Talbot Arms for Cook.. 
I did so. I cannot say whether or not the broth was hot. I gave itto one of the servant girls at 
the Talbot Arms, but which I' cannot say. 

The witness was not cross-examined. 

SARAH BOND, examined by Mr. Huddleston.. 

In: November last I was housekeeper at thi» Talbot Arms.- I- knew Cook* He -staved at the 
Talbot. Arms. I. remember his going to Shrewsbury raceaon the 12th of November. He retnrned'. 
on the Thureday. I heard hirasaythat he was very poorlyW I did not see' him onthe Friday or 
Saturday. On Sunday I saw him about 8 o'clock in the evening. He was in bed. He said' that he 
bad been very poorly, but was better. Very soon afterwards- 1 saw Palmer. I asked him what he 
thought of Cook, and he replied that he waa better. On Saturday night Smith' had slept in the* 
room with.Cook. On tbeSunday evening I asked Palmer if Cook wouldnot wantsomebody with 
him that night, and Palmer replied that he was so much, better, that it would' not be necessary- 
that any one should be with him. I asked if Daniel Jenkins, the boots^ should slfcep in the room ? 
Palmer said) that Cook was> so much better he had much, rather he did not. Onthe Monday 
morning* ^ iit*l^ before 7 o'clock, I saw Palmer again. He came into the kitchen to me. Tasked 
him bow Cook wak He said he-was better, and requested me to'makehim a- cup of coffhe. He 
did not say anything about its strength.. Ho remained in the kitchen^ and' !■ made-the coffbe and' 
gave it to him. . He told methat he-was ginng. to London,.and that hehsd written for Mi*. Jones to 
come to see Gook.' On the Monday night,. hearing from the wwtress that Cook was ill, ! went up* 
to his- room between 11 and 1^ o'clock* Whon<l went into* the room Cook* was alone: He whs 
skting.up in bed, resting ob hi* elbow. He-seemed disappointed^ and^aald that' he did not want to 
see me» but Palmers I wimt out on to the landing, and>aoon«fterwiird8 Palmer came. Palmer went* 
into tfaeroouti I couldnot see what was done in tiCeroom. Palmer came out, went away for a 
fw o)iiiiittti,«iid then retuened.. Aftes heieame baokJ faBMl4h«t Cooh:4Mid^yomited. Cook said' 



h< th M igl i t:lift riittf A die BBkiiw<cli«*r«dft hifn ii))^ And siUd that ]i«.woiiIdLdo.aU. lie oould to 
pceveocitu Wban- PMmev.caoi* Mit of the rofsin .«^in^ I askad him if Cook had any relatives, and 
ht.^ttidUi«thebiidoiil]i(Si8tep*£itli«r. I saw Cook again between 3 and 4 o'clock on Tuesday.. 
Tb«t WAS wbea Mr« hmet oame, A littio after 6 o'doek I took some jelly up* to Cook. Heseemed 
Tery anxious* fi>r it, and said Ibatho thought ha should die. I. thought be seemed better. I did . 
DQtace him- again aliv«. Between. 8< a«d'9 o'clock on Wednesday morning, I locked the. doos of, 
the raom in wbieh QM^'ftbody lay. About Q o'clock I g«ive the key to Mr. ToUy, the baiber, . 
wbeRhe-caine to ahe»« the eorpae. On Xbursday I gave ii to Lavioia Barnes, After that I went 
up.totthe^Foom'aaidraet Palmer, coming ouioi^lc^ After I came out tbe door was locked, and I had 
the key. On Faday^. when. Mr* Stevens came, I gave the key to the undertaker. 

(^oBSiexammed by Mt. 6fro9e'. 
T&a passengers % the express train A*om London arrived, at Bugeley about 10 o^olook in tile ■ 
evening.. Tney come by fly from Stafford. 

fnUilAJH BMNSiY. jp2f£a, examined by tbn Attorney r General, 

I am a surgeon, liTing at ttxikitipwcet^. I ba'v^'been in practioe fifteen years. . I. was aoquainted*' > 
witb Cook^ who fi:Y>m- time to tine^ neeided. at my house. I had been' on terms- of intimacy with 
liini nearly fiye years. H« was* 28- years' of age when he. died, and unmanied. He was originaUy 
editcated-ror the law, but of late years had daroted himself to agrioultiwe and the turf. The last, 
year or two he had no farm. He kept raceborseS) and- hetted ■ I had knaxm P.almer about 12 
months. Lately* Cook eonsSdered'-mtf house at Lutterworth's aa his home. I have attended bijn^ 
pro^rasionaily. £&s hesHh was gmendly good, but he wasnot very robust; He waaamanof 
active hahitd. " He both hunted and plf^ed orioket. In November last' he invited, me to go |^ 
Sloewsbury to see his* horse nm, aad I went. I spent Tuesday, the 131^,. with him there. That 
was the day on which Poiestar'ran and won. I (ttned with Gook and- other Mends- at the Eaveii 
Hotel^ wheT« he was staving. The horse haidng won,- there was a litlle extras champagne drunk. 
We dmed hetween 6 and 7 o'clook, and the party broke up between- 8 and 9. Cook aftewards ao>- 
coupanied me round the town-. We went to Mr. Fiwill'sw y^ko is Clerk, of the Courses I Baxv Cook " 
produce his betling-book to Whitehouse, 1^ joedcey. He oaloulated his* winnings -on Polestxtr* 
Tlbre were figures in the book. Cook made a statem^it as to his winnings. 

Mr. Serjeant Shefi^siGa^dL to this statement being givon in evidenoe, andithie' Ajttomey-General 
therefore did not a^ any questions as to its purpert. 

Examination resumed.— 1 left the Baven Hotdl at 10' o'clock. Gook was then at. the door.. He 
was not at all the worse for liquor. He was in his usual health. On. tile £oUawing Monday I se<^ 
cerved a letter fhmi Palmer; 

This letter, which was put in and read, was a» follows':— 

"My dear Sir, — ^Mr. Cook was taken ill at Shrewsbury, and obli^d to* call' in a medical manv. 
8iace then he has been confined to his bed here with a very severe bilious attaiokj combined with' 
diarrhcea. I think it desirable fbr you to come to see him, as soon as possible. 

" November 18,. 1856." " Wtdbiam PAiacia, 

Examination resumed. — On that day (Monday) I was very unwell. On the next duy ,1 went to . 
Bogeley. I arrived at the Talbot Arms about half past 3 o'clock inthe«ftenioon, aEdimmediately 
went up to Cook's room. He said that he was v^try oomforfiable, but he had been verv ill at 
Shrewsbury. He did not detail the symptoms, but said he was obliged to call in a medical man. 
Palmer came in, I examined Qook in Palmer's presence. He^had a natural pulse. I looked at 
his tongue, which was clean. I said it was hardly the tongue of a bilious diarrhoea attack. 
Palmer replied— **Tou should have seen it before.*'^ I did not then tjrescribe fbr Cook. In the 
course ot the afternoon I visited him several times. He changed for the better. His spirits and 
pulse both improved. I gave him, at his request, some toast and water, and he vomited. There 
was no diarrhoea. The toast and water was in the room. Mr. Bamford came in the evening about 
7 o'clock. Palmer had told me that Mr. Bamford had been called in.. Mr. Bamford expressed 
his opinion that Cook was going on very satisfactorily. "We were talking about what he was to 
have, and Cook objected to the pills of the previous night. Palmer was mere all the time. Cook 
said the pills made hirn iU. I do not remember to whom he addressed this observation. We three 
(Palmer, Bamford, and myself) went out upon the landing. Palmer proposed that Mr. Bamford 
Mould make up some morphme pills as Wore, at the same time requesting me not to mentioir. 
to Cook what they contained, as he objected to the morphine so nmcn. Mr. Bamfbrd agreed to 
this, and he went away. I went back to Cook's room, and Palmer went with me. Duiing the 
evening I was several times in Cook's room. He seemed very comfortable all th& evening. 
There was no more vomiting nor any diarrhoea, but there was a natural motion of the bowels. I 
observed no bilious symptoms about Cook. 

By Lord CAMPBELL-~Did he i^ear to have recently suffered fipom a bilious attack ?— No. 

Examination resumed. — Pafmer and I went to his house about.S'o'clock. I remained there i^out 
half-an-hour, and then returned to Cook. I next saw Palmer iti Cook^s room at nearly 11 o'clock. 
He had brought with him a box of pills. He opened the paper, on which the dieeciion was written 
in my presence.. That paper was round the box. He called my attention to the paper, saying, 
** What air excellent handwriting for an old man !" I did not read the direction, but looked at the 
writing, which was very gpod. Palmer proposed to Qook that he should take the pills. Cook pro- 
tested wry much agamst i^ because they had made him so ill on the pievioa« nighti PBimer 
repeated the request several times, and at last Cook complied with it,, and t0(*k the- pills. Th« 
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moment he took them he Tomited into the utenBil. Pftlmer and myieU (at Palmer's reqoett) 
searched in it for the pills, to see whether they were returned. We foiind nothii^ bat toast-and- 
water. I do not know when Cook had drunk the toast-and-water, but it was standing by tbe bed- 
side all the evening. The vomiting could not have been caused by the contents of the pills, nor by 
the act of swallowing. After vomiting Cook laid down and appeared quiet. Before Palmer came 
Cook had got up and sat in a chair. His spirits were very good ; he was laughing and joking, 
talking of what he should do with himself 4uring the winter. After he bad uken the pills I went 
do>^n stairs to my supper, and returned to his room at nearly 12 o'clock. His room was doiible- 
bedde^y and it had been arranged that I should sleep in it that night. I talked to Cook for a few 
minutes, and then went to bed. When I last Ulked to him he was rather sleepy, but quite as well 
as he had been during the evening. There was nothing about him to eacite any apprehensions. I 
had been in bed about 10 minutes, and had not gone to sleep, when he suddenly started up in bedl^ 
and called out, ** Doctor, get up, I am going to be ill I Ring the bell and send for Palmer." J rang 
the bell. The chambermaid came, and Cook called out to her, ** Fetch Mr. Palmer." He asked 
me to give him something; I declined, and said, ** Palmer will be here directly." Cook was then 
sitting up in bed. The room was rather dark, and I did not observe finythiog particular in his coan- 
tenance. He asked me to rub the back of his neck. I did so. 1 supported him with my arm. There 
was a stiffness about the muscles of his neck. Palmer came very soon (two or three minutes at the 
utmost after the chambermaid went for him. He said, ** I never dreised. so quickly in my life." 
I did not obberve how he was dressed. He gave Cook two pills, which hf told me were ammonia 
pills. Cook swallowed them. Directly he did so he uttered loud screams, threw himself back in 
tbe bed, and was dreadfully convulsed. That could not have been the result of the action of the 
pills last taken. Cook said, ** Raise me up I I shall be suffocated." That was at the commence- 
ment of the convulsions, which lasted five or ten minutes. The convulsions affected every muscle 
of the body, and were accompanied by stiffening of the limbs. I endeavoured to raise Cook with 
the assistance of Palmer, but found it quite impossible, owing to the rigidity of the limbs. When 
Cook found we could not raise him up he asked me to turn him over. He was then quite sensible. 
I turned him on to his side. 1 listened to the action of his heart. 1 found that it giiadually 
weakened, and asked Palmer to fetch some spirits of ammonia, to be used as a stimulant. Palmer 
went to his house and fetched the bottle. He was away a very short time. When he returned 
the pulsations of the heart were gradually ceasing, and life was almost extinct. Cook died very 
quietly a very short time afterwards. From the time he called to me to that of his de^th there 
elapsed about ten minutes or a quarter of an hour. He died of tetanus, which is a spasmodic 
affection of the muscles of the whole body. It causes death by stopping the action of the heart. 
The sense of suffocation is caused by the contraction of the respiratory muscles. The room was so 
dark that I could not observe what was the outward appearance of Cook's body after death. 
When be threw himself back in bed he clinched his bands, and they remairied clinched after 
death. When I was rubbing his neck his head and neck were unnaturally bent back by the spas- 
modic action of the muscles. After death bis body was so twisted or bowed that if I had placed it 
upon the back it would have rested upon the head and the feet 

By Lord Campb&ll — When did you first observe that twisting or bowing? — When Cook threw 
himself back in bed. 

Examination resumed'. — ^Thejaw was effected by the spasmodic action. Palmer remained half- 
an-hour or an hour after Cook's death. I suggested that we should have some women to lay Cook 
out. I left the room to speak to the housekeeper about this. Seeing two maids on the ilanding I 
sent them into the room where Palmer was with Cook's body. I went down staire and spoke to 
the housekeeper, and then returned to the bedroom. When 1 went back Palmer had Coo^s coat 
in his hand. He said to me,. V You, as his nearest friend, had better take possession of his effects." 
I took Cook's watcli and his purse, containing fiVe sovereigns and five shillings, which was idl I 
could find. I saw no betting-hook nor any papers or letters belonging to Cook. I found no bank- 
notes. 

, Before Palmer left did lie say anything to you on the subject of affairs' between himself and 
Cook?— He did. Soon after Cook's death he said, "It is a bad thing for me tliat Mr. Cook ia 
dead, as I am responsible for £3,000 or £4,000, and I hope Mr. Cook's friends will not let melosa 
it. If they do not assist me all' my horses will be seized." He said nothing about securities or 
papers. I was present when Mr. ' Stevens, Cook's stepfather, came. Palmer said that if Mr. 
elevens did not oury Cook he should. I do not recollect that there was any question about burying 
him. Mr. Stevens, JPalmer, Mr. Bamford, and myself dined together. After dinner, Mr. Stevens, • 
in Palmer'* presence, asked me to go and look for Cook's betting-book. I went to look for it, and 
Palmer followed me. The night that Cook died the betting-book was mentioned. 

Wlhat was said about it ? — Palmer said that it would be of use to no onei 

What led to this ? — My taking possession of the effects. 
I Did you make any observation aoout the book ? — ^I cannot recollect. 
. Did you find it !>— No. 



Did you make any remark? — ^No particular remark. 
, Did ralmer know what you were looking for ? — Yes. 

TT 5 X ij LL-ari ::_ J.V- i Ai-i t i_ h»» . tt 



How ?— I said, ** Where is the betting-book ?" Upon that he said, " It is of no use to any one.' 

You are bure he said that?— Yes. When 1 went to look for the book, at Mr. Steven's jequest 

Palmer followed me. I looked for the book for two or-three minutes^ but did not find it. 1 told 

the maidservants that I could not find it. Palmer returned with me to the dining-room, and I told 

Mr. Stevens that 1 could not find the book. 
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By Lord Campbeli. — When Palmer, Mr. Bamford, and myself held the consulution on the 
landing on the Tuesday night, nothing wa« said about the spasms of the night before. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Shee, 

I am a regular medical practitioner, and have for 15 years practised medicine as a means of 
gaining a living. I am a licentiate of the Apothecaries' Company, and have endeavoured, both as a 
young roan and since, to qualify myself for my profession. When I saw Cook his throat was 
siighSy ulcerated, but he could swallow very well, although with a little pain. I know that be had 
applied caustic to his tongue, but he had ceased to do so for two months. He did not after that 
continue to complain of pain in his throat or tongue. I saw him frequently during the races, and 
never heard him express any apprehension about spots which appeared upon his body, although 
he did express apprehensions of secondary symptoms resulting from syphilis. I am not aware that 
at the time he died he was suffering from the venereal disease, but I know that he had it about a 
twelvemonth ago. He had been reduced in circumstances some time before he died, but he was 
redeeming them. I do not know that he was frequently in want of small sums of money. I believe 
that he owned a mare in conjunction with Palmer named Pyrrhine, which was under the acre of 
Sandars, the trainer. The race which Polestar won was a matter of very great importance to the 
deceased. He was much excited at the race, and more particularly so after it. Decfcased was a 
very temperate man and did not exceed in wine on the evening of the race. The next I heard of 
blm was through the letter from Palmer. P&lmer knew perfectly well who I was, and that I was 
in practice as a surgeon at Lutterworth. When I saw deceased he objected to take morphia pills, 
l^ecause they had made made him ill the night before. He did not say that Dr. Savage had for- 
bidden him to take the morphia, but he said that he had been directed not to take mercury or 
opium. The effect of morphia would be to soothe and to cause slifeht constipation. When I saw 
him and he roused up a little, he said *< Palmer, give me the remedy you gave me last night." I 
rubbed the deceased's neck for about five minutes. He died very quietly. I had seen cases of 
tetanus before. I think 1 mentioned tetanus at the inquest. I am sure, if yoa refer to my depo- 
aitions, you will find that I mentioned tetanus and convulsions both. (The depositions wert 
referred to, and there was no mention of tetanus in them.) Witness continued, however, *' 1 am 
sure that I mentioned tetanus." 

The Attorney- General— I must set this right. I have here the original deposition, and I find 
that the matter stands thus :— ** There were strong symptoms of" — then there is the word " coda- 
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preMloil^ itnttk bat; and tt^n tkett Is the word "teUnud" ako struck oof-^ls evident that the 
clerk did no< know the meaning of what he was wricing'-^Md ibetr the wonl« ^^i^ialofytoonwiUiont** 
are added; so that the sentence atands, **Theve were sttong swiii(iloais of violent convulsions/' 

By Ur,Serjeant Sbee-^l i\$o said betoxe, the eoroner that I could not tell the cause of death, and 
that I imagined at the time that it was frana over*excttement. 

The Lord Chief Jusiice aaid, that the learned counsel must not.read detached portions of tile 
depositions^-the jwhole.must he read. (The depoMtioo« were Accordingly read by the Clerk of the 
Arraigns.) 

Cross-examination urontinued. — ^I do not recollect that I ever said .that daceased died of epilepsy. 
Dr. Bamford said lie died in an apoplectic fit, and J said that I thought he did not. I said that; it 
was more like an epileptic than an apoplectic fit. I do not know Mr. Pratt, but I took.a le;ter 
from hia| to Cook. Cook did not open it, but said, " I know the contents of it— let it he till 
to-morrow morning." I have seen Palmer's racing establishment at>Rugelev. I saw a number of 
maces .in foal, and others in the paddock, and some very vsbluable horaea. llTfae stables were good, 
and the establishment appeared to be a large and expensive one. 

Re-examined by the Attomey-'Gen^ral, 
I am not a good jtid^ of the value of racing horses, but I understand other horses very well. I 
have only seen one case of tetanus, and that ca«e resulted from a wound. The patient in that case 
' lasted three days before death ensued. I am satisfied that the death of Mr. Cook did not arise 
from epilepsy. In epilepsy consciousness is lost, but there is no rigidity or convulsive spasun of 
the muscles. The symptoms are quite different. I am equally certain' that death was not the 
result of.apoplexy. 

I LAVINIA BARNES waa recalled at the inetanae of Mr. Serjeant Shte, land, in .answer to the 

learned Serjeant; -she aaid,-*^ 
.On Monday nwrning Mr. Cook said to me ibat^he bad been'very >ill son finnday night, j uat hefare 
12 o'clock, and that he had rang the l»eil tforsene one to coaaettoliim ; but -he thought that they 
had all gone to bed. 

JiVLIZ AQETH MILLS, recalled .by the 4 Homey- Getter al, and examined on the same point. 

I remember on Monday morning asking Mr. Cook how he ^n«, aad he said that had been dis* 
turbed in the night, adding, *' I was just mad for two minutes." I said, ** Why did you not ring 
the bell ?" and he replied, ** 1 thought you would be all fast asleep, and would not hear me. The 
illness passed away, and 1 managed to get over it without." He also said that he thought he had 
been disturbed by'the noise of a quarrel in the street. 

Dr. HENRY SAVAGE, physician, 7, Gloucester-place, examined by the Attorney- General. 

I knew John Parsons Cook. He had been in the habit of consulting me professionally during 
the last four years. He was a man not of robust constitution; but his general health was good. 
He came to me in May, 1855, bat I saw him about November of the year before, and early^ in the 
spring of 1855. In the spring of 1855 the old affair — indigestion-— was one cause of his visiting me, 
and he had some spots upon his body, about which be was uneasy. He had also two shallow 
ulcers on his tongue, which corresponded with two bad teeth. He said that he had been under a 
mild mercurial course, andlie imagined that those spots were syphilitic ; I thought they were not, and 
I recommended the discontinuance of.mercury. I gave him quinine as a tonic, and an aperieat 
composed of cream of tartar, magnesia, and sulphur. I never at anytime gave him antimony. 
Under thetreatment which I prescribed the sores gradually disappeared, and they werequke well 
by the end of May. I saw him, however, frequently in June, as he stilt felt some littleanxiety about 
the accuracy of my opinion. If any little spot made its appearance he came to me,:and I also was 
anxious on the subject, as my opinion differed from that of another medical man in JUandoo. 
Every time he came to me I examined him carefully. There were no indications of a sy^ibiiitic 
character about the sores, and there was no ulceration of the throat, but one of the tonsUs^was 
slightly enlarged and tender. I saw him last alive, and carefully examined him, either on. the 3d 
or 5th of November. There^was, in my judgment, no venereal taint about him at IIk time. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Shee. 

I do not think that the deceased was fond of (taking mercury-' before Inidviaea ihim against it; 
but he was timid on the subject of his throat, and was apt to take the «advice of Anyone. No; I 
don't think that he would take quack medicirtes. I don't tnink he wtraaoiboliahvas that. 
CHARLES NEWTON", examinfid by Mr. .J^mesy QjC. 

I am assistant to Mr. Salt, a surgeon at IRugeley. I.kuowihe pisUtoner, Williftm Palmer. I re- 
member Monday, the 19th of November T saw Palmer that evening at 'Mr. Salt's surgery, about 
9 o'clock. I was alone when became liiere. ^e askedriae for three grains of strychnine, and I 
weighed it accurately and gave it to him, endlosed in a piece of ;p«per. He said nothing further 
but "Goodnight," and took it away with Mm. I knew him to he a medical man and gave it 
him — ^made no charge for it. The whole transaction did not occupy more than two or three 
minutes. I again aaw Palmer on the .following day, between 11 and 12 o'clock. He v^ae then at 
the shop of 'Mr. Hawkins, a druggist. He asked me how I was, and put his hand upon my 
shoulder and said he wished to speak with me. Accordingly I went out into the street with him, 
and he then asked me when Mr. Edwin Salt was going to his farm. The farm in question was at 
a place about 14 miles distant from Rugelev. Palmer had nothing whatever to do witirthat farm ; 
but Mr. Salt's going there was a rumour of the town. While we were talking a Mr. Brassington 



came up and spoke to me, and dmrii^ our eoa¥6tsaiion Btfaner'^ent into Hawkins's shop ag|im. 
,Palmer eame oistof tha shop a second tine, ^while t <was still ^Udng to Bnusihgton. I am - not 
sure whether Pahoisr spoke to me at tixat:tinie ; (bat he iwentipast me in tbe ^reetion of his own 
iouse, which is aboat-200 yards from Hawkins' . lAhen'went into fiawki]»' shop, where I saw 
.SahsrtSf Mr-. Hawkins' apprentice, and I had sanie «onverBation with him about Palmer. I knew 
a man named Thirlhy, wpo had been on asiwtant and a partoer of Pabnor. Ps^er nsuflHy dealt 
with Thirlhy for his dr^gs— in fedt, Thirlby dispensed Palmer's medicine. Qn^unday, the 25th of 
jFoYemher, .about 7 o'clock in theevieBing, I was^sent for and went to Palmer's -houfte. I found 
Palmer, when I got thar^, in his kitohen. He whs sitting by the fire reading. He asked me how 
.1 was, and to haFe some braady-^and** water. No one else was jpresent. Ho asked me what 
was the dose of sUychmoe to gtfe to - kill a dog ? I told him a gram. iHe a«ked :me what would 
.be the appearance of tbe stooiach after death ? I told him that there woald be no inflammation, 
and that I did not think it could be found. Upon that hC'Snapped his finger and thumb in a quiet 
way, and exclaimed, as if oommuning with himself, ** That's all rights" (Sensation.) He made 
some other remarks of a commonplace chasacter, which t do not reeollect. I was with him alco- 
gether about five minutes. On the following day — Monday, the 26Lh of Nove tiber— ^I 'beard that 
^post 0zor^tfa» examination was to>take place. I went to Dr. Badiford^s bouse, intending to accom* 
jnoy him to the examinaticuo, and I found Palmer there in Ihestudy. Tint was about lb o'clock 
in the day. Palmer asked me what I wanted. I told him that I had come to attend 4he post mortenu 
He asked whether I thought Mr.ilalt was goilig; and I>replted that he was engaged and could not 
go. 1 took the necessary instruments with me, and went down tO'the Talbot Anns. Dr. Harland, 
and Mr. Frere, a surgeon, practising at Rugeley, were both there. They went away, however, for 
ashort tiiae,and left Palmer and me togeiher in the entrance to tiie hall at the Talbot Arms. He 
spoke to me. He said — " It will be a dirty job ; I will go and have some brandy." I went with 
Jbim to his house, which was just opposite. He gxve me twowine-glasses.of neat brandy, and he 
took the same quantity himself. He said— ''You'll find this fellow suffering from a diseased throat 
— ^he has had syphilis, and has taken a great deal of mercury." I afterwards'went over with Palmer 
to thefxw/ mortemi and found the other doctors there. During the post mortem Palmer stood near 
to Dr. Bamibrd, against the fire. I was examined before the coroner, and did not stata before that 
functionary that I had given Palmer three grains of strychnine on the night of the l^th of Novem- 
ber. The first person that I told«of it was Cheshire, the pos't-master. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee objected to anything that this witness had said to CheshiVe being admitted as 
evidence agrainst the prisoner. 

The Court ruled in favour of the objection. 
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Cross-examined by Mr. Grwet Q.C. 

It might hare been a week, or two or three day« after I gave Palmer the strychnine, that I 6rst 
mentioned the occurrence to any one. I think I may undertake to say that it was not a fortnight 
Afterwards, Subsequently to the inquest I was examined for the purpose of giving evidence on the 
pait of the crown. 1 cannot say how long after the inquest that was. \'^hen I was first examined oa 
behalf of the crown I did not mention the three grains of strychnine, but I did mention the con- 
versation about the poisoning of the dog. That was not the first time that I had mentioned that 
conversation; for I had mentioned it before to Mr. Salt; but I cannot tell how long before. I 
was examined twice for the purpose of the prosecution by the crown. I did not mention Cook's 
suffering from sore throat at the inquest, but I did mention the conversation which took place at 
Hawkins's shop. At that time I knew it had been alleged that Palmer had purchased strychnine 
at Hawkins's, and I presumed that my evidence was required with referen/ce to that point. I first 
stated on Tuesday last, for the purposes of this prosecution, the fact of my having given Palmer three 
grains of strychnine. I cannot say whether in that examination I said that Palmer said, "You 
will find this < poor' fellow suffering from a diseased throat." 1 don't know whether I said "poor 
fellow" or "rich fellow." 

Do you not know that there is a difference in the expression " fellow 'Sind ** poor fellow?" — I 
know there is a difference heiween rich and poor. It is impossible to recollect 411 that I said upon 
every occasion. . $ 

Re-examined by the Mtomey-General, 

I did not mention the circumstance of my having given the strychnine to Palmer, because Mr. 
Salt, my employer, and Palmer were not friends, and I thought it would displease Mr. Salt if he 
knew iha^ I had let Palmer have anything. I first mentioned it to Boycott, the clerk of Mr. 
Gardner, the solicitor, at the Rugeley station, where I and a number of other witnesses were 
assembled for the purpose of coming to London. As soon as I arrived in London, Boycott took 
me to Mr. Gardner's. 1 communicated to him what I had to say ; and I was then talcen to the 
aoflicitor of the Treasury, and I made the same statement to him. 

Jlr. Serjeant Shee—ll9.ye you not given another reason for not mentioning the occurrence about 
■the three grains of strvchnine before — that reason being that you were afraid you could be indicted 
for perjury ? — No, I did not give that as a reason, but I stated to a gentleman that a young man at 
Wolverhampton had been threatened to be indicted for perjury by George Palmer, because he had 
^saidat the inquest upon Walter Palmer, that he had sold the prisoner prussic acid, and he had not 
entered it in the book and could not prove it. I stated at ^he same time that George Palmer saSd 
he could be transported for it. I did not enter the gift of the three grains of strychnine from Mr. 
Salt's surgery in a book. The inquest upon Walter Palmer did not take place till hve or six 
weeks after the inquest upon Mr. Cook. 

The Court then adjourned at 25 minutes past 6 o'clock until 10 o'clock next day, the jury being 
conducted, as on the previous evening, to the London Coffee House in charge of the officers of the 
Court. 
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THIRD DAY.— May 16, 1866. 

The Court was quite «• fall at the commencement of the proceedings this mornusg, as It had 
been upon either^ of the preceding days. The Earl of Derby, Earl Grey, and other noble lords 
were agiun present. 

The jury took their seats shortly before ten o'cloclc. The learned Judges, Lord Chief Justice 
CtmpbcU, Mr. Baron Alderson, and Mr. Justice Cresswell, soon afterwards entered the Court, 
accompaoied by the Recorder and Sheriffii, and the pritoner was Hien placed at the bar. He 
appeared rather more anxious than on the two previous days^^ but was still calm and collected, and 
paid the greatest attentioo to the evidence. 

Coonael for the Crown:— The Attorney-General, Mr. E. James, Q.C., Mr. Bodkin, Mr. Wdsby, 
aod Mr. Huddleston ; for the prisoner :— Mr. Segeant Shee, Mr. Grove, Q.C., Mr. Gray, and Mr. 
Kenealy. 

CHARLES JOSEPH ROBERTS, examined by Mr. E. James. 

In November last, I was ap- 
prentice to Mr. Hawkins, a 
druggist, at Rngeley. - I know. 
Palmer. On Tuesday, Novem- 
ber the 20tb, between eleven 
and twelve in the day, he came 
Into Mr. Hawkins's shop. He 
first asked for two drachms of 
prussic acid, for which he had 
brought a bottle. I was potting 
it up when Newton, the assist- 
ant of Salt, came in. Palmer 
told him he wanted to speak 
to him, and they went out of 
the shop together. 1 then saw 
Brassington, the cooper, take 
Newton away from Palmer, 
and enter into conversation 
with him. Palmer then came 
back into the shop, and asked 
me for six grains of strychnine 
an4 two drachms of Batley's 
solution of opium, ^.commonly 
called *' Batley's sedative".) 
I had put up the prussic acid, 
which was lymg r#pon the 
counter. Hestooaatthecoun- 
ter when he ordered the things, 
and while I was preparing 
them behind the .counter, . he 
stood at the shop door, with 
his back to me, looking. into 
the stre^: I #as about five minutes preparing them. He stood at the door till they< were ready, 
when 1 delfvered theih to him— the prussic acid In the bottle he had brought, the strychnine in a 
paper, find the dt»ium in^ a bottle. He j^id roe for them, and took them a\vay. . No one else was in 
the shbp fi^Mn' the time when Palmer and Newton went our, till I delivered the things to him. 
Wht^ Palin^r^ had left, Newton came in, and we had some conversation. I h«d at that time 
been six y^r^* iH' Mf. Hawkins's employment. . Palmer had not bought any drugs at the shop . 
for about two years* I know Thirlby, Palmer's assistant. He had started a shop about two years, 
before. . , . , 
By hotd CjlifPBE£L— If hirlby was carrying on business as a druggist at the time. 

t Ctou»tXAiainedhy Mr. Serjeant Shee, 

I did Hoc make entries of any of th^se thmga in the books. 

.']''' ' ' Re-examined. ' 

'W;h^ aWioleiare p^dfor across the counter I am not in the habit of making entries of them 
Sn the bjOojiLs. < , *., 

The Jt^onuy-General sUttd that Dr. Bamford was seriously ill, and unable to attcncr, but m^ 
depositions would be read. : 4> . 
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Mr. WILLIAM STEVENS, examined by the Attorney- General, 

1 have been a merchaot in the 
City, but am now out of business^ 
Was stepfather to the deceased 
Mr. Cook. I married his father's 
widow 15 (or 18) years ago, and 
I have known him intimately 
ever*fllnce. I was made executor 
to his grandfkther's will. I was 
always on frieridly ^rms wil^ 
him, and constantly had' the cane 
of him. He had property worth 
altogether about \%9^L He' was 
articled to a- soHettor at Worthing, 
in Sussex, but he 'did not ft»ilow 
' the professkm. Hehad befen eon— 
nec«ed wf¥h the turf about t^itee 
or fbar yiears^pe^haps not so 
nueb. I did ; everything in my 
power to withraw him from (haC 
pursuit. 

Lord Campbell — But you still 
remained on friendly terms ? 

Wtlaeasr^OnaSec'tlonate terms. 
The last time X saw bint alive was 
at the station at Eustoo-square, 
about two on tbe afieraoott«f the 
5th of November. I tMalk> he 
told me he waa going to Rug<diey, 
but I am not quite aure; he 
looked better than I had aeen 
him for a very hmg time. I was 
so giatified tlmt I said» ** My boy, 
you look very weH now; mi 
douH look anythingof aninwalw.'' 
He said he was quite vdi, and^ 
struck himself mi the ekcstw I 
ihhik he added be should be 
^, „, „ , „ , „ mute right if he was h^py« Ity 

Mb. Wh; Stbvbns, Cook's Steppazhsx*. poiat of apeearanee hawaa not 

a robust man. His complexion was paJe. During the pfcvious wintei he Vad bad a sore throat 
for some month?. ^ iirst heard of his death en the eveniog of Wednesday^ November 21. 
Mr. Jones, of Lutterworth, called at my hoine and informed me of it» The next day 
I went down tb Lutterworth with Mr. Jones for the j^urpose of searchiiig £Mr the will 
and papers. The day after I went to Rugeley. I arnved between twelve vitit. on^ I 
asked to sec the body when . I got to the kin. I mat Palmer in the passage. 1 -had 
se^n him once before, and Mf; Jones introduced me to bim. He followed ns Ufstairs to ane the- 
body» and i^moved the sheet from ii to rather below the waislb I was much struck with its dippear- 
anee. I first noticed the tightness of the muscles across the Smc There did not appear to me to • 
beany emaciation or disease. We all went down stmrs to one of the sitting ro3m8. In a short 
time f said to Palmer, " 1 hear from Mr. Jones tha^ you know something of my^n*s affairs. Can 
yon tell me anything about them 1" He replied, ^ Yes ; there are £4,000 worth of bills out of his, 
and T am sorry ^ say my name is to them ; but I hare got a paper drawn up by a lawyer and 
signed by him to show that I never had any money from thenu"- J exp«emed great eurfwise at 
thisy and said,/' I fear there wont be 4i,000 shillings lo pay you*" '' But," I asked, ^' )mJd be no ■ 
horses, no property ?" Palmer replied, '^ Yes, he has some bmses, but they are mor^gafred/' I 
smd, " Has he no sporting bets, nor anything of that sort ^' He mentioned one debtof £3QQik I 
WEould rather not state the name of the person wha owed Xu It is a relation oi his* not a sportiiiff 
gentleman. (The witness wrote down the naoae, and handed it to the oorunsf^ pa hotjl sides ^Ad 
the Judges.) 
Lord Campbell— The name is immaterial. 

Examination continued.— Palmer said he did not knew of any other debt I said I thq^ht '^s 
sporting creditors would have to take his sporting effects, as I should have nothing to do with tbdm. 
I added, "Well, whether he has left ■ anything or not, poor fellow, he must be buried." Palmer 
immediately said, '< Oh ! I will bury him myself if that is all." 1 said^ ** I certainly oiAnoi tiUrik- ^f 
your doing that; I shall do it.'' Cook's brother-in-law, who had come to meet me, was then 
present, and expressed a great wish to be allowed to burjr him. I said, '*No; as his executor^ I 
shall take care of that I caniiot have the funeral immediately, because I intend-to bury hfm \ii 
London, in his motlier's grave. I shall be sorry to inconvenience the people here at the inn,* lyat I 
will get ft done' as soon ai? posstble."- Palmer said,' <* Oh ! that is of no conieqcKnee, but tbe body 
ought to be fastened up at once." He repeated that observation—*' So long^as tbe'bod^'is fastened 




if» it is o£ Ao pq n ga <mfn o ft " -WhUe I ^m t^Ucvng ta Co«kf s bn>l)Mr<<M.Ur ^laiKti; iiiHiV«n«» laft 
^ roofs. Tbey reiumad in i^ut half^M lM«ir< I 4heft asked FaJoier for the name of soioc 
respectable ufidertaker at Bingeley, Umt I a^iabt at ohqp ofdera co^o and ^we .dMrection4« Hf 
>aid, *' lliave bMO and done tbaU I h«y« •rwed a abeU and atrong oak f^S&tu*' I evfr^meA my 
surprise. 1 8|Ad, '* I aid jiot ffiv« yoa #931 aut^Muriiy to do m>, but J mwt s«e ibe u»derukar to lot 
liim hare my instrual<mK" Jtbii^ bo xMa^j^e name qf.tbe imdei taker. 1 oi^derfd dmnac £»r 
myselfy my son-in-law, and Jonea, and I aaked Palmer U> coroe in. We all dined together at the inn 
at about three. I was going back to London that afternoon. After dinner, Palmer being still present, 
t'dahfed Mr. Jones t6 be so good as to go o^talrs and gettne Cook's bettitig-book, or pocket-book, 
or books or^pers chat intgfat oe there. Ihad seen bim with a betting-bood^— a small one with clasps. 
Mr. Jone* \htfa left ibe room, and Palmer fallowed bim. They were away ten rainntes Mr. ionei 
aud,o« tbctr return, «* I ata very sorry to say I cannot find any betti ng book or papers." 1 CMlaimedf, 
'•Mobecting-book, Mr. Jones f** Turning towards Palmer, I said, «* How is this?'* Pal mer said, **Ot?, 
it U m^amnnfhr of iMe H yo« fiftdit." I said * No use. Sir f I am the best judge of that." Re agaS 
aaid, **It S« of BO maimer of use." I said, "I am told it is of use. I understand ipy son von a 
gteet.de«l of ikantj at 8hrcw»burf, and I ouglt to know something about it." ^e xeplxed^ •* It 
•is of iMi «ise, I fl^snre you. ^Whfii a man dies his bets are done with. Besides, Cook received the 
greater part of h^ money. on tbe.course «t Slvewebury." I said,.*' Yerv wiell, the book pnght to 
•be fiMiid, aftd ianat bei fonnd." Palmer then said,-fci a (joieter tone, " It witt be fotind, nq doubt.'* 
I agun said, " Sir, it shall be found/' I then went to the door^ .and, calling to therhonsekeepet, 
I desired that everjrthing- in the bedroom should Be Idcked np, and nothing touched until I re- 
turned or sent aome^ one. Betero lettpr I went iipsUir» to tako a last look hi tho bodr. Some 
Kmoda^eromtkeTooai, turning' over fke bed ele^bes^ and also the n^dertak^r. I nad grwtfti 
Jdbl ijutmctMBs before dSomer to place the body in the cofin. He was standing by the side of the 
ahelk The bodrr was in it, unoovered. I knelt down by the side of the shell, and, taadng tht 
.i^lfatfaaad of ne corpse, i f omsd it elimched. Ilooked across the body, and saw that the Wt 



I olinehed in mo same lasmner. I returned to town, atid commnnicated next mioming with 

aij sotidtar, who gave me a letter te Mr. Gardner, of Rugelev. I returned to Bugeley, ii*eiJe'l 

arrived at eight o'clock next eveDsngv(Batarday). I started &om Euston-square at two o'clock, 

«Bd en tbe wt^nm I net Palmer. He «cdd he had received a telegra^c message sunnnaning 

him ivLoadoA sAer I kad left fiugeley. I asked him where Cook's horses were kept. Be t<lfld 

nv at S^disford, near Ki^ley, and said he would drive me out tiiere if I wished. When I ge* to 

••Wotverton^ ndiere the trnn slops, I saw him agaizn in the re&eshment-room. I said, " Mr. Palmer 

tkua j» m. itetf, melaachofy thingv the dealb of vy poor son happening so suddefloly ; I Umik, for '3«e 

sake of his brother and sister,.who«resoBieiHiat deMoate, it nnght be desirable for his medical friends 

.to know i«hagt Ma costnlaints w^re." Cook had a aiiter and a hjalf-brothe?. Palmer repUe^ ^ K l&at 

can hedone very well.^ Thebelltlieiirang,andwewenttoourseatB. He travelled in a ^^kfi^enteax- 

\ ila^ tiJU we J^eachcd Bu^by wl^xe I saw hm ^ain in the refreshmemt roovi. J said, * ^Kr.PilUiieV} as 

X live at i^jfiB t -j^neylthmk X ought to ask a solioijh)r at £ugelev to looka^ my wterofi^" ^I^e said) 

*^ Oh, f as ;..yQA OHghtrdo thaL Bo you know an^ solieitor r ' I aaid, ^' ^0,.". I then got some 

iefreaDiQen£, .^ind wefit back to viy caxfiiife ; J foun^ Ps^mer sitting there. I hfid no convereatiop 

with him Defore 1 reached Rugeley, but continued talking to a lady (uad gentleman, .with ^hAQii/I 

had been conversing since I \sh town. After we arrived at.i^geley. Palmer said, " Do you know 

any solicitor here r* I Sidd,*" Ko, I don't ; I am a perfect stranger." He said, " I know them 

. aU inti|n»tojy,; jip4 I -^^ introduoe you to one. When I get home I must have a cup of coffee, and 

I wiH th<^>9in0 over and take you aM about." I thanked ^1^, as I had done once or twice before, 

tandfajdjt.woiildiv't trouble him. .He repeated his offer. f^Altering my tone and manner, I said, 

. ^\ ])|r. JTAfaviec, i| I should oall in a solicitor to give me adtice,-I suppose you \rill have no objection 

. to aAsper any.q^es^iou hsrm&y pat ta you ?" I altered toy tone; purposely ; I looked steadilv at 

^ hinv buty, JiXtLfwigh the moon. was shinmg, I could not see his features distinctly. He said, with a 

aotmoo^^ canwJsioA of the throat, which was perfectly, apparent, *^ Oh, jio, certainly not." At 

. Jfolyexttm. I had .purposely mentioned my desire that theifp should lie ijfost mortem examination, 

, a|i4 X PNg^Jlo «ay thatke was quite oalm when I mentioned it. Alter I askj^ Mm that question, 

' there .^^ilAfaiitta for three op ibnr minutes. He then again proppsisd to eome over to me after 

l^'hadihAihifii'Cofl^y and I again begged' he woiukl; ndi trouble '^nimself. I went to 

Mr. Qv^^ofiff 9gid tbsn caue back to ,the inn.- tJhibnsft eai^e to me and began to 

talk about tbu».bil}&. He said, ^^It is a very unpleasant affidr for me." I 'said, " I think 

• it ri^t to teU ^ou thatsinee I saw you I have had i;ather a different aeco«nt of Mr. Cook's affairs." 
Ho stid, ^' Oh, indeed I J hcpe at any rate, theywill be settled pleasantly." I said, ^* Hia affairs 
can oplj he settled us a. Gourt of Chancery."^ He asked me what friends Mr. Cook visited in the 

. B«fighi>oi|]ikeod olXotidoni. I said, ^^ Several." The nepct^y (Sunday) X saw him again between 

. five and: six in the evening. ^ He said, " Tou were talking of going to £«Uttiiford. If I were you 

I asovlAaot take a coticitor with me there." I said, *' Why not I I shall use my own judgmeipt." 

JUiter m the enevaig he oamoagaiki te my room, h<d£Bg a.pieooof Mmer as if he wished to give it 

. me. 1 wfnt en wt^mv writingr and^dd, *^ ^^Jy ^^"^ ^ ^' Snuth r* Herepeated ^^ Mr Smith" 

, two or thrae tiBiear and I asid, *'I mdbn a Mr. rasiilii who sat uq^ with my stm one night." He 

said, ' ' Mo la a aohaitoE ia the town." . I asked if he was in pnetice. He replied, " Yes.'^ I said, 

'< I mk you th^queetLom beeaase, as tiie bettiag-book is Ipst, I should wish to know who iias been 

vith tha panm^aaan." Afber a panse I said, " Did you attend my son in a medical capacity ?" 

He sai^ "^ ^Qh^dear no." I said, ^*-l ask you, because lam.detttrmined to have his bodyeicamined ; 

• and if yoa had attfnded Mm professTOally I su^^iose the^jcntleiaaii I shaU.call iA^^ould think it 
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]^rop«r tluii ydu tlioiild hb ytewnV* Se asked ^r^ was io perform the examination. I said'. 
** I cannot say ; I shall not know myself until t6-morrow. I think it right to tell you of it ; hut 
whether you are present at it or not is a matter of indiife^enoe to me." 

On the Ft'viiy, when Palmer gave orders for the shell, did you perceive any sign of decomposition 
in the body, or anything which would render its immediate cnclosare necessary ?— ^On the contrary* 
the body did ndt look to me like a dead body. I was taprised at its appearance. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Shee, 

The last time Cook stayed at my house was in January or February last year, for aliout a month . 
He then had a sore throat. I do not remember that it was continually sore. He had not the least 
diffiwilty in swallowing. I did not notice any ulcers about his face. In the spring he complained 
of being an invalid, and said his medical friends told him that if be was not better in tlie winter he 
ought to go to a warin climate. No communication was made to me about insuring bis lite. I waa 
dissatisfied about the loss of the betting-book. I desired that everything belonging to the deoewed 
might be locked up. When I relumed to Rugeley with Palmer 1 went to seek for Mr. Gardner. I 
Sttw him on the following (Sunday) morning. 1 have once been In communication with the police- 
officer Field. That was a fortnight or three weeks after my son's^ heath. Field called upon me. 
I never applied to him. 

By Mr. Baron Aloerson— I never called upon Mr. Bamford, but he dined with me at the 
Talbot Arms. 

MARY KEBLEY, examined by Mr. Wehhy. 

I am a widow, living at Rugeley. On the morning of Wedesday, the 21st of November laat^ I 
was sent for to lay out Cook's body. My sister-in-law went with me. That was sOioot 1 o'ckick in 
the morning. The body was still warm, but the hands and arms were cold. The body was lying 
on the back. The arms were crossed before the chest. The head lay a little turned on one side. 
The body was very stiff indeed. I have laid out many corpses. I never saw one so stiff before. 
"We had difficulty m straightening the arms. We could not keep them straight down to the body. 
) passed a piece oif Upe under the back, and tied it round the wrists to fasten the -arms down. 
The right foot turned on one side, outwards. We were obliged to tie both the feet together. The 
eyes were open. We were a considerable time before we could close them, because the eyelids 
were very stiff. The hands were closed, and were very stiff Palmer was upstairs with ua. He 
lighted me while I took two rings off Cook's fingers. That was off one hand. The fingera were 
very stiff, and I bad difficulty in getting off the rings. I got them off, and when I had done so the 
hand closed again. I did not see anything of a betting-book, nor any small book like n pocket-book. 
Re-examined by the Attorney* GeueraL 

I cannot say how many bodies I have laid out, but I have laid out a great many of nil ages. I 
never knew of the arms being tied before this instance. It is usnal to lay the arms by the sides 
within a few minutes after death. I- was called up at half-past tweWe. It was half-past' one when 
I went up stairs to the reont^where Cook lay. - Sometimes the feet of corpses tnt twisted ont; it is 
then that they are tied. That^occurs within about half>an-hour aAer death. I have never Jcnown 
the eye^d so stiff as in this case. I have put penny pieces on the eyes. In those cases the lids 
were stiff, but not so stiff as in this instance. 

JOHN THOMAS HARL AND, examined by Mr. JSiM^J^tn. 

lama physician residing at Stafford. 
On the 26ih of November last I went 
from Suilbrd to Rugeley to be present 
at a post mortem examinstion. I ar- 
rived at Rugeley at ten o'clock fin the 
morning. I called attheliouse of Mr. 
Bamford, sui-geon. As I wenc there 
Palmer joined me in the street He 
oame from the back of hi»^wn house. 
I had frequently seen him end- had 
spoken to him before. He said^ <' I am 
gliid that you have come to ronkib B.'vast 
fsor/em examination. Some one mq^ht 
have been' sent whom I did not know." 
I saidy «' What is this case ? I hear 
there is a suspicion of poisoning.'' He 
said, <<0!), no; I think net. He had 
an epileptie fit on Monday and Tues- 
day last, and you will find «ld disease 
in the heart and in the head." We 
then went together lo Mf.Baniford's. 
1 had brought no InstrBments with me, 
having only been requested ttfbe present 
at the examination. FMbieraAid that 
he had instruments, and offered to foteh 
them . and lend them fo ' me. He 
(Palmer) said there was « ^ecy queer 
old man who seemed to suspect hun of 
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sMoethinff, but be did not knofv wbat be meant or wbat Im wanted. He also said, *^ He seem^ to 
suspect tbat I bave got the betting -book. Cook bad no betttn;(-book that would be of use to any- 
one." Mr. Bamfora and I then went 4o tbe bouse of Mr. Frere, who is a surgeon at Rugeley. 
Palmer did ooigo with us. Thence we went to the Talbot Arms, where the ptut mm tern examina- 
tion was proceeded with. Mr. Devonshire operated, and Mr. Newton assisted bim. Tbere were 
in tbe room, besides, Mr. 3amford, Palmer, myself, and several other persons. I stood near Mr. 
Pevooabire. The body was very stiff. 

By Lord Campbell — ^It wa§ mucb stiffer than bodies usually aye fire or six days after death. 

Ezaminatioa resumed.^-<The muscles nexQ very highly developed. Ey that I mean that they 
irere strongly contracted and thrown out. I examined the haudk They were stiff and were 
fiimly closed The abdominal viscera were first examined. 

At tlie suggestion of Lord Campbell, the witness read a report which he prepared on the day 
on which uiis post mortem examination took place, NoyemDer 26, 1855, and transmitted to Mr. 
Stevens, the stepfather of the deceased- This report described the state of the vs^ous internal 
organs as being {>eifectly healtiiy and natural. The material statements were all repeated in the 
subsequent examination of the witness. After reading the report, 

The witness continued — The abdominal viscera were in a perfectly healthy state. They were 
taken out of the body. We examiued the liver. It was healthy. The lungs were healthv, but 
contained a good deal of blood. Not more than would be accounted for by gravitation after death, 
"We examined the head. The brain was c^uite healthy. There was no extravasation of blood, 
and no serum. There was nothing which, m my judgment, could cause pressure. The heart was 
contracted, and contained no blood. That was tine result not of disease, but of spasmodic action. 
At the larger end of the stomach there were numerous small yellowish- white spots, about the size 
of mustard seeds. They would not at all account for death. I doubt whether they would have 
an^ effect upon the health. I think they were mucous follicles. . The kidneys were full of bloody 
which had gravitated there. They had no appearance of disease. The blood was in a fluid state. 
That is not usual. It is found so in some cases of sudden death, which are of rare occurrence. 



The lower part of the spinal cord was not very closely examined. We examined the upper part 
of that cord. It presented a perfectly natural appearance. On a subsequent day, I think the 25th 




cook's grave. 
of January, it was thought right to exhume the body, that the spinal cord might be more care- 
fully examined. I was present at that examination. The lower part of the spinal cord was then 
minutely examined. A report was made of that examination. 

This report was put in, and was read by the witness. It described minutely the appearance 
aiid condilion of the spinal cord and its envelopes, and concluded with this statemeat :—•* There 
is nothing in the condition of the spinal cord or its envelopes to account for death ; nothing but 
the most normal and healthy state, allowance being made for the lapse of time since the death 
of the deceased.'^ . 

Examination resumed.-;-! am still of opinion that there was nothing in the appearance of the 
spine to account for the death of the deceased, and nothing of an.un usual kind which might not 
be referred to changes after death. When the stomach and intestines were removed ftom the 
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body on the o'ceksion of the first e^amhiattoii, they wefre' neptxi^iif entitled Into a Jcr, and weiv- 
aflerwards placed m it. Mr. Devonshire and Mr. Newtori remot«d them* from the body. They 
were the onjy t#o who rrperated. At that time the prisoner tiras standing on the right of Mr. 
IJTewton. while Mr. Devonshire was opening the stomach, a push was g^ren hy Faraier, which 
sent Mr. l^ewtoli as<ain8t Mr. Devonshire, and shook some of the contents of the stomatsh into 
the hody; I thought a jolce was passinpr among them, and said, " Don't do that.'* 

By Lord Campbell— Might not Palmer have been impcUed hy some one biitside lifm? — 
There was'no one who could hare impelled him. 

"What did yon observe Palmer do ?--I saw Mr. Newton and Mr. Derorifehire pushed togefiier, 
and Palmer was over them. He was smiling at the time. 

Examination continued. — After this interruption the opening of t^e stomach was pnrsned. 
The stomach cohtained about three ounces of a brownish fluid. *l*here was nothing particniar 
in that. Palmer was looking on, and said, ** They won*t hang us yet.** He said that to Mr. 
Bamford in a loud whisper. That remark was made upon hht owii observation of the stomach. 
The stomach, after being emptied, was put into the jar. The intestines w^e then examined, 
but nothing particular was found in them. They were contracted and very small. The viscera, 
with their contents, as taken from the body, were placed In the jar, which was then coTcred 
over with two bladders, which were tied and sealed. I tied and sealed them. After I 
had done so, I placed the jar upon the table by the body. Palmer was then moring 
about the toom. In a few moments I missed, the jar from where I had placed it. 
iJuring thut time my attention had been withtirawn "by the examination. On missing 
tjie jar I called out, "Where's the jar?" and Palmer from the other end of the room, 
Siaid, "It is here: 1 thought it would be more convenient for you to take away.** Hiere was ft 
door at the end of the room where he was. He was within a yard or two of that door, and about 
24 feet from the table on 'sdiieh the body was lying. [Before making this last statement "fee wit- 
ness referred to a plan of the r6om which was put in T)V the Attomey*Greneral.] The door near 
li-hich Palmer was standing was not the one by whicn. he had entered the room. I called to 
Palmer, " Willvou bring it here ?" I went fi*om the table and met Palmer half-way, coming 
with the jar. The jar had since I last saw it been cut through both bladders The cut was hardly 
an inch long. It had been done with a diai^ iastrmnent. I examined the ciit. The edges were 
quite clean. No part of the contents of the jar could have passed through it. Finding tlus cut, I 
said, " Here is a cut ; who has done this ?'* Palmer and Mr, Devonshire and Mr. Newton all said 
that they had not done it, and nothing more was said about it. When I was about to remove the 
jar from the room the prisoner asked me what I was going to do with it. I said I should 
take it to Mr. Frere's. He said, " I had rather you would take it to Stafford than take it there.** 
I made no answer that I remember. I took it to Mr. Frere^s hcmse. Alter doing so I returned to 
the Talbot Arms. I left the jar in Mr. Fr^e's hall, tied and sealed. Immediately upon finding 
the sUt in the cover I ci^t the strings and altered Ihe bladders, so that the slits were not over the 
topof the jar, I resealed them. After gomg to Mr. Frwe's I went to the Talbot Arms, I went 
into the yard to order my carriage, and while I was waiting fw it the priscmer came across to me. 
He asked me what I had done with the j«r. X told him tlwt I had left it at Mr. Frere's, He in- 
niiired what would be done with it, and I said that it would go either to Birmingham or Lond(m 
that night Air examination. I do not recollect that he made any r^ly. When I re-oovered the 
jar, I tied each cover separatdy, and sealed it with my own seal. During the first poft mortem 
examination there were several Bugeley persons presrait, but I helieve no one on Isehalf of the 
prisoner. At the second examination mere was some one there on hehi^ of Pahiier. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Skee* 

In the coarse of the post mortem examination Palmer said, ^ They won^t hang us yet." I am net 
«]re whether that observation was addressed to Dr. Bamford, or whether he pre&eed it by the 
"vprd *' Doctco*." I think that he first said it to Dr. Bamford in a loud whisper* a.tA alterwards 
TCj^ated it to several persons. 1 had said to him that I had heard that ihere was a suspicion of 
poisoning. I made notes in pencil at the time of the post mortem, and I wrote a more finrmal 
report from these notes as soon as I got home. The original pencil »otes are de&trojed. I sent 
the fair cenpf to Mr. Stevens, Cook's father-in-law, the same evening. They wore net produced 
before the coroner. At the baCse of the tongue ot the deceased I observed some enlarged mueous 
follicles; tfoey were not pustules containing aaatter, but enlarged tnncous ioHk^ss of long standing. 
There were a good many of them, but I do not suppose that they would occasion ovuch incon- 
venience. They might cause some degree of pain, but I think that it would be slight. I do not 
believe that they were enlarged glands. I should not say that deceased's lungs were diseased, 
although they were not in their normal state. The lungs were full of blood and the heart empty. 
I had no lens at the post mortem^ but I made an examination which was satisfactory to me, without 
one. The bravn was carefully taken out; the membranes and external parts were first examined, 
and thin slices of about a quarter of an inch in thickness were taken off and subjected to separate 
examination. I think that by that means we should have discovered disease if any had existed; 
ISn.d if there had been any indication of disease I Should have examined it more carefolly. I ex- 
amined the spinal coid as far down as possible, and if th^re had been any appearance of disease I 
should have opened the canal. There was no appearance of disease however. We opened down 
io the first vertebra. If we had found a softening of the spinal cord I do not think that it would 
)iave been sufficient to have caused Mr. Cook's death.; certainly not. A softening of the spinal 
cord would not produce tetanus — ^it might produ^ paralysis. I do not think, as a medical man 
investigating the cause of deaths that it was necessaiy carefully to examine the spina! cord. I do' 
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not know wfao suggested Unt diere ^onld bean exandfUktiindrflie spinal cord two months after 
•4iealh. There 'Wert'tome appearances of decomposition when we examined the spinal cord, but I 
4)0 IKK Uiink tluit tber« 'vraS'Sufficient to interfere with our examinatfoflfv, I examined tlie body to 
-uceitaiii U there was any trace of venereal disease. I did find oeitain indications of that 
'4escripti4|n^«Bd the marks of an old excoriation, whi|fh were cicatriced over. 
Re-examined by the Attomeif-General. 

TlMTfrWcvenoindicatiottS of wounds or sores siich as could by possibflity produce tetanus. 
There was na disease of the lungs to account for, death. The heart was heafchy, and its emptiness 
I attribntp to spairaodk action. The heart being empty, of course death ensued. The con- 
-fulsxre ofiasmodtc actioa of the muscles of the body, ^idi was deposed to yesterday by Mr. 
Joaei, woabifin viy jadgwent, occasion the emptiness of the heart. Thera was nothing whatever 
•in thelbraio to indicate the presence of any disease of any sort; but it there had been, I never 
beard or read of any disease of the brain ever producing Uta0ni^9, There wag no relaxation of the 
spioai cord which wouM account for the symptoms accompanying Mr, Cook's death as they have 
^been described. \ In faet, there was no relaxation of the spmal cord at all, and there is no disease 
^the spinal oorA with which I am acquainted which wouM produce tetanus, 

Mr. CHARLES JAMB3 DEVONSHIRE, (Undergradoate of the University of London, and 
lale assistant to Dr. Monckton), examtatd by llr. Huddleston. 

i made the first post mortem examination on the iMdy of Mr. Cook in November last. The 
body was pale and stiff; the liands were clinched, and the month was cont^H-ted. I opened the 
todj. The liver was very healthy. The heart also seemed healthy, bat it was perfectly empty. 
The hings contained a considerable quantity of d^rk flaid blood. The blood was perfectly fluid. 
The brain was healthy throughout. I examined the medulla uhlongata and about a <}uarter or 
half ^n inch of the spinal cord. It was perfectly sound. I took out the stomach and opened it 
-w^th a ^ir of scissors. I put the contents in ajar, which was taken to Mr. Frere's, the surgeon. 
I obtained the jar from Mr. Frere's 00 Monday in tiie same state as it was before, and I gave it 
Mr. Boycott, clerk to Mr. Gardner the attorney, i examined the body again on the 29th, and took 
out the liver, kidneys, spleen, and some blood. I put them in a stone jar, which I covered with 
washleather and hrown paper, and sealed up. I delivered that jar also to Boycott. Palmer said 
at the examination that we should find syphilis npon the deceased. I therefore examined the 
.^arts carefully and found no indications of the sort. I also took out the throat. The ptipilla 
were sltgfitly enlarged, but they were natural, and one of the tonsils wfts shrunk. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Grope^ Q.C. 

Tetanic convulsions are considered to proceed from derangement of the Spine and from com 
plaints that affect the s])ijie. These derangemenfs are not always capable of being detecJted by 
examination. In examining the body of a person supposed to have died from tetanus the spinal 
oord would be the first organ looked to. About half an inch of the spinal cord, exterior to the 
aperture of the cranium, was examined on the first occasion. I was not present when the granules 
were discovered on the second examination. The learned counsel was proceeding to cross-examine 
this witness upon some minute points of a scientific nature, when 

Baixm Al-DEBaoN, interposing, said — ^When you have all the medical men in London here, you 
had better not examine an Undergraduate of the University of London upon such points, I should 
think. 

ITr. ^MONCKTON, examined "bv the Attorney -GemraL 

1 am a phyacian in practice, and reside at Kugeley On the 28th of January I made a poet 
mortetn examination of the spinal 6ord and marrow of the deceased, J. V. Cook. I found the 
muscles of the trunk in a state of laxity, which I should attribute to the decay of the body which 
had set in; but that laxity would not be at all inconsistent, in my opinion, with a great rigidity 
of those muscles at the time of death. The muscles of the arms and legs were in a state of 
rigidity, but they were not more rigid than usual in dead bodies. The muscles of the arms had 
partially flexed tiie fingers of the hand The feet were turned inwards to ,a much greater extent 
than usual. I carefully examined the spinal cord. The body was then in such a condition as to 
enable me to rnake a satisfactory examination of it ; and if prior to death there had been any dis- 
ease of a normal character on the spinal cord and marrow, I should have had no difl&culty in 
• detecting it. There was no disease. I discovered certain granules upon it. It is difficult to 
account for their origin, b\it they are frequently found in persons of advanced age. I never knew 

- them to occasion sadden death. I agree entirely in the evidence which has been given by Dr. 
Hat-land. 

Tbdi witness was not cross-examined. 

Mr. JOHN BOYCOTT, examined by Mr. Wdshv. 
I am clerk to Messrs. Landor, Gardner, and Landor, attorneys at Ruveiey. On l&e 26th of last 
Korember I received a jar from Mr. Devonshire, covered wiUi leaoaer and hrovn paper, and 

- -sealed up. I took it to London, and delivered it on the next day to Br. Taylor at Gruy*s Horoital. 
On a subsequent day I received another jar, similaarly secured, from Mr. Devonshire, and 1 also 
brought that to London and delivered it to Dr. Taylor. I was not present at the iaquest on Cook's 
body, and did not fetch Newton to be examined there. On Tuesday last, when at the Rugeley 
station, previous to my departure for London, Ncwtoa. came and made ^ communication to me. 
He knew that Mr. Gardner was not there ; and when we tettthcA London I took him to Mr, 
Gardner, and I heard him make the same communication to Mr. Gardner which he had made 
before to me. 

This witness was not cross-examined. 
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JAMES MYATT, examiiied by Mr. Jatnet, 

In November last I was 
postboy at the Talbot Arms at 
Kugeley. I know Palmer, 
the prisoner, and I remember 
Monday, the 26th of Norem- 
ber hist I was ordered on 
that night, a little after five 
o'clock, to take Mr. Starens 
to the Stafibrd station in a fly. 
Before I started I went home 
to ^ my tea, and on return- 
ing from my tea to the Talbot 
Arms I met the prisoner. He 
asked me if I was going to 
drive Mr. Stevens to Staif(»rd. 
I told him I was. 

What did he say to you 
^1 then ?--He asked me if I 
'"" would upset them. 

"Them?" Had anything 
been said about a jar ?— He 
said he supposed I was going 
to take the jar. 

What did you say then? — 
I said I believed I was. 

What did he say after that ? 
—He said " De you think you 
could upset them?" 

What answer did you make ? 
—I told him "No.^^ 

Did he say anything more ? 
— He said, "If you could 
there's a £10 note for you." 
(Sensation.) 

What did you say to thait ? 
— I told him I could not. I 
then said, "I must go, the 
horses are in the fly ready for 
us to start." I do not recollect 
that he said anything more 
about the jar. 1 said, that i 
I didn't go somebody else 
would go. He told me not to 
be in a hurry, for if anybody 
else went he would pay me. 
I saw him again next morning, 
when I was going to break&st. 
He asked me then who went 
\^'ith the fly. I told him Mr. 
Stevens and, I believed, one 
of Mr. Gardner's clerks. 

Cross-examined by Mr. 
Serjeant S7i.ee. 

Were not the words that 
Palmer used — "I wouldn't 
mind giving £10 to break Ste- 
vens's neck ?" I don't recol- 
lect the words "break, his 

Well, "upset him." IMd 
he say, "I wouldn't mindny- 
ing £10 to upset him ?" — ^Yes; 
I believe those were the 
words. I do not know that 
Palmer appeared to have been 
drinking. I don't recollect 
that he had. I can't say that 
he used any epithet, applied 
to Stevens — ^he said it was a 
humbugging concern idto- 
gether — or something of tiiat. 




James Myatt, Postboy at the Talbot Arms. 
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I don't recollect that he said Stereiis was a trouVlesoiiie fellow, afid Ycrj inquisitiye. I don't 
remember anythine more than I hare said. I do not know whether tiiere was more than one jar. 

SAMUEL CHESHIRE, formerly postmaster at Rugeley, who has been sentenced to two years' 
ImprisonmeDtibr tampering with letters in connexion with thi3 affair, was brought up in custody, 
and examined by Mr. James. He is an extremely respectable looldns: man, abore the middle age, 
and was dressed in black. He deposed as follows : — ^I was for iq>waras of eight years postmaster at 
I c<Mne now finm Newgate, where I am under sentence for having ^^ read" a letter. 



{The question was '* opened" a letter.] I ^* confessed" to having done so. (The question was 
"Did you plead guilty to that charge ? ] I knew the prisoner William Palmer very well — ^we 
were schoolfellows together, and I have been three or four times in my life at races with him. I 
never made a bet but once in my life; but I was very intimate with Palmer. I accompanied him 
to Shrewsbury raees in November, 1855. I returned to Bngeley on Tuesday, the 13th, the same 
day on which Polestar won the handicap. On Saturday^ the f7th, I went to see Mr. Cook, who 
was in bed at the Talbot Arms Hotel at Rugeley. I lived at the post-office, which was 900 or 400 
yards from Palmer's house. On Tuesday evening, the 20thj I received a message fh>m Palmer, 
asking me to go over to him, and to take a receipt stamp witb me. in consequence of that message 
I went to Palmer's house, and I took a receipt stamp, as requested. When I reached Palmer's I 
found him in his sitting-room. He said that he wanted me to write out a check, and he produced 
a co^ from which he said I was to write. I copied the document which he produced. He said 
that it related to money which Mr. Cook owed hmi ; and he asked me to write it because, he said. 
Cook was too ill to do it, and Weatherby would know his (Palmer's) handwritincr. He said that 
when I had written it he would take it over to Mr. Cook to sign. I then wrote as he requested me> 
and I left the paper with Palmer. 

Mr. Weatllerby was here called in order to trace this document In answer to Mr. James, he 
said, — I am secretary to the Jockey Club, and my establishment is in Birmingham. I keep a sort 
of banking account, and receive stakes for gentlemen who own racers and bet. I knew the deceased 
John Parsons Cook, who had an account of that nature with me. I knew Palmer slightiy; he had 
ne'such account with me. On the 21st of November I received a check or order- upon our. bou^e 
for i£360. It came by post. I sent it back two days afterwards — on Friday, the 23rd. . I sent it 
back by post to Palmer, the prisoner, at Rugclev. 

Boycott was recalled, and proved that he had served notices upon the prisoner and upon Mr.. 
Smith, his attorney, tQ produce the ** check or order " referred to ; and that it had not been pro- 
duced in pursuance of those notices. 

Prisoner's counsel did not now produce it. . 

Examination of SAMUEL CHESHIRB continued.— 
As far as I can remember, what I wrote was, '* Pay to Mr. William Palmer the sum of i^350, and 
place it to my account." I do not remember whether I put any date to it. I left it with Palmer, 
and went away. That was on Tuesdajr. On the Thursday or Friday following Palmer sent again 
for me. I do not remember what day it was, but it was after I had heard of the death of Mr. Cook 
at the Talbot Arms. I went to Palmer in the evening between six and seven o'clock, in conse- 
quence of his having sent for 
me. When I arrived I found 
him in the kitchen, and be 
immediately went out, and 
shortly after returned with a 
quarto sheet ot paper in bis 
hand. He gave me a pen, and 
asked me to sign something. 
I . asked what it was, and he 
replied, <' You know that Cook 
and I have had dealings toge- 
ther ; and this is a document 
which he gave me some days 
ago, and I want you to witness 
it." I said, "Whatisit about?" 
He said, ** Some business that 
I have joined him in, and 
which was all for Mr. Cook's 
benefit; and this is the docu- 
ment stating so." I just cast 
my eye over the paper. It was 

Suarto post paper of a yellow 
escription. I looked at the 
writing, and 1 believed that it 
was Mr. Palmer's. When he 
asked me to sign It, I told him 
that' I could not, as 1 mi^ht 
perhaps be called upon to give 
evidence on the matter at some 
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I ted not «ten Mr. C^k sijB« it^Mtd i alM MlUi-tl|»t.I UMughi (hel?«HSt-offioe aoftihoHclM wocUd xmt 
apyvoim inY-t»mii| mysctf vp in a waiter wbicii might occauon my absence fron mv duties to giye 
«Tidence. In iaot,! did fiot give any exact reasons for refusUig to si^n it. Palmer said it did not mat- 
. tecy «a be dared my they would not oh} act te Mr. Cook' s sifnature. I left the pe^r with. Palmer, aod 
w^Dt away » I heuere that there ^as a stamp upoa it I did aot read it all, eat I east my eye down 
: it. pfotioea htA aliso beeu served upon the prisoner and his eMatoey^ to produce this docume&t^ but 
.it JhadlLot been produced.] Witoess contibaued*— I remember the effect «f ^t— it was that certain 
. J]il]s->-^tiie dates and aiaeunts of whiob weve qiioted^ although I canaot reoelleot them now— ^w«re 
^.aU toT Kr. Cook's benefit aiid not for Mr. Palmer's, l^oee were not iSie exact words, iHit that 
. was 4^ puffpeiFt of themu I know that the amounts weve large^ tUhough I do not reuember tbem. 
M. I jrememher^ ho^eFer, th«t one was for £1,000, and another for £lOO. There was a ogaatqre 
to that dooiment. It was eicther <* I. P/' or <' J. P. Cook.'' I don't think the word '' PajsBona" was 
< written ; but eitiier '< I. P." ^ *^ J. P. Cook." Palmer was in the hfl^bit of catting at the P^»rt- 
(•offiee for letters addressed to his mother, who resided at £ugeley« ' I cannot remember that4uziB[g 
;*the moni^ of October and November, 1655, 1 g^ve him any letters addressed to his mol&er ; aor 
vean I say whether in those months I have giv^n him letters addrsssed to Mr, Cook ; but Cook has 
taken Palmer^s letters and Palmer has taken Cook's letters. I rgmember tlw inquest upon Cook. 
I saw Pfdmer frequently while that^inquest was going on. He came down to me on the Suaday 
j>eveniiig previous to the 5th of Deeember — ^the date to which the inquest was aoyoumed — and asked 
Jaose if I saw or beard of anything fresh to let him know. I guessed what he wanted, and thought 
that he wanted to tempt me' to open a letter. I therefore toM him that I could not open « letter, 
fie. said that he did not want me to do anything to injure myself. I believe that was aU tiuit 
passed upon that occasion. The letter, for reading which I am now under sentence of punish- 
ment, was from Br. Alfred Tf^lor, of London^ to Mr. Gardner, the solicitor, of lUigeJey* . I read 
po^ of tiie letter, and told Paim^ as much as I remembered oi it. This took place on the -morning 
•of the 6ih of December. I told Palmer that the letter mentioned that no traces of strychnine were 
to be found. I can't call to mind what else X told him. He said be knew there would be no 
tnu)|es of poison,- for he was perfectly innocent. The letter I hold in my hand, signed ^^ W. P*,'* 
and addreraed to " W. W. Wwd, ilsq.,' Coroner," I believe to be in the prisoner's haiLdwritui^. 

CAPTAIN HATTON, examined by Mr. /tfwe*. 

I am chief constable of Stafford. The letter now product I obtained from the eoroner. 

The Clerk of Arraigns read the letter in question. It bore no. date, and was to the foUowiSig 

• •effect:— 

^' My dear Sir. — ^I am sorry to tell tou that I am still oonfined to my bed. I don't think it was 
mentioned'at the inquest yesterday tnat Cook was taken ill on Suij^ay and Monday -nigh|^ in the 
. same way, as he was on the Tuesday^ when be died. The chambermaid at the Crown Hotel 
^(Masters's) can prove this. I also believe that a man by the name of fisher is coming down to 
prove he received, some money at Shrewsbury. Now, here he could only pay Smith £10 out of 

. £il be o^ied him. Had you not bett^;: caU Smith to proTe this ? And, again, whatever Pro- 
fessor Taylor may say to-morrow, he wrote from London last Tuesday night to trardner to say, 
* W'e (and Dr. Bees) nave tjiis day finished our analyos, and find no traces of either strychnia, 
prdfBsic a<5id, or opium.' What can beat this from a man like Taylor, if he says what he has 
already said, and Dr. Harland's evidence? Mind you, I know and saw it in black and white i 
what Taylor said to Gardner; but this is strictly private and confidential, but it is true. As 

' regards his betting-book, 1 know nothing of it, and it is of no good to any one. I hope the verdict 
to-mdiTOW willbe that he died of natural causes, and thus end it. — ^Ever yours, ** W.P." 

The witness CHESHIRE was then cross-examined by Mr. ^eaieani Shee. 

I knew Cook very well. I did not know his handwriting. I have seen it, but am net suffi- 

Msiently familiar with it to be able to identify it. I have seen him write. When I refused to sign 

tiie dDCument which Palmer presented to me for signature he observed, ^* Oh, it is no matter. I 

daro say they will not call in question Mr. Cook's signature." What Palmer asked me was, 

** Whemer I had seen or heard anything ?" I said that I had seen tsomething, but that it would 

be wrong for me to tell him what. He then inquired what I had seen. I think the phrase he 

used, in speaking of his own innocence, was that he was '^ as innocent as a baby." I remember 

having been told by Palmer, the Saturday before Cook died, that the latter was very iH. On that 

day I saw Co(*. He was ill and in bed. I saw Palmer about midday of Wednesday, tJie second 

'-day of <&e Shrewsbury races. I saw him at Eugeley oft that day. 

To Mr,' James— Th& duration of the journey from Stafford to Shrewsbury is upwards of an liour 

ELLIS CRISP, examined by Mr. James, 
I am inspector of police at Rugelejr. On ttie 17th December I assi^ed in searching^ the pri- 
. goner's house. There was a sale of his furniture, &c., on liie 5th January. The book now pro- 
^duoed I £MUid in his house, and took it away. It was being sold, and I took it away. (A laugh.) 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Shee, 
It was hrought out at the sale with a lot of other books. There were several medical hooks la 
• the hQuse* There was no attempt to conceal the volume Iseized. 

The COferk at jtoaigiis xead from the book referred to thisseatence, proved by the witness Boycott 
•to be>iA Palmer's wtiting — " Strychnia kills by causing t^stamc fixing of the respiratory muscles. 
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J. BtTRDOfJ^, extoriaei by Mr. /*»;»«. 
' TmB iaaniiseript book I founcl in the prisoner'^ house on the ISth or ITth of December, " t ata. 
4ii inspector of police in Staffordshire. 

The Jitfor^mf-Oeneral read an extinct from the book in question. It related to strychnine, and 
aQnded to the mode of its bperation. 

Lord Campbell — That may be merely a passage extracted from an article on ** strychnine' ^ in, 
some encyclopaedia, 
I The Attoi-jiey-Gencral—'Sa doubt it may. I put it in fof what it is worth, 

EUZAJBETH HAWKES, exanmSBd by Mr. Mjuddlet^n. . 
• I keep A V3fBi<4ii*g-feon«e at 7, Boaufbrt-baildings, Strand. 1 kiiov Pabner. He •whs *t mv 
faoue oa 1%e l6t of December bust. ' ffe a8k«l my porterto boy sooe-gftme- and fiflh for him. I 
pvn^Bsed sosw ibwls ft»r \am. on ^e Ist of De^inber. Hiiey- ooosistod of & turkey «nd a brace «f 
pheasants. -Tbe p«rter pmchased tlie fieh. I pMked these, tbiags np in a hamper. Ilutds^ 
eanyeiBataon vith Palmer about thMe tfasngir. I bonght them by Palmer's order, conveyed through 
file perter. 1. aeai tiwai acmffwliere. I diiedtod them myvelf, ami gara Utism. to Ihe porter, ^o 
ocned than. 4o tke railway stAtkm. I kmre acver been paid for thorn. Palmer ceme to my nons^ 
<intlLe ereniiig cf that day, bnt I did not see. him. The direcfaon on the iMKiper was '^ W. W« 
Ward, &q., StoJoe^poii Trent, Staffonbhine." 

GEORGE HERRING,* examined by Mr. Weisby. 

Hive near New Cross, and am independent. 1 knew Cook, and met him at Shrewsbury races 
last November. I put ap at the Ra«en. He appeat<ed in his usual health. I saw him between 
<(aBd T on Wednesday, the aecMid day of the races. 1 bad a private room, with Mr. Fisher, Ilr. 
Keed, and Mr. T. lones. it was next the room occupied by Cook and I^lmer. On Tbiirsday 
(the day IbRowing) I saw Cook. I do not know that at that time be had- any money with him, bnt 
1 saw hifn wkh £^nk of England a^d pros^ndat bank-notes on Wednesday. He unfolded th«m 
en hn kisee in twos and threes. • There was a considerable number of notes. He showed me at 
Sbrewsbnry his betting-book. It oaniaiaed entries «f bets made on the Shrevrsbnry racet. On 
Monday, th« 19th of November, I received a letter from Palmer. I have ii here^ 

The Clerk of Arraigns read the letter, of which the fellowing is a copy: — 
I I'* Dear Sir,— *I shall fee! much obliged if yon will give me a call at 7, BeauCbrt-bulldlagS) Strand, 
an Monday, about half>past 2. ^ I am, dear Sir, very truly yours, 

*• W, Palmek.** 

Examination continued — I received this letter on Monday, and called at Beaufort-buildings 
that same day at half-past 2 exactly. I found Palmer there. He asked me what I would take t 
I declined to take anything. I then asked him how Mr. Cook was? He said, ''He's alt right;' 
Us phyMcian gave him a dose of calomel, and advised him not to come out, it being a 
dunp day.** I don't know which term he used, " damp" " or '^ wet." He then went on to say, in 
the same sentence, " What I want to see you about is settling his account." While he was speak- 
ing he took out half a sheet of note paper from his pocket, and it was open when he had finished 
the sentence. He held it up and said, *' This Is it." I rose to take it. He said, ''You had better 
take its contents down ; this will be a check against you." At the same time he pointed to some 
paper lying on the table. I wrote on that paper from his dictation. 1 have here the paper which 
I BO wrote. [The witness read the document in question, which contained instructions as to cer- 
tiln payments he should make out of moneys to be received by him at Tattersall's on account of 
the Shrewsbury races.] Palmer then said that I had better write out a check for Pratt and Padwick 
— ^for the former £450, and for the latter £360, and tend them at once. I told him I had only one form 
of check in my pocket. He said I could easily fill up a draft on half a sheet of paper. I refused to 
comply with his request, as I had not as yet received the money. He replied that it would be all 
right, for that Cook would not deceive ro^. He wished me particularly so pay Mr. Pratt the £A5Q» 
His words, as nearly as I can remember them were, '* You must pay Pratt, as it is for a bill of sale 
on the mare." I don't know whether he said ** a bill of sale," or a *<joint bill of sale." He told me 
be was gmng to see both Pratt and Padwick, to tell them that I would send on the money. Pre- 
vions to his saying this, I told him that if he would give me die address of Pratt and Padwick, I 
would can on them, after I had got the money from Tattersalrs, and give it to them. He then 
asked me what was between us ? There were only a few pounds between us, and, after we had had 
some coaver^tion on the point, he took out of his pocket a i^O Bank of England note. He 
required £f9 out of the note, and I was net able to give it; but he said that if I gave him a 
check H would answer as well. I gave him a check for iS28 and nine sovereigns. When I was 

fDing away I do not remember that he said anything about my paying the money to Pratt and 
adwick: He said on parting, '* When you have settled this account, write down word to either 
me or Cook." I turned round and said, *^ I shall certainly write to Mr. Cook." I said so because 
I thought that I was settling Mr. Cook's account. He said, ** It don't much matter which you 
write to." I said, " If T address * Mr. Cook, Rugeley, Stafford,' it will be correct, will it not ?" He 
said, *■ Yes." After leaving Beaufort-bnildings, I went to Tattersall's. I then received all the 
money I expected, except £110 from Mr. Morris, who paid me ig90, instead of ig200. I sent from 
l^ttetsalPs a cbeck for £450 to Mr. PratL I posted a letter to Cook from Tatteryall's, and 
directed it to Rugeley. On Tuesday the 20tb, next day, I received a telegraphic message. 1 have 
not got it here. 1 gave it to Captain fiatton at the coroner's inquest at Rugeley. In consequence 
of receiving that message, I; wrote again to Cook that dav^^I artdiwead my l o t icr as before, but I 
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believe the letter was not posted tiU the Wednesday, 
know Palmer's handwriting, but never saw him write. 



I have three bills of exchange with me. I 
I cannot prove his writing; hot I knew 



Cook's fnriting, and I believe the drawing of two arid the accepting of the three bills to be in his 
writing. I got them from Fisher, and gave him cash for them. 1 The witness Boycott was recalled 
and identified the signatures on the bills as those of palmer and Cook.] Examination continued. — 
1*he bills are each for £200. One of them was payable in a month, and when it fell due on 
October 18, Cook paid the i^lOO on account. He paid me the remaining £100 at Shrewsbury, but 
I cannot tell with certainty on what day. I did not pay the £350 to Mr. Padwick. I hold another 
bill for £500. [Thonfas Strawbridge, manager of the bank at Rugeley, lidentified the drawing 
and endorsing as in the handwritkig of Palmer. The acceptance, pnrporting to be in the writinc 
of Mrs. Sarah Palmer, he did not believe to have been written by her.j Examination continited.-H[ 
am sure that ithe endorsement on the £500 bill is in Cook's writing. I got the bill from Mr. Fibber. 
I paid £200 on acoQunt of it to Palmer, and £275 to Mr. Fislwc The balance was discount. ' it wa^ 
90t paid at maturity, i liave taken proceedings against Palmer to recover the amount. 

"Crbes-examined by Mr. 6^09^. 
• SeToral people were ill at Shrewsbury on the second day of the raees. They suffered irom a kind of 
dtflOThcea. ' I was one otf those so afifected. I had my meaLs at the Raven, where I put up, as also had 
my companions. Tbe^ were not £11, but a gentleman who dined with us one my at liie inn was. 
Palmer ^d not (tine with me any day at<the Baven. I saw Cook several times on the racecourse. 
The ground was wet. I remonstrated wll^ him on Thursday for etanding on it. That was after 
he had been taken ill on Wednesday. I was with Palmer for about an hour at Beaufort-buildings. 

FBEDEBICK SLACK, examined by Mr. Suddle^tm, 
I am the porter at Mrs. Hawkes's boarding-hpuse at Beaufort-buildings. On tlie 1st of Decern* 
ber I saw Pahner there, and he gave me the direction to put on a hamper containing game. It 
was "W. W. Ward, Esq., Stoke-urxm-Treut, Staffordshire.'* He told me to bu>' a turkey, a 
brace of pheasants, a codnsh, and a barrel of oysters ; and to buy them wherever . I pleased. He 
said he cud n<yt wish the gentleman for whom they were intendea to know from whom tlu^ came. 
I saw jiim wiite the direction in the coffee-room. J got the hamnor and put all the thii^^a in it. 
I sewed it up and took it to the railway. Mrs. Hawkes bought toe fowlsj and I the. other articles. 
It bein^ now within five minutes of 6 o'clock, the Court intimated its intention not to proceed 
fiirther with the case that evening. 

Lord Campbell suggested that some facility of breathing fresh air diould be afforded to the 
jury before the sitting of the Court on the following morning. Were it not that he made it a 
practice to take a walk early in the morning in Kensington-Gardens, he should himself find it im- 
possible to endure the fatigue of so Arduous a trial. An onmibus, or a couple of th^m, ought to be 
eiigaged for the accommodation of the jury, that they, too, mij^ht enjoy similar recreation. 

MLr. Baron 
Aliwbbson— 
Why should 
l^ey not take 
a walkintiie 
Teoaple- gar- 
dens ? There 
could be no 
more traa- 
quilspot* (A 
i«MghO 
i:^e$heri£^ 
intiimated 
that they 
would attend 
rQtherecoin- 
mendations- 
ofthe^eam**- 
«d Judges. 

^h«, Court 
thenaiil^OHi;^ 
edatapf^p ■ 
until Wi 

being^r.vi4 

the pr^irliMs- 
eyemiig, to 
the London 
Coffee House 
in charge o( 
the Sheriffs' 
officers. 
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FOURTH DAY.— May 17, 1856. 

The a;d|ounied trial of Witliam Fftlmtr for the murder of Jobn Parsons Cook was resumecl thiis 
vMrt&ag. The court was densely crowded, and there was no abatement of the interest which has 
from tlie commencement been excited by these proceedinn. Among the distinguished fpersons 
jpreseal were Earl Grey, and Mr. Dallas, the American Minister, 

The jnry, who, in accordance with the suggestions made by the learned judges on the previous 
4lay, had during the morning been conducted to the Middle Teuiple-gardens by the officer who had 
them in eharge, and allowed to walk there for some time, entered the court about ten o'clock, and 
dmost immediately afterwards the learned judges — Lord Chief Justice Campbell, Mr. Barou 
AldeiBon, and Mr. Justice Cresswell, accompanied by the Recorder, Che Common Serjeant, the 

Sheriffs,and Under-Sheriffii, and several members 
of l3be Court of Aldermen, took their seats upon 
the bench. The prisoner was then placed at the 
bar. There was no change in the expression of 
his countenance, and during the day he main- 
tained his usual tranquillity of demeanour. 

The same counsel were again in attendance : 
The Attorney-General, Mr. 9. James, Q.C., Mr. 
Bodkin, Mr. Welsby, and Mr. Huddlecton fo^ 
the Crown ; Mr. SeHeant Shee, Mr. Grove, Q.C., 
Mr.'Gray, and Mr. Kenealy for the prisoner. 

GEORGE BATES, examined by Mr, James. 

I was brought up a farmer, but am nUWout 
of business. I have known Palmer eight or nine 
vears. In September, October, and November 
last I looked after his stud, aud saw that the boys 
who had the care of the liorses did their duty. 
I had no fixed salary, but used to reeeife money 
occasionaUy; some weeks I received two sove- 
reigns, and some only one. I lodged in Rugeley. 
The rent I paid was 68. 6d, per Hreek. lama 
single man. I kne^w the deceased Cook. I bav^ 
no doubt that I sa^ him at Palmer's house in 
September. I cannot fix the date. I dined with 
him at Palmer's, 

By Lord CamfbeIl — I sat at table with 
them. 

ExaminatlQii continued. — ^After dinner some^ 
thing was said of an insurance of my life. 
Either Cook ot Palmer, .\(iddi I cannot say, 
commenced the conyersatiop. • 

Mr. Serjeant Shee objected to the reoepitLOin 
of any evidence with -regard to the proposal 
of the insurance of the witiioss's life. . 

The Attorne$/r General said that his ol)jeet 
^ was to show the position of Cook's aSiaia at 
this time. 

Lord CakfbeiJi, a^x consultation with the 
other Judges, said-r-X doubted whether this 
would be relevant and proper evidence to re- 
ceive upon this trial, and upon oonsuUatifHi 
the other Judges agree with me that it is too 
remote. . , . 

The examination of the witness with regtad 
to the insurance was therefore not pursued. 

Witness — ^I remember the death of Cook, and 
^ the inquest. I know Mr. William Webb Ward, 
the coroner. > On the morning of the 6th of De- 
cember, while the inquest was being hcdd, I saw 
: Palmer. , He gave me this letter, and told me to 
go to Staffpr]A and give it to .Mr. Ward. [The 
letter referred to was that addressed to Mr. Ward, 
George Bate, Esq., which was on the previous day put in and read. J 

** A Gentleman of good Property, and possessing That was between 9 and 10 o'clock. He also gave 
a Capital Cellar of wine." xne a letter to a man named France, a dealer in 
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mime at Stafford. Palmer said that there would be a package of game from France, which I i^at 
to direct and send to Mr. Ward. I got a basket of game from France upon the order whic^ th« 
prisoner had given me. I directed ft, "Webb Ward, coroner (or soUcitor) Stafford, and sent it tc 
Mr Ward. I directed it myself. I gave a man 3d. to take the game, but I delivered the note to 
Mr. Ward myself. I found him at the Dolphin Imi, Stafford. He was in the smoking-room. J 
told him I wanted to spepb^io him, ;He eaBed mcout i4to tt« yard or pawage, and there I gajre 
him the note. There were other people in the smoking-T'oom. I had had no dnections from the 
priflcii^ «8*o k©>vi w»»t»deMvw the note. Wii*n Ir^twmcfl^ Etg^ley tbit iu|^ 1 Mwm the 
S^soBtf . I told him that I had deliwi«d the lektm whkh I todk- 1« fitiArd, imd had 
^ ^ hoy ;wiA th% gainft. I remepdwr Thuttday, the 13th erf BMMdMr. Cte^tK^ 
dS-'f was sent for to the pnwmBr^a houae t^rLf in the. HionMng. Ahout-Bm^ay i 
w^^UvPidtoflr^BbMOe; I lound him in bed. He f«id thai he wmtedme to j^ to fifaiffwrj to 
tatoe W#bb Ward a letter, wad U' lake eare that no ane aaw me giv« ilto him. On timSaMctos 
MevioiMly I had lakco Pakmtw tome moner. Oft the Thnradl^ Palmer U>U me 4a 901 to Bai 
^d %e\] taim he wiflled a £5 note. I uade^&teed Ben to be lit. Thkrlbg^ hia asmtanC P«&«Mr 
added, « TeH liiro ihrt I have no small change." i l^eUcw be asked ine to h>ok « a tower Mder 
the dressing class* and said, • Tell me the amount of that bill." I looked in the drawer, and 
found there a £5^ Btonk of BuRlaod b%a I left the bill there. This was before he gave me the 
lelterfbr Ward. After seeing the bill I went to Thirlby's forthe £B. I gotfrom Thirlby a £5 note 
4»f a local bank, and took it toPalner.. I then went downstairs, leaving Pakneran bed, with the 
.writing materials on theboltoan ofiL 1 remuped downstairs, in tht yaird or kitchen, about half an 
hour^ When I wenl.upstaJM Pakner again asked me the amount of the bill Which was in the 
4*»we*. I jwt looked at it, and thought it was the same bill I had left there. He then ' gave me 
the letter, which was aea^, and I took it to Stafford. I followed Jlr. Ward through the room of 
the railway soatipo, and.gave it to bias in the road. Mr. Ward di| not open 01 read the letter, but 
arompied it vm i» his hand, and put it in his pocket. I believd I toid hha from whom I had 
' bro)Aghi( iU IlaV>ng Aehweicd the ktter, I retoirned to Rugeley. I saw the pnaofter, and told hun 
that I bad given Ward the letter. He said nothing. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Sfte^ 

Pklmer had four braofl fahrkSy and four yearlings, and a three.yea»-oW» I cairt tell their value. 
1 heard that 6m of these horses sold for 8W gnfneas. I can't. say whether Ae mares were in foal in 
•November, b«t' 1 suppose some were. Palm«ikr's stables were at the back, of his houAe, and the 
waddocka, which were near them, covered about twenty acres of gro«iMl,a»d were feaced with a 
.S«wthoyi« hedge. I remember a mare Called the Duchess of Kent being thete. We supposed she 
shipped her ftsu, bat We eould not find it. I am not aware that Gold&nder's dam slipped her foal. 
~i once asW the turf cat up with horses' feet, and attributed it to the linarcs, galloping about. I 
never saw any dogs '< run'*: them. I have seen a gun at the paddocks. I cannot sav whether it 
^helooged to Palmer. I never examined it. I do not know Inspeqtor Fielt h^ sight > 1 have seen 
■n pei^60»whoii} I wee told was Field. He came to me at the latter nd of September, or beginning 
of oirli4>er or Noveteber. I cannot say whether he saw Ihilmer. He was a stranger to me. I do 
i«ot Imow 4bot he put up anywhere. (A laugh.) I did not see him more than qace. I do not 
know Field. On Thursday, December 13, 1 saw Gillott, who is a shenff's Q0cer, in JPhlmer's yard. 
• • ■ • • Re-examined by the Attorn9ff^Q«metaL ^• 

It was after the hay harvest that I saw the tucf in the paddock cut up. . I should aay that it was 
in the Ifilter fini. 61 September. I cannot say bow long it was before Cook's death. 

I . THOMAS BLIZARD CURLTHG, examined byjihe AtUn-neyGneroL 

I am a member of the College of Surgeons, And Surgeon to the London Hospital. I have par- 

'tknlarty twrned my attention to the subject of tetaniis, and have published a worK upon that sub- 
ject* Tetanus means a spasmodic affection of the voluntary muscles. Of true tetanus there are 
only two deseriptieno — idiopathic and traumatic. There are otb^r diseases in which weseecon- 

'treetio|»s of the muscles, \>ot we should not call them tetanus, idiopathic tetanus is apparently 

> self-generated ; traumatle proeeedsfi^om a wound or sore. Idiopathic tytaaus arises from exposure 
to damp or cold, or from the irritation ot worms in the alimentary canaL It is not a disease :or 

' frequent Oecttrrence. 1 have never seen a case of idiopathic tetanus, aldfiou^ I have been sovgcoa 
to the Lo«don Hospital for twenty-two years. Csses of traumatic tetapus are much more freqaent 
Speaking quite within compass, I have seen 60 such cases. I believe lOft would be oearcr the 
xnark. The disease fivst manifests itself by stiffness about the jaws and back of the neck. Bi^^r 

< of the muscles of the abdomen afterv^ards sets in. A dragging pain at the ^i el the T*iiTt*'* is so 
almost constant attendant In many instances the muscles of the back aife ex^eoeively aftclcd. 

' Tfaeee symptoms, though eontiniious, are liable to aggravations into paresysms* As t&e' ^eeve 
goeaooythes^paroxysnis become more frequent and more severe. When diey oeenr tke bodyi» 
dtaxsn backwards *, in some instances, though less frequently* it is hen^ foewsrd. A dTffienlty in 

. ewaMowing is a very common symptom, and also a diffieolty of breathing duv&Mg the Mroxysms* 
The disease may^ if fiital, end in two ways. The patient mpy die somewhat suddcaaly tntn /suffb- 
eastion^ owing to* the closure of the opening of the windpipe ; or he may be 4ieem out by thfs:' severe 
and painful spasms, the muscles may relax, and the -patient gradually sink and die. T^ disease 
-is generally fatid. The locking of the Jaw is an almost constant symptom attending traumstic 
teianus-»I may say a constant symptom. It is not always strongly marked, but genet-ally so. It 
is an eaily symf tone. Another symptom Is a peculiar expression o'f the oountertance. 
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h&tiA CiiiiFBBLi.-— I l^«Ve tli|» is nM petttllmr to traumaiatf tetanus^ iMt wKgi 
tailiea frofii ^nth eases; ^ •-...•/• 

BxiuHnatfon resumed. — 7]|«re Isa CMfttractiM of the tfyelids^a raMiag of tlic angles ofM\it>mautk^ 
and caootraction of tlie Ihww. Ifiiniui»ati<; tetanus the lower extrcoaiiict ave toowdincftafiectti], wad •. 
sosietimesj^but somewhat rarely, tlio tipper ones. Wb»n the nsvsdes eltbe extrcsutieaarr affected, 
the time at whi«li that oeetirs variea If tbcne fa nowoaadintkoi araiis or logs the fextvematies ilrn 
generally not affected until late in the progress ol the4ista«e« i newew knew orreadief traimaiia' 
tMamis b«i<ig prodvced by a sof6 fb^oat of by a ohanerOk In my* opinion a syphiKtk sore MoaiHd 
not produce tetaaae. I know of no in^aoiee in wbicba ay^ilitk sare'.bas led to tetaaas. U 
think it a very unlikely cause. The time in which traatnattc tcHaaas.' eaims death wiries. from 
^ hoars to three or foar days, or k>nger. The, shortest period that ef«f came to my kno«ide4ge 
was eight to lea hoars. The disease, when once coamienced, is continuous* 

Did yoB ever kaow of a case in wkkh a man was attacked ooe day,, kaid 24 hoara' vespitC) aad - 
was then attacked the next day? — Never. I should say that such a case could not occur. t 

Taa ha^a hieard the aecoant given by Mr. Jones 'of the deetk of the deceased,^-<were tke- 
syasptoins there consistent with any fimas of traumatic tetanus that has ever come undee yiiuri 
obserratioB ? — No. 

What distiagalshes »l from such eases ? — The sudden oaset of the dbease. In. all cases wkMh^ 
have Goaaa ander noy asties the diseilse was preceded by t)ie aulder syviptooM of tctaaus, gradnaHy? 
proceeding to the complete development. . t 

Were ibe symiptOms desertVed by the womaa Milk as being prcseirted on tha Moaday aight 
tkos^oftetaoasf — -No 7 not of the tetanus of disease. • 

Assuming tetanus to be synonymous with eoavaisive or spasmodic aotloo of the aiascies^ waa 
there la that sense ts«aiius on the Monday night t — No doobt there was spasmodic action of the 
laasdca . - ■ • .... 

There was not, in your opinion, either idiopathic or traumatic tetanus ? — ^No. 
' Why ave 3KN1 of mA <maioii?^^Ths sudden ooseH of ihe spasms and their rapid subsidence are 
coinistont with aeitW 01 the two forn^ of tetanus. ■ > 

Is there not what is called hysteric tetanus } — Yes. It is rather hysteria combined witib spasais,.' 
but it is sometiaies called hysteric tetanus. I hme kaewn no instaaoc oi its pioTiag istai, ot: of it • 
occurring -to a man. Se»ne poisons will produce tetanus. Nux Tomica, acting through -itf pbisonsj 
stiTchnia and bruclisia, poisons of a cognate charaeta", produces that effect. I never saw a case of 
either human or axiimal me destroyed by strychnine. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serieant She0» . 

Irritation of the spinal cord or of the nerves proceeding to it it jaaight OToduce tetanus. 

Do you agree with the opinion of Dr. Webster, in his lectures on thte Principles and Practice of" 
f hysie, l^at ia four cases out; of five the disease begins with lockjaw ^ — ^I do. 

lioyov agree with Drv Watson that all the symptoms of tetanic convulsions may arise from 
causes sa shght w these :—4he sticking of a fishbone m the &uces, the air caused by a musket shot, 
thestroteofa whip lash under the eye, leaving the skin unbroken, the cutting of a com, the 
biting of tha finger by a favoarite sparrow, the blow of a stick on the neck, .the insertion of a 
set^ the extraction of a tooth, the injection of a hydrocele, and the opencdion of cutting ? — 
SxoeptSmg l^e p^reussien of the air &om a musket ball, I think ail thceaeauaes may produce the 
' tr ymp toms referred to ' 

Da you remember reading of a ease which occurred at Edinburgh, in which a negro servant 
lacerated his thamh by the fracture of a china diflh, and was instaEttly^'while the guests were at 
dinner, seized with tetanus? 

The AUome^'€f0nepaly interposing before the witnese Kflied— I have taken some pains to 
ascertain what that case is, and where it is got from. 

Chwss-ezainmation continued. — Could traumatie tetanus oeeiax witObin so diort a time as a quarter 
of an hour after the i^oepdoa of an injury?—! know of no w^ aulhfiiitieated laat^ce of the 
kind. 

Did y<m iiouire into tMs case' which is mentioned in you ow^ treatise, ^ A negro hiving 
Bcrat^Md his mumb with a piece of broken chiaa was seixed with tetanus, and ia a fantiesr of an 
hour after thi« lie i»as dead ?"— I referred to authority as far as I coiild, bfut I ^2 ttoC find any 
reference to it except in oyelopsBdias. When I wrote that book I was at. yoisng naa 32 years of 
Ag«. I have matuter judgment and greater experience now* 

You say that no ease of idiopathic tetauus has come under your notke ?*^KoBa» ' 

] dare say you will tell us that such cases are not so likely to come to the hospiial as those «if a 
-waviid ending in traumatic tetanus, they would be more likely In the first instaaec ta come nader 
the notice of » physician thahi that of a surgeon?— Certainly. 

By Lord Cam^bexl-^I fhave read of cases of i#opathie tetanus in this cotintry. 

Mr. SmjetMt Shs^^y^e shall be able to show that ther« have been such cases. 

CrodS'-examinatteit eonCinued.-^Do you not know that very lately there was in the X«ondon Hos- 
pital a case in which tetanus came on so rapidly and so unaccouutahly that it was referred to 
strychnine, and it was tbelbafat necessary to examiee the stomach of the patient ?-r-I know that 
sueh an' opinion wfts entertsTaed before the history of the case was investigated. I have heard that 
lu^ stryehnine was fornid. In that'case old sypbtttHc sores were discovered. 

By Lord CAMt9B%L'^l dM net see the patient, who was under the care of the house^^i^eons, 
who are no^ in eouK. • -' - - '<» * >' 
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CroM-«3aHBkia!tMn.cont3au«d^— Might not tbe irriUtion $t a iyj^flilic f^Re; by wet, cc^d, ifAakf 
mercury, and mental excitement lead to tetanic symptoms ? 1 do not think t^at that is very .UMft^ 
Tbe irritation which is likely to produce tetanus is the sore being exposed to friction, tp^vbloi 
syphiiittc sores in the throat are not exposed* I should class tetanus arising from theirrit^^ qC 
a sore as « traumatic." Cases very rarely occur which it is diificalt to class as either ** triuipitfi** 
or ** idiopathic*' 1 should class teUniis arising from irritatibn of the intestines ae '< iOiopijiilflb" 
The eharacUr of tbe spasms of epilepsy is not tetanic. i : V 

Not of the spasms; but are not the contractions of epilepsy sometimes continuous, so Ihat^ie 
body may be twisted into various forms, and remain rigiiUy in them ? Not contiauoualy. 

For five or ten minutes together ?•— I think not. « 

■ Doea it not frequently happen that general convulsions, no cause or .trace of which in ihe Arm. of: 
disease or lesion is to be found in the body aAer death, occur in the most violent and i|H«Jtie ,w«y 
so as to exhibit appeiu^ances of tetanic convulsions ?— No instance of the kind has coraeiumr my 
observation. — ' i . - / 

Do you agree with this opinion of Dr. Copeland, expressed in bisDiclieiMirtf rf PrwiUcaLMtiMttf 
under the head ** General Convulsions.*' ^' The abnormal contraction of. toe muscles is, iniMie) 
cases of the most violent and spastic nature, and frequently of some continuance, the. reUxiAiiai 
being of brief duration, or scari^ely observable, and in others nearly or altogether approecbliil^^o 
tetanic { "—I would rather speak fxom my own observation. I have not observed anything mH^ 
kind. . . r • . • .*r.-. / 

Does it not bapjpen that a patient dies of contolskms, spastic in the. sense of their being tii«iMi> 
tuous and alternating, and chronic in tbe sense of exhibiting continuous rigidity, yet after 4«ath M: 
disease is found ?-^It does nOt often happen to adults. . r^^!. ' 

• l)oes it. sometimes 1 — I do not know, nor have I read of such. a case. I have no hesitallo* in ? 
saying that people may die from tetanus and other diseases without the appearance of fnorMi 
symptoms after death. 

Are not convulsions, not, strictly speakingi tetanic, constantly preserved by retching, dietention 
of the stomach, flatulence of the stomach and bowels, and other dvspeptic symptoms ?~-Such cases* 
do not come Under my observation tz a ho^ital surgeon* I think it u very probable that gev^^l 
cuiivulsions are accompanied by veiling. < I don't know that they frequently terminate fotiUly,*jiaid: 
that, the proximate cause of death is. spasm of tbe respiratory muscles, inducing asphyxia. 

Re-examined b^ tbe Attorney 'GeneraL , 

These convulsions are easily distinguished from tetanus, because in them there. is an entire .Ufl^ 
of consciousness. ' ^ 

Is it one of the characteristic features of tetanus that tbe consciousness is not affected ? — It is. 

' Dr. TODD, examined by the ^«or«fi/-t7e»cra/. . ''^ 

1 ara physiciin at King's, QoIImC 
Hospital, and have held that^Mie 
about 29 years. I have also vfalOf . 
tured on physiology and sus«t«i^, 
ton tetanus jand; tbedlsei<sea>of(A». 
nervous systean, aiid have pitb1(iMi 
jttyJeciuivs. legr^ewitb.ili«qbHll 
witnoKs in his distinctioin. bcfesrao^ 
idiopnthic and traumatio tct^n^ - 
I have seen two cases of whitt^«[^: 
peered to me to be idiopathic tffHb ! 
Aus, but such cases ere rare in HEltfs 
country. . ' 

By Lord Campbell — T define 
idio^>athie tetanua to be ih^t form 
of the disease wlijcli is pro<iuc«d 
without any exter i m 1 vo unit «?' 
parent ly. from -internal causes-^ j 
from 'censtit/utional t..iude:L J 

Bxami nation re£uin<;(j. — in my ^ 
opinion thetierm tetiinus ought nvt 
to.be applieil todisoiRe produecdby 
poisons,:, but. J shuu^d cull tbe 
/symptoms tetanic jn order lo distin- 
guish the eblirftcttir of tUe convuh _ 
sions. I : liavc obtt^Med citeea. of ■ 
traumatic tetanus. II x cep r t hat i □ ^ 
all such cases there i« tume le^ton 
the ) symptoms are precisely tbe 
same as those of idiopmhic tettiniik ' 
The disease begin t t^ U h ^ ti SmM m 
about; the. jaw» ^;The ^ympti^min 
gradually' develep. ihemst^'lves and 
extend to tbemnsrlei of ilie trutik^ 
When the disease hai begun n_ 
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there any intermission? — There are remUaioos, but they are not complete; «sly diminutions - 
of the severity of the symptoms, not a total subsidence. The jpaiient doss n^ e>[pr«M 
himself as completely well, quite comfortable. I speak foom my own e:cDe^ieace« 

What is the usual period that elapses between the commencement and me termination of (be 
disease ? — The cases may be divided into two classes. Acute cases will terminate in three or four 
days, chronic cases will go on as long as from 19 to 22 or 23 days, and perhaps lAqger« -I do not 
think that I have known a case in which death occurred within four days. Cases Aee-teperted in 
which it occurred in a shorter period. In tetanus the extceroities are aniecled, butflot^oi loueh as 
the trunk. Their affection is a late symptom. The Locking of the jaw is an early one* Sometimes 
the convulsions of epilepsy assume somewhat of a tetanic enaraeter, but they are ^jMentiallydietiACC 
from tetanus. In epilepsy the patient always loses cqusciousoesa. Ajfiople^ty .iievser jpreduces 
tetanic convulsions. Perhaps I may be allowed to say that when there is elusion of mad upon 
the brain, and a portion of the brain is involved, the muscles may be thrown into slMttt -tetanic 
convulsions. In such case the consciousness would be destroyed. Having heacd desoi^lhM tbo- 
symptoms attending the death of the deceased, and the^M>f^ mortem examination, i-Mmtdj^aMdogk^ 
that in this case there wac neither apoplexy nor epilepsy. 

The Attorney'Generul said that, as Dr. Bamford was &o unwell that it was doubtfttl «vbetii|,tr &e 
would be able to appear as a witness, he proposed to put In bis 'deposition, in Qrd^.to^otiadJttpon 
it a question to the witness now under examination. 

Dr. Todd and Dr. Tweedie deposed that they , bad seen Dr. Bamford on the previous ifUgr^and 
that he was then suffering from a severe attack of English cholera* He was too unwell torfae able - 
to attend and give evidence* 

The CouftT ruled that the depositions taken before the coroner xnight be read; oAd ^^were- 
read accordingly by the Clerk of the Arraigns. Thtiy were to the following effect : — 

"I- attended the late Mr. Cook at the request of Mr. William Palmer. I first lawliim abantS 
o'clock on Saturday, the 17th of November, when he was suffedi^g from violent vomiting, the 
stomach being in that irritable state that it would not contain a leaspoonful of milk, ^.here was 
perfect moisture of the skin, and he was quite sensible. I prescribed medicine <for him, and Mr* 
Palmer went up to my house and waited until I had made it up, and then took it awaj^ I pre- 
scribed a saline medicine, to be taken in an effervescing; stale. Between 7 and 8 o'tirock in the 
evening Mr. Palmer again requested me 19 visit Mr. Cook. The sickness still continued* «verythiMr 
being cgected which he took into his stomach. I gave him two small pills as a alight opiate. It£ 
Pftlmer took the pills from my house. I did not accompany him, nor do T know what faeoame of 
the pills. On the following morning (Sunday) Mr. Palmer again called, and asked me toaceom.- 
pany him. Mr. Cook's sickness still continued. 1 remained about 10 minutes. Everything lie took 
thftt morning was ejected from his stomach. Everything he threw up was as clear as watoct except 
some coffee which be had taken. Mr. Palmer had administered aome pills -before \»hm Mr. C«»k on 
Saturday^ which had purged him several times. Between 6and 7 o'cIock in the evening I agaia tvlsHed- 
the deceased, accompanied by Mr. Palmar. The sickness still ooniinued. J wmnt on MoAdnr 
morning, between 6 and 9 o'clock, and changed his medicine. I sent bkn a idran^Ht <«{i^* 
relieved him from the sickness, and gave him ease. I did not see him again until IPiiesw^ flSglit,. 
when Mr. Palmer called for me. I examined Mr. Cook in the presence of Mk« jwitti .mid mx^ 
Palmer, and I observed a change in him. He was irritable and troubled iolkis mkut Wb^pidse 
was firm, but tremulous, and between 80 and 90. Hebrew himaelf down on^e be4 aal teised 
his face away. He said ha would have no mere pillB nor take any more medicine^ A&er WatffhA 
left the room Mr. Palmer asked me to make two more piUs atjnilar to those on the prer^^M^iufh^ 
which I did, and he then asked me to write the directions on a^lip of paper; aadX ^me ISot mSi 
to Mr. Palmer. The effervescing mixture contained 20 grains of oarbonate of polash, two j|r^^j*iny 
of compound tincture of cardamine, and two drachms of simple syrup, togethier vsUli 1* pains <dr 
* tartaric acid for each powder. I uever gave Mr. Cook a. grain of antimogy. I^Sd HQt ivjo ihe 
preparations alter they were taken away by Mr. Palmea*. M^« Cook did not s&y ke hadiftkes-i^^ilQa 
which he had prepared, but he expressed a wish on the Sunday and Monday ni^gfa^ toJun^B "&» 
pills. Bis skin was moist, and there was not the least fever about him. Wh.<ai I aaw lili& ^eeetadeft 
on Monday he did not say that he had been ill on the Sunday night, but "iik. Pal««r liold S» #n1 
he had been ill. I considered death to have been the result of congestion of the Iwain idbyoft '^ 
post mortem examination was made, and I do not )»ee any reason to alter that .^unkeL. Hhs^ 
attended other patients for Mr. Palmet. I attended Mrs. Palmer aon&e days be^re hfar flcuraic, 
also two children, and a gentleman from London, who waa (m a vidit at Mr. Vahaofs huouae, «sw 
who did not live many hours after I was called in. The whole of '^oee piatienis ^ed. Jttj:^ I^alnfter 
first made an application to me for a certificate of Mr Cook's deal^ on the JfoUoms^" MwiSaef 
morning, when I objected, saving, ** He is your patient." I cannot remember lus fx^f ; ^iait.t>e 
wished me to fill up the certinoate, and I did so. We had no conversation at that tisie 110 ti&ikd 
cause of ded^-^nothing more than the opinion I have expressed. Mr. Palmer said ino ww of tbe 
same opinion as myse^ with res ect to the death of the deceased. I never knew apoplexy preA'osfi 
rigidity of thfe limbs. Drowsiness is a prelude to apoplexy. I attributed the sisimidw oa Iho tot 
two days to a disordered stomach. Mr. Cook never se(nt for me himself." 

The examination of Dr. Todd by the Attorney-General was t3i«3 proceeded with «8 -fokUoans >- 
Having heard the deposition of Br. Bamford read, I do not believe that the ^emmi^d. di^^-lktm 
apoplexy or from epilepsy. I never knew tetanus arise either from svphUitic sofofia tar trsm. ^nve^ 
throat. There are poisons which will produce tetanic convulsions. The principsA of l^boae fkoafioo^ 
ai-e nux vomica and those which contain as their active ingredients aftrychniue «ai4 Inritocsa. I 
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hiVQ never seen human life destroyed by strychjune, but I haTc wen animals destroyed by it fre- 
quently. The poison is usually given in a largish dose in those cases, so as to put an end to the 
suffering and destroy life as soon as possible. I should not like to give a human subject a quarter 
of a grain. I think that it is not unnkely that half a grain might destroy life ; and I believe that 
a grain certainly would. I think that half a grain would kill a cat. The symptoms which would 
ensue upon the administration of strychnine when given in solution — and I believe that poisons 
of that nature act more rapidli^ in a state of solution than in any other form — ^would develop 
themselves in ten minutes alter it was taken, if the dose were ^ large one ; if not so large, they 
; mg\}t be half an hour or an hour before they appeared. Those symptoms would be tetanic con- 
vulsions of the muscles, more especially those of the spine and neok ; the head and back would be 
bent back, and the trunk would be bowed in a marked manner ; the extremities also would be 
Efti:ffened and jerked out. The stiffness, once set in, would never entirely dimppear ; but fresh 
farox^rsms would set in, and the jerking rigidity would re-appear; and death would probably 
ensue in a quarter of an hour or so. The difference betweoi tetanus produced by strychnine and 
other tetanus is very marked. In the former case the duiation ef the symptoms is very short, and 
instead of being continuous in their development, ther will subside if toe dose has not been strong 
enough to produce deaths and will be renewed in &«£ paroxyams ; whereas in other descriptions 
of tetanus the symptoms commence in a mild fotm, and become stronger and more violent as the 
disease progresses. The difficulty experienced IB breathing is common alike to tetanus properly 
so callea and to tetanic convulsions occasioned by Btrydmine, arising frvm the pressure upon the 
respiratory muscles. I think it is remarkable mat the deceased was able to swallow, and that 
there was no fixing of the jaw, which ,would have been the case with tetanus primer, resulting 
either from a wound or from disease. From all the evidenc^ I have heard, I thinx that the 
symptoms which presented themselves in the case of Mr. Cook arose from tetanus produced by 
fftrychnine. . • ' 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cfrove^ Q.C. 
There are cases sloping into each other, as it were, of every grade and degree, from mild convul- 
sions to violent tetanic spasms. I have published some lectures mxm diseases of the brain, and I 
adhere to the opinion there expressed, that the state of a person suffering from tetanus, is identical 
with that which strychnine is capable of producing. In a pathelogieal point of view, an examina- 
tion of the spinal cord shortly after death, in investigatmg supposed, deaths from strychnine, is 
important The si^us of decomposition, however, could foe easily distingui^ed from the evidences 
of disease which existed previously to death ; but it would be difficult to distinguish in ^uch a case 
whether mere softening resulted from decompositum or from pre-existing disease. There is nothing 
in Hxepost mortem examiiiation which leads me to think that deceased died from tetanus proper. 
I thjoik that granules upon the spinal cord, such as I have heard described, would not be likely to 
cause tetanus. I have not heard of cases treated by Mr. Travera. In animals to which strychnine 
has he^i administ^ed I cannot say that I have observed what yrou call an intolerance of touch ; but 
by touching them the spasms are apt to be excited. That sensibility to touch continues as long as 
the operation of the poison continues. I have examined the interior of animals that have been 
Idlled hj strychnine ; but X have not observed in such cases that the right side of the heart was 
usually full of blood. . It is some vears since I made such an examination ; but I am able, never- 
theless, to speak positivdy as to tne state of the heart. It was usually empty on both sides. I do 
not agree with Br. Taylor, or other authorities, in the opinion that in cases of tetanus animals 
died asphyxiated. If they did, we should invariably have the right side of the heart full of blood, 
which IS not the case. I tnink that the term asphyxiated, or suffi>eated, is often very loosely used. 
1 know from my reading that morphia sometimes produces convulsions; but I beherve that tiiey 
would be of an ejnleptie character. I think that the 8ym|)toms firom morphia would be Iong«i' 
deferred in making their appearance than from strychnine; but I cannot speak positwei^^ 
om Ae point. MoTphia, like strychnine, .is a vegetable poiscm. I haiw not observed 
in OTiimBW tiie jaw fixed after the administration of stryichnine. 

Re>exatiiHied by Che Jttomey-GeneraL 
Whatever may'be the true theory as to the emptiness ot the heart after strychnine, I should say 
6Mrt the heart h more ordinarily empty than filled afler tetanus. I think (hat the heart would be 
more contracted aft^r strychnine than in ordinary tetanus, I do not believe that a medical prae- 
titioner would have any difficulty in distinguishing b«tw^cn ordinary convulsions and ietattic con- 
vulsions. I have heaid the evidence of the gentlemen who made the postmortem, examination, 
md I apprehend that there was nothii^ to prevent the discovery of disease in the spinal cord, had 
any existed previously to death. 

Sir BENJAMIN BEODIE, e;iaminedby Mr. James, aC. 
I have been for many years Senior Surgeon to St. George's Hospital, and have had considerable 
experience as a surgeon. In the course of my praetlee I have had undor my care many cases of 
death ftwn teU«us. Death from idiopathic tetanus is, according to my experienoe^ verv rare in 
this coaitCry. The ordinary tetanas in this country is traumade tetanui. i have beard we »ysBq^- 
toms whidh accompanied the death of Mr. Cook, and I am of opinion that so far as there was a 
general contraction of the mutctes ihey resembled those of traumatic tetanus; but as to tjie conitse 
tboto Bymptonar took they were entirely different. I have attended to tUe detailed descriptioa of 
the attack eaffered by Mr. Cook on the Monday night, Its ocating on Tuesday, and its renemd an 
the Taesday night. The symptoms of iraonatic tetanus always be^f^, so far at I have seca, vary 
^adualiy^ the siiffiieM of the lower jaw being, I beiieve, invariably, the symptam first g«b- ^ 
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plained of->at leastt so it bas 
been in my experience. The 
contraction of the muscles of the 
hack is always a later symptom 
—generally much later. The 
muscles of the extremities are 
affected in a mnch less degree 
than'those of the neck and trunk, 
except in some cases where the 
injury has been in a limb, and 
an early symptom has been spas- 
modic contraction of the muscles 
of that limb. I do not myself 
recollect a case of ordinary te- 
tanus in which occurred that con- 
traction in the muscles of the 
hand, which I understand was 
stated to have taken place in this 
instance. Again, ordinary tetanus 
rarely runs its course in less 
than two or three days, and often 
is protracted to a much longer 
period. I knew one case only in 
which the disease was said to have 
terminated in so short a time as 
ti\'elve hours; but probably in 
that case the early symptoms had 
been overlooked. Again, I never 
knew the symptoms of ordinary 
tetanus to last for a few minutes, 
then subside, and then come od 
again after twenty-four hours. 
I think that these are the prin- 
cipal points of difference which I 
perceived between the symptoms 
of ordinary tetanus and tiiose 
Sir Benjamin Brodie which I have heard described in 

this case. I have not witnessed tetanic convulsions from strychnine on animal life. I do not 
believe that death in the case of Mr. Cook arose from what we ordinarily call tetanus—either idio- 
pathic or traumatic. I never knew tetanus result from sore throat or from a chancre, or ftx)m any 
other form of syphilitic disease. The symptoms were not the result either of apoplexy or of 
epilepsy. Perhaps I had better say at once that I never saw a case in which the symptoms 
ih&t I have heard described here arose from any disease. (Sensation .J When I say that, of course 
I refer not to particular symptoms, but to the general course whicn the symptoms took. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Shee, 

I believe I remember one case in the physician's ward of St. George's Hospital which was shown 
to me as a case of idiopathic tetanus, but 1 doubted whether it was tetanus at all. It was a slight 
ease, and I do not remember the particulars. 

Considering how rare cases of .tetanus are, do you think that the description given by a chamber- 
maid and by a provincial medical man, who had never seen but one case, is sufficient to enable you 
to form an opinion as to the nature of the case ? — I must say I thought that the description was 
very clearly given. 

Supposing that they differed in their description, which would you rely upon— the medical man 
or the chanXermaid ? 

Baron Aldebson — That is hardly a question to put to a medical witness, although it may be a 
veiT proper obsei'vatioii for you to make. 

C^'oss-examiuation continued. — ^I never knew syphilitic poison produce tetanic convulsions, ex- 
cept in cases where there was disease of the bones of the head. 

(Sir Benjamin Brodie gave his evidence "with great clearness — slowly, audibl^r, and distinctly— 
matters in which other medical witnesses would do well to emulate so distinguished an example.) 

Dr. DAin:ELL, examined by the Attoniei/' General, 
I was for many years surgeon to the Bristol Hospital, but have been out of practice for some 
time. In the course of a long practice I should thmk that I have seen at least thirty cases of 
tetanus. Two of those were certainly oases of idiopathic tetanus ; one of them terminated fatally, 
the other did not. I quite agree with the other medical witnesses that idiopathic tetanus is of 
▼ery rare occurrence in this country. The only difference in the symptoms between idiopathic and 
traumatic tetanus that I perceived was, that the former were more modified— not so severe — in 
their character. I was not able to trace these two cases of idiopathic tetanus to any particular 
eanse. I have heard the description given of the symptoms which accompanied the attack* upon 
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Hr. Cook be£ore his death, and it i^peaxs to me that the ^ircum^tanceB of that attack are assuredly 
distixiiguishahle from those which came under my exjierience in dealing vdth cases of tetanus. The 
eridenoe of Sir B. Brodie quite expresses my opinion «ith respect to the difference of the 
symptoms between ordinary tetanus and tetanic convulsions produced by strychnine. Tetanus 
begins with uneasiness in tne lower jaw, followed by spasms of the muscles of the trunk, and most 
fi^uently extending to the muscles of the limbs. Lockj&w is almost invariably a symptom of those 
cases of tetanus — of traumatic tetanus especially. I do not recollect that clinchmir of the hands 
is a usual symptom of ordinary tetanus, nor do I tismember any twisting of the foot. I do not 
believe that any of the cases which came under my experience endured for a shorter time than 
from thirty to forty hours. I never knew a case of syphilitio sore producing tetanus. IRie symp- 
toms as they have oeen described certainly caimot be referable to apoplexy or epilepsy. I never 
. heard of such a thii:^. In all the cases of tetanus which eame under my observation consciousness 
has been retained to the last, throughout the whole disease. The symptoms hare never set in 
in their full power from the commencement, but hare invariably commenced in a milder form and 
have then gone on increasing, being continuous in their character and without intermission. In 
my judgment the symptoms in the case of Mr. Cook could not be referred either to idiopathie or 
traumatic tetanus. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Grove, U.C. . . 

I hare not read Dr. Curling's or Dr. Copeland's books on the subject of teiinus ; nor hare I of 
late studied much the reported cases. I am not aware that excitement or irritation from vomiting 
has ever been ^iren as the cause of tetanus. The main symptoms of tetanus are, in my opinion, 
always rery similar, although the inferior symptoms may vary simply. I cannot undertake to 
say that the convulsions of tetanus arise from the spine. , i do not like the term " asphyxia," but 
I think that death from tetanic convulsions may probably arise from suffocation. It is many years 
since I saw v^poti tnortem upon a case of tetanus. I cannot say whether in the case of death 
from suffocation the heart would be full of blood or the reverse. An examination of the spinal 
cord or marrow never, so far as I know, afforded evidence of the cause to which the tetanus Was to 
be attributed. 

Mr. SAMUEL SOLLY, Surgeon of St. Thomas's Hospital, examined by Mr. Welaby, 
I haye been connected with St. Thomas's Hospital as lecturer and surgeon for 28 years, and 
during tiiat time I have seen many cases of tetanus. I have had six or seven under my o«ni care, 
and I may hare seen ten or fifteen more. Of those cases It was doubtful in one whether the disease 
was idiopathic or traumatic — ^thc wound was so slight and the symptons so obscure that it was 
difficult to decide which it was. Tlie others were all decidedly traumatic cases. Ttud shortest 
period that I recollect during which the disease lasted before it terminated m de'ith was thirty 
nours. The disease was always progressive in its character. ^ I have heard the description given 
by the witnesses of Mr. Cook's attacks, and they differ essentially from those cases wnich I have 
seen. In my experience of tetanus there has always been a marked expression of countenance 
as the first symptom. It is asoit'of grin,'and is so ]^eculiarthat having once seen it you can never 
mistake it. In the 8ynq»toms that I have heard detailed with regard to Mr. Cook there were violent 
convulsions on Monday ni^ht, and on the Tuesday the individual was entirely free fh>m any dis- 
comfort about the faee or jaw ; whereas in the cases under my notice the disease was always con- 
tinuous, and the fixedness of the jaw was the last 8ympt(«n*to disappear. In my judgment the 
symptoms detailed in Mr. Cook's case are referable neither to apoplexy, epilepsy, nor to any 
disease that I have ever witnessed. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Shee, 

The sort of grin which I have described is known as rum sardonicus It is not common to all 
convulsions. Epilepsy^ is a disease of a convulsive character. I heard the account given by Mr. 
Jones of ike last few minutes of Mr. Cook's death-^that he uttered a piercing shriek, and died after 
five or six minutes quietly. That last shriek and the paroxym which acccompanied it bear in some 
respects a resemblance to epilepsy. All convulsions which may be designated as of an epileptic 
character are not attended with an utter want of consciousness. Death from tetanus accompanied 
with eoavulsions seldom leaves any trace behind it ; but death fix)m convulsions arising from 
epilepBy does leave its trace in the shape of a slight effusion of blood on the brain, and congestion 
of the Teasels. 

Be-examined by the Attorney- General, 

The eonvulsions of epilepsy are accompamed by a variety of symptoms. When a patient di?s 
of epilepsy he dies perfectly unconscious and comatose. I never saw any case of convulsive 
disease at all like this. There are cases of eonvulsiye disease which are similar to tetanus in their 
onset, but not in their progress. For example, laceration of the brain, a sudden injury to the 
spinal coad, and the irritation from teething in infants willproduce convulsions resulting in death ; 
but there would be wantloyg the marked expression of the face which I have described, and which 
I have never missed in cases of tetanus. 

Mr. HENBY LEE, examined by Mr. Bodkin- 

I aiA Surgeon to King's College, and to the Lock Hospital. The Lock Hospital is exclusively devoted 
to cases of a syphiltic character, and at present I see probably as many as 3,000 of those in the 
course of a year. I have never known an instance of that disease terminating in tetanus. 

By the CouAt— I have never seen or read of a case either of primary or secondary symptoms 
resulting in tetanus. 

This witness was not cross-examined. 
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&R, HBMRY €OEBETf^ p^y^eiin, of GIsMgow, «x««unea bf Mr. /mmv, Q.C. 
• in Seatsmber, 184/5, 1 wm MadUsa) CI«fk at the Glasgow Infirmary, and I rMviember a pad^t, 
named Afoeg Sennett, aHas Agnes French, tvbo died there on tbe^th of Septetnbn-, 1S46. It 
' was stated that she had taken strychnine pills, which bad been prepared for another patient in the 
wttrd, and the symptoms which accompanted her dOath were those of strychnine. The pHls weve 
for a pacoiydc patient. I saw her when she wa« under tlie tnflaence ef the poison, and I bad seen 
her m daybefbre that perfectly welU She had been admttted for a akin disease of the head. 
Wiwn I saw her after she had taken the poison she was in bed. The symptoms -were tbese:— 
Thens was a sitrong retraction of the mouih, the face ^as macb'sn fused and red ; the pupifs of the 
ey«B-w«re £1ated ; the bead was bent back ; flie spine was curved ; (he muM;tes were HgM and 
hard like a board ; the arms were stretched ont; 4he hends were clinched; there w«re aevete 
paroxysms recurring etery few seconds. She died In about an hour and a quarter after taking '^e 
pills. Wben I was caUed iint the paroxysms did not last so long; bnt tbev increased in severity. 
Ajcoardtng to the prescription there abonid have been a quarter of a grain of strychnine to each 
pift^ and this woman had taken three. The paralytic patient was to have taken a pill eadi ni^, 
or oneeacbi night and morning, I foi^get mrhicb. 

Crosss-ezamioed by Mr, Serjtani Sbee^ 

The retraction of the mouth was continuous, but it was woese at times^ I do not think iStaX I 
observed it after death. The bands were not diacbcd after death — tbey wem seaii.jbcsit. She 
died an hour and a quarter a&.er taking the medicine. The symptoms «ppeavednbo«t;d9 nmmtes 
after. I. tried to make her voaiit, but failed. iSiie only vomited partially After I had given Iman 
emetic. 

Ee-examined by tbe Mttrme^-GefteraL 

There was spasmodic action and gri nding of the teeth. Bhe could open ker moutk and awaiilBv. 
There was no lockjaw or ordinary tetanus. 

By Mr. Serjeant Skee — ^I do not recollect that touching her aent her into paroxyama. 
Dr. WATSON, examined by the Attorney-General. 

I am a surgeon at/the Glasgow Infirmaty. I rememb^ eke case of Agnes Sennett I was called 
in about a quarter of an hour after she was taken ill. She was in violent coavulsioos, and her anas 
were stretdied out and rigid. The muscles of the body were also rigid; they were kept qaiet by 
rigfidky. She did not breathe^ the muscles being kept £till by tetanic xJgidUy. Ti&at paroKraDEi 
subsided, and fresh paroicysms came on after a short interval. She died in abont faalfaa boar. 
She seemed perfectly conscious. I don't recollect the state of her bands. Her body wa« opened. 
The %eart was found distended and stiff. The cavities of the heart were empty. My iatlier pobiiBbed 
an aeeouttt of the case, 

Cross-examioed by Mr, Grove, 

"The ^paal cord was quite healfliy. 

Dr. J* PATTERSON, examined by Mr. W^abjt. 

TnlBi5I waseni^agedin the laboratory of the Infirmary at Giasgow. IdiapeniodtbepreaeripCioiis. 
I made up a pj«scr^ti«n for a paralytic psttent named M'Intyve. it consisted of piUs wiiicb cot- 
tained strychnine There were four pills and one grain of strychnine in Che four. 

Mr. Baron Alderson^ Was any noise made about their being taken by a wrong person f— Tcs 
MARY KELLBY, exatninedbyMr.BodJt^n, 

In September, 1845, 1 was a patient in tbeOksgew InBrmary; a paralytic patient was in the 
same ward, and I attended to her. There was also a patient named French w SenneU who was 
satfering from a sore head. She died. I was turning a wheel near the paralytic patient on the 
afternoon of the day Bennett died, for the purpose of applying something to iisr skin. There w««e 
sbase plHs w!»Tcb she was to take near her. The paralytic woman took one and swaUowdl it 
according to the orders t*»at had been given, and she handed the box to the girl with thesere hesd. 
The girl swallowed two of the pflls, and then went and sat by the ward fire. She was taken in 
in a%e«t three quarters of an hour. She fell back on the floor, aud 1 went ior the name. We 
took lifer to bed and sent for the doctor. We were obli£<;d to cut her clothes qSL becanse ahe Aever 
moved. She was like a poker. I was by her side when s?he died. .She never spoke a&er ehe ifeti 
down. • 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Shee. 

Jt was thnee^quarters of an hour from the time she took the piUs. till she was taken to the bed. 

CAROLINE HICX«ON, examined by Mr, JS,Jiij»e«. . 
^lu Pctol>cr, 1848, I wsn nurte and lady's-ciaid in th* family of Mr. tSatiantson Smyth. 
The ^milj were then waiding about two imles from Romoey. On the-30th of OclSber 
Mrs. Smyth was ««well. We disajt with Mr, Jon«ii, a dtnggtst in Romsey. A prescription 
had been sent to him to be made up for Mrs. Smyth, The medicine was brWlit back 
about SIX m the afternoon. It was a mixture in a bottle. My mistress took about half 
♦ wineglMe of 1* the foltowmi? moroing at five or ten minutes past seven. 1 left the room 
when I hU given it her. Five or ten minutes afterwards I was alarmed by the rinirine of 
her bell. I went into her room, and fonnd her ont of bed leamng upon a chair, in her niaht- 
Ol^s. I thought she had fainted. She appeared to sufFer from what I thought were sna^s. 
I ran and sent the coachman for Mr. Taylor, the surgeon, and returned to her. Some of the 
other servants were there assisting her. She was lying on the floor; She screamed loudly and 
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V her teeih were clinched. She asked to have her arms and legs held straight. I took hold of her 
arms and legv^ which were, verr mtich drawn up. She still screamed, and was in great as^ony. 
8he rt^uested' that water should be thrown over her, and I threw some. Her feet were turned 
r inwards, r put a bottle of hot water to her feet, hut that did npt relax them. Shortly before 
she died, she said she felt easier. The last words she uttered were — " Turn me over.'' We did 
ttfim her over on the floor/ She died a very few minutes after she hod spoken those words. She 
dSed very- quietly. She was quite conscious, and knew me darin|p the whole time. About an 
* hoar and.a-quarter elapsed £rom the time I gave her the medicine' tiU she ditd«. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Grow^ 
She could not sit tip from the time I went up to her till shii (jSed^ It was when she was in a 
paroK^m that I endeavoured to straighten her limbs. The elf?ct of eold^ water was to throw 
' ket into a parostysm. It was a continually recurring attack, lasting about an hour or an hour 
and a-quarter. jSer teeth were clinched during the whole timisr, 

Be-examined by the Attomet^-Gfmgrt^ 
The fit came ok five or ten mitiutesr after I gave her the medfasifl». 9i»mmBtaff $31 the trine 
iiVL within a. few minutes afi:eff death. She was conscious aU thr while. 

He. FEAIfOIS TAYLOR, examined by B^. WOsbi/.. 

laoK fl> sufgeon, aiiid< apothecary- aiBomeey. I attended Wrsi Samntsoa: Sm^llt in 1848. I 
waft somMonedto her houseone- morning soon ai£ter % and when I arrived I found'herdbad. The 
Imby wwon tite floor, near the bed. TW hands were very nnieh Bent. The feaatr weceroontracted 
aoA t«mi9diiBW«isdft> The soles of the feet were hollowed up and the t6es contnieted^ apparently 
:fi«om reoe]S&43pa8iiaodio actimxv The inAec edge of each f!t>ot:Wftatasaed: upt^ There iras a remark- 
al^ft rigidity about tfa» limbsi. 

By> £oMl>CAjliPBixZr'*T!he boAy was Warm. 

Exaittiiifltiini <xantbRied.-^The eyelids were almost ,adlxi0ieBt to ti£e ey^allsv The druggist who 
iltiide'U9rtftn»|fresoriptio& was named JeiKs I mode a.p<fst mortem examJ^xaUBxr iiiree days after 
tbie deam. The eontraetioki of the finst eontuiued, but it had gone olf somewhat friim the rest of 
'tti» body« I fbnnd n» trace of disease in the body. The heart was^contraeted and perfieetly empty, 
BB w<«ni ail Hm lauge arteiaes leadiiig irom it. I analyzed the mediciiie i^ia Had tBlfieiff with another 
nKdieal mxaou. It oonitaiiied; a. iar^e quantity of Btrychidne; It origiiiailly contained i|ine grains, 
tmt skcf hnd taken: onMMivU-^ree grains. I made a very casual examioatioA' of tSjK sfomach and 
h€iwst», ivym had plenty ai proof that pcoton had been taken without making, uss of the tests. 
G]ros»*exbauned by Mr. Serjeant Shee. 

[^69^09 o£ deatil^ freaa oidiiiaey caues tlie body is much distorted. It does not generally^ I should 
't¥dlA, rmiiaki in thb samapeiitM altor death. 

If tiie btMl^ is not kdd (nt inn»diately, m it ndt-stilEeued by the rigor mortm ^^Probabiy it is. 
ThiB'£W«lle» weseiied bit« a^b isw h ig e to keep them together. I commenced to <^en ti^ body at the 
thoMft and ftbdSbiQea. " Tbe liead wsaaLw opened. 

CHAB^LES^'BttOClTSOMJ, exammed by Mr. MudcXegem. 
1 was appfetttib^ to Mr. Jones, the chyiMst, at Romsey, in 1048. My masttt^madB* a misti*e in 
preparing a prescriptloii for "Sirs, Smyth. The mistake was the* sttbstittttion of strytjhniife for 
salacite (bark of willow). Hie destroyed himself afterwards. 

JANE Witfl^M, eitttitiineit by IIV. E, James, 
Sfl Mtords last I was in attendanee VD0n a lad y who died. |_T he. learned counsel told the witness 
rive httd bKOep not mention the kdy^s name.] She took some medicine. After she took it she 
%BtmtM iN. fUtm. aomrplainf d first of her back. Her head was thrown bark, her body stYetched 
tmiy an^ 1- «l»K»ve4 twkch«4ngs. Her. eyes wece drawn aside and. staring. I put my hand upon 
IwrAmb^ iMblch did not at all relax. She first complained oi being lU in that way on Monday, 
flltf soul ef Febmary, aertd dwd on Satw-day, the 1st of March. She had attacks on the Monday, 
«n i<he Wodffekday, on the Thursday, on the Friday (a very slight one),,and at a quarter^past eight 
^ti-tSie'SMUvday monuaf. She died about twenty minuxes to elevea that night. Between the 
atttelift Bhv was composed. She pvincipaUy <;omplained of prickings in the legs and twitchings in 
the n»isei«S' tfnd in the haads,. which she said she could compare to nothing else than a galvanic 
slfflteib. Sh& wished her hushan4 to rub hec Legs and arme.. She was dead whe& Dr. Morley came. 

Crossr-exannined by liir; Sifymnt Ske€f* 
Oto the Saturday ^ight she could ntot bear tb have her legs* touch<ed' wiien thft spasm* were 
strong, upon her. Her limbs were rigidly extended when sfa« aB^ed to be rubbed, ^at was* in the 
intervals between the spasms. Tducbing h^ then brought on the spaemi. Her body was stiff 
immediately after death, but I' did not stay long m the house. On the Skaturdaysbeu wots sensible 
l^om half-an-hour to an hour, fVom a quarter past eight till aflter nine. I gupfiooe siie was insonaible 
thfe remainder of the time. She did m>t speark. 

Ee-ex<imioed by Mr. JS. James, 
On the Saturday before she dledj, the symptoms were the same as on the other days — not more 
violent. 

Bfr. MOIbLSY, OMnridedb by Mt. Wekby. 
lam a surgeon. 1 attended on the lady U> whom the lastwitness^ hs» alhMlfldiFfer about- ^wo 
months before her death. On the Sffoiyday bemre she died' she was in be4 aipparently confttttable, 
when I observ'ed (a^s I stood by her aide) s^wral slight convulMte twitwMwgs oT her awns, i sup- 
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posed they arose from liyBteriai and ordered 
medicine in consequence. The same symp- 
toms were repeated on the following Wednes- 
day or Thursday. I saw her on Saturday, 
the day she died. She was apparently better, 
and quite composed in the middle ot the day. 
She complained of an attack she had had in 
the night She spoke of pain and spasms in 
the back and neck, and of shocks. I. and 
another medical man were sent for hastily 
on the Saturday night, ^e were met by the 
announcement that the lady was dead. On 
the Monday I accompanied Another medical 
gentleman to the post mortem examination. 
We found no disease in any part of the 
body which would account for death. There 
was no emaciation, wound, or sore. There 
was a peculiar expression of anxiety about 
the countenance. The hands were bent and 
the fingers curved. The feet were strongly 
arched. We carefully examined tlie stomach 
and its contents to see if we could 6nd 
poison. We applied several tests — nitric acid, 
chloride of sulj>huric acid, bi-chloride of 
potash in a liquid and also in a solid state. 
They are the best tests to detect the presence 
of strychnine. In each case we fojund appear- 
ances characteristic of strychnine. We ad- 
ministered the strychnine taken from the 
stomach to animals by inoeulatiion. We gave 
it to a few mice, a few rabbits, and a guinea 
pig, having first separated it by <*hemicai 
analysis. We observed in each of the animals 
„ m ,r « .X , more or less of the effWcts produced by stfych- 

Mr. Thomas Morley, Surgeon at Leeds nine-namely, general uneasiness/diffiesit 

breathing, convulsions of a tetanic kind, muscular rigidity, arching backwards of the head andneck, 
violent stretching out of the legs. These symptoms appeared in some of the animals in four or five 
minutes, in others in less than an hour. The guinea pig suffered but slightly at first and was left, 
and found dead the next day. The symptoms were strongly marked in the rabbits. After death 
there was an interval of flaccidity, a'fter which rigidity commenced, more than if it had been 
occasioned by the usual rigor mortis. I afterwards made numerous experiments on animals with 
exactly similar results, the poison being administered in a fluid form. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Grove, 

I did not see the patient during a severe attack. T have observed in animals that spasms are 
brought on by touch. That is a very marked symptom. The spasm is like a galvanic shock. 
The patient was not at all insensible durrag the time I saw her, and she was able to. swallow, but 
I did not see her during a severe attack. After death we found the lungs very mucb congested. There 
was a small quantity of bloody serum in the pericardium. The muscles of the whole body were 
dark and soft. There was a decided quantity of efihsion in the brain. There was also a quantity of 
serum tinged with blood in the membranes of the spinal cord. The membranes of the 
spinal marrow were congested to a considerable extent. We opened the head first, and 
there was a good deal of blood flowing out. Part of the blood • may have flowed from the 
heart That might partially CQipiy the heart, and would make it uncertain whether the heart was 
full or empty at the time ot death. I have of\en examined the hearts of animals poisoned by 
strychnine. The right side .of the heart is generally full. In some cases T think that the symp- 
toms did not appear for an hour after the administration of the poison. I have made the experi- 
ments in conjunction with Mr. Nunneley. We have made experiments upon frogs, but they are 
different in many respects from warm-blooded animals. I have in almost all cases found the 
strychnine where it was known to have been administered. In one case it was doubtful. We were 
sure the strychnine had heen administered in that case, but we doubted whether it had reached the 
stomach. There were appearances which might lead one to infer the presence of strychnine, but 
they were not satisfactory. I have detected strychnine in the stomach nearly two months after 
death, when decomposition has proceeded to a considerable extent. 

Be-examined by the Attorney-General, 

From half a grain to a grain has been administered to cats, rabbits, and dogs. From one to two 
grains is quite sufficient to kill a dog. 

How does the strychnine act ? Is it taken up hy the absorbents and carried into the system ?— I 
think it acts upon the nerves, but a part may be taken into the blood and act through the blood. 
We generally examined the stomach of the animals when the poison had been administered inter- 
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nally. Sometimes we examined the skin. The poison fomid in the stomach would be in excess of 
that absorbed into the system. 

Are you then of opinion that, a portion of the poison being taken into the system and s^ portion 
"being left in the stomach, the portion taken into the system would produce tetanic symptoms and 

Mr. Serjeant Shee objected to a question which suggested a theory. 

The Attomey-'Generttl—'What wouM be the operation of that portion of the poison which is ' 
taken into the system ? — ^It would destroy life. 

Mr. Baron Aldebson — And yet leave an excess in the stomach ? — ^That is my opinion. 

The Attorney-General-— Womd the excess remaining in the stomach produce no effect ? — ^I am not 
sure that strychnine could lie in the stomach without acting prejudicially. 

Suppose that a ipinimum quantity is administered, which being absorbed into tbe system^ 
destroys life, should you expect to find any in the' stomach ? — I should expect sometimes to fail in 
discovering^ it. .o^ . . 

If death resulted from a series of minimum doses spread over stjfaral days, would the appearance 
of the body be different trom that of one whose death had been Caused by one do«e ?— I should 
connect the appearance of the body with the 4naL struggle of the last day. 

Would you expect a deferent set of phenomena, ih ca^s where death had taken place after a 
brief struggle, and in cases where the, struggle had been protracted ?7— Certainly. - At the poei 
mortem examination of which I have spoken, we found fluid blood in the veins. ... 

Mr. Serjeant Shee — ^Is it your theory that in the^ action of poisoning, the.poifon .becomes ab- 
sorbed and ceases to exist as poison?-— I have thought much upon that questic^n,- arid, have not 
formed a decided opinion, but I am inclined to think that it is so. A part may be absorbed and a 
part remain in the stomach unchanged. ' ' 

Mr. Szfjeant Shee — What chymical reason can you give for vour oj^inion tliat strychnine, after 
having effected the opeiation of poisoning, ceases to be strychnine m the blood? — My opinion 
rests upon the general principle that, in acting upon living bodies, organic substances — such as 
food and medicine — are eenerally changed in their composition. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee—^hzX. are the component parts of strychnine ? ' 

Mr. Baron Alderson>^You ^ill fitid that in any eyclopcedia, brother Shee. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee — Have you any reason to believe that stiychnine can be decomposed by any 
sort of putrefying or fermenting process? 

Witness — 1 doubt whether it can. 

Mr. EDWARD D. MOORE, examined by Mr. )Huddleston. 

About fifteen years ago I was in practice as a surgeoi), and I atteiided, with Dr. Chambers, a 
gentlenAan named Clutterbiiclc, who was suffering from paralysis. We liad been giving him small 
doses of strychnine when he went to Brighton. On his return he told us that he had been taking 
larger doses of strychnine, and we, in consequence, gave him a stronger dose.. I made up three 
draughts, containing a quarter of a grtun each. He took one in my presence. I remained with 
him a little time, and left him as he said he felt quite comfortable. About three-quarters of an 
hour afterwards I was summoned to him, I found him stiffened in every limb, and the head drawn 
back. He was desirous that we should move and turn him and rub him. We tried to give him 
ammonia in a spoon, and he snapped at the spoon. He was suffering, 1 should say, more than 
three hours. Sedatives were given him. He survived the attack. He was conscious all the time. 
Cross-examined by Mr- Serjeant Shee. 

The spasms ceased in about three hours, but the rigidity of the muscles remained till the next 
day. His hands and feet at &^t were drawn back, and he was much easier when we clinched 
them forwards. His paralysis was better after the attisick. 

Be-examined by the Attorney- General- 

Strychnine stimulates the nerves which act up<wtt the voluntar}' muscles, and, therefore, acts 
beneficially in cases of paralysis. 

The Attomey^General intifiiated that the next witness to be called was Dr. Taylor, and, as it 
was a quarter alter 5, the trial was adjourned until Monday at 10 o'clock. 

Lord Campbell, before the jury left the box, exhorted them not to form anj- opinion upon the 
case until they haa heard both sides. They should even abstain from conversing, about it among 
themselres. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee said that medical witnesses would be called for the defence. 

His Ix)RDSHiP also expressed a hope that, if the jury were taken out upon the following day 
(Simday), they would not be allowed to go to any place of public resort, and mentioned an in- 
stance in which a jury, under similar circumstances, had been conducted to Epping Forest. 

The jury were then conveyed to the London Coffee House. 
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FIFTH DAY.— Mat 19", 1866. 

Tlie eavat wk» tfodft ovoWdied long bflfore tlw.«MnKBeAotio««t «< tli«.j»M«edaBg8 titis ttoinftig. 
The Earl of Denbigh and Lord LjFttelEton wore uaong tlit geail««ieii w)ie ooeogied ceati i^oa 

- 71m jury' emw ■ krta eoart shortly^ befort tt» «*elool^ and weve f (H» follawed by Lord C«taf&«U 
and Mr. Justice Cresswell, acaotmpanied by the Becorder, the Sheriffs and iTndef-SheriSi^ &c. 
Mn Bar<m Aldevton did not tmk biv 0e«ku»kil «boutiwo o'olock», 

Tlw prtsoaer wait immediateiy i^Mod at thm bas. Thtse wm Bi» «dte«&tioa i^cqro^tibU ia- 1m 
countenance or demeanour and he took notes of sctreral parts ^f D& Tayloc'a avldenc*.. 

- T&e Attorney-General, Mr. E. Jaimt, Q:G., Mb. Welabyv Mr.BodSidii^ and Mr^JSuddloiton 
.«|ypeared for the Croim ; IfeR. Serje«ne Shee, Ur. Qtoje, Q.C.^ Ms. Gray, and Mr* Keaealy for' 
the prisoner. 

Dr. ALFRED STTAINB^ TATLOtt, examined' bf the .^/toms^^^^rar. 

Imh 8*Fellow of theCoUege of Phfsieiaas, lecturer on medical jurisprttdende nfdayliHcMpAar; 
and the authot of the well-known Trjeatise on Poisons and on medidal' Jorispradeuee. t ttm 
flude the poisoa called stryohaia the subject of my attention. It itf th# pTodnCfe of tfac* trai 
Yonioai, which also contains brucia^ a poison of an analogous character. Brucia fa vxriisttdy 
MtioMXed at frooii one-sixth to o&e-twelfck thd strength of strychnia. MSost vuriettes of kttpure 
strychnia that are sold contain more or lesa brucisu UnlesSf tnevefore, yt)U aref eertaln ttttf the 
purity of the article, you may be milled as to its stinen^th. I have pei^formeda trariefy of eitpcrri- 
ments with strychnia on aaimal life. I have n9^ei witnessed its action on a humftii s\ib|ebt I 
hAVfr ^iad its effects upon animad Ufe^^of oil rabbitsr— in ten or twelye insCancSA. The sijaaiptoins 
are, on the whole, very uniform. The quantity I have given has varied' from haW « giwiif to two 
grains. Half a grain is sufficient to destroy a rabbit. I have given it both in a soUd Md a 
Uquid state. When given in a fluid state, it produces its effects in a very few mfnuties; wfreYl in 
41 solid state, as a Sort of pilt or bolus, in about ftix to eleren'mftf ut«si 1?Ae little varies accordmg 
tot^efttrength ofthe dosei a»dalfefo^to-t%«8«refligiiho4{tfa»iinimaL ' 

In what way does ft operate, in- your tf^oAtm }-^it is first absovbed into- the blood, theu eir^u^ 
Mx!^ through the body; and' espeeiEtlty sots oA'^e- sptaal eoid, ttoKt whieh pvoeeed tti€f n^cvds 
aetiri^on the roiunfaofy museles; 

3iipr|i08in*g iSbae poison' has beien abmybed', wiiot tiffle would. you giro for the dJKU]QtiAg.pyoee8tf? 
The circrnlatBOn of the Blood through the whole ervstdm is> eoBsidered to takb piaoe about onoe it 
ftmr mmutes. The circulation in axLimalis is quioKer. Tbe'absDtptaon o£ the poison by RCbbits is 
tfnerefbre quicker. The time would' al^ depend on thestalief oi the stomach^r^^hetlier it oonlyifaiad 
nxneh food ornot, "Whether the poismr cahie izrto immediate eontaot with the- inner surface oi tiie 
stomach; . 

In your opinion, does this neiiion aet immediately on the nervous system, or must it first be 
abaor Bed ?^— It; must first he absorbed.* 

Th^ symptoms, yoa say, are unifonn, Will you describe them?— -The animal fbr afMrot five or 
six minutes does not appear to suffer, but moves about genliyj whQn th« poison- begimr to auir it 
suddenly falls on its side, there is a trembling, a g^uivering motiQtt, of the whole of- me mxak^ of 
the body, arising from the poison producing violent and involujltary contraction. There is 
then a sudden ps^oxysm or fit,, the ft)re legs and the hind- legs are stretbhed 6w6):the head' and the 
tail are drawn oackin the |bnn of a bow, the jaws are spasmodically dosed, tbe^eyes atfe-protelaent; 
after' a short time iJHiere is a ^ght remission of the synKp1to«i»,.and the aimaaiL appeals to lie ^et, 
but the slightest noise or touch i^prodnees another' oonvnlbivi^ pai?oxyaiat;,eonieitimes tbsre is a 
£R;reain, or a sort of a shriek, as if the- ammal suffered fhinkpain:; the heart beatst violently- duiing 
the* fit, and after' a succession of these fit8> the^aiUmal dies quietiy.. SoiMlJaie»,][foW)3rver^.the 
animal dies during a spasm, and I only know that death has occurred from holding mj? iMiid-otvtr 
the heart. The appeainnces after d^aui difilbr. In seme instances^ the rigidity etmtiiisiet' !bl one 
(OBeiHoB muscles were so strongly eontracted for- a v^ek- afterwards that it was possilde to holdthe 
bodjj by it» hind legs strjetehed out horizontally. In< an aniniAl killed th$ other day tHe body was 
flaccid ait the.timet of deaiix, but became' rigid, abouA.flve minutes afterwards, 1.' haye opened the 
bodies of animals thus destroyed. 

Could you delect any injury in the stomach ? — No. I have found in some cases congestion oftbe 
membranes of the spinal cord to a greater extent than would be accounted for by the gravitation of 
the blood. In other cases I have found no departure from the ordinary state of the spinal cord and 
the brain. I ascribe congestion to the succession of fits before death.' in a majority of instances, 
three out of five, I found no change in the abnormal condition of the spine. In all cases the heart 
has been congested, especially the right side. I saw a case of ordinary tetanus in the human 
subject years ago, but I have not had much experience of such cases. I saw one case last Thursday 
•week at St. Bartholomew's Hospital. The patient recovered. 
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Y<^u faavc htvd the dcflcilpHMf givtn by the wi^nMM^ of Che ^ymptoitta and •ppcevancet wiiioh 
aoeMii|»»ii>€d Coek's stt»ekt 2 — I have, 

Weretbose •yosptoms and appearances the iame aa those you have ehierved in tbt aoMials to 
which yati adnintatered atrychjuiie2 — They were. Death haa taken place ia the aninab mew 
rifkiiy when the poiiea has beea admioMterediaa fluid than in a aolid form. They have died at 
vaiioM perieda aftet the adoMOMtratioB of the ppisoa. The eaperiiQeats I have perfermed lately 
have been entirely in refereaee to solid strychnine, la the fint case the synrptoms began in .7 
nunute^ and tbe anioMl died {iaoiudiof those 7) to IZ mhiutes* In the eeoond case the aymptoms 
appeared ia 9 aiiimtts, ana the animal died in 17. In the third case the aymptoms appeared in 1# 
nuautesy aad the aniesal died in 18. In tbe ioarth case the aymptams appeared in 5 annates, and 
death took place in 32, In the fifth case the symptoms appeared in 12 minutes, and death occunred 
ia 23. If tM poiaen were talien by the human aubject in piUs it would take a longer tune to act, 
facoaiue the structure of (he psll must be broken up in order te brin|^ the poison ia contact with tbe 
nsBcotta membrane of the etoasach. I have admimsiered it to rabbks in palb. 

Would poiaon given ia pills take a longer period to operate e« a human subject than «n a 
rabbit i^-l do not think we caa draw an^^ in£erenoe firom a oompariaoa of the rajndity of dealth in 
a buuuua aubject and in a iaM>it. The ouroulatioii and ahaorptiDn are different in the two eases. 
ISieDe ia alao a difference between one kamfoi Mbjed and another. Gnie atrength at the doae, to^, 
would make adiffHreaee^ aa a large dsae would produce a mora tapid effect than a small one. I 
hany^ exjpecimented upcn the intestines of animals, in order to renroduce the strychnia. The pro* 
ceas eolksiata ia putting the stomach and its contents in alcohol, with a amall qnantiity of acid, 
which diasoLvea the strychnia, and produces ai^phate of atrydbaia in the stomach. The liquid is 
than filtercd, gently evaporated, and an alkali added — oavboonte of potash, which, mixed with' a 
small quantity of sulphuric add, procipitatea tb^ siaryohnia. Tests are appHed to Ibe strychnia, 
or aupposed a^Tchnia, when extraoted. Strychnia baa a peculiarly Strang bitter taste. It is- not 
seluue in water, but it is in aoida and in aiioohoL The oolouriB^ tests are a^roUed to tise dry 
residue after evaporatian. Change of oolour is produced by a mixture of sulphuric acid mA 
lii-efarmuite of potaah. It prodncea a blue oolour, changing to violet aad purple, and passing to 
led ; but oolnuiiag tests are very fidlaoious, with tibia exception — ^when we have stiyehmne sepa» 
atcd i&ita ar3«tallised state we can recoguae the ciystals oy tbdir form aad their chemical pro- 
nerties. and above all, b^r the preductum of tetaniC' symptoms and deatb when administered 
througn a uMund in the akin of ankaBla. 

.^ Are there other veg;etable substances from whxob, if these eolouring tests were applied, similar' 
ofdours would be obtained ? — ^There are a variebr of mixtuoea which produce similar cohmrs. One' 
of tbexn has alao af bitter taste like strydmia. Vegetable poifiens are more difficult of deteetitm bf 
obenical nrooBsatfaan mineral poisons ; the tests are fat mora fallacious; I have endeavoured to 
dieoever the presence of strychnine in animals I have poisoned in four cases, assisted bv Dr. Bees. 
I have applied the process which I £fst deaeabed. I have then applied the tests of coleuriBg and 
ofteste. 

Were you able to satisfy yourself of the presenee of strychnia ^—- In one' case I discovered soaie 
by the colonr test In a second case mere was a bitter taste, but no other indication of 
strychnia. In the other two cases there were no indicationaat all of strychnia. In the case where 
ii was diaeovered by a colour test two grains had been administered ;.and in the second case, where 
there was a bitter taste, one grain. Li one of the cases where we failed to detect it one grain, aad 
in the other half a grain, had been given^ 

13ow do you account for the absence of any indication of strychnia in cases where you know it 
was administered } — ^It is absorbed into the blood, and is no longer in the stomach. It is in a great 
part changed in the blood. 

How do you account for its presence when adininistered in lax^e doses? — ^There is a retention 
of seme in. excess of what is required for the destruction of life. 

Supposing a miniinnm flose, whlch will destroy life, had been given, could you find aay ?-— Ko. 
It is taken u^ by absorption, snd is -ao longer discoverable in the stomach. The smallest quantity 
by which I have destroyed the life of an animal is half a grain. There is no process with which I 
am acquainted by which it can be discovered in the tissaes. As far as I know, a small quantity 
cannot be discovered. 

Supfioee half a grain to be absorbed into the blood, what proportion does it bear toKhe total 
quantity of blood circulated in the system ?— Assuming ihe system to contain the lo#est quantity 
«f blood, 251bs.y it would be l-50th ci a grain to a pound of t>lood. A physician once died fiwm a 
dose of half a grain in 20 minutes. I believe it' undergoes some partial change in Ihe hloodj- 
wbieh increases the difficulty of dioovering it. I never heard of its being separated from the 
tMsues in a crystallised state. The crystus are peculiar in form, but there are other organic 
crystallized substances like ^m, so that a diemist yriSk not r^ on the form only. After tiie poit 
nioHem examination of Cook a poi-tion of the stomach was sent to me. It was delivered to me by 
iir. Boycott iii a brown stone Jar, covered with bladder, tied, asid sealed. The jar contained the 
stomach and the intestines. I have experimented upon them with a view to ascertain if there was 
' any poison present. 

VftiMt poisons did you seek for hi the first instance? — ^Various; prttssic acid, oxalic aijid, 
morphia^ strychnia, veratria, tobacco poison, hemlock, arsenic, andnMny, mercury, and other 
mineral poisons. 

Did yoa find any of theta ?^ We only found small traoes of antimony; 

Were the parts upon which you had to operate in your search for strychnia in a favonraVle 
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condition ?^The rooft nnfiiTourable that eonld potfibYy be, the stomach had been eompletelsr cut 
from end to end, all the content* were gone, and the fine mnoons surface, on which any puison, 
if present, would have been found, was lying in eonuct with the ouuide of the Intestines— all 
thrown together. The inside of the stomaeh was lying in tlie mass of intestinal feculeac matter. 

That was the fisult or misfortune of the person w>ho dissected t^I presun^e it was $ but it seemed 
to hare been shaken about In kvcry possible way in the journey to London. The contents of the 
intestines were there, but not the contents of the stomach, in w'hich and a^ the mucoos membimnr 
I should have expected to find poison. By my own request other portions of the body were sent 
up to me, — namely, the spleen, tiie two kidneys, and a small bottle of bkK>d« Thev were delivered 
to me by Mr. Boycotts We had no idea whence the blood had been taken. We analysed all 
We searched in the liver and one of the kidneys for mineral poison. Each part of the Itrer, one 
kidney, and the spleen all yielded antimony. The ouantity was less in proportion in the spleen 
than in the other paits. It was reproduced, or broogiit out, by boiling the animal substance hn a 
mixture of hydrochloric acid and water. Gall and copper water were also introduced, and the 
antimony was found deposited on the copper. We applied various tests to it — those of Professor 
Brandt, of Dr. Rees, and others. I detected some antimony in the blood. It is impossible to say 
with precision how recently it had been administered ; but I should say within some days. The 
lousiest period at which antimony can be found in the blood after death is eight days ; the earliest 
period St which it has been found after death, within my own knowledge, is 18 hours. A boy died 
within 18 hours after taking it; and it was found in the liver. Antimony is usually given io the 
form of tartar emetic ; it acts as an irritant, and produces von)iting. If g^ven in repeated Aoses a 
portion would find its way into the blood and the system beyond what was ejected. If It continued 
to be given after it had produced certain symptoms it would destroy life. It may, however, be 
given with impunity. I heard the account given by the female servants of the frequent vomiting 
of Mr. Cook, both at Rugeiey and at Shrewsbury, and also the evidence of Mr. Gibson and Mr. 
Jones as to the predominant symptoms in his case. Vomitings produced by antimony would cause 
those symptoms. If given in small quantities sufiicient to cause vomiting it would not affect the 
colour of the liquid in which it was mixed, whetlier brandy, wine, broth, or water. It is lm|i[^suble 
to form an exact judgment as to the time when the antimony was administered, but it must have 
been within two or three weeks at the outside before death. There was no evidence that any bad 
been given within some hours of death. It might leave a sensation in ibe throat — a choking 
sensation — if a large quantity was taken at once. I found no trace of mercury during the analysis. 
If a few grains had been taken recently before death I should have expected to find some trace. 
If a man had taken mercury for a syphilitie affection, within two or three weeks I should have 
expected to find it. It is very slow in passing out of the body. As small a 'quantity as three 
four grains might leave some trace. I recollect a case in which three grains of calomel were given 
or four hours before death, and traces of mercury were found. Half a grain three or foaf 
days before death, if favourably given, and not vomited, would, I should expect, leave a race t 
One grain would certainly do so. I heard the evidence as to the death of Mrs. Smyth, Agnes 
Frenob, and the other lady mentioned, and also as to the attack of Clutterb'uck. 

From your own experience in reference to strychnine do you coincide in opinion with the other 
witnesses, that the deaths in those cases were caused by str^'chnine ? — Yes. 

Did the BymptcHns in CooVs icase appear to be of a similar character to, the symptoms in those 
cases r — ^They did. . 

As a professor of medical science, do you know any cause in the range of human disease except 
strychnine, to which the symptoms in Cook's case can be referred ? — I do not. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Shee, 

I mean, by the word " trace" a reiy small quantity^ which can haMiy be estimated by weight. I 
do not apply it in the se^se of an imponderable quantity. In chemical language it is frequently used 
iji that sense. An infinitesimal quantity would be called a "trace." The quantity of antunonv 
that we discoTered in all parts of the body would make up about half a grain. We did not ascer- 
tain that there was that quantity, but I will undertake to say that we extracted as mxmh. as half a 
, grain. That quantity would not be sufficient to cause death. Only arsenic or antimony could have 
been deposited, imder the circumstances, on the copper, and no sublimate of arsenic was obtained. 

Slie witness, in reply to a further question, detailed the elaborate lest which he had applied to 
e deposit, in order to ascertain that it consisted of antimony ] 

Would a mistake in any one of the prwiesses you hare described, or a defect in any of the mate- 
rials you used, defeat the object of the test? It would, but all the materials I used were pure. 
Such an, accident could not have happened without my ha^dng some intimation of it in the coune 
of the process. I should think antmiony would operate more quickly upon animals than upon 
men. I am acquainted with the works df Orfila. He stood in the highest rank of analytical 
ehvmists. 

Did not Orfila find antimony in a dog four months after injection ?~Tes ; but the animal had 
taken about forty-five grains. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee called the attention of the witness to a passage in Orfila' s work in reference 
to that cikse,< to the effect that the antimony was found accumulating in the bones, the liwr con- 
tained a great deal, and the tissues a very little. 

Witness— Yes ; when antimony has been long in the body it passes into the bones ; but I thmk 
you will find that these are not Orfila' s experiments. Orfila is quoting the experiments of another 
person. 
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But is not that the case with nearly all the experiments referred to in your own book ? — ^No ; 
I cannot say that. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee again referred to a ease in OrJUa in which 4d grains were given to a dog, 
and three and a-half months after death a quantity was found in the fat, and some in the liyer, 
bones, and tissues. 

Witness — ^That shows that antimony gets into the bones and flesh, but I never knew a case in 
wMch 46 grains had been given, md I have given no opinion upon such a ease 

A pret^ good dose is reouired to poison a person, I suppose? — ^That depends on the mode in 
•which it is given. A dog nas been poisoned with cdx grains The dog died in the case you men- 
tioned. When antimony is administered as it was in tinat cose the liver becomes fatty and gristled. 
Cook!% liver presented no appearance of the sort. I should infer that the antimony we found in 
Cook's body was given much more ^recently than in the e?cperiments you have described. We 
^»nnot say positively how long it takes to get out of the body, but I have known three grains 
cleared out in 24 hours. I was first applied to in this case on Thursday, the 27th of November, by 
Mr. Stevens, who was introduced to me by Mr. Warrington, professor of chemistry. Either then 
or subsequently he mentioned Mr. Gardner. I had not known Mr. Gardner before. I had never 
before been concerned in cases of this kind at Rugeley. 

Mr. Serjeant SItee read the letter written by I)r, Taylor to Mr. Gardner : — 

" Chemical Laboratory, Guy's Hospital, Dec. 4, 1855. 
" Re J. P. Cook, Esq., deceased. 

" Dear Sir, — Dr. Rees and I have completed the analysis to-day. We have sketched a report, 
which will be ready to-morrow or next day. 

" As I am going to Durham ^Vssizes on the part of the Crown, in the case of Reg. v. Wooler, 
the report will be in the^ands of Dr. Rees, No. 26, Albcrmarle-street. It will be most desirable 
that Mr. Stevens should csdl on Dr. Rees, read the i-eport with him, and put such questions as 
may occur. 




Dr8. Taylor and Rees pebfoemino their -Analysis. 

" In reply to your letter received here this morning, I beg to say that we wish a statement of 
all the m^cines prescribed for deceased (until his death) to be drawn up and sent to Dr. Rees. 

" We do not find strychnine, prussic acid, or any trace of opium. From the contents having 
been drained away, it is now impossible to say whether any strychnine^ had or had not been 
given just before death, but it is quite possible for tartar emetic to destroy life if given in repeated 
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4aiefl r tooA, s» fiiv m we«« at pi<M«nt Ibran an opinion, in the abseoce of an;: nateral cause of 
death, the deceased may have died from the effects of antimony in this or some other fonn. 

♦* We are, dear Sir, youn faittifuUy, 
' " A£Fma> 6. Tattlom. • 

« G. OWHT Eew." 

Was that y«air opiaion at the time } — ^It was. We eovld ini^ nothing etee» 

Have you not said that tiie qiiaaitityof antimony you fbund -was not suffleient to aeeonnt fer 
4ea.tb^-<Certainly. If a man takes antimony he first Tomits, and dien a part of the antimony 
Met evt of ikt bed^ ; aome nay escape from the bowels. A great deal passes at once into the blood 
■ %ab8arp(tij0n, and is earried out by toe miner 

Guk yeu say ufon your oath thiat from the traoes-in Cook's body yon were jnstified in stating 
your- opinion that dearth was eansed by antiaaiony ?^-Tes, perfectly and distinctly. That wiueh is 
fooad u a dead< body is not the sEghtest criterion as to what the man took when he wasaliye. 

■When you gave your opinion that Cook died f^om the eflbcts of antimony had you any reaaen to 
think that an undue quantity had been administered ^— I could not tell. People may ia& from 
large or small quantities ; the quantity found in the body was no critsnon as to oow much he had 
taken. 

May not the iujudicdons nee of a quack medicine containing 'antimony, the injndieiouftnBe of 
Janet's powders, account for the antimony you found in the body ? — Yes ; the injudicious use. of 
any antimonial medicine would account for IL 
• Or eyen their judicious use ?-^It might. 

With that knowledge, upon being consulted with regard to Cook, you gave it as your (^liman 
that he died from the poison of antimony ?— You peryert my meaning entirely. I said that 
antimony in the fbrm of tartar emetic might occasion vomiting and other symptoms of imtation, 
and that in large doses it would cause death, preceded by convulsions. (^Ihe witness was pro- 
ceeding to read his report upon the case, but was stopped by the Court.) I was told that the de- 
ceased was in good health seven or eight days before his death, and that he had been taken verj- 
sick and ill, and had died in convulsions. No further particulars being given us we were left to sup- 
pose that he had not died a natural death. There was no natural cause to account for death, and 
finding antimony existing throughout the body we thought it might have been caused by antimony. 
An analysis cannot be made effectually without information. 

Ton tnink it necessary before you can rely upon an analysis to have received a ' long statement 
of the symptoms before death .^ — A short statement will do. 

Touallowyour judgment to be influenced by the statement of a person who knows nothing of 
his own knowledge ?— I do not allow my judgment to be influenced in any way; I judge by the 
tesult. 

Do you mean to say that what Mr. Stevens told jou did not assist you in arriving at the con- 
clusion you state in "^vriting ? — I stated it as a possible case — ^not as a certainty. If we had found 
a very large quantity of tartar emetic in the stomach we should have come to the conclusion that 
the man had died from it. As we found only a smaU quantity, we said he might have died from 
it. I attended the coroner's inquest on the body of Mr. Cook. I think I fa$t attended on the 
14th of December. Some of the evidence w^s read over to me. I think that Dr. Harland was 
the first witness I heard examined. I heard Hr. Bamford examinod, and also Lavinia Barnes. I 
cannot say as to Newton. I heard Jones. I had experimented some years ago on five of flie 
rabbits I nave mentioned ; that i^ about twenty-three years ago. That is the only knowledge of 
my own that I had of the effect of strychnia upcm animal life. I have a great objection to the 
sacrifice of life. No toxicologist will sacrifice the lives of a hnndfed rabbits to establish facte 
which he knows to be already well established. I experimented upon the last rabbits since the 
inquest. 

Do not you think that is a yery slight experiment ? — ^You must add to experiment the study of 
poisons and cases. 

Do not you think that a rabbit is a very unfiur animal to select ? — ^No. 

Would not a dog be mueli better ? — Dogs are very dangerous to handle. (A laugK) 

Do yon mean to give that answer ?— >Dogs and cats bear a greater analogy to man because thfy 
vomit, while rabbits do not, but rabbits are much more manageable. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee — ^I will take your answer that you are afraid of dogs. 

Witness — ^After the experiments I ha^'e tried witn dogs and cats I have no inclination to go on. 

Do you admit that as to the action of the respiratory organs they would be better than rabbits .'— 
. I da not. 

As to the eflhct of the poison would they not ?-^I think a rabbit is quite as good as any anim&l 
The i^cdson is retained, and its operation is shown. At the inquest I saw Mr. Gardn^-. I suggested 
questions to the coroner. Some of them he put to the witnesses, and others they an^^ered upon 
my sugg^estion of them. Ten days before the inquest Mr. Gardner informed me, m his letter, &t 
Bbychnia, Batley's solution, and prussic acid had been purchased on the Tuesday ; that was why 
I used the expressions to which you have referred. We did not allow that information to hare 
any influence upon our report. 

At the request of Mr. Serjeant Shee the deposition of this witness taken at thfe eoronev's inquest 
iras read by the clerk of arraigns. ' . 

Cross-examination continued.— Having given my evidence I returned to town, and soon after- 
wards heard that the prisoner had been committed on a charge of wUfnl murder. 

And that Ills fife depended in a great degree upon yxm ?— No ; I simply gave an opmion as to the 
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paiBoii, »»t as tfrihefdsoiMf's case; Ikanr Ast I ah«uld {(robftbljr i>e fisamiaed m a vviOMst tttton 

Do you think it fom dmty to abstain £K>aa all p«Uie discusakm of tbe ^^nestian wjbkh tiaasbt, 
influence the public mind ? — Yea. 

D\A yott write a letter to tba Laneet t^Yest to coatiaufict aeveiil flMsitatfiamta m mfy eiidonce 
which had been made. 

Tbis lattar, ««hkh appeared ia the Xoace^ «f Febraary "S, J 850, was put in by Mc SeigesiU Shoe, 
and read by the clerk of arraigns. The principal part cMftbia fetter referred to the saae tt Mrjl Ajtn 
Paknar ; the eetidudUig paragraph, for which M«. Serjcaiift Shce stated that he desired it eboidd be 
leai, w«a aa follows ii-^ 

" During the quarter of a century which I have now specially devoted to toxi^ologteal iaquirlea-. 
I have «e«tr aiet with any cases like thase suapeeled casas of pouoaing at Bageley. The asode in 
wbieh tiMy will .affeet the persoa accasad ia of nuaer istportattpe cooi^red with their psobaUe 
iafluaaae 4m aooiety. I -have no hesitation in saying that the future security of life in this country 
will mssaly depend >od the jisdge. the jury, and the counsel who may have to dispose of the charges 
of OMirdcr which hat e . wriscn out of these investigationtj^ , 

Cro8a-«zaa]ittat«aa'oontraued.—That is my opinion now. It had heen itated that if strVchnia 
caused death it cmiid always he found, which I deny. It had also been etrculated in every' news- 
paper that a person caald not be killed by tartar emetic, which I deny^ and which might have led to 
tiiadesCrectioDofhiandrtda of lives. I entertained no prejudice agauist the prisoner. What I 
meantj^was that if these atateasents which I had seen in medicd and other periodicals, were to have 
their way, there was not a life in the country whldi was safe. 

JDo you a^ere to your opinion that ** the mode in which they will affect the person accused,*' that 
is, li^ him to the B<»ffiald»'' is of minor importance, compared with their probahle influence on 
saeicty? "~^i have never suggested that they should lead him t»the scaiflSoid* I hope that, if inno- 
cent, he will be acqailtcd. 

What do you Bicaa'bjjr the mode in which they wniaSBet thaarecson acensed being of minor 
iniportaooet'^The lives of 16,000,000 of people are, la jay ofsmBm^ flCgreater iosportance than that 
ofenenoao. 

That is your opinion ? — Yes. As you appear to put that as aa objection to my evidaace, allow 
,me to-state that in two dead bodies I find antimony. In on^e ease death occurred suddenly, and in 
tba c^er Iha body wsa saiurated with antimony, which I never fi»ond before in the esutoiination of 
dO§ hadies. i say these we»e drcumstanees which demanded explaaatloo. 

Yon adhere to tlie opiaioB that, as a medical man and a member of an honoufable profession, 
you ilsere right in publisbiiig diis letter before the trial of the person aecnsed? — I think I had a 
right to staite that opinion in answer to the comments which had been made upon my evidence. 

Had eoy ooosments been made by the prisoner 7 — No. 

Or by any of his £smHy?^ — Mr. Srxiith, the solicitor for the defence, dreulated in every paper 
slatements of *' Dr. Taylor's iiMccuracy.'' I had no wish qr motive to charge the prisoner with 
this erime« My duty concerns the lives of alL 

De y4»u knew Hr. Augustus Mayhew, the editor of the Illustrated Tinas? — I have seen him 
once or ijWke; , 

Did you allow pioturas ef yourself and Dr. Rees to be taken for publication ? — Be so good as to 
ctAl tbeoi caricatores. No ; I did not. 

Mr. SerjeOBt Skeg^^tbete may be a difference of opinion as to that. I think It is very like. 

Did you receive Mr. May hew at your hoMse?— lie oaoie to me with a letter «f introduction 
fsaflo Piofassor Faraday. I nev^r recei'ved hita in noy laboratory. 

Did: yoH know that he called in 9tdist that you might affard lum info«n»atioB for an article m 
" ' The . . 



the lUustrated Timet f-A swear solemnly T did not. The pabllcaiien of that article was the i 
dS^Sracefal thing! ever knew. \ had never sem hh» before, nor did I km>w that he was the- 
editor fit the lUiuirated Times» 

On ^our oath ^-^On my oach« Xt was the greatest deception that was ever practised en a 
scientific man. It was disgraceful. He eslled oa me in company with aeother gentleman, with 
a letter from Professor Faraday. I reoetTed him as I sliould Professor Faraday, and entered ieto 
conversation with hioi. about these cases. He< repeesented, as I usMberstood, that he waa cenaected . 
with an fnsticawice company, and wished for infinnnatiQn about a number of ca$ea.ef poisoning 
which had occurred during many years. After we had conversed about an hour he asked if there 
was any el^edtloa to tha'PuhBcatioa of these details. StiU believiog him to be conoected with en 
iB6Uraiioe*oSoe, I replied tbat, so far as the correction of errer was concerned, I should have 
no objeetiea to anything appcarint;* On that ei»ening he went away without telling me that he 
was the editor of the Illustrated Times, or connected with any other' paper. 1 did not knew that . 
until he eaUed upati me en Thursday morning, and showed me the article in print, i remon- 
strated verbally with him. He only showed me part of a slip. I told him I objected to itspobli- 
cation, and struck out all Ihat I saw regardiofir these cases. He afterwards put the article into dbe 
shape in wlrich it appeared. , I could not ptevent his publishing the cesults of our conversation 
on point? not connected with these cases. 

Yoo did permit him to publish part of thcf siip?-^NQ()hing connected with the Rugdey cases. 

Did he show you the slip of " Our interview with Dr. A. Taylor ? "^I do aot remember seeieg 
that. I will swear that, to the best of my judgment and belief, he did not. He showed me a slip - 
containing part of what appeacied iff that avtiple. ImxAtk outaH which referred to the Rugeley 
cases. I thought I had been deceived. A person came with a letter of iatrednctieB from ».■ 
scientific man and extracted information from me. 
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Why did. you not tell your servant to sl^ow him the door ?--^I7ntil we had hud the ccmyersatLon, 
I did not know anjrthioKr about the deception. It was not until the Thursday morning, that I. 
Smew he was oonne<^ed with a paper . He told me it was an illustrated paper. 

Did you correct what he showed you ? — ^I struck out some portions. 
- And allowed tiie rest to be published ? — ^I said I hUd nothing to do with it, but I objected to its 
>publication. 

Peremptorily .^— -Ko ; I said, *^ I do not like this mode of putting thie matter. I cannot, howerer, 
:interfere with what you put into your journal." 

Did you not protest as a gentleman, a man of honour, and a medical man, that it was wrong and 
•objectionable to do it ^ — ^I told him that I objected to the parts which referred to the Bugeley cases. . 
It was most dishonourable. 

Did you not know that in the month of February an interview with Dr. Taylor on the subject of; 
poison must be taken to apply to those cases ? — ^I did not think anything about it. I thought it 

was a greajt cheat. to extract, 
from me that inlormation. Hr.. 
Mayhew was with me about » 
twenty minutes or half an hour 
on the Thursday morning. I . 
remonstrated with him. I was 
not angiy with him in the sense 
of quarrelling. 

Did you allow him to pub- , 
lish this—" Dr. Taylor here 
requested us to state that, al,- ; 
though the ^*actice of secret 
poisoning appeared to be -on, 
the increase, it shoulii. be re- 
membered that by analysis the 
chemist could always . de.tectj 
the presence of poison in the 
body ?' *— I did not request him « 
to state anything of the kind. 
I do not remember^ whether^ 
that was on the slip. Had! 
seen it I should have, struck it.* 
out. I remember seeing on. 
the slip, ^^ And that when ana- 
lysis mils, as in cases where 
small doses of. strychnia had • 
been administered, physiolo^j 
and pathology would invari- 
ably suffice to establish the> 
cause of death." I did not 

JOHN Smith, £sa.,rM.MEK>sS0Mcii0E. '^Lti^c^Llg^^ 

the class of persons from whom jurors would be selected. I think the public ought to know 
that chemical analyses are not the only tests on which they can relv. I donMi remembcor: 
the passage—" Murder by poison could De detected as readily as murcler in any other form, 
while the difficulty of detectmg and convicting the murderer was felt in other cases as well as it 
those where poison was employed.** The article has been very much altered. It was a disgraceful 
thin^. I have not seen Mr. Mayhew since. Seeing in The Times an advertisement, Jitati^ that 
this mformation had been given by me, I wrote to him demanding its withdrawal, and that demand 
was complied with. That was on the Thursday or Friday* 

Did you say to a gentleman named Cook Evans that you would give them strychnia enough . 
before they had done, or words to that efiect ? — ^No ; I do not know the person. 

Or to any one ? — ^No. I never used any expression so vulgar and improper. Tou have been 
greatly nusinstructed. 

Or, " He will have strychnia enough before I have done with him ?"— It is utterly false. The 
person who suggested that question to you, Mr. Johnson, has been guilty of other faLaehoods. In 
the letter to Sir Greor^ Grey, and on other occasions, he has misrepresented my statements and 
-evidence. 

What did you do with the medical report to which you referred .? — It was a private letter from 
Dr. Harland to Mr. Stevens. 

Mr. Justice Cresswell— It was memoranda made by Dr. Harland at the time. . 

Gross-examination continuod. — Cook's symptoms were quite in accordance with an.ordinarvcase 
of Doisoning by strychnia. .. . >. 

Can you tell me of any case in which a patient, after being seized with tetanic symptoms, sat up 
in bed and talked,? — It was after he sat up that Cook was seized with those symptoms. 

* It is but fidr to Mr. Mayhew to state that he ha<( wrlit3n a letter to Tke Timu enfe'iely dcnrinfr the truth of • 
Dr. Taylor's statements. , . ! . , 
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Can you refer to a case in ▼hich a penon who had taken strychnia beat the bed -with his or her 
aims?— It is exactly what I should expect to arise from a sense of suffocation. ' 

Bo you know any case in which the symptoms of poisoning by strychnia commenced by ^bia 

beating of the bed-clothes ? — ^There have oeen only about 15 cases, and in none of those was the 

patient seized in bed. Beating of the bed-clothes is a symptom which may be exhibited by a 

; person suffering from a sense of suffocation^ whether caused by strychnia or other Causes. A case 

nas been communicated to me by a friend, m which the patient sbook as though he had the ague. 

Mr. Serjeant 8hee objected to this last answer, but as tne learned Serjeant bad been questioning 
the witness as to the results of his reading, 

The CoxjBT ruled that the evidence was admissible. 

Cross-examination continued. — ^I have known of no case of poisoning by strychnia in which the 
patient screamed'before he was seized. That ia common in ordinary convuluo&s. In cases of 
poiBoning by strychnia the patient screams when the spasms set in : tne pain is very severe. I 
cannot refer to a case in which the patient has spoken freely after the paroxysms had commenced. 

Can you refer me to any case ia an authentic publication in which the access of the strychnia 

¥iroxysm has been delayed so loog after the ingestion of the poison as in the case of Cook on the 
uesday night?— Yes, longer. In my book on medical jurisprudence, page 185 of the 5th edition, 
it is stated that in a case communicated to the Lancet, August 31, 1850, by Mr. Bennett,' a grain 
and a-half of strychnia taken by mistake destroyed the life of a healtliy youn^ female in an hour 
and a-half. None of the symptoms appeared for an hour. There is a cq^e in which the period 
which elapsed was two hours and a- half. It was not a fatal case, but that does not affect the 
question. A grain and a-half is a full, but not a very considerable dose. In my book on poisons there 
is no case in which the paroxysm commenced more than half-an-hour after the ingestion of the 
poison. That book is eight years old, and since 1848 cases have occurred. There is a mention of 
one in which three hours elapsed before the paroxysms occurred. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee then referred to this case, and called attention to the fact that the oiHy state- 
ment as to time was that in three hours the patient lost his speech and at length was seized with 
violent tetanic convulsions. 

Cross-examination continued. — I know of no other fktal case in which the Interval was so long. 
In that case there was disease of the brain. Referring to the Lancet, I find that in the case to which 
I. referred, as comftmnicaled by Dr. Bennett, the strychnia was dissolved in cinnamon water. Being 
dissolved, one would have expected it to have a more speedy fiction. The time in which a patfent 
would recover would depend entirely tipon the dose of strychnia which had been taken. I do not 
remember any case in which a patient recovered in three or four hours, but such cases must have 
occurred. There is one mentioned in my book on medical jurisprudence. The patient had taken 
nux vomica, but its powers depend upon strychnia. In that case the violence of the paroxysms 
^ gradua.ly subsided, and the next day, although feeble and exhausted, the patient was able to walic 
home The time of the recovery is a point which is not usually stated by medical men. I cannot 
men. ion any case in which there was a repetition of the paroxysms after so long an interval as that 
' from Monday to Tuesday night, which occurred in Cook's case. I do not think that the attack on 
Tuesday night ':7as the result of anything which had been administered to him on the Monday 
night. In the cases of four out of five rabbits the spasms were continued at the time of death and 
after death. In the other the animal was flaccid at the time of death. 

Are you acquainted with this opinion of Dr. Christison, that in these cases rigidity does not 
come on at the time of death, but comes on shortly afterwards ? — Dr. Christison speaks from his 
experience, and I from mine. 

l)id you hear that Dr. Bamford said that when he arrived he found the body of Cook quite 
straight in bed ? — ^Yes. 

Can that have been a case of ophisthotonos ? — ^It may have been. 

Are not the colour tests of strychnia so uncertain and fallacious that they cannot be depended 
upon } — Yes, unless you first get the strychnia in a visible and tangible form. 

Is it not impossible to get it so fcoxo. the stomach? — ^It is not impossible ; it depends upon the 
quantity whi<m remains there. 

You do not agree that a fiftieth part of a grain might be discovered ? — I think not. 

Nor even half a grain ? — ^That might be. It would depend upon the quantity of food in the 
stomach with which it was mixed. 

Be-examined by the Attorney 'General, 

In cases of death from strychnia the heart is sometimes found empt^ after death. T!^t is the 
: case of human subjects. There are three such cases on record. I tmnk that emptiness results 
\ from spasmodic affection of the heart. I know of no reason why that should rather occur in tiie 

ease of man than in that of a small animal like a rabbit: The heart is generally more filled when 
[ the paroxysms are fr^uent. When the paroxysm is short and violent, and causes death in a few 

moments, I should expect to find the heart empty. The rigidity after death always affects the 

same muscles — ^tiiose of the limbs and back. In tne case of ue rabbit, in which the rigidity ;viras 
; relaxed at the time of death, it returned while the body was warm. In ordinary death it only 

appears when the body is cold, or nearly so. I never knew a case of tetanus, in which the rigidity 
, lasted two months after death ; out such a fact would give me the impression that there were 

Tery violent spasms. It would indicate great violence of the spasms from which the person died. 

The time which elapses between the taking of strychnia and the conunencement of the paroxysms 
I depends on the constitution and strength of the individual. A feeling of suffocation is (me of the 

earliest symptoms of poisoning by st^^hnia, and that would lead the patieat to beat the bed 
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cloQLes. I liable no 4oiiibt that the avbttanees I iue4 for the purpose oC axialyAs were pure. I had 
tested them. The fact that three dittinet prooeaees eadh gave the same reeult wae strong c<m- : 
firaiatioii of eaek. I have no doubt that what we found was aatimony. The qusBtity found does 
nsi eoaUe me to say how much was taken. It mi^ht be the Tesidue of either Ur^e or small deses. 
SkilBaex wonidikrow off some poitixm of the aotUMny whioh had been adnaaustered. We did 
not analyse the bones and tissues. 

Why did you sugigeat questions to the oordner.^-^^He did not put qucations which enabled me 
to lonn an opisKicm. I tnink thi^ sarose vother tram want of kuowledge than from intenlion. 
There was an omission to take down the answers. I mads no obaerratiott. upon that subject. At 
the time I wrote to Mr. Gardner, I had not .Istfrnt the i^rmptoais which attended the attaek tad 
desit^ of CookJ I had only the informatiea that he was well seven days before he died, and had 
dasd in oontulsiaaa. I had no inlormatiaaL which ooqild lead me to 8tt|q>0Be that strrtdmia had 
been, the cause of death, except that Palnwr had nurehased strychnia. Failing to find opium, 
pmssie aeid^ or atrychnia, I referred to antimony as tae only substance fsund in the body. Before 
writing to the Zant^^ I had been made the subject of a great many attaoks. What I said as to 
the possiinlty or io^os^ility of diseovering strychaia after death nad been misrepresented. In 
Yorions nswapc^efs it had been represented that I had said that stiychnia could never be detected, 
that it was destroyed by putrefaction. What I said was that when absorbed into the Uood it coold 
net he sepamted as strychnia, I wrote the letter for my own rindioation. 

Dr. G. 0. REES, examined by Mr. JE. Jameiy Q.C. 

I am a lecturer on Materia Medica at Guy's Hospital, and 1 assisted Dr. Taylor In making the 
past mQriem examination reierired to by that gentleoaan ; and he has most correctly stated the 
result, I was present, during the whole tinoe, and at the discovery of the antimouy. I am of 
opinion that it may have been administered within a few days or a few hours of Mr. Cuok's death. 
All the t^ts we employed failed to discover the presence of strychnia. The stomach was ia a 
roost unfavourable state for exatuination ; it was cut open, and turned inside out; its mu<:ous surface, 
was lying upon the intestines, and the contents of the stomach, if there had been any, must have 
been thrown among the intestities, and mixed with them. These circumstances were very ni^- 
vourable to the hope of discovering strychnia. I agree with Dr. Taylor as to the maoner in i^bick 
strychnia acts upon the human frame, and J am of opinion that it may be taken either by aeoAaH 
or design, sufficient to destroy life, and no trace of it be found after death. I was preseiri^ji^^]3^. 
experiments made by Dr. Taylor upon the aniiiuiU, and at the endeavour to detect it in tl^.w- 
machs afterwards. We failed to do so in three cases out of four. The symptoms accompamp^. 
the deaths of the animals were very similar to those described in the case of Mr. Cook. T af^j^ 
heard the cases that have 'been meiitioned in this Court, and the symptoms in every one'oi 'ufen 
are analogous to those in the case of Mr. Cook. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Qroe^ ^C. 

I did not see either of the animals reject any portion of the poison ; but I heard that in osie case 
the animal <^ reject a portaion. I have no facts to state t^n whkh I formed the opinion that the 
pofeon acts by absorption. 

Professor BBAKDE, examined hy Mr. JFdsby. 
^ I am trofessor of Chemistry at the Eoyal Institution. I was not present at the analysis of the 
liver and spleen, &c., of the deceased ; but the report of Dr. Taylor and Dr. Bees was sent to me 
for my inspection afterwards. ' I was present at one of the analyses. We examined in the first 
place the action of copper upon a very weak solution of antimony, and we ascertained there was ao 
action until the solution was slightly acidified by muriatic acid and heated The antimony was 
then deposited, and I am enabled to state positively that that deposit was antimony. 

By the Attorney- General — ^The experiment I refer to was made for the purpose of testing the 
accuracy of the test that had already been applied, and it was perfectly satisfactory. 

PBOFESSOR CHBISTISON examined. 
I am a Fellow of the Eoyal College of Physicians, and Professor of Materia MeS«a to 
the University dt Edinburgh ; I am also the author of a work on the' Subject of poisons, and 
I have directed a good deal of attention to strychnia. In my opinion it acts by absorption 
into the blood, and through that upon the nervous system. I have seen its effect on a 
human subject, but not a fatal case. I have seen it tried upon pigs, rabbits, cats, and one wild 
boar. (A faugh.) I first directed my attention to this poison in 1820, in Paris. It had been dis- 
covfereid two years before in Paris. In most of my experiments upon animiUs, I gave very small 
doses^-a sixth of a grain ; but I onoe admlnslsteTed a gfiain. I oannot say how small a dose would 
cause the death of an animal by administration into the stomach. I g<enenilly applied it by 
injection through an indsion in the cavity of the ch»«t. A sixth part of a gram ss 
administered killed a dog in two mjinutes. I once admlsilstered to a rabbit, through Ite 
stomach, a dose ai a grain. I saw. Dr. Tayior admimster three-quarters of a grain to a 
rabbit, and it was all swallowed except a very small quantity. The symptoms are nearly 
the same in rabbits, eats, and dogs. The first is a idight tremor and nawliiingueaa to move; 
thea frrqu^qtly the ammal je ks its henA baik slig-kily ; soon after that all the symptoms 
of tetanus come on which have b«en< so often de^ietibed by the previous witaeases. 
When the potaqa is admtimi^terpd by the stomacli dea'h genr-rally Ukes place betwtea 
a period of five nilftutes and five-and-tt»enry mhintes after the symptoms first make their appear* 
anoe. I have ArequenUy opened the bodies of animals thus killed, and have never been ahte te 
trace any effect of the poimatL apon the stomach or IntcstiAes, or upon the spinal cord or brain, 
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tliat I could attribute satisfactorily to the poison. Thtf heart of the animal generally con- 
tuned blood in all the cases in which I have been concerned. 7.n the case of the wild boar the 
poison was injected into thp chest. A third of a grai^ was all that was used, and in ten minutes 
the symptoms began to sho^ thetascAves. It utiyohfeii frka adraftaAstered in the form of a pill it 
might be mixed with other ingredients that would protract the period of its operation. This would 

be the case if it were mfixed with 
Lti .^l^^>^i^^ reahious materials, at materiala 

that Were difficult of digeatioB, 
and suck matetials woi^d Ira 
irithin the knowledge of Any 
Medical man, said they wre fnn- 
quently wsed for tbe pjerpoM tt 
making wdtaary piUi. Absoip- 
tion in such a case wouM not. 
commence until the pill was 
broken down by tbe fnrooras of 
dSgestiou. In the prevent state 
of our knowledge of the tnbjecty. 
I do not think it is possible to 
£x the precise time when the 
operation of the poison com- 
ment e» on a human subject. In 
thie ease of an animal we take 
catte that tt is fasting, and we mix 
the poison #ith ingredients that 
^j are readily soluble, and every 
eir^iipistance favourable for the 
deTelof>inent of the poison. I 
have seen many cases of tetanus 
arising from wounds and other 
causes. The general symptoms 
of the disorder very nearly re« 
sembl<6 each other, and in all the 
kMttural forms of tetanus thp 
ayMtptom« begin and adyance 
much mof« slowly, and they 
prow fatal ]im«h more Slowly, 
and th(&re is m^ intermission m 
certain fotms of natural tetanus. 
!ft tetaniks Dr^fia ittychnia there 
are short inlsfttiksleiis. I haye 
heatii tke evMvniett oC what took 
place at %hm TalbM Anns on 

ftWP^OE CHEBTI80K, OF E„t^*^». g^ ^.U ^JJl-T^eS^ 

indisceft me to eoMe to the conclusion that t^ syil^^t«Mf« el^bited by tft« d ke i t a awd Vera 
only attribilt»ble to Strychnia^ or the fo«r p^i^ons «<MfeMMft< it. (the witmens g&y« the 
teduaical names of th» poiseas he referred to.) XiNto » no natural lAisease of any 
dracripAtott tkat I am ac<(uauited with to which I eMtfcl r«fer tkeso symptoms. In cases of 
tetanui oonsdousneaa remains to the very last moment. When death takes place in a human 
Mkjeet by a^asm it tends to enapty the heart of blood. When death is the consequence of the 
administration of strychnia, if the quantity is small, I should not expect to find any trace in the 
body after death. If there was an ezces-i of quantity mOre than was required to cause the death 
by absorption, I should expect to find that excess in the stomach. The colour tests for the 
detection of the presence of strychnia are uncertain. Vegetable poisons are more difficult of 
detection than mineral ones, and there is one poison with which I am acquainted for which 2X0 
known test has been discoyered. The stomach of the deceased was sent in a very unsatisfactory 
state for examination, and there must have been a considerable quantity of strychnia in thfe 
stomach to haye enabled any one to detect its presence under such circumstances. 

OnMS^ezttin^Mk* 

*th6 expefi^etits I tef^ to irere made many ^ears ago In ohe instance I tried one 
ef tiie colomr tests-in. th^ case of a man who was poisoned by strychnia, but I failed to discoyer 
ike preoeftce of the jKnson in the stomach. I tried the tes't fbr the deyelopment of the 
yfolet colouif by means of sulphuric; acid and Oxide Of lead. From my own observation I should 
say Uiat aaimals destroyed by stn^ohnia die of asphyxia ; but in my Work, which has been rei^rred 
to, it ^1 be seen that I have left the question open. 

, Sottae further questions w0r(Bput to the witness by the learned counsel for tlieprisoiiei' in tie- 
lerence to opinions expressed by him in his work, and he explained that this work Was writtett 
,12 years ago, andtluittke expetitece he nad since obtained had modified some of the opinions he 
jUm entertuttsdt 
,, The txial ww tkeik itgidii ad^unlcd at Aix o'olo«k« 
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THE TRIAL OF WILLIAM PALMER. 



SIXTH DAY.— May 20, 1856. 

The trial of William Palmer on the charge of poisoning John Parsons Cook was resumed this 
morning. The court was quite as much crowded as during the -previous days. Among the gentle- 
men upon the hench were Mr. Horsman, M.P., Sir J. Ramsoen, M.P., and Sir John Wilson, 
GhiYemor of Chelsea Hospital. 

The learned Judges, Lord Chief Justice Campbell, Mr. Baron Alderson, and Mr. Justice Cress well, 
accompanied by the Recorder, the Sheriffs, XJnder-Sheriffs, and several members of the Court of 
Aldermen, came into court shorUy before 10 o'clock, and took their seats upon the bench. 

The- prisoner was immediately placed in the dock. His appearance and demeanour were in no 
respect changed. 

JOHN JACKSON, examined by Mr. J^tmet. 
I am a member of the College ef Physicians. I have recently returned from India, where I have 
practised for 25 years. During that practice I have had my attention directed to cases of idio- 
pathic and traumatic tetanus. In England idiopathic tetanus appears to be rare. In India it is 

comparatively frequent. The pro- 
portion of cases of ioiopathic to trau- 
matic tetanus is about one-third. 
I have seen not less than 40 cases 
in the hospital at Calcutta. That 
diiease is not considered to be so 
fatal as traumatic tetanus, but I 
have found that it is eaually so. It 
is commonly found in <^dren both 
native an^ European. It takes 
place about the third day afterbirth. 
It will also be occasioned by cold in 
, the climate of India. In infants 
-^ there is a more marked symptom of 
X lockjaw than in traumatic tetanus. 
<\ In adults there is no difference be- 
^ -X tween the symptoms of the two dis- 
^, V eases. I have always seenidiopa- 
:}X thic tetanus preceded by premoni- 
^ ^^^ tory symptoms. Those are a pecu- 
;■ liar expression of the countenance 
^ :> and stimiess in the muscles of the 
\" throat and of the jaw. The period 
which usually elapses between the 
attack of idiopathic tetanus and the 
fatal termination of the disease is 
in infants 48 hours; in adults, if 
the disease arises from cold, it i» 
longer, and may continue many 
days, going through the same 
grades as the trumatic tonn of the 
disease. I have not heard the evi- 
dence of the attacks of the deceased 
Cook. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Setyeant Shee. 
' In idiopathic tetanus the patient is alwajs uncomfortable for some time before the attack. The 
appetite is not much affectea. He complains more of the muscles of his neck. He may within 12 
hours of a serious attack preserve his relish for food. I never heard a patient complain of want of 
appetite. I have known cases of idiopathic tetanus in which the -first paroxysm occurred in bed. 
I nave known this disease occur to women after confinement or miscarriage. Sometimes one of 
the premonitory symptoms is a difficulty in swallowing. 

Re-examined by the Attamet/- General, 
In an infant not more than six hours will elapse between the premonitory symptonks and the 
commencement of the tetanic paroxysm ; in an adult the interval will be from 12 to 24, sometimas 
more than that. The interval from the commencement of the tetanic convulaious to death will 
vary from three to ten days. Sometimes death may occur in two days, but that is an early teimi* 
nation. When the disease sets in the course of the symptoms is alike in both forms of tetdnus. 
Both forms are much more common in India than in Ei^^land. The sym^ytoms in India are the 
same as in England. I have never seen a case in which the disease enaed in death in 20 minutes 
or half-an-hour. 

DANIEL SCULLT BERGEN, examined by the AUorney-Qenertil. 
I )un the chief superintendent of police at Stafford. I attended the coroner's inquest on the 
hedy of Cook. After the verdict had been returned, I, on the lu^t of Saturday, December iSj 
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searched the honae of the ptwmiBt Palmw. I foiund a quantity oi pafien, the'great v portion in 
the suigery and drawing-room, but some in Pahner's bedroom. I put them all into the drawing- 
room, locked the door, and put the key into my 
pocket. On the following day (Sunday) I en- 
deavoured to make a selection of them in the 
presence of Mr. George Palmer, the prisoner's 
orother, ah attorney at Bugeley. Assisted by In- 
spector Crisp and Mr. WooUaaton, I went through 
all the papers. Eventually, on the Tuesday morn- 
ing, I gave up the idea of selection and tied up 
all the papers, took them away in a black leather 
bag, and conveyed them to Stafford^ where I de- 
livered them to Mr. Hatton, the chief constable. 
Some days afterwards, I believe on the 24th of 
Deecmber, the bag was opened in my presence, and 
the papers were gone through minutely by Mr. 
Deane, solicitor, acting for tne prosecution. He 
classified them, and they were then again tied up. 
Mr. Deance copied a portion •f them, but he kept X 
none. They were all left at the office of the chief 
constable. When I examined the papers I saw 
what tiiey were. I did not find a cheque on 
If essrs. Weatherby, purporting to bear the signa- 
-ture of Cook, nor any ^aper purporting to bear his 
signature respecting bills oi exchange. Some of 
the papers were afterwards returned to Mr. George 
Palmer Mr. Deane selected a. large number of 
letters and documents, private accounts, private 
letters, which were delivered to Inspector Crisp, 
witib. instructions to give them to Mr. George 
Palmer. TTilHam Palmer was arrested on the 
night of the 15th of December. 





n. nsiJra, souorob. vb. hattoit, chixt ov bxawobsshibs coimABVLABT* 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sftjeant Shee, 

The inquest was held at the Talbot Arms. It continued several days. The first meeting was 

merely to empanel the jury. The inquest lasted more than a fortnight. The prisoner was 

arrested by the sheriff on a civil process a day or two before the verdict was delivered. From the 

commencement of the inquest until that time he was at his house at Eugelev. He was never 

? resent at the inquest, nor did any one act professionally for him. Some time before the death of 
look I heard of an Inspector Field, who I believe is not now a police-officer, being at Bugeley. I 
know that there are such persons as the Duttons, but I do not loiow anything about them, or their 
mother. 



Its THI! rmi% 0V -WlhUAU TX^UER. 

r am ail atteiiiey, ani'a member of the firm of Chublii, Deane, ai^d Chtibb, Otay^-irm. I attended 
the inquest on^ t^grMgf cC Water Palmer, but not that on the body of Cook. On the 2ith of 
December, I saffg: ff^jjjuer'f. papers at Stafford. They were in the euptody of the last fitness. Hie 
papers were in k hUuik bag, wnich was unsealed in my preefsnce. Bergen, Mi*. Katton, ^e chief 
constable, and i^ymU were the persons present. I careftUly 'Qxammed m tne panels, for the pur- 
pose of selecting til^ose which it was necessary should be kept. I returned a coiiiderable number of 
immaterial paper* to Geovge Palmer. Among the papers I found no cheque upon Messrs. "Weatherby, 
purporting to b« signed by the deceased Cook, nor any paper like that whidi the witness Cheshiie 
stated* that Palmer asked him to attest — an acknowled^ent purporting to be signed by Cook 
that bills to the atoount of some thousands had been accepted by Palmer for Cook's benefit. I mvr 
George Palmer, the sott^itor^ after the papers which I had selected were returned to him. 
Cross-examined by llj., Smyoasat Shee^. 

I know Field, tile detective officer. TTe were solioilxH!! tp ihe Pnnce of Wales lasuraBce Ofiioe. 
It was in ourjmployment that Field went to Bugeley. Bie was at ftugdiey only a part of one 
day. He was^^ ^tanond foi: three or four days altogether. He did not see the prisoner Palmier. 
His Tisit hail been preceded^ by that of another <^«r, namfid Sinpaon. fiimpmn went from 
Stafford to IsH^ley with myself and Fi9ld- He told me he had tfon Pahner. I tiiink he went 
into Staffoili^hiEe m tbQ fint week in October. 

£e-«xamined by Mr. '/irm^s. 

Field wa« sent didwn to malce inqnmes as to thjs hahits of life of Mr. Walter Palmer, of whose 
death the oJKoe h^ portly before receiyed notice, and aH&o if) ii^uire into the circumstanceB of a 
person named, ^a^ witiki reforenee to a proposal for an insuranee of ^^,.000 upon his lifo. 

JOHI? ESPIN, exaiaifi«d by Mr. Jbunm. 

I am a sqIMtor practising in pavies-street, Berketey-sqvare. I am lolieitor to Mr. Padwick. 
I produce a. bill for £2,000 wJiJfih was placed in my hands t<o enforee payment from the prisoner. 

Mr. 8%kwimdgs, managm: of the bank at Bugeley, was called,, and proved that the drainsg 
and enaor94iniei|t of this4>u} — a bill at three months for £2,000, dmwn by WiHiam Palmer, and 
purporting tp be accepted by 8arah Palmer — were in lA&e kandwritii^ of th^ prisoner, and diat 
the accepta^iM wa« i^t hi that of his mother. 

John Es^jft, Qonti^ixed— tThis bill would be due on the 6th of October, 1854. £1,000 had been 
paid off it. - ^vdgment was signed on the 12th of December, and X had then had the bill only a 
day or two. The exeoution was issued on the 12th of December. I have here a letter from 
William Pfltner addressed to Mr. Padwick on the 12th of November, and enclosing a check, and 
requesting'ihat it shou^ not be presented until the 28th of November. I produce the check for 
£1»000 enclosed in this letter of the 12tb, The check is dated the 28th. Th4t check was not 
paid; I p4l»4iMoe another oheokj dated the 8th of December, 1855, payable to Mr. Padwick or 
bearer, for- the sum of £600^ [Mr. Strawbridge proved that the signature to this check was in 
the handwrft|)ig of the prisoner*] That was not paid. It was received a few da§ra after the check 
for £1,000 was dishonoured. £1 ,000 still remained.due. We issued i| ca. ta. ag^i^st the prisoner's 
person. Upon that Pawner was arrested. 

Cross'^zamined by Mr. Serjecmi SUe^* 

I belieye all thf documents were placed in my hands together about the 12th of December. 
WILLIAM BAMFORD, examined by the JttorHey''Gener4il 

' I am a surgeon and apothecary at Rugeley, in Stafibrdshire. I first saw tbe deceased John 

Panspns Cook on Saturday, the Hth of November. Palmer, tbe prisoner, asked me to visit him. 

Palmer said that Qook had; been:dining with him the day be^arr«, and had taken too much cham- 

jM^gjoe. I went wi^ P^me|r .to see Cook. I asked Qook if be bad taken too jmuch wine the day 

heiore, and he assi|red ttie tbat he took but two glasses. I lound no appearAnce of bile about Cook, 

- hut ther# was constant viun^iAg^ I presonbed for him a saline ewsrv^cing djraught and a six 

^9unce z|i]XtliHt» . £ p^vfir sair Cosk take any of the pills f^ihieh I bad piiescrNbed. After I had 

I'p^repared the pills on the Monday evening i took them to the Talb<»t Arnia and gave them to a 

•servant »WBd>. who took them upstairs. On the Saturday, Sunday, and Moii4ay,l prepared the 

same ptlls. Isaw Palmer oft the Tu^^sday morning. I was going to see Cook when b^ met me. 1 

asked him if he had seen Coflk the /light before. He laid that he saw him between^and 10 o'clock, 

cDodl was with him ftnr half-an-hour. He requested t$at I would npt disturb Cq«dk» and I went home 

withoiitseeing bisn. ' Between 12 and 1 o'clock Palmer begged I would not go, because he was still 

And quiets and he did not wish him to be disturbed. At 7 o'clock in the evening Palmer came to 

.jmy hqiise, and requeued me to go and see Cook again. 1 went m^ saw l\im. Hawng seen Cook, 

Xieft the room with Jones and Palmer. Palmar saidhe rather wished Cook to have his pills again, and 

that he would walk up with m^ for them. He did.so, aiid stood by while I prepared them iD.my 

''Sdrgery. I had strythnia in A cupboard in ray own private room. I put the pills in a box, and 

'liddressfsd % *'Niglit pills.. John Par/sons Cook, Esq." 1 wrote that direcjiioQ on all the four nights. 

6n the Tnesday night Palmer requested that 1 would put on a direction. After that I did not 

/again see Cook alive. Palmer took aw/ay the pills between 7 apd ,8 o'clojck* I had wrapped tbe 

box up in paper, and had sealed it. Inhere was no impression of a. se^l upon it« The direction was 

^OD a separate paj^er, which I placed under the box, and between it and .the outside paper. 

'Kethitog was 'written- on the box or on the mitside paper. It was as near as could be20minutes 
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rist It at midnight wlien I mmt Cook dad. I Bnd«rktDo4 he was aHf #%4ie» tlwf cmb» to me, xnd 
coatd not have been more than five or ten mtmi^ee \n gmng np, I lound tke bedy stuetehed out, 
veiling on the heels and the baek ef the head^ m 6traigh| a« possible, and sjlilf. The arms were 
extended down each side of the body, and the hands were clinched. I filled up the certificate^ and 
gare it as my opinion that he died from apoplexy. - Palmer asked me to fill ap tbe eettiiieate. I 
ftadtforms of eertificates in my possession, when Mmer askedf me to fill ap the eeitiAcate, I told 
liiaa that, as Cook was bis patient, it was his place to illl »p the certificate. He said he had nock 
vather I did it, and I did so. I was preseaC *at the ^fl mtrtem .examination. After it was ovce^ 
Pahner sud, ^ We ought not to have let that jar go." That was all he said. 
> Croaa-examined by Mr. Sei^ant Skfie. 

My house is aboujt 200 yards from that of the prisoixer. 

THOMAS PRATT, examined by Mr. James. 

I am a solieitor, and practiee in Queen-street, Mayfair. I knew the prisoner Palmer. My 
acquaintance with him commenced at the end of November, 1853. I obtained for him a loan or 
£1,0M. That waa repaid. In October, 1854, I was employed Ik^ him to make a claim for two 
pohetea upon the life of Ann Palmer. I received upon ihe jnasmist^B account £5,000 from the Sun 
«Ace^ and iB3,600 from the Norwich Union. The money was applied iajpayment of, I think, three 
4mI18, amtiOBntuig to £3,600 or £4,000, which were due^ and of loans obtained after I had made the 
«te3Bii& upon, the policies. There was £1,500 not so awiied. Thai was paid to Palmer, or applied 
t»oith)0r pnrpoaea under hia direction. In April, 1855^ Palmer applied to me for a loan of £2,000. 
He dHd not atate tiie purpose for which he required the huui. I ootaiued It upon a bUl for £2,000 
drawn, by himself, and purpwting to be accepted by Samh Palmer, On Hie 28th of November of 
tiiat year tiiere were eight oilk held by clients of mine or by myself. [These bills were produced 
and read ; tiie total amount for which they were drawn was ££2,500.] Two bills, dated July 22 
and July 24, far £2,000 eaeh, were the only bills which were overdue in November, 186i». Two 
hills, fiar £500 and £1,000, were held over from month to month. [These were bills dated June 5 
sdA Augnst 2, 1864.] The interest was naid monthly. With two exeeptions, these bills were 
diaoomitod at tfaetate of sixty per cent. On the 9th of November the intojast for holding over the 
two bilia, dated in 1854, was due. I remember the death of Widter Palnhsr, That occoired in 
Angofit, 1869. I was instructed by William Palmer to claim &om the Prinee d Wales Insurance 
Office £13,00<^ due upon a policy upon his life. Tbe Sarah Palmer by whom Afifls bilk purport to 
he accepted is the mother of the prisoner. While holding these biUs I from tinw totune addressed 
letters to her. I wrote to Palmer as follows : — ^ 

**li you are-^ite settled on your retura from Doocaster, do pray think aboiit y/our ibree hills, 
a<» shortly coming due* If I do not get a positive appointment from the oibaa te pa(f» which I do 
not eapect, 3fou must be prepared to meet them as agreed. You told oie your maldMf wna coming 
np this nuMith, aad would settle them.*' 

About a week afterwanU I wrote to bim. [This letter had no date, hot hoM « nstaiark, 
IScfit.S4]:— , 

" You are awam there are tbree bills^ of ig2,000 each, accepted by your mother^ ftCrs. Sarah 
Palmer, falling due in* a day or two. Now, as the £13,000 cannot he received from the Ptiace of 
Wales Insnraoce Office &r three months, it will be necessary that those bills should be renewed ; 
i will therefore thaak you to send me up three new acceptances to meet those aoauAg due ; and 
which, when they faU due, I presume the money will be ready to meet, whieh wiU amount to 
£1,500 taore than your mother has given acceptances for." 
On the 2nd of October i wrote :— 

** This, yon wiU observe, quite alters arrangements, and I therefore must request that you make 
preparations for nseetiiig the two bills due at the end of this month. . . ... In any event bear 

JO mind that you must be prepared to cover your mother's acceptances for the £4,000 due at the 

end of the month." 

On the 6th of October I wrote to him another letter, containing this passsge: — 

• "I have vour note a<:knowIedging receipt bf your mother of the £2;000 acceptance, dw the 2nd 

October. Why not let her acknowledge it herself ? . You must really not fall to come up at oncej 

If it be for the purpose of arranging fgr the payment of the two bills at the end of the month.^ 

Remember I can make no terms for their renewal, and they must be paid.*' 

I bad received from Palmer a letter, dated October 5, acknowledgiftg, on the part of his mothcr» 

the receipt of a bill of exchange for £2,000 On the lOth I wrote to Palmer a letter, fVom whieh 

the following is an extract : — 

** However, not to repeat what I said in my last, bat with the view of pressing on you Ae. 
remenobrance that the two bills due at the end of this month, the -SOth and 27th, must be met, f 
say po more. The £2,000 acceptance of your mofher, due the 29th of September, t sent her 
yesterday. It was renewed by the second of the three sent me up." 
On the 18th of October 1 wrote to Palmer as follows :— 

** I send copies of two letters I have received. As regards the first, it shows how tmportatit it fs 
that you or your mother should prepare for payment of the £4,000 due In a few days, f caonot* 
now obtain delay on the same ground I did the others, for then I cotdd hare no ground for 
supposing the claim would not be admitted.'* 

On the 27th of October Palmer called and paid me £250. That was on account of the bills due on' 
the 26th and 27th of that month. He said he would remit anr)ther sum of an equal amount 
befbre the tollowing Wednesday, and would pay the- remainder of the pritieipal by instalments ^ 
shortly as possible. In reply to a letter of mine of the 2Tth of October, 1 received the following' 
letter from nim, dated 29th of October: — - ' 
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*<Iwill8end;routiie£350 from Worcester on Taetday, as Birsaged, Tor gooduBK, sake do 
not think of writs ; only let me know that such steps are going to be taken and I will get you the 
money, even if I pay £1,000 for it ; only give me a fair chance, and you shall be paid the whole of 
the money." 

On the 31st of October I wrote to Palmer : — 

'* The £250 in registered letter dulv received to-day. With it I hare been enabled to obtain 
consent to the following : — ^That, with the exception of issuing the writs against your mother, no 
proceeding as to service shall be made untU the morning of Saturday, the 10th, when you are to 
send up the £1,000 or £1,1)00. You will be deUted with a month's interest on the whole of 
£4,000 out of the money sent up. I impress upon you the necessity of your being punctual as to 
the bills. You will not forget also the £l,500 due on the 9th of Novemoer " 
On the 6th of November I issued writs against Palmer and his mother for £4,000. I sent 'them to 
Mr. Crabbe, a solicitor at Bugeley. On the 10th of November Palmer called on me. I had 
received a letter £rom him on the 9th of I 
half-past one." 



r November : — *^ I will be with you on Saturday next at 



He did call on me, and paid 
me dB300, which, with the two 
sums I had before received* 
made up £800. £200 was de- 
ducted for interest, leaving 
d£600. He was to endeavour 
to let me have a further remit- 
tance, but nothing positive was 
said. It is possible that writs 
were mentioned, but I have no 
recollection of it. No doubt he 
knew ''of them. fA letter of 
November 13th from Pratt to 
Palmerwastken read, in which, 
after giving some explanations 
with respect to the '^ Prince 
of WaW' policy, Pratt said, 
**I coimt most positively on 
seeing you on Saturday; do, 
for botn our sakes, trr and 
make up the amount to £1,000, 
for without it I shall be unable 
to renew the £1,600 due on 
the 9th."] 

On the 16th of November 
Palmer wrote to me : — 

^^I am obliged to come to 
Tattersall's on Monday to the 
settling, so that I shall not 
call and see you before Monday, 
but a Mend of mine will call 
and leave you dS200 to-mor- 
row, and I will give you the 
Mb. Thomas Pratt, Bell Discotjnteb. remainder on Monday/' 

On the Saturday (November 17th) some one came from Palmer, and gave me a check of a Mr. 
Fisher for £200. On the 19th Mr. Palmer wrote to me :— 

** All being well, I shall be with you to-morrow (Monday), but cannot say what time now. 
Fisher left the £200 for me." 

On Monday, the 19tb, which was the settling day at Tattersall's, Palmer called on me alter 
8 o'clock. This paper (produced) was then drawn up, and be siened it: — 

** You will place the £50 which I have just paid you, and the £450 you will receive by Mr. 
Herring — together £600--4nd the £200 you received on Saturday, towards payment of my mother's 
acceptance for £2,000 due on the 25th of October, making paid to this day the sum of £1,300." 

He paid me £50 at the time, and said I should receive the £450 through the post, from Mr. 
Herring. I afterwards received a cheque from him for that amount, which was paid through my 
bankers. On the 2l8t of November Palmer wrote to me — 

** Ever since I saw you I have been fullv engaged with Cook and not able to leave home. I am 
sorry to say, after all, he died this day. So you had better write to Salinders ; but, mind you, I 
"must have Polestar, if it can be so arranged ; and, should any one call upon you to know what 
money or moneys Cook ever had from you, don't answer the question till I have seen you. 

" I will send you the £75 to-morrow, and as soon as I have been to Manchester you shall hear 
about other moneys. I sat up two full nights with Cook, and am very much tired out." 
On the 22d of November I wrote to Palmer : — 

** I have your note, and am greatly disappointed at the non-receipt of the money ma promised, 
and at the vsgae assurances as to any money. I can understand, 'tis true, that your being de- 
tained by the illness of your friend has been the cause of not sending up the larger amount, but 
the smaller sum you ought to have sent. If anything unpleasant occurs you must thank yourself. 
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■' The death of Mr. Cook will now compel yon to look ahout a> to the payment of the bill for 
^BfiOO on the 2d of December. 

On the 23d of November I received a note frotn Palmer, saying that Menrt. Weatherby, of 0, 
Old Barlington-street» would forward a cheque for £35 in the morning. I taw him on the 24th 
when he signed the following paper: — 

" I baTe paid you this day jglOO. £75 yon will pay for renewal of £1,500 due the 9th of NoTember 
for one month, and £25 on account of the £2,000 due the 25tb of October, making £1,326 paid." 

I bad received a cheque for £75 on Messrs. Weatherby, but they refused to pay it. On tne 26tb 
of NoTcmber Palmer wrote to me : — 

** (Strictly private and confidential.) * 

"My dear Sir, — Should any of Cook's friends call upon you to know what money Cook ever had 
firom you, pray don't answer 'that question or any other about money matters until I have teen you. 
And oblige yours faithfully, ''William Palmer." 

There was a bill of sale on Polestar and another horse of Cook's called Sinus. I did not know 
Cook. I never saw him. The bill ofsale was executed at the beginning of September. The prisoner 
had transacted the loan. On the 26th of August Palmer wrote to me on the subject: — 

'*Now, I want, and must have it from somewhere, £1,000 clear by next Saturday without fail, and 
yon can raise it on the policy (vis., the policy for £13,000 on the life of W. Palmer} if you like, and 
it must be had at a much less rate of interest than I have hitherto had. because the security is so 
very good, and if you cannot manage it you must let me have the policy, because you have plenty 
of security for your money." On me 30th of August he again wh>te : — 

'^ I have undertaken to get the enclosed bill cashed for Mr. Cook. Tou had the £200 bill of his. 
He IB a very good and responsible man. Will you do it .^ I will put iny name to the bill." 
In this letter waa enclosed Cook's aoceptanoe for £500. On the 6th of September Palmer wrote : — 

*^ I leoeived the cheque for the £100, and will thank you to let me have the £315 by return of 
post, if poesible ; if no^ send it to me (certain) by Monday night's post, to tiie Post-ofSce, Doucaster. 
I now return you Cook s papers signea, &c., and he wants the money on Saturday, if he can have 
it, but I have not promised it for Baturaay. I told him he should have it on Tuesday morning at 
Boncaster ; so please enclose it with mine, in cash, in a registered letter, and he must pay for it 
being registered. Do not let it be later than Monday night's post to Doncaster." 
On me 9th of September he wrote : — 

^* Tou must send me for Mr. Cook, by Monday nighf s poet (to the Poet-office, Doncaster), £385 
instead of £375, and the wizie-warrant. so that 1 can hand it to him with the dG375, and that will 
be allowing yon £50 for the discount, kc. I shall then get £10, and I expect I shall have to take 
to the "wine, and give him the money ; but I shall not do so if you do not send £385, and be good 
enough to enclose my £315 with it, in cash, in a registered letter, and direct it to me to the Post- 
office, Doncaster."' 

I according wrote to Palmer, at the Post-office, Doncaster, enclosing £300 in notes, and cheque for 
£375. I struck out the words "or bearer," so that it was payable to order. In the letter I said — 

''Tou know by this time that if I do what I can to accommodate you there is a limit to my 
means to do so, and more particularly as in this instance, you have been the means of shotting up a 
supply I could generally go to. I think also you had little reason to allude to the £10 difference 
after the trouble, correspondence, &c., I had with respect to a second insurance you know of, 
whicb, although it did not come off, arose not from any lack of industry on my part. I have no 
reply as yet from the Piinee of Wales. When shall I see vou about the three £2,000 bills coming 
due at the end of this month t I speak in time, in order that you may be prepared in case any- 
thing untoward happens with the Prince of Wales. I am obliged to send a cheque for Cook, as I 
have not received the money, which 1 shall do, no doubt, to-morrow." 

The cheque for £375 and die wine warrant was the consideration for Cook's bill of sale for £500. 
The other £300 had nothing to do with Cook's transactions. 1,A letter from Palmer was then read, 
acknowledging th« reeeipt of the previous letter, with the enclosures.] I had one other transaction 
with Cook before this. It related to an acceptance of Cook for £200, which was paid. I had nd 
other pcconiary transaction whatever with him. The date of the first transaction was the end of 
April or early in May, 1855. The bill was drawn by Palmer on Cook, and was paid by Cook. 

Mr. Stevens was here recalled, and, having examined the endorsement on the checiue for £975, 
sdd — This endorsement Is not in the handwriting of Cook. I never saw him write bis name other- 
wise than ** J. Parsons Cook," whereas this is written ** J. P. Cook." 

Mr. Strawbridgewas shown some acceptances purporting to be by Mrs. Sarah Palmer, and said 
that none of them were in Mrs. Palmer's handwriting. 

William Cheshire, who had been a clerk in the bank at Rugeley in September last, proved that 
Palmer had an account there, and that th^ cheque already in evidence had been received by him 
and carried to Palmer's credit 

GroM-ezanuned.— I did not know Cook ; he never had any tranaaetiona with me. 

^^ Mr. PRATT was then Cross-examined by Mr. Seijeant Shee, 

Previous to May, 1855, 1 knew nothing at all about Cook. I then held a sum of £310, due to 
Palmer, and he wished me to add £190 to it, and to pay £500 to a Mr. Sargent. I declined to do 
that vrithout further security. He tiien proposed the security of Cook's acoeptaiiees, and repre- 
sented Cook to be a gentleman of respectability and substance. On his representation I screed to 
accept a bill drawn by him on Cook iw £200, and to make the advance. He thus got the £500. I 
wrote to Cook about the first transaction. I also wrote to him before his death, on the 13th of 
Noyember, reminding him that £500 was due Deoember 2. I sent the letter to him at Lutterworth. 
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The first £200 bill was due on the 29th of June, but was not then paid. I 'wrote about it, and 
Cook came u^ MLthft ^dMIvdf and pnd it. I did as* lee Imbk. 

• K)HK ABMSHAlir, «9tamiiMd by Mr. IT^iMy. 

I am an attorney^ practising at Eugeley. About the IStli of N^fumber I was emfikjei. ta apply 
to Palmar for payment of a d^ of about £60, doe to mine mereen and dn^rs at Bf^Iey. On 
the 19th of November I sent up to London instruetionaf or a writ. On the next moming (the 20tSt) 
I went to Palmer's house. He gave me tw<y £S(^ notee, and Mid h» hoped he should not be pat to 
the cost of the writ. One was a Bank of England, the other a loeal nate. I took l^ien to ray 
employer to g:et the receipt and ohfltig«, and to aeitla stfMut the coats. 

JOHN WALtBANK, examined by Mr. Wehiy, 

t am a butcher at Butfeley. On the Monday, in Shrewsbury race week, Palmer's man came to 
me and fetched me to Palmer's hous^. Palmer said, ** I want vou to lend me £25" I aaid, 
" Doctor, I'm very short of money, but Pll try if I can get it.'' He said, ** Do, thafa a goo4 
fellow ; 1*11 give it you again on Saturday morning, as I shall then have received some money 
at Shrewsbury." On th^e Saturday I met mm in the street, went to his house with him, and ho 
paid me th^ money. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant ^lee. 

Palmer had lent me money sometimes when I had asked him. His mother lived in the town, 
in a large house near the church. He was in the habit of^oing tjiere. , 

JOHN &PILLBUET, ti»ti{jitd by Mr. BoMn. 
I am a farwer, «e«r Sttaifoed, aod have had di«»{l»g« with Fftlour. In Kov«mb«f last hiB «iNd 
»e £^ 2a. On. ikt 22ftd of November (Thiiradiiy) I oaltod m him,«nd h* pM w» thai 9m»w9t 
He gave tarn a. Bank of EujclaAd note for i660^ X called c«Mumj(. I h«i not ft|»f Ufsd to hat for 
the mooey . That waa the tot trawiaetiAa X h4id wiidk hin, 

Mr. STRAWBRIDGB, examined bv the AUomey-General 
On tbe 19th of November Palmer had an account tit th« bank,.and th*»re was a balance of iS9 6«. 
in his favour. Nothing waa paid to hijB account after that. The 10th of October wa« the last 
date on which anything was paid to the amount. Tbe amount then paid was £50. 

HfifiBBRT WEXGEtT, examine by Mr. M. Jaam. 

I am a soUcitov, in pAMncrship with mv brother, at Bixmiofeham. X hava known Palmar sioaa 
JttJy, 18^1. In Novembar, 185o, h« owed my brotbar £10,400. We hM a biil of aaia upon bis 
pcoperty. [It was pcoduced andread. It recited that Palmer was iadebted to Edwin Wzigbl 
in %^e sum of £6,d0U, on account of bills of exchange accepud by Sarah Palmer and endorsed by 
Palmer to Wright, and as security for that amount, and a further sum of £2,300, which, had been 
•D4vaAQ6d to hiw^ a power of sale, aul^ct to redemption, waa gt^n by Pfidmer ov.«c the whole 
sd his property, including his horses.] All the advances were maib upon billsy U>^tber wiih 
of^fA collateral seeurity. AU the bills are here. [The billa purportiufc to .be ac^epjt^d by 
Palmer's mpther were produced; also an acceptance of Palmer'afor £1,600.3 X& the earl; p«rt 
<>f November I waa pressing Palmer fox payment. Many of fhe. blLU were oyesduft. Palmer 
aJlway« said the nAonay would be paid after the Cambrvige^hire races at Newmanket. I put tba 
^1 of $£|le in foree in Deoember, after the verdict of the coroo«r!a Jiixy waa ral.ui»cd« X vw 
{Vt«9#iikt when the property wa^ taken. I fouad no papers in tbe bAUM», 

Crossvsxamined V ^^' S^emi Skee.- 

. Shouldt you have objaoted to give Pali»er,moi:e time for paymep^ i{ }f«u b^di b^^o^ aaked ?-^I 

hardly know ; probably I shpuld not. I w^s nut hoatile to b«m. t JiQveji afl?qp»Wodattad. Coftk^ 

i h9d «ffei}ed to do 60» hut the trax^action msvsr asaumed. comi^^^ii^a* <A.l|H]8h.> 

Re-examined by the Attomep-'^emnU. 

Tbe«e hillft were disceunt^dat 60 per aent^per aonusn, andiKo^ild bav<e been renewed ysnbably 
at the ^iQfi xate of interest. 

Mr. Strawhridge proved thftt 1^ ac¥;eptan«qa]prQdjui3ed by the Jia^t wifcnesi were vat in the hand^ 
writing of Mrs. Palmer, ' 

€n>ss^xamined.'^They we a bad imiiailon of her haad. 

. The Aiiarmy^G^mtHkl aaid that Mr. Weath^rby wm the -only remaining wilnefie for the ftxy- 
secution; and, as he was not. new --in .opurt, he hoped their lordships would allow him to be 
examined in the moiailngi befpve his learned friend opened the defence. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee asked the Court to pe;rmit the witness MUls tobe .recalled, ifl. osder thathe 
might examine her aa to. wheare she w»9 new residixiig, 
..The JMm^mp* (J^wra^Sbi* was «r<o63Hexami«e^ uppit ttiai; potot. 

Lord CAMPBELii — We are of opinion that there is no ground for reoaUing hi». 

Mr. Serjeant. 8hep asked neianiewfln to. p|^ eome ^uritier qu$Btio?is: to Dr. Pevonehiffe^ with regard 
to his having been pushed by Palmer during the post mortem examinfition. 

Lord Campbell — ^By all means-. 

Ifr. Justice CBBsavreLL observed, t!hat he did not think it waa a cft-cuinstanoe to wbieh nach 
impoftanoe could be attached ; he had not taken a note of it. 

Mr. Baron Aldbkbbov expressed ^ similar opioion. There was nothings extraoDdlnazy in a persm 
who waa: interested in tjhe examination being anxious to see all that rai. ning on. 

Mr. Serjeant. ShMy aftec that intimation of theijr Lordships' * woud not ppess hie request 

Lord Oampblll hoped liiat the jury would have an opportunity' ^ven them of breathintg the 
tu^ air* that ^e e^?«tiing.-^Tfae Court adjourned »t kaif ^past 3 . 
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SEVENTH DAY.— Mat 21, 1856. 

The eourt was even mort crowdtA thk morning than It had been since the commencement of the 
trial. Bj^ 9 o'clock every av8llabl« aeat was occupied, and a great number of persons waited in the 
pasMfea leading to th« vsfWua ealraaces during the whole day without being able to obtain ad- 
mWuoii. Among the distinsui^ed persons who were present we noticed the Lord Chief Baron, the 
Sari of Defibigfa, Lord Q. Lennox, Mr. Moiicktoft Milnes, Mr. L. Gower, Mr. G. O. Higgins, Mr. 
Fofster, aod several other mciBl»«rs of the Houic «f Coaunoas. 

Tke learned Judges, Lord Camp bdl» Mr. Baron Alderson^ and Mr. Justice Cresawell, entered the 
€0«rt at about 10 o'clock, accompanied by fte Sherife» Sir R. W. Garden, and other Aldermen. 

Tb« pi iaouev was immec(^ately placed at (^e bar. He listened with great attention to the addresa 
of his )eame<) counsel, and maintaio«d the iame calmness and self<possession that he has exhibited 
8»ce Ike ftrst day of the proceedings. 

CowBset for the Crown— the Attoai«y>General, Mr. E. James, Q.C^ Mr. Welsby, Mr. BodJobi 
and Mr. Huddleston ; for the prisoner— Mr. Serjeant Shee» Mr. Gfove, Q.C., Mr. Gray, and iCr. 

Ktfieaiy. 

CHAKLBS WEATHIEBT, examined by Mr. Wthby, 
' On tiio 2l8t of KoT^xiber I received a letter fieom Palmer^ enclosing a cheque foi^ JBddO. I prodvce 
taia4 teller :— « Ruge&y, Nov. 20, 1855. . 

^ GentlNiiven, — ^I will thank you to send me a cheque for tbe amoiint of tibu» enclosed order. Mr. 
Cook; W been confined here to bis bed for the last f^ee days with a bilii»«s attack, whicb ha» 
prewoiWI b|» from being in town.---YourB respectfully, Wm. Paxmee.'*. 

On id» nkoming of th« 23rd I received another letter f^om hiai:^ vhi^ I abo produce. [In this 
letter Pabner requested Melons. Weatherby to send a cheque for £75 1# kr. Pratt, and a cheqne for 
£19^ to Mr. Earwaker, and deduct the saane firam Cook's dsaft.] On tibe 2^d I sent a letter 
to Palmer^ of which I produce a copy :— " Kov. 23, 1855. 

<* Sir, — ^We tetum Mr. Cook's cheque^ not having £uads enongh to meet it. When Mr. Frail 
called to-day to^ settle tiM j^knwsbury Stake aicoouat, he informed us that be had paid Mr. Co<d;: 
his winnings tte^. We ooald not comply with your request a« to payinf part of the money even 
if we had had sufficient in band to pay tne sums you mention, whicn we nave not. Be so good a» 
to acknowledge the receipt of the cheque.'^ 
On the 24th the following notice, signed by Palmer, was left at my office : — 

"Nov. 24, 1855. 

•'Gentlemen, — I hereby request you will not part with any moneys in your hands, or which may 
come into your hands, on account of John Parsons Cook, to any person, until payment by you to 
me or my order of the cheque or draft in my favour given by the said John Pkrsons Cook 
for the sum of £350 sent to you by me, and acknowledged in your letter received byme at Kugeley^ 
on Wednesdav morning, the 20th of this month of November.' — Tours, &c., Wm. Palmer. 

" Messrs. weattieTby, 6, Old Burlington-street." 
On Ito 23^ I had lent ulettbr to Cook at Bogelcy, wideh was lubinqueBfiify retanied to me 
tbrou(^ the deadrletter olice. 

V Croep-exanwied by Mn Smiemi She^.. 

(Hie dixeque for £350 wasj. as.far as I recolJfict, signjpd by Cook. 

The Mtorhej/- General— yf as it siguod J. P. Cook, or J. .Parsons CJook?-^! did not observe. 

By Lord' CAMPBfiHi— I obser\Td that the body of the cheque was not in Cpok's ha^dwritirig, but 
tiat the signature was. 

Mr. Sftyeant 5?iee— When that cheque of Obeik"8 was presented, you hid not funds in hand to 
meet it ?— No. 

Were ftinds afterwards sent up by Mr. Ffail, the clerk of the course at Shrewsbttry ?— They were 
to hvre been, bst were not eventnaliy. 

In tbeordinary «QUne of thts^tougbt^hey to hanre been in yocur hands on the day you fecehred 
the cheque?— I cannot positively say. Clerks of che cmuye pay at di[fll«ren« times. Bnt Cook 
might reasonably have supposed that tbeywouJUlbq in hand, as it was then a week aft«r he fakikd w«in 
the race. I informed Palmer when I did not pay his cheque,.of my reason fqr not doing so. . 
: Mr. £. BUTI^£H,4dcanunpdbythe^»(WM«r•'(9'a»«t«;»' 
I attnod races, and bet I was at ShESwsbary raises, and< had an account to cettte with PalmeK 
Lbadfto receive ^700 odd fwn Umia c tspect of beljs m«d9 at. the iaTei|>ooi racia. I had no«D«ne]^ 
to receive in respf ct of the S^rei»sbufy races. I ei^dkeavonr^d to g«t my money at ShrewiiMirty 
and I got £4^, i asked him for money several tim^s^ and he said he bad no^ but had some «i 
receive. He did not say how much. He gave me a cheque for £260 upon th^ Rugeley Bank, 
which was not paid. I knew Cook's horse Polestar. After she had won the race, at Shrewshur>; 
jphe was wonh about £700. She was worth more after than before she won. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Gh'ove, 

I won £210 on Polestar for Palmer, and kept it on account. . . 

Mr. Stevens proved that Polestar was sold at Tattersall's, on the 10th Of March, by auction, and 
fetched 730 guineas. 

The ^#«(Hvwsf'6^/i»ef>a^l^iat i« the caca fop tlie probecw^ 







THE TOWN HALL, UXJGELEY, WU&US THE I.NQUEST ON THB BODY OF COOK WAS HELD. 



THE DEFENCE. 

Mr. Seijeant Shxb then rose to open the defence. He said, — ^In rising to perform th^tssk 
which it now becomes my dnty to discharge, I feel, gentlemen of the jury, an almost oyerwhelm- 
ing sense of responsibility. Once only has it fallen to my lot to defend a fellow-creature charged 
with a capital offence. * You qan well understand that to take a leading part in a trial of this 
kind is sufficient to disturb the calmest temper and try the clearest. judgment^ even if the effort 
tmly last one day. But how much more trying is it to stand for six long days imder the shade, 
as it were, of the scaffold, conscious that ike least error in judgment may consign my client to 
an ignominious death and public indignation ! It is useless for me to conceal that whieh all your 
endeayours to keep your minds free from prejudice cannot wholly e&ee from your recollection. 
You perfectly well know that for six long months, imder the sanction and upon the authiMrity 
of science, an opinion has almost xmiTersally preraUed that the blood of John Parsons Cook has 
risen from the ground to bear witness against the prisoner ; you know that a oofnyiction of the guilt of 
^e prisoner has impressed itself upon the whole jxypidation, and that by the whole population has 
been rused, in a delirium of horror and indignation, the cry of blood for blood. You cannot have 
entered upon the discharge of your duty-^which, as I bare well obserred, you hare most conscien- 
tiously endeayoured to paform<--without» toa great extent, sharing in that conyietion. Before you 
yon knew that you woidd haye to sit in that box to pass judgment betwe«i th;e prisoner and the 
Crown you might with perfect propriety, after reading the eyidenoe takm before the coroner's jury, 
haye formed an o|Hnion with regard to the guilt or innocence of the prisoner. The very circum- 
stances under which we meet in this place are of a character to excite in me mingled feelings of en- 
eouragement and alarm. Those whose duty it is to watch oyer the safety of the Queen's subjects felt 
so much apprehension lest the course of justice should be disturbed by the popular prejudice which had 
been excited against the prisoner— they were so much aJarmed that an unjust yerdict might, in the 
midst of that prejudice, be passed against him, that an extraordinary measureof precaution was taken, 
not only by her Majesty's Goyemment, but also by the Legislature. An act of Parliament, which 
originated in that branch of the Legislature to whkh the noble and learned L(»rd who presidies here 
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lielongs, and was aandioiied by him, was passed to prerent the possibility of an injustice being 
done through an adherence to the ordinary forms of law in the case of William Palmer. The 
Grown, also, under the adyioe of its responsibfe Ministers, resolred that this prosecution should 
not be 1^ in pri-rate hands, but that its own law officer, my learned friend the Attamey-General, 
should take upon himself the responsibility of conducting it. And my learned Mend, when that 
duty was intrusted to him, did what I must say will for erer redound to his honour — he resolved 
that m a ease in which so much prejudice had been excited, all the eiidence which it was in- 
tended to press against the prisoner should, as soon as he received it, be communicated to the 
pnsoiiei's counsel. I must therefore tell my unhappy client that ererything which the consti- 
tnted iKothorities of the land — everything which the Legislature and the law officers of the Crown 
'eomid do to secure a fair and impartial trial has been done, and that if unhappily an injustice 
ibeuld on either side be committed, the whole responsibility will rest upon my Lords and upon 
Ihe jury. A most able man was selected by the prisoner as his counsel not many weeks ago, 
"but, unfortunately, was prevented by illness from dischaiging that office. - I have endeavouired 
to the beet of my ability to supply his place ; but I cannot deny that I labour under a deep 
^Beling of responsibility, aHhough the national effort, so to speak, which has been nubde to insure 
a ftir trial is a great cause of encouragement to me. I am moved by the task that is before 
me) but I am not dismayed. I have this further cause for not being altogether overcome 
in discussing the mass of evidence which has been laid before you. When the papers in 
the cflise came into my hands, I had formed no opinion as to the guilt or innocence 
of the prisoner. My mind was perfectly free to form what I trust will prove to be a right 
judgment upon the case, and — I say it in aU sincerity — ^having read these papers, I commenced 
hia defence with an entire conviction of his innocence. I believe that truer words were never 
pronounced than the words he uttoed when he said " Not CKdlty " to this charge, and if I fail 
in establishing hie innocence to your satis&ction I shall have very great misgivings that my failure 
is attributable only to my own inability to do justice to his case, and not to any weakness in the 
case itself. I will prove to you the sincerity with wMi^ I declare my conviction of the prisoner's 
innocence by meeting the case for the prosecution foot to foot, and grappling with every difficulty 
which has been sugi^sted by my learned friend. You will see that I shall avoid no point which 
has been raised. I will deal foirly with you, and I know that I shall have your patient attention 
to an address which must, I fear, unavoidably be a long one, but in which no observation will be 
introduced which does not necessarily and properly belong to the case. The proposition which 
my learned friend undertakes to establish entirely by circumstantial evidence may be shortly 
stated. It is that the prisoner, having in the second week in November made up his mind that 
it vras his interest to get rid of John Parsons Cook, deliberately prepared his body for the recep- 
tion of a deadly poison by the slower poison of antimony, and that he afterwards despatched him 
by the deadly poison of strychnine. Now, no jury will convict a man of the crime thus charged 
unless it be made clear, in the first place, that he had some motive for its commission, — some 
strong reason for desiring the death of the deceased ; in the second place, that the symptoms 
before death and the appearances of the body after deatii are consistent with the theory that he 
died by poison ; and, in the third place, that they are inconsistent with the theory that death 
proceeded from natural causes. Under these three heads I shall discuss the vast nuuss of evidence 
which has been laid before you, and I must, by adhering to that order, exhaust the whole subject, 
and leave myself no chance of evading any difficulty without immediate detection. Before, how- 
ever, I proceed io grapple in these dose quarters with the case fof the Crown, allow me to restore 
to its proper place in the discussion a fact which although it was by no means concealed by my 
learned friend in that address by Which he at once seized upon your judgments, appeared to me to 
be thrown toomueh into the shade, the fact, I mean, that strychnine was not foundin the body of the 
unfortunate deceased. If he died of the poison of strychnine-^if he died within a few hours or within a 
quarter of an hour or twenty minutes of the administration of a strong dose — ^if the post mortem 
examination took plaee vrithln six days of the death, there is not the least reason to suppose that 
between the time of the injeetioii of thepoison and the paroxysms of death there was any dilution of 
it, or any ejection of it by vomiting. Never, therefore, vmless chemical analysis is altogether a fiiilure 
in the detection of strychnine, were circumstances more &vourable for its discovery. Bnt^ 
beyond all question, strychnine was not found. Whatever we inay think of the judgment and 
experience of Dr. Taylor, we have no reason to doubt that he is a very skilful chymist ; we have 
no xeason to believe — ^in fact, weknow to the contrary — ^that he and Br. Bees did not do all that 
the science of chymical analysis could enable men to do to detect the poison. They had a distinct 
intimation from the exeeutor and near relative of the deceased that he, for some oause ot another, 
had reason to suspect that poison had been administered. They undertook an analysis of the 
etomaoh, which (without now going into details upon that point) was not On the whole in an un- 
£ivonmble condition, with a firm expectation that if it was there it would be found, and without 
any doubt as to the efficiency of their tests. Then, in December they say : 
^ '* We do not find stryehnlne, pnusie acid, or any trace of opiuin. Fiwi the contents having 



86 THE THIAL OF W{l.UAM PALMER. 

been drained awaj " (m% dzalned ovt of th« jajr, you know) ''H U now inpoBttbld to say wMMae 
tmj strycluiBe haid or had not been j^ven jogt before dtaAhf but it is quite ixMsiUelbi: iaxia^ 
«(Aetic to de^t^oy Ufd if ^ren in- repeated doaes ; and, 00 &r as.-wB oan at preeent fona aft 
oainioiv in tbe abeenea of aay n&taral cause of deatb, the deoeaaed maj Wa died itom tiaa 
eoeeto of antimoii^ in tlus or some other form." 

But tbey affaenrards attended tke inquest^ and bavii^ beard tke eridenceof Millsypf Mr» JonQ%. 
of Lntterwortb, and of Eoberts (who spoke to tbe inarchaae of strychnine on the mondng of tte 
deatb)f they eame to the conclusion thai the pills administered to Cook on the Monday aftd the 
Tuesday night contained strychnine. Dr. Taylor came to that condosion, notwithstaadi^ Ilia 
-wxitten opinion that Oook mijght hay& been poisoned by antimony, and notwithstanding the lae* 
tiouB^ no trace of strychnine was found in the body. . I call your attention now to this circuiastaBca 
in order to claim for it its proper place in the discussion. The gentlemen who hav^e come (a the 
conclusion that strychnine may have been in the body, although it was not found, have actiTad 
M that conclusion from experiments of a yery partial, kind indeed ; they ccmtend that wlten 
strychnine has once done its fatal work and become absorbed into the system it ceaaes to ba the 
thing it was when taken into the system ; it becomes decomposed, its elements a<re qeparated 
^m eadi other, and therefore are no longer capable of responding to the tests whi^ woold 
certainly detect its presence if undeoomposed. That is their case. They aocount for ita not 
being found, and for their belief that it destroyed Cook, by that hypotiiesis. Now, 
it is only an hypothesis. No. author^l^ for it oan be dzawn from experiments^ and 
it is supported by the c^inion. of no eminent toxioologists but themaelres. It is onfy 
iaix to them and to . Dr. Taylor in particuhu:, io say t£aA Dr. Taylor does propoosd that 
theory in his book. It is,«howeyer, only a theory of his own ; he does not support it by the 
authority of any distuiguished toxicok>gi8t ; and when we recollect that his knowledge ^ the 
matter — good, humane man 1 — consists in having poisoned £ve rabbits 25 yeans ago, and ive 
others since this question was raised, it cannot have muoh weights But I will call before you a 
number of gentlemen of high eminence in their professicm as analyticid chymists, who will state 
their utter renunciation of that theory. I will call Dr. Nunneley, a £eIlow of the Boyal College 
of Surgeons and a pra6essor of Chymistry, who attended the ease at Leeds, which has been 
described to you, and Dr. Williams, professor of materia medioa at the JB^al College of Surgeeaa 
in Ireland, for 18 years surgeon, to the City of Dublin Hospital. Dr. Letheby^ one of the ablest 
and most distinguished men of science in this great city, professor of ohyaietry and toxicology in 
lihe Medical College of tfa^ London Hospital^ and medical officer of the city of London, will tell you 
that he rejects the theory as a heresy unworthy the b^ef of scientific men. IN*. Nicholas Parker, 
of the College of Physicians, London, and profesaor of medicine, Br. JEtobineon, of the Oellega of 
Physicians, and Mr. Eogers, professor of chymistry, concur with D^< LethelOQr- Lastly, I will 
oall Mr. William Herapath, of Bristol, pr J)ably the most enunent ehymieid analyet ift this 
<X)untry, who also utterly rejects the theory. All of those gentlemeD eontend that if not only 
half a grain of strychnine, but even l-50th part or less has once entet«d into the hmuui fram^ 
it can and must be discovered by the tests known to chymists. They will tdl you this^ not as 
the remilt of a few experiments, for ever regretted, upon five rabUts, but Ireln a laige 
experience as to the operation of the p^nson upon the inferior animals, created as yon knew for 
the benefit of mankind, and many of them ^m their experience aa to its feiiBGii upon the 
human, system. 1 wiU satisfy you from their evidence that if yo«i admit the ecNmetnen 
of the tests which were used, the only safe contusion at whiok you can arrive is tw^ 
strychnine not having, been found in the body, it could never have been these, Th^ 
aU agree, too, that no degree of putrefaction or fermentation in the human sjwtem eould so 
decompose strychnine that it should no longer possess thoee quiditiee which oauae it| in its 
undeoomposed state, to respond to chymical tests. I will now ap^y myself to aqetatioa wkioh, 
in my judgment, is of equal, if not of greater importanee — ^the questioa whether in the seeond 
week of Kovember, ^^855, the prisoner had a motive ibr the commission' of this nnirder-^ stnng 
reason for desiring that Cook should die, I never will believe that^ Unless it w«re made dear 
ihat it was his interest ta destroy Cook, you would come to the coaolesion that he had committed 
such a crime. It seems to me abundantly clear upon the evidence ^at oot oidy wae it not the 
ikiterest of Palmer that Coo)i: should die, but that the death of Qook was tha very w«f8t ealamity 
that could befal him, and that he could not possibly be ignorant that it would be IbUewed by his 
ewn ruin. That it was followed by his Immediate rum we know. We khow thai; at the time 
when it is said he commenced to plot Cook's death he was in a oonditien of the greatest 
embarrassment— an embarrassment which* in its extreme intensity had coibe upen him but 
recently— an embarrassment, too, in some degree mitigaled by the eiieoivMrtanees that the 
acceptances he is said to ^have forged were those of his mother — a lady of. hurge foHme living in 
the town. My learned friend's hypothesis is, that not until he was jto a state of ihe gieatcsfc 
embaiTassment did he wish to destroy Cook. My learned friend stated to yea ** Thal^ being in 
desperate pircumstance^^ with ruin, disgrace^ ajBid punishment stariog hian iti %}» laoe^ which 
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c*«lid ^ftly be ttwrtea %7 hmuui of Money, lie took idTBiitai^ of his iAtimaey wHb Obok, Irhen 
Cibolk had beoome ike wianer of » aooaderable saai, to destiojr him, m «tfdar to oktam posaeflHioA 
of Ids money. '* Let us test this theory. Let us relieye our misds for » moment from the «Dxiet^ 
ve araat always feel whett the Mfo ef a lellow^'ereature is at stake^ aaod, looking at it as a 
ntere ttattv of hnsoBess, let as aak ofors^Tes whether, in the sedand we^ in Korrembe^ 
Palmer had any motiTe to oommit this crime. When a lon^ oorrespendenee is read to a jufy, 
who are without the nme mtans of testting-its imporlanoe as the judge or the counsel, they 
^peqmeattly do not attach thai w«%ht to ifc which it deserves. Buk I wiatched the oorrespondeuoe 
wkkk was read to you yesterday with an anxiety which no words can express, because I firtUj 
believed that in it the innooenee of the piuoner lay oonoealed ; that it proved not ogdy that th» 
prasmer had no motiTe to kill Oook, but that Oodc's dea^ was rain to him. Allow ate to oaU 
yo«r atteivtion to the relatieti m wiiioh these men stood to each ether. They had been intiatate 
as racmg friends Ibr two or three yeurs ; they had had many transiK^oiia together ; they weia 
jointly inteuestod in at least one zaoeihorse, Pyrrhane ; they generally stayed at the same hotels ; 
ihsjr were seen toge^r tqxxa aimost ail the Eaee*oeurses in the kingdom ; they were known to be* 
ooHttBcted in adventures upon the suae horses at tke same zaees ; and although, Oook bein^dead^ 
the mouth of the prisoner being senkd, and transactions of this kind not being recorded in 
regular hooks;, it is impossible to give you positive endenee as to their relations to one another ; it 
is alraadantly dear that they were very closely connected* In August, IS55, money was wanted 
eitlMr by Cook or Pahner, ind Palmer applied to Piatt.for it. He seems to have wanted 2002., 
to make up a laiger snm, having already 1901. in Pratt's haoids ; and he offered as security for the 
advaiaoe his fnted Mr. Cook, wlmm he described as a gentlemaii of nespeotability and substance. We 
€h> BOi know the ezaet state of Cook's affidrs at that time. Sack a fortune as he had might have. 
bMm throwti down in a week with the life he was leading ; but a young man who is reckless as to 
the ittode ra whicb he en^bys his money and has only 13, 0002. may for a year or two pass before 
tke world for a man of oonaidexaUe means. It is not every one who will go to Doc(tors' Cktinmona 
to aaocrtain the precise amount of property he has inherited. JSx. Gookj of Lutterworth, kept his 
laoehorses, lived ezpeaaivdy, was known to have inherited a fortune, and was altogether a person 
wlioae £ne»d8hip was of oonsideEaUeimportanee to a man like Palmor. BeooUeot that I am not now de- 
fondang F^Almei:' against the criaie of iai^ery, nor am I d^ending him agadnst the imputatioa of rtfcklesa 
iiqirofvHenoeinohtaiaingnioiieyatraneaoriiOuAdiseovnt. But as early as-May^ l$6o, {Palmer and Cook 
wore thus oircomstanced. What was their po8iti<Hi in NoiMimber f The evidence of Pratl^ and the cor< 
lOBpe adea ce which ho proved, oas leave no doubt en our minds up^ that s.uli|}«ct. Among a mas* 
of UDb^ amounting alie^ether to 11,&00£., there were two, of 2,0002. eadi, due the last week 
inOctoinr, two others, amounting to 15002., having become due acme time before^ but being held 
over from month to month upon payment by Palmer, who was liable for them, of what was oalled 
interest at the rate of 60 per cent These thnee sum8^20002., 20002., and 1500Z.— were the 
embarrassments which were pnssmg upon him in ^Ae second week in November, and, be it observed^ 
they were pressed upon him by a man who, although he would, doubtless, have been giad to get 
his primapal, would also, tq^on anything like seeurity, have been verjf well pleased to continue to 
raoeive interest How can oapiial, if wkl secured, be better eaiployed than in returning 40 or 60 
per eent ¥ in this state of things Palmer, in answer to an urgent demand for money, came vHp to 
town on the 27th of October. Pratt then insisted that if Palmer could not pay one of the 20(K)J. 
biUs wMeh had ju^ become due he should pay instalments^ in addition to the euOTmous interest 
ebnrged npoa it, and it was agreed that 2&iil. shoo Id be paid down, 2502. upon the Slot of 
Ootober, Mid a farther sum of ^002. as soon afterwards as possible^ making aktotal payment on 
aeooust of that bill of 6002>^ to <f quiet" Pratt or his <^nt, and to Inductthini to let the biU 
stand over. On the 9th of NoTemb^r the SOOi. was paid, and th^ a letter was writften, to 
wiiieli J fa€^ your partiottlar attention. On the 13th of November, the day that Pdestar won tho 
race, Pratt wrote to Palmer that the ease {*' Pahncfr v. the Prince of Waies Insurance Company*') 
had been laid before Sir F. Eielly, that in the opiodon of scrveral secretaries of inaurance offices 
the oompaay had not a leg to stand upon, and theA the mere fact, of the enormoua premium would 
go a gz«at way to get a verdkt. The letter oonclUded, — 'VI count most positively aa seeing yoti 
on Saturday. l>o, for both our sakes, try and make up the amoi^t to 10002., for without it I 
shall be unable to renew the 15002. d«e on the 9th." Pratt had threatened to issue a writ «^(aiast 
Pafamer's mother. Palmer had almost gche upon his knees to bieg him not to do so, and this letter 
imdfy meaat> '^ Unless you give me 2002. more and make up 10002. a writ shall be served upon 
your mother.'* fhat letter is wrUllen on the ISth of No^mber. Palmer gets it at Rugekiy^ 
whitker he had gone from the nceoourte on the day that Polestar won. What doet he dol He 
instantly returns to Shzowsbuiyy gets there on Wednesday, aoetf Cook. They sa^ he doses hiUi. 
W« will sse how probable that is presentfy. Cook goes to bed in a ^te I will not describe, get4 
vsp next morning much moresenfidbla timn he wetit to bed, gees upon t^e raoeoourse, retuns with 
Pntever to Bng^^ en the Thandi^^ goes to bed, gets up next morning stiU uneemfortable^ but 
aUe to go and dino with Palmer on that day (Friday). On th«t.day» the Idth of Nimiik&s^ 
Pldmer wiites to Pratt : — 
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** I am obliged to oome to Tattersall's on Hoaday to the MttUng, so that I ihall not eaU and 
see yon before Monday, bat a friend of mine will call and leave yon 200^ to-monnoiir, and I will 
give 3ron the remainder on Monday." 

The person who ordinarily settled Cook's aooonnts was a person named Fisher, a wine-mistidian^ 
in Shoe Lane, who was called first in this case ; and on that Tery day (the day on which Cook 
dined with Palmer) Cook writes to him :— 

<* It is of great importance, both to Mr. Palmer and myself, that a sum of 5002. ahonld b» 
paid to a Mr. Pratt, of 5, Queen Street, Mayfair, to-morrow, withont faiL 800/. has been sent 
np to-night, and if yon wiU be kind enough to pay the other 2002. to-morrow on the reoelpi'of 
this, yonwill greatly oblige me, and I will give it to yon on Monday at Tattersall's.** 

There is a postscript, which I will read, but upon which I will at present make no observa- 
tion — ** I am muoK better.". - What is the fiur inference from these letters ? I submit that the 
inference is; that at that date Cook was making himself veiy useful to Palmer. Pratt wai» 
pressing for an additional sum of 2001, Palmer commnnicated his difficulty to Cook, whoat once]iwrofe 
to his agent to pay the 2002. More than this, — ^the 8002. referred to in the letter, as having becm 
paid '* to-night" [The Attorney-General — ^' The other day "] means one of these things — ^it eithor 
means the 8002. which hieui been sent up on the 9th of November (and if it did, then Cook knew 
all about it— probably had an interest in Palmer's transactions with Pratt) ; or it was a fiUsa 
representation, put forward merely: for the purpose of putting a good face upon the matter t» 
Fisher ; or it means that on that day 8002. had somehow or other come to thdr hands, and had 
been by Cook made applicable to &e convenience .of Palmer. Whichever way yon take it it 
proves to demonstration that Palmer and Cook were playing into each other's hands with respect 
to that heavy incumbrance npon Pahner^-and that Palmer could rely upon Cook as his last fir^d 
in any such difficulties. Although, when we take the sum total of 11,5002., his difficulties sound 
large, yet the difficulty, of the day. was nothing like tiiat» because, in the reckless spendthrift 
way in which they were living, putting on bills from month to month, and paying an enormoua' 
interest per annum,^ the actual outlay upon the day of pntting on was not considerabLe. I submit 
that this letter shows that on the day on which it is said that Palmer was poisoning Cook, the 
16th of November, Cook was acting towards him in a most friendly manner, was acquainted 
with his circumstances, and willing to relieve his embarrassments, and actually did devote 
a portion of his earnings to Palmer's purposes. I will, however, make this plainer. Part of 
the case of my learned friend is thitt Palmer, leaving Cook ill in bed at Kugeley, nm up to 
town on the Monday, and intending to despatch Cook that nig^t obtained possession of 
his Shrewsbury winnings by telling Herring, who was not Cook's usual agent, that he was 
authorised by Cook to settle his Shrewsbury tiansf^ctions at Tatteraairs. & the Monday, as 
on the Tuesday, Cook, though generally indisposed, was during the greater part of the day 
quite well. He got up and saw his trainer and two jockeys. The theory of the case for 
the prosecution is that he was quite well, because Pahner was not there to dose him. You 
will see how grossly and contemptibly absurd that is presently. Being well on Monday a?id 
Tuesday, do not you think that, had not Cook known that Palmer did not intend to go to his 
regular agent, Fisher, he would have been very much surprised that he on Tuesday morning 
received no letter from that gentleman, informing iiim of the settlunent of his transactions I And 
could Palmer, as a man of business, have relied upon an absence of such surprise and alarm on 
the part of Cook ? We have the evidence of Fisher, that he, at Cook*s request, contained in tiie 
letter of the 17th November, advanced the 2002., which he would, had he settled Cook's ai&un^ 
have been entitled to deduct from the money he would have received at Tattersall's on the 
Monday. He did not settle those affiurs, and t^e money has never been paid. That ezphuns the 
whole transaction. Cook and Palmer understood each other .perfectly welL It was the intenst 
of both of them that Palmer should be relieved from the pressure of Pratt. . Accordingly, Cook 
said, ** This settlement shall not go through Fisher's hands. We have got him to pay the 2002. 
to Pratt, but it shall not be repaid to him on Monday. I will let Palmer.go to London and settle 
the whole thing through Herring.^' That was done, and accordingly Fisher has never been paid. 
There is a letter to wMch I will particularly call your attention. . It is one sea^ by . Pahner to 
Pratt on the 19th. of November, 1855 : — ''You will place ihe 502. which: I have just paid you 
and the 4502. you will receive by Mr. Herring — ^together 5002.;<-«nd the .2002. you received on 
Saturday" [That is the 2002. which Fisher paid to Pratt at the express request of Cook,] 
^'towardspayment of my mother's aoceptance for 20002. due on the 25th ofCXstober, mvking 
paid to this day the sum of 18002." Taking that letter with. the one whieh Cook wh>te to Pisher 
on Friday, the IGth, can you doubt that on that day Cook was a most convenient friend to 
Palmer, who c6uld not by possibility do without him! It does not end there. Cook died at 
1 o'clock on the morning of Wednesday, the 21st of November. . If we want to know what 
influence that death had upon Palmer, wie must, take it from the letters. On the 22d of November 
—and I am sure you will make some aUewanoe for a day having dapsed from the death of Coc^ 
—Palmer writes to Pratt, ^'Ev^ since I saw you I have been fully engaged with Cook and not 
able to leave home." l nless he murdered Cook, that is the truest sentence that ever was penned. 
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He watdied the bedsicto of 
his Mend. He was with 
him nij^t and day. He 
attended him as a brother. 
He called his friends aroimd 
him. He did all that the 
most affectionate solicitude 
•oiild do for a firkad, nnress 
he was ]>lotting his <kath. 

"Brer since I saw yon I 
have been ftilly engaged witii 
Cook and not able to leave 
home. I am soiry to say^ 
after all, he died this day. 
Se you had better write to 
Saunders ; bat, mind you, I 
must hare Polestar, if it can 
he 80 arranged ; and, shoiild 
any one call upon you to 
know'what mcmey or moneys 
Cook ever had from you, 
don't answer the question 
till I haye seen you. 

"IwiU8endyouthe75Z. 
to {'morrow, and as soon as 
I have been to Manchester 
you shall hear about other 
moneys. I sat up two full 
sights with Cook, and am 
very much tired out." 



^ifc^ 




TALBOT INN, HUOELEY. 




IHn SHOULDER OF MUTrUN INN, UUOELBY. 
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And did he not ! Was it not true ? It may not "be true that he sat up the whole of thd- 
nights, but he was ready to be called if Cook should be ill. Elizabeth Millfl says, that after the 
firat serious paroxysm on the Monday night she left Palmer in the arm-diair sloepiag by the side 
of the man whom the prosecution says he had attempted to murder. No ; muzdersiB do not 
sleep by their victims. What was Pratt's answer to Palmer's letter t I will wad it thai yon 
may see what quick ruin Cook's death brought upon Palmer. That answer, dated November 22, 
is as follows : — 

'* I have your note, and am greatly disappointed at the non-receipt of tke leoney as proMiBed, 
and at the vague asBuranoes as to any money. I can understand, 'tis tme, that yonr heuig 
detained by the illness of your friend has been the cause of not sending . up 'Hie larger 
amount) but the smaller sum you ought to have sent. If anything unpleasaiit oocuss yon mast 
thank yourself. 

<< The death of Mr. Cook will now compel you to look about as to Uie payment of the bill for 
5002. on the 2nd of December. 

**J:haTe written Saimders, informing him of my claim, tad requesting to know by. return 
whitt ^claim he has for keep and training. I send down copy of bill of «ale to Crubble, to see it 
enfbwed.*' 

fk> ^that the first effect of Cook's death was, in the opinion of Pratt, who knew all abont it^ to 
saddle Palmer with the sum of 500/. Now, I will undertake to satisfy you that the (raasaetious 
outof which that bill for 5002. arose were transactions for. Cook's benefit, and in which. Palmer 
lent his same to accommodate Cook, upon whose death he became primarily and aloaie ire^muible 
for the bill. Let4&e state the view which my learned Mend (the Attomey-€haerai) takes of that 
trafisMtion, became I intend to meet his case foot by foot, and I shall, I hope, convinoe him that, 
if he had 'had the option, he would never have taken up this case — the Crown would never have 
appeared in it. The universal feeling in the country was, however, such as to raider it impwsihle 
that the case should not be tried, after the verdict of wilfal murder had been obtained npon the 
evidence of Dr. Taylor ; and the Crown felt that it would be neglecting its solemn duty to.proteek 
every one of the Queen's subjects, if it iid not take care that a man, against whom tbere wm 
so much prejudice — a man leading the life which Palmer has led, disgraced, as H is said, 
by forgeries to a large amount, and a gambler by profession, should have a fair trial. There was 
no way of securing that, as my learned Mend at once saw, no possibility of the prisoner's being 
saved, except by giving to the counsel who defended him all the information which my learned 
friend himself possessed. The view which my learned friend takes of the 500/. transaction, the 
thoery on which he thinks it probable that Palmer plotted the death of Cook, is this : — 

'* Pratt still declining to advance the money, Palmer proposed an assignment by Cook of two 
race-horses, one called Polestar, which won the Shrewsbory races, and another called Sirius. 
That assignment was afterwards executed by Cook in favour of Pratt, and Cook, therefore, was 
clearly entitled to the money which was raised upon that security, which realised 375/. ia 
cash, and a wine warrant for 65/. Palmer contrived, however, that the money and the wine 
warrant should be sent to him, and not to Cook. Mr. Pratt sent down his check to Palmer in 
the country on a stamp, as the act of Parliamient required, and he availed himself of the oppor- 
tunity now afforded by law of striking out the word ^bearer,' and writing 'order,' the effect 
of which was to necessitate the endorsement of Cook on the back of the check. It was not 
intended by Palmer that those proceeds should &11 into Cook's hands, and accordingly he 
forged the name of John Parsons Cook on the back of that check. Qook never received the 
money, and you will see that» within ten days from that period when he eame to his end, the 
bill in respect of that transaction, which was at three months, would hsfe &llan due, when 
it must have become apparent that Palmer received the money, and that in order to obtain it> 
he had forged the endorsement of Cook." 

That is the view which the prosecution take of the case, and I think I shall be able to satisfy 
you that it cannot possibly be a correct one. We know from Piatt exactly ^what took pkee. 
Palmer wrote to him, saying — 

"I have undertaken to get the enclosed bill cashed for Mr. Cook. You had the 200/. bill 
qf 'his. He is a very good and responsible man. Will you do it ? I will put my name to 
the bill." -^ , *- -^ 

•^0 that it was represented to Piatt as a transaction for the accommodation of ^Cook. Pratt's 
answer to that is — 

''•If Mr. Cook chooses to give me security, I have no objection ; but he must execute a bill of 
Fale on his two horses, Polestar and Sirius ; more, he' must execute a power of attorney, and 
his signature to both must be witnessed by some solicitor in the country, so that I may be 
quite sue that it is a really valid security. If Cook will do ^hat' I will give him 875/. in 
money, and a wine warrant for 65/. ;^ which, ohargii% 30/. for expenses, and 50/. for discount^ 
wiU make 500/." 

There can be no doubt that Cook attached great value to Sirius and Polestar, which mare irtis 
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piMj ikm hoohtd IbT tbe «ig»0eme&i8 io-i^uch flhe wm so much money fit Slurewsbniy ; 
I andiiu to the laafr degree improbable that Jbe would have ezeeuted this bill of sale, with* 
power cf aMorney to enable the mortgagee or aMigaee to enforce it at once efifectually, and yet 
bunreoei^ no bmo^. Woal4 be^ if aoch bad been the case, bare remained quiet to tbe day. 
of bie death, and neter bare written to Pratt to 9ay that altbougb be bad sent bim tbe required 
doomcnlsbe bad neyer reeeiyed tbe tBM>uey ? Cook was as much in want of money as Palmer 
Ttf ; and would be Abue baye tbrown away bis money ? Jfi it oredible that if Palmer bad 
UNappropriated ibe eibeck be eould for :tbree months have k^t Cook in ignorance of the trana- 
wti(tt f is it not pvobaUe that Cook's name was written on tbe check with bis full knowledge 
wd OQDSsat ? It is net suggested that there was aj»y att«iQp:t to imitate bis handwriting. 
Ib it more probable thsit Cook, who I will prove to you from lli.e letter, wanted ready money, 
and vho woakl probably be put to inconvenience by receiving only a check which he would not 
get ttshed fta a day or two, took tbe ready n^ey — 81.6/., wldcb P^tt sent at the same 
tiflM to Palmer^and that Palmer took tbe check ? On the 6th of September Palmer wrote 
toPmtt:— 

"I reedyedibe check for the 100Z.,and will thank youtoletj];ie baye tbe Z151. by return of post, 
if ponibie ; if not, send it me (certain) by Monday n^t's post^ to the Post-office, Doncaster. I 
wvffllnun to you Cook's papers signed, &c., and he wants tbe money on Saturday, if he can 
We it ; but I baye net promised it for Saturday. J told bim be should have it on Tuesday 
oMning at Doncaster ; so please enclose it with min^ in cash, m a registered letter, and be 
nuut pay for it being registered. Do not let it be later {than Mon^y night's post to Doncaster." 
So that Palmer aaked that it should be sent like his oikq, Cool^ aooording to the letter, wanting 
it in ash. Psajtt replied to Palmer, acknowledging tbejrece^ of tbe documents, and promising 
tiitt lie would send bim bis money to Doncaster .on the Monday^ .md would endeavoor to let 
Oook ha^ bis at tbe same time. On the 9th of -Sei^tember Palmor mxote to Pratt : — 

" Ion most send me, for Mr. Cook, by JiCondf^r night's po^t ,(tP (the Poet-office, Doncaster), 
3^^. inptead of 5752., and the wine wanmuit, so 'that I can bwadit to bim with the 375^., and 
tbit will he allowing yon 502. for tbe diaocmni^ &c. I shaU then^ 102., and I expect I shall 
liAse to take to the wine, and give him ,tbe money ; but I sbaU not do so if you do not send 8852., 
^ be good enou^ to encbwe my 31^ iptb it, in cash, in a r^intesred letter, and direct it to 
loe to the Poet-<^&oe» Doncaster." 

bk these letters there is an intimaj&on that Cook wanted the money on tbe Saturc^. He was 
iiioonTeiuenoed by only getting a check upon London, which be eould not immediately change ; 
ud, therefore, PaJmer gave him tbe money and took tbe obeok. It is .remarkable that, when 
we look to the banking account of Palmer at Bugeley, we find .that the 9,752. js paid in by some- 
^y to his account, but that the 315Z. is not paid in' to bis aocovmt at all. . The bill was 
^oeepted f<v Cook's accommodation. Cook gave eecurity for it, and be ioiwv, during the three 
numths which elapsed before his death, complained to Pratt <tbat be ,bad not received the money 
for it. I submit that tbe fair version of the transaction is -that which is given in a letter from 
Pahner— that Palmer let Cook have the cash, and himself took the check, having Cook's 
Authority to put his name at the back of it. How else can you account for the silence of Cook, 
aadi)r ibe fact that tbe 3752. is paid into the Rugeley Bank, bat there is no trace of the 3152. 1 
This being so, the result of Cook's death was to make Palmer liable for tbe 5002. bill, on tbe back 
of .which he had put bis name. Therefore, I submit to yon, that on the second motive suggested 
^y my learned fHend (tbe Attorney-General), the case has entirely failed. In addition to this, 
Wever, we find from, these letters the difficulties which the death of Cook brought upon Palmer. 
Weibd the disappointment of Pratt that be could send no more money, tbe bill for 500Z., the danger 
ofikMjiig Polestar, which Palmer very much wanted to have, and wbidi Pratt would, unless paid the 
soot, (nring to the banuner in order to realise his security ; and we find that inquiries were at once 
sppreheaded from Cook's friends as to the moneys which Pratt bad paid to Cook, and tbe pro- 
We yalue wbieb the latter bad received for the endorsements and acceptances which he had 
SivHD. There ia another, although not so strong a reason, why it is improbable that Palmer . 
"bitld bave desired tbe death of Cook. Mr. Weatberby has told us to-day that, although it 
frequently happens that tbe moneys won at a raoe .are sent v^ by tbe clerk of tbe course in a 
▼eek,after the nine, yet that. does not always happen. On Tuesday, November tbe 20th, on the 
i»|^t of wbiob day be died, Cook, who was then perfectly sensible, perfectly comfortable and 
^VNTy.and enjoying tbe aociety of bis friend Mr. Jones, gave to Palmer a check for 3502. upon 
Weatiierby's. if Palmer killed .Cook, and it happened that Fraill bad not sent up the money so 
aa'tojbe >tbiere by Wecbeeday morning, Weather by's would not pay the check, nor would tiiey 
have cashed it if they had received iuformatiun that Cook bad di^ during the night. It actually 
NvMned that %hA obeck when presented was not paid, beoaute Fraill did not send np tbe 
iBMey. iWas it psobable that Palm^, having got from Cook a check for 3802., would have run - 
the risk of losing bia money by destroying him tbe same nigbt ? It is suggested that be obtained 
Uus^becJ^ fraudulently, afid tben^ leyt Qook aboiU^ det^.^e ^i^^ destroyed bim. That was . 
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Bot likely to answer his purpose. He might be oertain that direofly the breath wail oat of Cook's 
body Jones would go to Mr. Steyens ; that Stereos and Bradford, Cook's brother-in-law, would 
go down to Rugeley ; that the death being sudden there would most likely be a pott mortem 
examination ; and that, instead of settling for the 5001, bill and the 3502. check with Cook, he 
would have to settle with hard men of busineaB, men who cared nothing for him, wlio voold 
probably look upon him as a '* leg ** upon the turf, and would regard neithk* his feelingB nor kui 
interests, but would let him go to ruin any way he might, not stirring a finger to aaye him. Is 
it probable that a shrewd intelligent man of business would make such a choice as that ? More 

than this, we know that at 
the Tery time Herrinf held 
one bill for 500/., and three 
for 2001, each, to which there 
were the names of both 
Palmer and Cook, and for 
all of which, either in the 
whole or in the part, Cook 
must, unless he mdied to 
his own ruin, provide. If 
Palmer put Cook to death he 
immediately became aiMj 
liable, not only for these 
bills, but for that as se- 
curity for which the hill of 
sale was executed on Sirins 
and Polestar, which ▼oaU 
not be so eas Jy renewed as 
those for the large sums od 
which the enormoos nsnij 
was paid. The bill vonld 
Tery likely soon find its way 
to his mother, and thai it 
should do so would not rait 
Palmer, for his mother is a 
respectable and serious par- 
son, who, although she lored 
her son, did not like and 
gaye no encouragement to 
his gambling ; nor did that 
excellent and most honoor 
able man who stands bj him 
— ^his brother, who was es- 
tranged from him for a 
length of time until this 
■ calamity came upon hin, 
simply because he disapproved the gambling by which he lived. Cook being dead there was, 
therefore, no one to saye Palmer from ruin, for in all this voluminous evidence there is not the 
smallest trace that there was any one else in the world who would lend Palmer his name orwouW 
assist him to obtain money. If it be, as it is stated, a fact that he forged the name of his mother, 
is not that conclnsiye evidence that he had no other resource but the goodnature — ^the easiness, 
perhaps the foliy of Cook ? Is it then credible that under such circumstances he would have 
desired to bring upon himself not merely the creditors and executors of Cook, but their soliciton 
—-men who in the discharge of their duty to their clients can have no sympathy for any one, and 
with whom no arrangement is possible ? I have, therefore, I hope, shown you that Palmer had 
an interest in the life of Cook. But more than that, was it safe for him that Cook should diet 
Palmer was a man who had a shrewd knowledge of the world and a knowledge of his proftssion, 
and among other things, of chymistry. My learned friends have put in a book which was fonw 
in his house, and among other notes one in which there is this, ''Strychnia kills bycaosiif 
tetanic fixing of the respiratory muscles.*' In the same book there are many other notes. 

Lord Campbell. — The Attorney-General stated that he did not place much reliance vf» 
that note. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee. — ^My learned friend did not press this note, but he thought it was evidcaw 
which ought to be before you (the jury). I use it to satisfy you that Palmer bad studied his pnj 
fession sufficiently to know, and knew perfectly well, that if strychnine were administered it would 
in all probability kill the victim in horrible oonyulsioBS, in a yeiy short time, and in a way m 
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ikikiDg SB to be tlie tolk of » amSL neii^bowbood like Bocetey for a month or more— ^ime 
OKNigli to alarm erezybodj and proYoke inquiry into the circnmstaDces of the death,, which must 
osrtimly, in all probaUlity, end in the detection of goilt. If that is so, was he at that time 
go dreomstanoed as to render it safe fer him to ran the risk of such imspicions ? His brother, 
Walter Palmer, had died in the month of Angnst ; and unless his mother forgave him, or 
neognised the acceptance, his only hope of extraction hem his difficulties lay in getting from 
the Ftince of Wales Office the money due to him as assignee of the policy on his Inrother's life. 
Tint his diance of getting that money was good is shown by the &ct that he refused the offer of 




INSPJSCXOU FIELD, THE DETECTIVE OFFICBR. 

^^^^ce to return the premium, and that it was upon it that Pratt had obtained the discounts, 
and had resolved, under the direction of Palmer, to put it in suit. It was really the only unpledged 
property which he had, and how he was situated with r^^ard to it appears from the letters and from 
^6 evidence. The insurance company, annoyed at being called upon to pay so large a sum, were 
oetemined to do all they could to resist it. They accordingly sent Inspector Field and his man to 
°^wrd to make inquiries. They could not do this without talking, and this had been going on for 
some time. (To show th^t this had been the case the learned S^cjeant read the deposition of 
"»« witness I>eane, who was examined yesterday.] So that just before the death of Cook, 
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Pftfaiiar knew Umsekf to be tk« Mibjeot- of yrHaM b« iypGtmA fvom hie tfotiMs t(» oonnder ft^iMit 
vzilbnnded and nnwamuxtabld raijpieion. Be pnt the policy iifto the kaaods of «n aMjonujrio 
enlbroe payaieiit of the sum due upon it. The office met the (Mm by insittoatioas and ioBpixiei 
▼hioh were of a nature to destroy his oharaeter and to bring n]»OA- his head the BWjMoioi of a 
murdter. The pre«nue by Pratt upon Palmer to meet the 20^. bills did net oommdnoe anHnl 
the offioe dispnted the pa^^nent of that policy. All went aa smooth as possible as long ti Pittt 
held what he beliered to be a good security, but when they began to dispute tkatt Pratt writMto 
Pahtier and tells him that the state of lyings is changed. After saying that nothing can Wd«&e 
towards compelling the offioe to pay until <^e 24th, he says in his letter of the 2nd of October :— 

*^ This, you will obserre, quite alters arrangements, and I therefore must request that yon make 
preparations for meeting the two bills due at the end of this month. ... In any event, bear 
in mind that you must be prepared to cover your mother's •cceptances for the 4000Z. due at the 
end of the month.*' 

There was the pinch. The office would not pay, aitd^ Ms for 4000^ were coming dne. If 
anything occurred to increase the suspidons of the offtee— which was yery unwilling to pay— 
all chance of the 18,0002. was lost. That 13,000?. is mt^ to be paid, unless that man (pointing 
to the prisoner) is convicted of mvfder. Ae sure as he !» saved, and saved I believe he will b^ 
that 13, 0002. will be paitl. There is no defence-^no pretence of a defence. The premium takoi 
was an enormous one, anldf that 13,0002. is good ht him and will pay all his creditors. This 
correspondence of which my learned friend must ha^ taf^ a view different from any vhieh I 
can take, but which I am sore he would have put in, wlsatever had been his view of it— this 
correspondence saves the prisoner if there is common sense iar mao. Here is another letter from 
Pratt to Palmer, dated October the 6th :-* 

"I have your note, ackno'wrledging receipt by your mo<^«r of the 20002. acceptance, due the 
2nd October. Why not let her acknowledge it herself?' You must really not fiiil to come up 
at once, if it be for the purpose of arranging for the pa^aient of the two bills at the end of tiie 
month. Remember I can make no terms for their renewal, and they must be paid. I will of 
course hold the policy for so much as it is worth, but in the present position of the affair, no one 
except your mother, who is liable upon the bills, oftn look upon it as a security. [Tbat vas 
because Simpson and Field were down there making inquiries.] Do not neglect attending to 
this, for imder a recent act bills of exchange are now recovered in a few days. Yon know and 
can appreciate my conduct ift avoiding all trouble and annoyasioe to your mother ; but to that 
there is a limit. I cannot by any representation be a party to Inducing anybody to belieye that 
security exists where there is doubt upon the point. P.S. I cast no doubt upon the capability 
of the office to pay, but m the nature of tiungs, with so large an amount in question, it is not 
to be surprised a^ if they think they have grounds of objection,* they should temporise by 
deky." 

Does not this show that on the ffth of October suspicions were hanging over Palmer's head, 
which would come dowii with irresistible momentum and crush him if there were a suspicion of 
another violent and sudden death ? Do you think that a man who had written in his manual 
what were the effects of strychnine, would risk such a scene as that po'son would develop in the 
presence of the dearest and beet friend of Cook,— a man whom he could not inflneooe,— and a 
medical man, who loved Cook so well as to sleep in the same room with him, I9tat he might be 
ready to attend him in ease he deeded assistance ? Is that common sense ? Are yon going to 
enforce such a theoiy as tha« which Dr. A. Taylor propounded as to the effiecfii which strychnine 
produces upon rabbits? Impossible — perfectly impossible ! I will prove the position in which 
Palmer stood still more clearly. On the 10th of October Pratt, in a letter addressed to him, says *••' 

''I may add that I hear they (the insurance company) have been making inquiries in ereiy 
direstion." 

To be sure, they had. Field, the detective officer, had been at Stafford, where Jie could make 
inquiries as well as at Rugeley. 

** But on what they ground their dissatisfaction is as yet a mystery. In any event no step can 
be taken to compel payment until after the 4th of December." 

It is plain that suspicions were then rife, or that attempts were made to excite suspicions agjuns* 
him with regard to the death of Walter Palmer. On the 18th of October Pratt endofled to 
Palmer a letter from the solicitor of the company, stating that the directors had determined up® 
declining to pay the amount claimed ; but tbat^ although the facts disclosed in the cp^°*°^ 
their inquiries Would have warranted their retention of the premiums which had been paid, W 
were prepared to refund them: to anyone who miglA be shown to be legally entitled ^^ 
Palmer determined iiiat the money should bo paid ; and a ciise was laid before Sir ^^'^'J, ?^' 
If anything happened to Cook by foul play he had no more chanee of receiving this ^^^Lj^. 
of obtaining 130,0002. Prom all this I infer, not only that Palmer had no interest i"^ 
death, but that he had a direct pecnniary interest in his living. I think it is impossible tw 
I shoukl be so mucl^mistaken as that a considerable portion of what I have advanced Bhonld im» 
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be worthy of your attention ; and I therefore submit to you, to the Court, and to my learned 
friend, that tiie case as to this supposed motive for the crime ha^a failed. We now proceed to 
the facts of the case, and in considering them it will be necessary to group them without 
entire reference to dates. I will first i&quire whether the symptoms with which Cook 
i was attacked, and the appeaiJIances pcesented by his body after death were consistent 
with the theory of his having died hy strychnia poison, and inconsistent with that of his 
: havmg died from some natural causes. It is under this head that I shall discuss, I hope not 
^ nndnly, the medical evidence in this cascj aad present to you such observations as occur to me on 
; the witnesses who have been called to support the view which the Crown takes of the effect of that 
\ medical testimony. Cook died at 1 o'clock in the morning of Wednesday, November 21, in the 
presence of Jones. It was no sooner light than Jones posted to.town and saw his stepfather, Mr. 
; Stevens. Mr. Stevens went down to Rugeley audi was introduced to Palmer. Palmer went with 
him to the Talbot Arms, and uncovered the corpse— a bold thing to do if he had murdered him. 
The body was so little emaciated or affected by disease that ^vens wondered if he could be 
dead ; bat he observed some little rigidity about the muscles. Stevens's su^idons were roused ; 
he asked Palmer to dinner, questioned hun about the betting-book, got angry that it was not 
produced, dissembled with Palmer, cross-examined him, went up to town, met him at Euston- 
square, again at Wolverton, at Rugby,, and at Rugeley. At last he gave him to understand that 
he suspected him and intended to pzobe the whole matter to the bottom. He resolved to have a 
pogt mortem examination, and that examination took place. The appearances presented by the 
I body after death were suish as might have been Miticipated by those who were acquainted with 
Mb course of life, his general health, his pm*suits, and, not to say anylAmig hard of him, his 
vice, and the drinking, racing company which he kept. Has father had> died sA 30 years of age, 
his mother about the same a^, a ^w years after her second marriage ; his sister was dead ; and 
he himself was affected by a pulmonary disorder. Cook had been suffering for a long time from 
-a son throat, and bore about him all the signs and indications of having led a licentious life. 
Meed, he appears to have been about as dissipated a.young man as can well be imagined. I do 
not mean to say that he was utterly depraved, or that he was lost to all sense of honour and pro- 
priety; but it does not admit of doubt that his' manner of Mmxi^ was wild, riotous, and extra- 
^sagant. His complaints indicated hia excesses, and he was avowedly addicted to pursuits the 
reverse of commendable. When his body was opened theue was evidisnces of a soreness of the tongue. 
I do not go the length of saying that there was anything to lead: te tile inference tiiat there was an 
a«tual sore at the time of death, but there were follicles ahd symptomsi if not of arecent, certainly of 
a not very remote ulcer. The inside of the mouth had been ulcerated, and the skin ta<ken off on both 
ffldes. There is abundant evidence to show that Cook was himself of opinion that these symptoms 
weresyphilitic. He could scarcely be persuaded to obey the instructions (rf Dr. Savage, the respectable 
and very competent physician whom he consulted, and, though it is admitted that he was not **fool 
enough to go to quack doctors," it is very certain that he was weak enough to follow the counsels 
of every medical man who would venture to give him advice when it coincided with his own 
^ opinion, that mercury was the best thing for his complaint. The spots which are the fatal 
characteristics of his dreadful malady had already made their appearance on his body, and he was . 
haunted by the apprehension that some day, as be was running about the race-course, his face 
▼ould be suddenly covered over with copper blotches, which would leave no doubt on the minds 
of those who saw thtan as to the true nature of his disease. Many a man similarly afected has 
retrieved his position, redeemed his character, and become a virtuous member of society. Far be 
it from me, then, to say one word that would press with undue severity on the memory of the 
*ad 'r but no felse delicacy shaU deter me from the dijicharge of my duty ; and I make these 
JJinarks not in an unkind or censorious spirit, but for the sake of truth, and because the state of 
book's health is a most important element in this uiquiry. It is certain that it was his own 
o^Buon that he was suffering from vimlent syphilis, and in this opinion the medical men who 
originally attended him did not hesitate to concur. That he did not correct his habits is evident 
i!rom the fact that within a recent period of his death he had again become diseased. When his 
body was opened on the second examination, theiift were found between ths delicate membrane 
which the spinal marrow covers and is called the asachnoid, and embedded to some extent in the 
next covering, not so delicate, termed the dura master^ granules about one inch in extent ; 
and I will satisfy you, upon the evidence of witnesses whose authority will iw>* be questioned, that 
if the body had been t^eneii in the- dead-house of any hospital in this metropolis, those granules 
would have been regainfed as spas^^maa affording conclosive explanation of the cause of death. 
Such, then, was the eomilition of Cook's health — a condition but partially and imperfectly 
revealed by the first post mortem examination. That examination was not conducted with the 
«ame minuteness and precision that circumstances rendered necessary on a subsequent occasion, 
■and the syphilitic disease was neither ascertained nor suspected. The stomach was taken 
jnt, and you have heard the suggestion, which, were it not that the Court has ruled it 
' ^ be of n» sigsdfieance, I should have been prepared to disprove, that Palmer attempted 
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to interfere with the operation by slioTing against the medical man engaged in it. The 
inference Bought to be deduced was, that some of the stomach escaped from the jar ; but we hare 
the evidence of Dr. Devonshire himself that such was not the fact. None of it did escape, and 
it was sent up in its entirety to London, there to be analysed by Dr. Taylor and Dr. Rees. Those 
gentlemen examined it with the knowledge that, owing to the report of Palmer having purchased 
a fatal drug from Mr. Roberts on the day of the death, there was a suspicion of foul play. Mr. 
Stevens talked of the fact to Dr. Taylor, and, with the consciousness of it on his mind, tiiat gen- 
tleman wrote a letter attributing the death to antimony. [Dr. Taylor intimated dissent.] Well, 
if the letter is not to be so understood, it is at all events susceptible of this interpretation — Hmt the 
death may have been caused by antimony. Dr. Taylor attends the coroner's inquest^ which, in 
. all probability, is held in consequence of his own letter. He hears ihe evidence of Jones, Roberts, 
and Mills, and it is but natural to presume that these are the witnesses whose testimony has the 
greatest influence on his opinion. He forms his judgment on the evidence of chambermaids^ 
waitresses, and housekeepers, and contrary to the opinion of the medical man who attended Cook 
in his last illness (for be it remembered he had no encouragement from Mr. Jones, tikft surgeon, 
of Lutterworth, a man of age and character to form a sound decision on the case) ; he comes 
boldly and at once to the conclusion that his original notion about antimony having been the 
•cause of death was a mistake, and then he has the incredible imprudence — an imprudence which 
has necessitated this trial, or at all events rendered it necessary that it should take place in this 
form and place — to declare upon his oath to the coroner's jury tiiat he believes that tHe pills 
given to Codk on the Monday and Tuesday contained strychnine, and that Cook was consequently 
poisoned, 'i'hat evidence of his is carried on the wings of the press into every house in tbe 
united kingdom. It becomes known throughout the length and breadth of tha- Ikud! I&vt 
Dr. Taylor, a man who has devoted his life to science, a man of the highest pramnal character, 
and who stands well with his medical friends, has declared — not as a eonjeotucal opinion, 
mark you, nor as a reserved opinion delivered in a private room to a few men whose dis- 
cretion might be relied on — ^but, that in the public room of a public iim, in a littler viSsge- 
where everything that occurs is known, he has declared upon his solemn oariih that ift is Ids* 
belief that Cook died because pills containing strychnine were adtninistered to him on the 
nights of Monday and Tuesday. He had himself failed to discover the fidntest liBoes of 
strychnine, yet, at the coroner's inquest he had the hardihood to declare his conviction thst 
the pills contained strychnine, and that Cook died of them. Has evidence is neither ooosb- 
tent with itself nor with the opinion of Mr. Jones. He takes upon him to pronounce pos- 
tively, in the face of the world, that Cook's disease was nothing else thaai tetanus, and tetuos, 
too, of the kind that can be produced by poison only, and thait poison stryehinne. Ssch 
was Dr. Taylor's testimony ; and on such testimony the coromer's jury returned their verdiflt 
But, merciful Heaven ! in what position are we placed for* the safety of out ownliTes and those of 
our families, if, on evidence such as this, men are to be put upon their trial for foul murder 
as often as a sudden death occurs in any household ! If science is to be allowed to come and 
dogmatise in our courts — and not science that is successful in< its operations or exact in its natare, 
but science that is baffled by its own tests, and bears upon* itoibBeitead the motto^ ''A little 
learning is a dangerovs tiling"— if, I say, science such as this mikf fte suffered to dogmatise in 
our courts, and to utter judgments which its own prooessess Ml ts vindicate, life is no langer 
secure, and there is thrown upon judges and jurymen a weight of responsibility too- grievoua&r 
human nature to endure. If Dr. Taylor had detected the poison by his own tests, 1», witk Ms 
long experience in toxicological studies, would have been an excellent witness for the-Chnnm; M 
he has not found' the poison, and not having seen the patient, and knowing nothing of HisdML'- 
bed symptoms beyond what he gathered from the evidence of an ignorant servanlt gp>^ mA 
of Mr. Jonps, whose testimony does not show that he i^rees with lam. in opinion. Dr. Tagfoctiriite 
himself justified in decllaoring upon his oath in public court that the piUa crateuied strytihnins^ mk 
that Cook was poisoned. If verdicts are to be moulded on testinM0Pr8iRdita»thiB|, whatmeiiisil- 
practitioner is safe ? On wha* ground does Dr. Taylor vindicate his opinion ? Be (fees not sppem 
to hare ever seen one solitary case of strychnine in the human subject, yet, w]i(&)#s>ifaill]Bi»wlefl|se 
that the consequences of his assertion might be disastrous to the prisoner at the htm, h« hasl&e 
4iudacity to assert that the pills, which, for anything he knows to the contrary, were the same 
that Dr. Bamford prepared, contained strychnine, and that Cook was poisoned by it. I have 
quoted the sentiment ** A little learning" is a dangerous thing,'* and assuredly to no science is thai 
maxim so applicable as to the medical. Of all God's works there is no other which so eloquently 
attests our entire dependence on Him and our own utter nothingness as that portal coil in which 
we live, and breathe, and have our being. We are struck with amazement as we contemplate 
it. We feel, we see, we hear; yet the instant that we attempt to give a reason for these 
sensations our path is crossed by the mystery of creation, and all we know is that GK)d created 
man — ^that he is our Omnipotent Maker and we the work of His hands. Yet we fancy that we 
<5an penetrate all mysteries, and there are no bounds to our arrogance: There has been much taft 
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in ihJmhkffHtj of the tiro kbdri id 4alHtiA^idi<i|«.«lne"«id M«Mlii» Br. TMM^.iiifledbr tlie 
Goivi to ezfiaiA the Itomer, dcieriM ii aa ''eonatitiiliQnal." Ferfaaps ^'lelf^ganentbi;" 

- ip^Qid Jiftye done aa well, but let ilvt pMHl» But hrtr is our knoirl0ilgo< a<h«need hj tramsUvtbg 
"idkpatlno''' as eonkitiivtlanal I II iM easy to give an £ii£^ish ttwiBiatidn of that Greeek 
compoolul^ ,b«l the thing i» Ae explaaB what the tnaEdaildoB meairii. What is the meaning of tke 
phiaBB '* oonatitiitional tetmniB ?'' 

Lerd OA]i^BBL&.-^Tetimw not oeoaeioned by extemalinjury. 

Ifr. Seffeant Shei, — Just so, my Lord, or in oiher worda^ tetants iiot referable to any known 
caMe. 'Eh%, in trath, icfikiilathie tteans in a geneial sense ''nnaGGoantable." Not that oonsti- 
Miooaif tetaans is always and inTariably so^.biil that eases of tetanus do contionally occur of 
wkkhi .yoaean ODlysnapeot tbe canae and aitribute ^ by hypothesis to a '^oold,'' or some other 
vagva' adeident. Ib snob eaaea yoa say that lAie disease is idiopathic, not travmatie. The drown 
wiU hare it that Cook's vaa the tetannsof peison, but it ia almost an assumption to say tiiat it 
was tetanus at all. That he died of danTUlsioas, of immediately after ihem » is certain, and that tiiey 
were oonvnlaions similar tetfaoss from which be suffered on the^ preceding night is beyond all doubt. 
Bat wha* pretence ia thete ier pesitively aoaertiag that they were tetaouiBr at all ? The evidence of 
Mr, Jones faMy inteipctiied cannotbe ctmstmad otherwise than as intimating an mipression that 
tliey were ^eonriilsioas thai partbok of a tfltaiuo character. That might be, and yet the malady 
m^ not be tetanus^ It is bad reaaonin^^most defective logic — ^to argue wHhotit positive 
pinof of the fact tha* the diasaae vaa tetbnu^ and no other tetanus in the world than that pro- 
dneed by poison* FoUowing tiie iteaak dragged for them by the tozicologistB, ih» Onfwn hare 
thpui^t proper to im(»ttd- the death of this man to the i)oison of strychnine. It is for them to 
pirave the fa^. We contest it, but it by no means follows that we should be boond to explain the 
death ob other grounds. If We can satisfy you that this man was assuled by any one of tile 
niuneKom kinds of oonvnlsians to w^ieh humanity is liable, and that he- was aspnyxiated or 
deprited of life when writhing in scnne sudden spasm or paroxysm, we shall have done atl that 
eaa in fiurmess be demanded of us, unless, indeed, the Crown shall be prepared to prove that 
Cook's symptoms were iireeoncileable with any otiier doctrine thfn of death by strychnine. This 
tfiey hatre not done and caBnot doi I propose to csll your attention to the statements: of the 
Witnesses Milbs and Jones with reatieot td tlie symptoms they observed in Cook on the evenmgs of 
Monday and Tuesday, and, having dimerso^ I will submit to your candid judgment whether those 
symptoms may ncit be store natuxa^y aeoounted for l^ attributing them to cenvulraons which are 
not tetaaie at all, and most sesuredly not tetanie iii ^e distinetiye character of strychnine, but 
whkii nu^ rather be classed under those ordinary convulsions by means of which it constantly 
l^leases Pitondsnoe to strike men down without leavmg upon their bodies the faintest indleatlens 
fiK>m which the cause of death may be inferred. You have ii on the authority of medical men of 
thfl highest diatinctbn that it sinnetaBBea oesara that men in the prime of life and full vigonir of 
health are smitten to deaAh by convuJeiona tbM leskve uo tnace upon the body of the saffSdrer. 
The stailements of Mills and Jones are- sndi as tp render it unuecesswry to resort to the 
hypothesia of any kind of tetanua, mneh kss to that of strychmne, in aocounting fer the death 
<^ Go<^. Begard being had. to the delicate state of his health, and to the oon4dnually 
recurring demngements of his ednstvtntion, it is far sacfer to conclude that he died of 
olxlinary convukLons than of any dis«ripti«i of tetanu% whether traumatic, idiopathic, or that 
produced l^ peiscm. Nor must we omit to intjuire into the state of his mind. He went to 
Shrewsbury races in the imnunent peril of returning from them a ruined man. His father-in- 
law, Mr. Stevens, assured Pahner that there would not be four thousand shilUi!^ for thone who 
had clmms on his estate. From tha neoessil^ he was under of raising money at an enormous 
discount^ we may easily infer that he was in desperate difficulties, and that, unless some sudden 
iraeoeBB on the turf shoukb retrieve his fortunes, his case was hopeless. His health shattered, 
ilia mind distracted, he had long, been cherishing the hope that ''Folestar " would win, and so 

• imi him in possession of a sum amounting, in stakes and winnings, to something like a thousand 
.goineas. The mare, it is true, was hardly his own, for she had been mortgaged, and if she 
should lose^ she would became tiie property of another penon. Picture to yoursehres what must 
hare been the condition, mental and bmlily, of tlmt yonng man when he rose from his bed on the 
Btoming of the races. It is soareely posable that, as he went down to breaklluBit, tl»s thought 
must not have oroased bin mind, ** My fete is trembling in the balance ; this is the crisis of my 
d^rtiny ; unless my horse shall win, and give me one chance more of recovering myself, to-night I 
ana a beggar." With these feelings he r^paifs to» the raeeHceurse. Another race is run before 
^^Polestar" is brou|j;ht out. His itnpstienoe is extreme. He looks on in a state of agonising 
excxteaaent. Will the mmntes nev^ fly ? At last arrives the decisive moment. The time has 
arrived for his race. The flag i^ dropped ; the horses start ; his mare wins easily, and he, her 
naater, has won a thousand guineaa 1 For thfjee minutes he is not able to speak, so intense is 
his eanotaon. Slowly he recovers his ntteranee^ and then how rapturous is his joy ! He is saved, 
he Mt'aa^ed 1 Another ohanca to netrieve hia poaition^ one chanee more to recover hischaraetet- ! 
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As yet^ »l aU trreatit^ ke vill nut be a dngnee to lik fluniiy and Us friflnd*. Cmody% Mm to be, 
witb all )ii8 faoltB, an liononrable young man, and yoa may tanly imagmo wbat bia eeaUMsy mut 
bave been. He loree the memoiy of bia dead mother-^fae itill reyeranoes the name of bis firther 
— be is jealous of bis sister^s bononr, and it may be that be ckerishea silently in bia bent tito 
thought of some other being deaier still than alj, to whom the story of bis mhi would bring 
bitter anguish. But he is not ruined ; he will meet bis engagements bke an bonanrable man. 
There is now no danger of his being an outeast^ an adTentnrer, a black-leg. He will live to 
redeem his position, and to give joy to those who lore him. With such thoughts in 
his heart, he returns to his inn in a state of indescribable elation, and with a reTubkn 
from despair that must hare ctmvulsed — ^thouj^h not in the sense of illnesa— -e^veiy fibre 
of his £rame. His first idea is to entertain his firiends, and be does so. The eWdoBoe 
does not prove that he drank to excess^ but be gare a champagne dinner, and ws all 
know that is a luxurious entertainment, at which there is no stint^ and not mueb self- 
respect. That erening he did not spend in the society of Palmer; indeed it is not dear in 
whose company he spent it. But we find him on the evening of Wednesday at the *' Unicora," 
with Saunders, his trainer, and a lady. On Thursday he walks upon the course, and 
Herring remonstrates with him for doing so, as the day is damp and misty, and the ground wet 
That night he is seized with illness, and he continues ailing until his death at Bug^ey. Arrived 
at Eugeley, it is but natural to suppose that a reaction of feeling may have set in. Then the 
(lark side of the picture may have presented itself to his imagLoatioB. The chilling thonght may 
have come upon him that his winnings were already forestalled, and would scarcely suffice to 8av« 
him frpm destruction. It is when saffering from a weakened body, and an irritated and excited 
mind« that he is attacked by a sickness which dings to his system, leaves him without aoy rest, 
incapacitates him from taking food, distracts his nerves, and places him in imminent danger ef 

• £Uling a victim to any sudden attack of convulsions to which he may have a predispositioB. He 
reHshed no society so much as that of Palmer, whose residence was immediately opposite the 
Talbot Arms Inn, where he was lying oh his sick bed. For two ni^ts he had been taJdng opiole 
pills prescribed by Dr. Bamford^ On. Sunday nighty at 12 o'dook, he started as from a dream in 
a state of the utmost excitement and alarm. He admitted afterwards that for two minutes he 
was mad, but he could not ascribe it to anything unless to his having been awakened by a squabbla 
in the street. But do no such things happen to people of sound constitutions and regular habits ? 
Do no such people awaken in agony and delirium beoaose there is a noise under their windows t 
No, these are the afflictions of the dissipated and the anxious, whose bodies are shattered and 
whose minds are distracted. Next day, Monday, he was pretty well, but not so well as to momt 
his horse, or to take a walk in the fields. He could converse with his trainer and jockey, bub be 
took no substantial food, and drank not a drop of braody-and-water. You will bear in lamd 
that Palmer was not with him that day. In the middle of the night he was seized withaa 
attack similar in character to that of the night preceding^ but manifestly much milder, for lie 
retained his consciousness throughout it, and was not mad for a moment. The evidence «f 
Elizabeth Mills is conclusive on tiie point. [The learned Sezjeant read some passages from the 
deposition of the witness in question.] At 8 o'clock on the following day (Tuesday) Mr. Jones, 
the Surgeon of Lutterworth, arrived, and spent a considerable time — probably from 8 to 7 

' o'clock—in his company. They had abundant opportunity for conversing confideiltially, and tKey 
were likely to have done so, for they were very intimate, and Jones api)ears to have been on more 
^Mniliar terms with Cook than was any other person, not even excepting Mr. Stevens. Nothing 
occurred, in the entire and unbounded confid^ioe which must have existed between Mr. Cook and 
Mr. Jones, to raise any suspicions in the mind of Mr. Jones ; and at the consultation which took 
place between 7 and 8 o'dock on Tuesday evening between Jone^ Palmer, and Bamford, as to 
what the medicine for that evening should be, the fit of the Monday night was not meiitioned. 
That is a remarkable fact. The Grown may say that it is remarkable, inasmuch as Palmer knew 

, it, and said not a word about it ; but I think that it shows that the fit was so littie serious in the 
opinion of Cook, that he did not think it worth mentioning to his intimate friend Jones. If Cook 
had not given to Elizabeth Mills a rather ex^gerated description o^what had occurred, would he 
not have said to Mr. Jones, when he came from Lutterworth to see him, '* You can't judge 
of my condition from my appearance now, for I was in a state of perfect madness over nighty §ii 
in £^t I thought that I was going to die ? " Evidentiy he would have said something of ^at sort, 
and if he had Mr. Jones would have mentioned it at the consultation. My inference, then, is 
that the first statement which was made by Elizabeth Mills, was the correct statement* of what 
occurred. Palmer, in the presence of Jones, administered two pills to Mr. Cook, which it is 
supposed poisoned him< — which contained a substance, which sometimes does its deadly work in a 
quarter of an hour — which has done it in less, and which rarely exceeds half an hour ; and ire 
are adced to believe that, in spite of Cook's objecting in the presence of his .friend to take the 
pills, Palmer positively fcn-oed them down his throat at the inumnent peril of the man fiilliig 
dewB in a few minutes in eonvulsions evidently tetanic. As in the course of the examination of 
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ICr. Jones the word *' teianvs" was used, it is right that I should say a word upon that sub- 
ject. The word '' tetaniis" is not in his deposition ; but I tell you what is in it, andi it is one 
of ike most remarkable fifiatuxes in this case^ because it shows how people, when they get a theory 
into their heads, will fitg that theory, how thJqr will stretch it to the rery utmost, and make it 
lit into Vct9 6zaot place in whidi they wish to put it. We hare it now in th« endenoe of Dr. 
Taylor that al the inquest 
be sat next to Mr. JXesne, 
the attorney's clerk, andsug- 
gested the questicms which 
it was necessary in his judg- 
ment to pat in order to 
elidiihe truth as to the * 
symptoms of "Mx, Cook's 
^Qsease. Now, fimcy Dr. 
Taylor, who had had a letter 
teUing him that there was 
a. snspidbon of stryehnine, 
and who had all but made 
up his mind at that time te 
state positively upon oath 
his opinion that the ]^lls 
given on Monday and Tues- ^ 
day nights contained strych- 
nine ; £aicy 

The Attorney-General, — ^ 

I am sorry that my learned 
friead should be misled uix>n 
a matter of iact ; but I am 
told that Dr. Taylor was 
not present when Mr. Jones 
was examined. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee con- 
tinued. — Then the obserra- 
tions which I was about to 
make do not apply ; and all I 
can say is, that Mr. Jones 

had probably in his mind's eye when he gare that eyidenoe, "a recollection of what he had seen 
on the Tuesday night. He could not have seen very accurately, however, for he said 
that there was only one candle in the room, and that he had not light enough to see the 
patient^s fiice, and ^t he could not tell whether there was much change in the countenance 
of the deceased — a very important fitct when the doctors all say that Cook's disease cannot 
hare been traumatic tetanus, because there is always a peculiar expression of the countenance 
in those cases, which was not observable in Cook. However, Mr. Jones, who is a com- 
petent profeanonal man, gave his evidence, and it is quite clear that the notion of 
tetanus must have entered into his mind, because I find in the depositions that the 
coroner's clerk first put down <' tetanus ; " and the probability, I think, is, that the disease did 
ooenr to Mr. Jones at the time, and that he used the word, because the clerk never could have 
invented it. Then ''tetanus" is struck out ; then the word << convulsions" is written, and also 
stTm<^ out ; and, as the sentence stands, it is, ' ' There were strong symptoms of violent convulsions. " 
What is the fair inference from that ? Why, that the man who saw Cook in this paroxysm did 
not think himself justified in saying that it was a tetanic ccmvulsion at all, though it was very 
like tetanus. Now, I will just call your attention to the features of general convulsions as 
described in cross-examination by the medical witnesses, in order to show that the convulsions of 
whioh Cook died were not tetanic, properly speaking, but were of that strong and irregular kind 
which cannot be dassed under the head of tetanus, either traumatic or idiopathic, but under the 
head of general convulsions. I propose upon this part of the case to read an extract from the 
work of Dr. Copland, which will enable you to judge whether Cook's complaint bears a greater 
resemblance to general eonvulsions than to traumatic tetanus or strychnine tetanus. Before doing 
se, however, I would observe that the only persons who can be supposed to know anything of 
tetanus not traumatic are physicians, and that not one of that most honourable class of men (who 
see the attacks of patioits in thdr beds, and not in the hospital) has been called by the Crown, 
with the exception of Dr.' Todd, who is a most respectable man, and who gave his evidence in 
such a way as to opmn^and the respect of every one ; but even his pracUoe appears to be not so 
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much that of a phyiuian ag of b surgeon. I am aistrnoM itetl-flfaaU be able ta dionr hj ike 
most emiheot inen dh the profiiemoxi that the deaoriplioii -which I am -about to read irom Pr. 
Ccphuid's box^k,' the IHctiom^y o/ Prcu»i(xU MrndtcipSy is ike itroe deaerlption of geneeal eon- 
viilsioiis. Iq- that book I ^d the fi)lk)itdng, imder^iiin head of ' * Gonvdlsioiis : "-^ 

^* Definition. — V-M^ent and inrohmtapf coniaradtLou of a part «r of ihe whole < of the bed;, 
sometimes with rigidity and tension (tonic conyolsions), bnt more fEwqmenilj mtb tanmltaQW 
agitations, consisting of alternating shocks (clonic convulsions) that come <on svddealy, either ia 
recurring or in distant paroxysms, and after irregular and uncertain intormb." 

The article then goes o& :— 

'* If we take the character of the spasm in respect of permanency, rigidity, i:ela90iifekni, and 
recurrence as a basis of arrangement of all the diseases attended by abniDmial action jof voluntary 
muscles, we shall have every grade, passiog imperceptibly from the Bdit diciite form of tetanus 
through cramp, epilepsy, eclampsia, convulsions, &c., down to the laoBt 'atonio states ef <du)na 
and tremor.*' 

As to the premonitory symptoms, it says : — 

** The premonitory signs of general convulsions are (mUr alia), vertiga andtdkziiMM, inctalxlity 
of temper, flushings, or alternate flushiog and paleness of the fieboe, nausea^ iretrinUg or Tomitiiig, or 
pain and distension of stomach and left hypochondrium, unusual flatrilaaceiof the atomadi and 
bowels, or other dyspeptic symptoms." 

In farther describing these convulsions the article says : 

''In many instances the general sensibility and consciousness are bnt vergt 8lig^tly.<uiipftired, 
particularly in the more simple cases, and when the proximate cause ii aot Mated •!& *ihe enee- 
phaloa ; but in proportion as this part is affected primarily or conseontiTeiy, aoyi . -fee ■neck apd 
&ce tumid and livid, the cerebral functions are obscui*ed, and the convuLnons att<»ded hiy stupor, 
delirium, &c., or rapidly pass 'into, or are followed by these states." 

Then, it adds : — 

" The paroxysm may cease in a few moments or minutes, or continneibr flom« 'or evwi Btany 
hours. It generally subsides rapidly, the patient experiencing at its termination, :£Kfeigue, kmA' 
ache, or stupor ; but he is usually restored in a short time to the same stateiasbefose the seiswe, 
which is liable to recur in a person once affected, but at uncertain intetvals. After mpMEtod 
attacks the fit sometimes becomes periodic (the convuUio recurrent of authors)." 

And, in detailing the origin of these convulsions it says : — 

'' The most common causes are {inter alia) all emotions of the mind nhkh exdte the nertOBS 
power and determine the blood to the head, as joy, anger, religuraai^aAhusiasm, exeesBrre 
desire, &c., or those which greatly depress the nervous influence, as wtUas diiniiiish and dennge 
the actions of the heart, as fear, terror, anxiety, sadness, distressing intelligeace, fr^tfol 
dreams, &c.--rthe syphilitic poison and repulsion of gout or rhiiwQtttisBi.'' 

Do you believe, if Dr. T^lor.had read that before the iixpust, Hhat he^wonld bave dazwi to 
say that the man died t-om strychnine ? Ifc there one single sympton dn thei8fcatem«ott made in 
the depositions by EUsftbeJii^ 3&iUs -and Mt, Jones which. iiiajr liot be .fflaaed amder otie of ite. 
varieties of convu,tsioii9 which I^. < Oophmd deaeriibes ? It is nixt Sox pm tedmgSMt a theory : bat 
the gentlemen wbom I ^hftU call bo&reyou-^men of the lugha8t>«BiiAente ittrtheir. profesaion, and 
not mere hospital surgeon^, who have «een.nothing of fchls Batarellanititnwimatie-tetaiHiS' — ^wiU tell 
you that Mr. Cook's symptoms if ere Uiose -of general, convulsions, rand not^of tetasos. My belief 
is — and I hope you wiU:eon&*m.it by your verdict — that 3(r. Oooki's oanphunt was not tetaniB 
at all, although it may ^dl hate been— according to tbe'dauttptions:io^>v^ch I shall call ^vnr 
attention— some foim of traumatic or idiopathic tetanus, tlune beingjno broad, ;geiieral.distisdiflo 
or certain con&fte .between idt^^Mc, or self-^gefnerating tetasrns, And. Buwy.^rms of coiuriilsisBs. 
The tetanic farm of cenvuJsions is peetty much the same thjbg jH^idiopBliiacitetaniis ; and when 
we are told by mediqid witnesses that i^ey never, saw a ease, of adiiqm^tto.tfibuiiis, my answer^ 
that is that they lOmst iiave had a ivery limited experieiteei. it vis- nut a dioMse of -very fxetpient 
oQcurrenoe, it is true ; but th^re are gentlemen here ^ho banre .asen cases of idi<q>athie 
tetanus, and they ;are by no mtans of thsA rare oflnunrettce whii^ has been neptoMBtod 
to you by the iwitnesaea ^r the preseevtion. Theife da 'Oae ^raileman here, of v€ry lais» 
pra(sbice at Leeds, whom I sl^U call before. yon, who Attended' s4) the bedside (d Uxa. 
Dove, who has him^lf seen f(Mir cases of idiopathic tetanas. Trakimaticitstoimfl viary f£cq«en% 
oocqrs in hospitals^in fact, it ofteil BUper^Bn^s upon tiie «pe]ttl)ioB6*iof-}the.aii]igeen ; huttitt 
personsto give you :G(^neet.iiifoiwatiQn upon idiopathie<tetadiiis«ner^lihe90«eral4n3aetit>o]ier8 who 
eiyoy tlje oonfideii<}e.of &miUe8, add who haveitheoppOEtnoity of <tisifkiiig.«t th^ dvrellmgs, faetk 
rich, and poor, when they are fttlaoked by any of •those eoinTsuhnvej^fCB^es.isr fits iFJiick>heiicls of 
famUies and brothers and sisters, are so earettil not 'to diaeloflo to .the mrld'ai large. Jhr. Wateea 
is a general practitioiier^iBAd l^e.ifla^s iuhas Lectures om ike J^ri^uHpUs and P^aetieejof Phym, 
that most c^ses-of tetfiAUS jputy be traced to oae of- two calrcmh-^hidiiaris, ^qpif>8nre to: the cold. 
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or sodden aiUnmtitmB of ieo^enkkurc^ and bodi^ iajniy* '* It ^as ^a Inown to anise,** h6 
says, ''from causeaso sfight as these, — the Btioklng of a fifih'bone in -the fauces, the air caused 
by a musket shot, the stroke of a whip-lash under the^ye, leaving the Bkin-unbraken,.the.cuttiD|r 
of a com, ihe biting of the fingep by a tame spanx>w, the blow of a stick on the neck, th« i&ser' 
tion of a setan, the extraction of a tooth, the ii\jeotion of a hydroeele, and the operation of 
cupping." He goes on to say that when the disease arises from exposure to the oold or damp it 
comes on earlier than on other occasions — often in a few hours — so that if the exposure takes 
plaee in the night the complaint may begin to manifest itself next morning. Qe also says that 
although tetanus may be occasioned by a wound, independently of exposure to cold, or of expo- 
sure to cold without bodily injury, there is good reason for thinking Uiat in many instanees one of 
the causes would fail to produce it where both together would call it forth. Dr. Watson adds 
that, although the pathology of tetanus is obscure, we may fairly eome to the conclusion that the 
symptoms are the result of some peculiar condition of the spinal cord,, produced and kept up by. 
irritation of the substance, and that the brain is not involved in the disease ; the modern French 
writers upon the disease hold that it is an inflammable eomplaint^ and that it consists essentiidOly 
of inflammation of the spinal marrow. Now, who shall say that those symptoms whidi were 
spoken to on the day of the inquest by Elizabeth Mills and Mr. Joues may not be ranged under 
one of those forms of tetanus ? Idiopathic tetanus is so like general convulsions that in many 
cases it cannot be distinguished from them ; and to such an extent is this so that Dr. Co(>land 
states that convulsions frequently assume a tetanic appearance. It is true that traumatic tetanus 
begins in four cased out of five hy a seizure of the lower jaw ; but then in the fifth case it does 
not so commence ; and Sir B. Brodie mentions two instances in which it began in the limb which 
was wounded. Now, having gone so fiur, and having endeavoured to satisfy you that the 
symptoms which were spoken to' by those two witnesses in their depositions may be, as I 
am told and instructed ihat they are, rather referable to a violent description of 
general convulsions than to any form of tetanus, let us proceed to inquire whether 
or not the symptoms are consistent with what we know of tetanus produced hy 
strychnine ; because, if you shall be satisfied, upon fuU investigation, that they are not 
consistent with the symptoms which are the unquestionable result of stryohia tetanus, then the 
hypothesis of the Crown entirely fails, aod Johu Parsons Cook can't have died of strychnine 
poison. Whether that be so or not will depend in a great degree, as it strikes me — although, of 
course, that will be for you to decide — upon what you think of the evidence of Elizabeth Mills ; 
but, before I go to that evidence, I will call your attention to the description of stvycbnia tetanus 
as given by two very eminent gentlemen, Dr. Taylor and Dr. Cbristison, who were called for the 
Crown the other day ; and, if you find from their description that strychnia tetanus is a 
different thing from the picture first given of the attack and paroxysms by ElLsabeth Mills 
and Mr, Jones, you will, I think, have great difficulty in determining that ,Mr. Cook died 
from strychnine. Let us first take Dr. Taylor's description of stiychnia tetanus. I am not 
sure vrhether he stated that he had ever seen a case of. strychnia tetanus in a human subject ; but 
we must be just to Dr. Taylor. He has had large and extensive reading on the subject on 
which be writes, and it is not to be supposed that he has set down in his book what he has 
not found established upon respectable authority. Therefore, although we bave it second-hand 
in the book, we must suppose that Dr. Taylor knows something of the subject. In his work 
upon strychnia poisoning. Dr. Taylor says, *' that in from 5 to 20 minutes after the poison has 
been swallowed the patient is suddenly seized with tetanic symptons affecting the whole of the 
muscular system, the body becoming rigid, the limbs stretched out, and the jaws so fixed that 
considerable difficulty is expenenced in introducing anything iuto the mouth." But according to 
the statement of the witnesses, Mr. Cook was sitting up in bed, beating the bedclothes, talking, 
frequently telling the people about him to go for Palmer, asking for 'Hhe remedy,*' and ready to . 
swallow whatever was given him. There was no *' considerable difficulty in introdudug anything 
into the mouth,'* and the paroxysm, instead of beginning within ^'from 5 to 20 minutes after 
the poison was supposed to have been swallowed," did not begin for an hour and a-half 
afierwai'ds. Dr. Taylor further on states, " After several such attacks, increasiog in severity, 
the patient dies asphyxiated." Now I submit, althoug^i there are some of these symptoms 
in ihis ease, as there will be in every case of violent convulsions, that this is not a 
description of the case of John Parsons Cook. The other medical authority to whom I said 
I should refer,' is Dr. Cbristison. He says that the symptoms produced by strychnine are 
very uncommon and striking— the animal begins to tremble, and is seized with stiffness 
and a starting of the limbs. Those symptoms increase, till at length the animal is attacked 
by general spasms. The fit is then succeeded by an intei*val of calm, during which the 
senses are impaired or are unnaturally acute ; but anotlier paroxysm soon sets in, and 
then another and another, until at last a fit occurs more violent than any that had preceded it, 
and the animal perishes suffocated. Now, who can say that that description at all tallies with 
the aceount of Mr. Cook's symptoms? I kno;v exactly what Dr. Cbristison, mofuas 1^ this 
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danm^WD, beowuo I liaye bad ike adTftstege of haTing had aeyeiml escperiaieBis performed io 
my pNseaoe by Dr. Leiheby, whiob enable me to ondentand it. One of those etpeftmenits was 
this : — ^A dog had a grain of strychnine put into hie mouth, and for about 20 or 85 minutes he 
remained periisctly well. Suddenly he fell down upon his side^ and his legs were diretcbed out in 
a most violent way. He was as stiff as it was possible to be. In that state the ^og remaumed, 
with an oecasional jerk, for two or three minutes. In a short time he recoyered and got up, but 
he appeared to be dissy and imeomfortable, and was afraid to move. If you touch <*d him he 
shrank and twitched, and after another minute down he went again. He got up again and fdl 
down again, and at last he had a tremendous struggle, and then he died. fDiat is what 
Dr. Chrbstison means by his description. If the dose had not been sufficient to kiU the dog it 
would have been longer in -producing an effect; the paroxysms would haye occurred at more 
distant intervals, and they would have been less and less severe until the animal recovered. But 
if the dose be strong enough to kill, the interval between the paroxysms is short, and at last one 
occurs which is strong enough to kill. Just before the animal dies the limbs become as supple 
and free as it is possible to conceive the limbs of an animal to be. Whichever way you put the 
limbs of ihe animal after it is quite dead, the rigor mortueomeB on after a time, and they remain 
in any position in which they are placed. I saw aa experiment performed also upon two rabbits. 
The syniptoms were substantially the same ; the limbs of both of them were quite flaccid 
immediisttely upon death ; and during the intervals between the paroxysms tiie animals 
shuddered and were extremely '* touchy." Now, gentlemen, I will give you my reasons for 
saying that) according to their own principles, as adduced in evidence by the Crown, Mr. Cook's 
Gk^rth cannot have resulted from strychnia poison. I object to the theory of it having resulted 
from strychnia poison — first, on the ground that no case can be found in the books in which, 
while the paroxysms lasted, the patient had so much command over the musdles of animal life 
and voluntary motion « as Mr. Cook bad upon Monday and Tuesday, night. The evidence 
is that he was sitting up in his bed • beating the bedclothes, calling out, and that so 
&r from being afraid of people touching him, he actually asked to have his. neck 
rubbed ; and it was rubbed. I now come to the next reason why we say that death in 
this ease did not result from strychnia poifon ; and I assert that there is no authentic 
case of tetanus from strychnine in which the paroxysm was delayed so long after the 
ingestion of the poison as it was in Mr. Cook's case. Dr. Taylor says, in page 74 of his 
book, that in from 5 to 20 minutes after the poison has been swallowed the tetanic symptoms 
commence ; and then, in support of this statement, he proceeds to cite a number of cases. One 
young lady was "instantly deprived of the power of walking, and fell down." In the next ease, 
which was that of a girl, "tetanic symptoms came on in half an hour.'* The next is a German 
case, taken from the Lancet, and there a young man, aged 17, was "attacked in about a quarter 
of an hour.'- Then there is the case of Dr. Warner, who took half a grain of sulphate of 
strychnine, and died in 15 minutes. Then there is the case of a young woman who took two or 
three drachms of nvx vomica^ and died in between 30 and 40 minutes. Another case is given 
by Dr. Watson in his book, which he himself observed in the Middlesex Hospital, where 
strychnine pills intended for' paralytic patients were taken by mistake. One-twelfth of a grain 
was intended to be administered every six hours ; but unluckily a whole grain was given at one 
time, about 7 o'clock in the evening, and in half an hour it began to exhibit its effects. Dr. 
Watspii says, that "any attempt at movement — even touching the patient by another person- 
brought on a recurrence of the symptoms." It is clear, then,, from all these cases, that the 
interval which elapsed betwiaen the supposed ingestion of the poison and the commencement of 
the paroxysm was much too long — ^three times too long to warrant the supposition that strychnia 
poison had been taken in this case. Thirdly, I submit — and I shall prove — that there is no case 
in which the recovery from a paroxysm of strychnine poison has been so rapid as it vras in Conk's 
case upon Monday night, or in which a patient has endured so long an interval of repose or 
exemption from its symptoms afterwards. In this case of Mr. Cook, according to- the theory of 
the (>bwn, the paroxysms would not have been rei>eated at all if a second dose had not been 
given. There was an end of it when Elizabeth Mills left Palmer sleeping by the side of his friend 
. in an arm chair ; how easy would it have been then, if he had been so disposed, to admuuster 
another dose, and to have hurried into Elizabeth Mills's room and. called out that Cook was ii 
another fit ? Dr. Taylor says in his book that the patient is suddenly seized with spasms affecting 
^the whole system, and that after several such attacks increasing in severity the patient dies 
'afyhyxiated. Dr. Christison holds precisely the same language; but I submit that here there'is 
^rbroad distincUon between the case of Cook and that which these gentlemen state to be the 
distinguishing feature of the disease. I now oome to the pott mortem examination. Dr. Lethebj 
was good enough to dig up from his garden, in order that I might see it^ an animal which had 
been killedli>y strychnine with a view to this inquiry a month before, and to examine the heart before 
me. The heart of that animal was quite full. The heartalso of the dog that was killed in my preseooe 
was quite iulH and so were the hearts of both the rabbits that I saw killed. Now, I am told by a 
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gaxtienuui whom*! iitaJl oaH before yon,' who is not afraid of dogs— and reoiember tiu^t this is rather 
a matter for ex}>enment than of theory — ^I am told that the resalt of an enormouBly large 
proportion of sndi examinktdons-— «ad, indeed, of all of them if they be properly conducted — 'is, 
that the heart is invariably folL At the same time, I am told that if the examiners do the 
thing chinisily they may contrive to get an empty heart. If there be any donbt In your minds, 
however, as to ihe heurt being ftull in these cases, I hope that some momiiq; you will desire 
that a reasoiaable nvmber of animals should be brought into one of the yards here, and that 
yoii will see them die by strychnine, and examine their hearts and form an opinion for your- 
sebres. I have now discussed what may be said to be the theoxy of these matters ; but I have 
not yet met the strong point which was made by the Crown of the evideodce of SUza^th 
Mills. I, upon all occasions, am most relnclant to attabk a witness who is examined upon 
his or h^ oath, and partiealarly if he be in a humble position of life. I am very reluctant 
to impute jteijury to such a person ; and I think that a man who has beeb as /long in the 
profeflEdon as I have been, mnst^ in most cases be pot a fittle to has wits' end when he ru8h.es 
upon the assumption that a person whose statements have, after a consideraUe lapse of time, 
materially varied, is therefore necessarily deliberately perjured. The truth is, ire know perfectly 
wdl that if a considerable interval of time occurs between the first story and the. second stozy, 
and if the intelligent and respectable persons who are anxious to investigate the truth, but who 
still have a strong moral conviction — upon imperfect information— of the guilt of au accused 
parson, will talk to witnesses and say, '* Was there anything of this kind ?" or ''anything of 
that kind f " the witnesses at last catch hold of the phrase or tarm whidi has been so often 
used to them, and having in that way adopted it, they &ncy they may tell it ia court. This 
might have been the case with Elizabeth AfiUs ; and let me point out to you what occurs to me 
to be the right opinion ik&t you should form of that witness. I submit to you that in ^s case 
of life and death — or, indeed, in any case involving a question of real importance to liberty or to 
property — ^that young woman's evidence would not be relied on. In the ordinary administration 
of justice in the civil courts, if a person has upon material points told two different stories^ juries 
aie rarely willing to believe that person ; and in criminal cases the learned judges, without 
altogether rejecting the evidence, point out to the jury the discrepandes which have taken place, 
and submit whether, under all the circumstances, if would be safe to rely upon the testimony 
last given, differing ft<om the statement which was made when the impiression was fresh upon 
the witnees's mind. It cannot be said in this case that fflizabeth Mills was not fully atd &iriy 
examined. I submit that my iMrned frtepd the Attorney-General really made a false point — the 
most unfortunate in the oourse of the pK»ecution — ^in attacking, upon this ground, the coroner, 
Mr. Ward. Just place yourselves, gentlemen, for a moment in the position of the coroner ; and • 
to aisble you the better to do so, just recollect what has passed in the course of this trial in this 
court ; recollect, if you can, how many questions have been put by my learned friends and by me- 
on aoooant of which it has been necessary for counsel to interpose, and ask the learned judges whether 
the qtiestion was a proper one. Our rules of examination are strict, but they are most beneficial, 
because they exclude horn the minds of the jury that loose aad general sort of information, which 
in country towss esi)ecially, is the subject of pothouse stories and market gossip, and substitute 
for it the evidence of actual fitcts which have been seen and are deposed to by the witnesses. 
Imagine the coroner in a large room at a tavern, just under the bedrroom where poor Cook died — 
a crowd of excited villagers in the room, allfull of suspicion produced by the inquiries of the Prince 
of Wales Insnmnee Office about Walter Palmer--and Inspector F^eld there and Inspector Simpson — 
and all impressed with l&e belief that whatever the London doctor said must be true, and that if 
Dr . Alfred Swayne Taylor had made up his mind that it was poison, poison it was. The whole town 
was in a state of uproar and excitement. Every questicmtliat occurred to every body must be put. 
before the coroner— * * Didn't yosi heir so and so ? " " Didn't somebody tell you that some one had 
said so aiKd so ?'' and so on. How is it possible tmder such circumstances to conduct an inquiry 
with the dignity and decorum that are observed in the superior courts ? There was a celebrated 
trial some yeaiB ago in France, in which I remember to hsuve taken great interest^ of the Ministers 
of Charles X. Upon that occasion one witness actually proved that he had read all the pamphlets 
that had been published on the subject^ and he came forward to state what, upon the whole, was 
the result whi<^ those pamphlets. Iiad made upon his mind. It is true that that was in revolu- 
tionary times, but it i^ows to what extent the introduction of a loose system of questioning may 
go. I don't say that Dr. Taylor suggested any but proper questions ; but you must consider the 
dtflicuUaes under which the coroner had to labour, and I am told that he is an exceedingly, good 
l^-wjer, and a most respectable mian.' Dr. Taylor said that the coroner's dmissipn to ask ques- 
aoHB arose, in his opinion, rather from want of knowledge than firom mtention. Of course 
the coroner would not be likely to know the proper questions to put in such a case, but when he 
did know them he seems to have put them. He was right in refusing to put irrelevant qnestiona 
to gratify an inqui»tive juryman : we are ourselves constantly being rebuked by the learned 
judges,' and told to adhere to the rules and not to put questions which are irrelevant. I have now 
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poiiited otii soxh di0ci«pMiciw iiiitlM-erideiicd g^-ran bjf SliU»bflfere-4h*cMt9nttrfl&d before jQ«.t» 
will, I 'think, UatAie it dear to-yaa tbat you cannot lel^r upon hor UstuoMiBy. Since she fiist gave, 
her evidenee Bh« has bad- the iQ«a&9 of knowing what Ss ^ case on Uict pitft of, tU« Oawn. I do 
not meat to Baythat sb» has been tM^oxed by the Czown ; I belieTe tbiit m; loanied ^iend woald 
not hare' called- her i^lW' tboughti she hadt; but filae has had an oippitiumiif of diaooT^iaag by 
internets ^th fie^;«ral diffennt: pnople that the ease fbrtlie pmtecatba i^.ttiatPalan^, haviDg 
firet prepare- the bod)$f of CU»okfor deadly poison by l^e poison of aiitimeoy, aCt^rwaidB^deaiiatched 
him^ih the deadly p<H8oniof stryehninff. Their ease is, that there fvaaan tdbnilusteaUoa ef scKmething 
whitili'had the-efltset of |)Podiic^ng nausea, and irritation (^thastoiaadi. > {These syia^ms. are th^e- 
fore attributed to<tiM persevering intention of tile prisoaer to. lednoe Cook to such a state of 
weakaesB that^ when once ingestion of the deadly pc&son occurred), he was sure to be carried off. 
In ber Evidence b«fere the <»r0ner Ae was aaked whethesp she had tsated the broth 1 She said 
she had^ and* she thmightdt very goed. She did not then :say a wordiftbeut any ill effeets the 
bit)tii had produced^ but she has since learnt thai it is pai* of thaiease of. those out of whose 
hands the Oroivn has takentbe proascution, and that it lathe theory of Or. Taydpr that aU this 
retching and vonriting was the result of a conafcaaiti donag with aatiinonial poisaiu ' She has 
pMbably been fi«qu«i&y.askedcwhelher she was not siok after drinking the broth ; peechaps she 
mayliave be^n si<^ on some Sunday or 'auothei^ and she has pecsuadedihenielf-^for I do not witk 
to impute perjury to her^that-she was made sick by tiie.two table-ispooiifulaof broth which she 
drank. Is it not to the last degree ioenedible that atfarewd^ iatelUgeat nan like Falmei; should 
hav<e exposed llimself'to such' a chance of detection as sending broth whidh hehad poisoned from 
his house, to stand' 'byi the kitchen fire of the Talbet Aims,, when,, sure as- fate, the oook would 
taste -it ? ' Did yoti ever know a tfook who would noi taste bofoth seni by another person,, and said 
to be particulariy good ? It; is aet in the aatnie. of iMngs. A eoek< is a taster» . aha tastes erezy- 
thing, and Palmer musttfaave known tfaaty as sure as ener he sent into, the kitchen broth contain- 
ing antimony, the 'Cook would take it and be ill. Her statraaebt is net. eradibla,. and cannot be 
relied on. Then she said in her eridence before the ooronei that on Sataniay Ckx^ had coffee and 
yemited directly- he swallowed/ iv and that up to the timB she gave him the eofieeahe had soft 
seen Palmer. She waa not-then aw^re thiat the theory of the.giadaal prepaiation' of the body by 
antimony was to fit into thetheoEy ef d^th'from stiyehniae, b«b by the tijBie she came here she 
had become acquainted with that part of the case. My leanied &iend stated that ** Palmer 
ordered him eoifee oa> Saturday morning ; it waa bsen^t lih by tiio. efaambenaaid^ Elizabeth 
Mills, a&d- given to^the prisoner, who had an- opportunity of tampering! with, it before givingit to 
Cook.*' There is all the dif^nrence. between, this statement of my leamad friold and -^at first 
made by Mills before the* coroner. Bat the young woman did nab gO'/iiuiteao far aa that. ' She 
went however to this extent :*^^* Palmer came^or^r at e&ght o'olock and ordered a>oti$>of CQlTee for 
Oook. I gave it to him. I believe Palmer was in the bedroom ai the time. Idid not see him drink 
it. I observed afterwarda that the oofiee had been vomited." Her statwuent wiMi not sostroag 
as that of my leained.^nd^ 'bntAjgreat deal strongec than, the one she mad& befose.'the oonmer. 
Vhe two ^statements are essentially, different^ and the difference between them caiuiists in this — the 
one supports' the itheory soggssted by the prosecution, the other is ^.totally ineonaiflitent.with it. 
Ca& you T^lj on a* woman who makes such alt^wtions • in her-testABkony I That is not alL The 
case suggestedifor thei Crown now is, that Oook. expressed reluotanoe to take the pilla ordered for 
Mni, and that hia reluotanoe was ov^mled by Palmed-. Mills's first statement waa that Oook 
said the piUe-made him-ilL Here she said that tiie pilU which Palmer gave him made him ill. 
B^lhre ^th^ «oronarj too,, die did noft say that Pabntar waa in the bedi<oem hetw^itn nine and tea on 
Mbnday night, -as she ha3< stated. iiene.. ^e makes: him moraafaeatthe bedside of. the man, she 
gives him' a greater opportunity of administaiug-pilis and medidue, she -shows an animits, the 
result, according to the most charitable construction that earn be 'pnt.upaa it,- of a i)er8«asion that 
Palmer must be guilty, but still an animus which shows that ^0 = is aob to be relied on. How 
easily may persons int her condition make mistakes withont intending: to deceive ! It is the just 
punishment of all' fitlsehood that when a lie has once been told iiea&iiot'be netraeted without 
humiliation, and when once thia young woman had been. induced to vary her statemcncts in a 
material partibular shehad not.thejnora] oouzage to 'set herself right. But the partioulara I 
have ^mentioned axe nothiiig< to those to which I will now call, yon^ attoalaen. I impfaeh her 
testinKmyon^e ground tfaattake here gesticulated and gave' her avidenoe ia such a manner that 
if it had been natural andishe had adopted- it at the inquest itrmuatvhave attaaoted the attention 
of J^. Tayl<»r. The remarkable contortians into which sba put. her handsj her mon:^ and her 
neck would, if they had been observed at the inquest^ have beeBiilsdueed to verirtal.ezpressioiv 
and<Feeorded in the depositinns. I am told by Dr. N-unneley, Dr. Eubinson, acd other gentlemeiiy 
that! the symptoms, she described are inconriatent with any known disease. There was aa 
extaraordinaiy gpujuug of symptoms, son^e ef tbedi quite consistent with> tetaatuat pt:«>duocd by 
strychnine administered under peculiar circumstances, others quite inconsistent with. it». Now, 
in the last week In February a':&ightful case of strychnine occurred; in Leeds^ A peifion baring 



the means of aceets to the bedside cf^a parent wias supposed. to ha^e adminifitered wnall doaos, 
day by day, and after keeping her sometime in a state of imtation, to have at last. killed her. 
The person who attended the patient spoke of her symptoms for about a week before her death, 
and said she htd "twitchings" in the legs, that she was alarmed at being touched in theinterrals 
between the spasms^ I will now call your attention to the evidenoe of Mills. She states : — 

** Coot said, 'I caa't lie down ; I shall be sufTocated if I lie down. Oh, fetch Mr. Palmer 1 ' 
The last words he said rery loud. I did not ol^serve his legs, but there was a sort .of jumping 
or jerking about his head and neok and his body. Sometimes he would throw baok his head 
upon the pillow, and then raise it up. again. He had much difficulty in breathing. The balls 
of his eyes projected very much. He screamed again three or four times while I was in the room* 
He was moving and knocking, about all the time. He asked me to rub his hands. I did rub 
them, and he thanked me. I noticed him ' twitch.' I gave him toasVand -water. His body 
was still jerking and jumping. When I put the spoon to his mouth he snapped at it and got it 
fast between his teeth, and seemed to bite it very hard. In snapping at the spoon he threw 
forward his head and jieck. . He swallowed the tqast-and-water)- and with it the pills. Palmer 
then handed him a draught in a wineglass* Cook drank thts. He snapped at the glass as he 
had done at the spoon. He seemed as though he could not eznctly oontroial himself.". 

'J he esqjre^sioue she used, partico^ly the word ^'twitchings," are reinarkable. It may well 
be that when this case became public she may have had her attention called to it^ and then had 
questions put to her with regard to the symptoms of Cook which induced her to alter 
the evidence she lud before given. I cannot otherwise account for the remarkable 
Taxiance in her evidence. From the time she leTt the Talbot Arms till she came here she seems 
to have been a person of remarkable importance. She went to Dolly's where Stevens visited her 
five or six times. What fur ? Stevens was unquestianably-^-and within proper limits he is not to 
be blamed for it — ^indignant at tiie circumstances of Cook's death. He is not in the same 
conditipn of life as Mills. Why did he call on her ? Why did he converse with her in a 
private room ? He came^ she said, to inquire after her health and see how she liked London. 
Mr. Qardner also saw^ her in the s^eet^ bnt be only asked her how she w&s and talked of other 
things. I do not say that these gentlemen went to her with the deliberate intentiop of inducing 
her to say whai was false.; but they did go with the deliberate intention of stimulating her 
memory upon points as to which they thought it iBquired stimulating. Mr. Hatton,. the poHce- 
officer of Kug^ley., also saw her a few times. They could have gone to her fckr no purpose but that 
of taking, her evideocei. I may mention a xurcum^anoe which. shows how diffeirently minor 
matters, j^aybe.iitated by witnesses who do not wish to state what is false. When Palmer went 
into the bedroom, after being called up, he remarked, ^' 1 do not think. I ever dressed so quickly 
in my life," and it is suggested that he never went to bed, but waited up for the commencement 
of the paroxysm. Mills answered the question I put to her upon that point pretty £»irly ; she 
said, ** He came in his dreasing-gown, and I do not. recollect that there was anything like a 
day -shirt about his neek." On the other hand, Lavinia Barnes, who gave her evidenoe in almost 
respectable manner, said that he was quite dressed ; that he wore his usual dress. Peopb) 
get talking abi>ut what tbc^ have witnessed, the real image of wl|at ooeurred becomes 
confused or altogether obliterated from their minds,. and they at last unoonsoiously tell a story 
which is very dSferent from the truth. Mills was. examined three tunes before the coroiier«.and 
if that officer acted imp^opecl^, on those occasions it was quite competent for the Crown to bring 
jiiTn here and- give him an opportonitf of vindicating himsetf, but he ought not to be blamed 
upon. the. evidence of a witness like hei'. In the course of her examination, howevear, : there came 
out a fSgict which ip worthy irf remark. Is there not something extraordinary. in thd periodicity 
of the attacks she described in their recurrence on the three nights nearly^at the same. hour. 
There are nttmer«>us cases in- the books in which attacks of this- kind occurred at the same 
distance of time after the patient had gone to bed. Without going, into unnecesstoy detSAhit I 
-will now. state what. I intend i to prove upon this part of the case. I shall call a gz«at tmmber of 
most respectable medical praclitionurs and 'surgeons in general practice, with alargeexpenence 
in. great cities, who will support the theory, that these fits of Oook were probably not tetaBus.At 
all, but violent convulsions^, the result of a weak habit of body, increased by a careless modeof 
life — by at least asuffioient amount, of disease to render violent mineral poisons, intheir opinion, 
desirablci and by habits which led to a < chronic ulceration of the toesils. and difficulty in 
swallowing, Tlw|y will piove that men with. constitutions weakened by indulgence haveoft^n, 
under the. influence of strong mental exciteiQentand violent emotion of any kind,, been suddenly 
thrown into such a- state 3 convulsions that symptoms haae been > exhibited in the Toluatary 
muscles of violent disease, and tUart; persons suffering from. those symptoms have^coiiatantly died 
nsphy;mted.or of exhaustion,, le. ving^ no trace whatever as to the cause of death. In addition, 
I will call several g^tlemen v^ha.wiU st^esJ^.toi experimeftta they. have n^e npcnanimala, and 
who will be ready to. show you Ui^M ets^^imanta i« any yard belonging to this building, if my 
Lords ^uld think fit* They; will teib.;!t>ja,j on^tlie authority', of Orfila, that no degree of 
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patreseenee will decompoee rtrychniae, and tbst if it ii in ilM body thej would be sure to find 
it eT«n now. 

Lord Caxpbbll said tliat the Court oonld not see the experiments made^ bnt witnesses might 
be called to prove them. 

Mr. Setjecmt Skee.—l hare now done with that branch of the case, and wQl proceed to the 
last matter to which I propose to dffect yonr attention. I propose to discuss whether the 
circumstantial evidence is inexplicable on the supposition of the prisoner's iiinooenoe ; and, if I 
show you that in all its broad and salient features it is not so, I am sure that you will be only 
too happy to acquit him, recollecting that you represent the country, which is uninformed upon 
the case, which has no opportunity of hearing the witnesses on either side. 

Lox'd CAxmsiO'. — In the knguage of the law '* which country you are." 

Mr. Serjeant Skie. — Whic|i country you are. You are responsiUe not to render this king- 
dom liable to the charge of having, in a paroxysm of prcjindice propagated by a profesdona) 
man with no lEuowledge of his own upon the matter, condemned an innocent person. In 
diBCUssiug the circumstantial evidence, I will avoid no point that seems at all difficult ; but 
not to waste time, I will not, after the intimation which I have received from the bench, 
trouble you with such matters as the pushing against Dr. Devonshire during the poii mortem 
examination or the cutting of a slit in the cover of the jar, which might be done accidentally 
with any of the sharp instruments which were being used, or the putting it at the further 
end of the room. 

Lord Gaxpbbll. — ^What was said referred only to the pushing. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee, — ^I take leave to suggest that in an examination in the town of Bugeley, 
where Palmer was perfectly well known, the fact of there having been a little apparent 
shoving, which may for the moment have disturbed the operator, is not to be allowed to 
have weight against the prisoner, especially as Mr. Devonshire said nothing was lost. The 
matter was one in which all present took considerable interest^ and a little leaning over might 
easily have produced the effect which was spoken to. Then, as to the removal of the jar. 
It was not taken out of the room. It could not have been taken away without its removal 
being observed, and it would have been to the last degree foolish for any guilty person to 
attempt to remove it. That a man who knew himself to be innocent should be very unwil- 
ling that the jar should be removed out of the hands of persons upon whom he oould rely 
for honest deiJing is very probable. Palmer knew that there were some persons who did not 
want to pay him 13,000^, and who had for a long time been doing all they could to under- 
mine his character, and to impute to him most wicked conduct with regard to the death of 
a relation — suspicions in which none of his relatives had joined. It is clear from his observa- 
tion, '' Well, doctor, they won't hang us yet," that he knew that it was intended to ground a 
suspicion or a complaint upon the post mortem examination, and it was exceedingly natural that 
he should like to have the jar kept in safe custody, even in the crowded room. All his conduct 
is consistent with this explanation. To Dr. Harland, with whom he does not appear to have been 
particularly intimate, he says, **I am very glad you are come, because there is no knowing who 
might have done it." That is the conduct of a respectable man, who knew that his conduct 
would bear investigation if it were properly conducted I dare say there are in Kugeley many 
excellent and very serious people to whom the prisoner's habit of life, his ronning about to races 
apd so on would not much recommend him, and who he had reason to know entertuned prejudices 
against him. As to his objection to the jar being taken to Mr. Frere*s, there had, I betieve, been 
some slight diffei-ence, arising on .0 jThirlby (Palmer's assistant) having come to hira from 
Mr. Frere. I do not do Mr. Frere the injustice to think that this slight dispute would 
have led him to have put anything into the jar, but it may account for Palmer^s caution. 
Let us now come to those more prominent features of Palmei^s conduct upon which, f in 
accordance with his instractions, my learned friend principally relied. I will first 
call your attention to the evidence of Mytitt, the postboy at the TJUbot Arms. Mr. Stevens 
had come down from London, and had acted towards Palmer in such a way as would have in- ' 
duced some men to kick him. Assuming Palmer to be innocent^ Stevens's conduct was most 
provoking. He dissembled with Palmer, cross-questioned him, pretended to take his advice, 
scolded Mm in a harsh tone of voice, almost insulted him, threatened a post mortem examination, 
and acted throughout xmder the impression that some one had been guilty of foul play towards 
Ooek, which ought to be brought to light and punished. Stevens had been there during the 
whole of the pott mortem examination — a gloomy, miserable day it must have been, poring 
over the remains of that poor dead man ; the jar was ready, and the fly was at the door to take 
himself and Boycott to Stafford, in order that this jar might be sent to London out of Palmer's 
ken and notice ; so that if there was anybody base enough to do it either in support of a 'theoiy 
or to maintain a reputation — God forbid that I should suggest that to theprejudiee of Dr. Taylor; 
I do not mean to do so— bnt if there was ahybody capable 6{ acting so great a wickedness, it 
might be done ; and it was but a reasonable eonoeni tiiat Palmer should be anxious that it should 
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8fc(9 at Br. Harland'a. He did not like its going with Stevens to London. Steyeds had been 
partionlarly troublesome "; he had been vexatious and annoying to the last degree. The fly was 
ready, when Palmer met Myatt^ the postboy, and learned that he was going to drive Mr. Stevens 
to Stafford. According to Myatt's evidence, Palmer then asked him if he would upset ^'them."* 
That word was first used in this court to designate the jars ; but as there was at that time but 
one jar, it must have been intended to apply to Mr. Stevens and his companion. Palmer's 
conduct to Stevens had been most exemplary, and he must have been irritated to the last degree 
to find that he was suspected of stealing a paltry betting-book, which was of no use to anyone, 
and of having played foully and falsely with the liie of his friend, the deceased. That he was 
much annoyed was proved by his observation to Dr. Harland in the momiog—" There has been 
a que^r old fellow down here making inquiries, who seems to suspect that everything is wrong. 
He thinks I have stolen a betting-book, which everyone who knows anything knows can be of no 
use to anyone now that poor Cook is dead.". Thu shows that Palmea:'s mind was impressed 
with a sense that Stevens had illtreated him. He, no doubt, said to himself, *'He (Stevens) 
has encouraged and brought back suspicions which have well nigh destroyed me alr«Mly, and 
which if he proceeds in this course of bringing another charge against me will probably render it 
impossible to get the sum which would be sufficient to release me from my embarrassments." In 
this state of mind Palmer met the postboy who was ready to drive Mr. Stevens to Stafford. What 
occurred then was thus described by Myatt : 

'* He said he supposed I was going to take the jars.— What did you say then, or what did he 
say ? — I said I believed I was. — After you said you believed you were, what did he say ?-~He 
says, * Do you think you could upset them ?'— What answer did you make !— I told him, * No.' 
— ^Did he say anything more ? — He said, if I could, there was a lOL note for me. — ^What did you 
say to that ? — I told him I should not. — Did he say any more to you ? — ^I told him that I must 
go, for the horse was in the fly waiting for me to start." 
In cross-examination he was asked — 

*'Were not these the words Palmer used, — *l should not mind giving lOZ. to break Mr. 
Stevens's neck ?' — I do not recollect him saying *to breiJt his neck.*— Were they not words to 
that effeet, *I should not mind giving lOl. to break his neck ?'— I do not recollect that. — Then 
*10Z. to upset him?' — Yes.— Those were the words, were they?— Them were the words, to 
the best of my rec(^eetion. — Did he appear to have been drinking at the time ? — I cannot say. — 
When he said *to upset him,' did he use any epithet ; did he describe him in any way such 
as * upset the fellow ?' — He did not describe him in any way. — Did he say anything about him 
at the time ?-> He did say something about it ; 4t was a humbugging concern,' or something to 
that effect. — That he was a humbugging concern, was that it 1— No.— That * it was a humbug- 
ging concern,' or something to that effect ? — Yes." 

I submit to you that, after this evidence, you can only regai-d this expression about "upset- 
ting them " in its milder and more innocent sense, as a strong expression used by a man vexed 
and irritated by the suspicious and inquisitive manner which Stevens had from the first exhibited. 
That t3us is iJie correct view of the matter is confirmed by the fact that at the time of the 
inquest nothing was known of this, and Myatt was not cidled. Myatt was engaged at the 
Talbot Arms, and must frequently have conversed about the death of Cook and the pott mortem 
examination with servants and other persons about that inn. Had any serious weight been 
attached to this offer of Palmer, it would have excited attention, and would have been given in 
evidence before the corona. On the other hand, it ii to the last degree improbable that a 
medical man, knowing that he had given a large dose of strychnine, with the violent properties 
of wMch he was well acquainted, should have supposed that by the accidental spilling of a jar — 
the liver, spleen, and some of the tissues remaining behind — ^he could possibly escai)e deiection. 
I will next call your attention to the evidence of Charles Newton, who swore iJiat he saw Palmer 
at Mr. Salt's surgery at 9 o'clock on Monday night, when he gavahim three grains of strychnine 
in a pieee of paper. He did not bring this to the knowledge of the Crown until the night before 
this trial commenced. He was examined before the coroner, but although then called to 
corroborate the statement of Boberts as to the presence of Palmer at Hawkinses shox), where he 
was said to have pui'chased strychnine, he then said nothing about the purchase on the Monday 
sight. A man who so conducts himself^ who when first sworn omits a considerable 
portion of what he tells three weeks afterwards, and again comes forward at the last 
moment and tells more than enough in his opinion to drive home the guilt to 
the person who is accused, ^.hat man is not to be believed upon his oath. There art 
ether circumstanees which render Newton's statement in the highest degree improbable. That 
Palmer should once in a way purchase strychnine in ^§geley is not to be wondered at. It is sold 
to kill vermin, to kill dogs. And whatever the evidence as to the galloping of the mares and 
their dropping their foals, it shows that Palmer had occasion for it, and for other purposes. 
But that, having bought enough for all ordinary purposes, he should go and buy more the next 
day, and should purchase it at the shop of a tradesman with whom he had not dealt for two 
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years, is in tbe highest degree incredible. Nobody would, believe it.. Kobody cacn or on^ io 
believe it. Btit oteerve this also. Palmer had been to London on the Monday, and in Xondon 
there Is no diffioulity in procnring 'strychnine. It is sold to any one who, by writing down the 
techmcal description of what he wants, shows that he has had a medical education. Why did 
he not get it in Lo»d(ai f And if he could net get it in London, why did he not get It in Stafford, 
or at any of the other places to which he had been ? If he had bought it for this guilty purpose, 
would he not, as a wary man, hare taken eaare that when his house was searched there should be 

• found in it the pax)er containing the exact quantity of trtrychnine which he bAd purcha£ed ? 
What oould hare been easier to do than that ? Newton's story, therefore, cannot be believed ; 
but^ in addition, I will show that Palmer, who is stated by Herring to have been in London at a 
quarter past 3^ o'clock, could not have been in Rugeley at the time at 'which Newton says' he waa 
at Mr. Salts. Palmer attended the post mortem exaAiination ; and is it credible' that he, a skilful 

• medioal man, who studied in a London hospital, and made a note upon one of his books of the 
effect of strj'chnine, would ask that stupid sort of fellow Newton anything about its action upon 
a dog ; and would, when the answer was given, snap his fingers and say, ** It'is all right, then, 
it eannot be found." No one will believe it for a moment. The animus of Newton is shown by 
his omitting the word "poor," and ^representiftg Palmer as having said, " You will find this 
fellow suflFering' fitwn a disease of the threat ; he has had syphilis ;'* and then, when cross- 
examined upon the subject by my learned friend Mr. (arove, replying, " I don*t know whether he 
said poor or rich," as if that 'had anything to do with the question. I will now* take you back 
to what occurred at Shrewsbury. The case for the Caown is, that as early as 'Wednesday, the 
14th ef November, the Scheme of poisoning Cook began to be execiited at Shrewsbury. It is 
suggested that Gook was dosed with sonjiething that was put into his brandy-aftd- water. You 
will remember that I read to you a letter from Oook to Fisher, dated the 16th of November, to 
which there is this postscript — "I am better." That must have Preferred to his illness at 
Shrewsbury. It is the postscript to a letter in which he speaks of the object he has in view, 

•which is of great importance t^ himself and Palmer. Is his wiiting in that tone consi^nt with 
Bis having a belief that Palmer had drugged him with poidon for the purpose of destroying his life 
at Shrewsbury ? What did Palmer eay alwut it ? — * *• Cook says I have put something in his glass. I 
don't play such tricks." He treated it asth^gh it had never been understood to be more than the 
expi^ssion of a man who, if not actually drank, was very nearly so. Palmer did not arrive at 
the '* Raven" until after the dinner hour. We have no evidence how Cook fared there ; but we 
shall be able to prove that he went from there to the ** I'riicom," where he arrived pretty flush, 
and where he sat drinking brandy-and-water with Saunders the trainer and a lady. Seven or 
eight glasses of brandy-and'Water did this good young man drink, and the result was that his 
unfortunate syphilitic throat was in a very dreadful state, if not of actual laceration, at least of 
soreness and iiritation. [The learned Serjeant here read to the jury a long extract from aa 
article which had appeared in some newspaper, which he did not mention, in which the occur- 
rences at Shrewsbury were described in a style which seemed intended to be humorous, and in 
which Cook's siokness was attributed to his having taken too much brandy upon champagne, in 
order to ** restore his British solidity." The learned Serjeant said this entirely concurred with 
his own view of the case. He then eontitaued.] Cook's own conduct afterwards proved that his- 
illness was owing to his having drunk too much. He got up in thfe morning, breakfasted with 
Palmer, was good friends with him, and wetit with him to Rugeley. At Kugeley they received 
Pratt's letter of the 13th, in oonseqnence of which 'Palmer wrote to Pratt to say that some one 
would call upon him and pay him 200^., and Cook wrote to Fisher and asked him to call on Piatt 
and pay this money. Does that look as though he thi^ught there had been an attempt to poison 
him ? Mrs. Brooks, who gave her evidence in a most creditable mannerj proved that there was 
much sickness among t^e strangers who were at Shrewsbury ; and the rest of het evidence did 
not tell much against Palmer, who might, after Cook's complaint, very naturally have been 
looking at the tumbler to see if anything had been put into it. Cook got worse, and at last had 
the good sense to put his money into Fisher's hands and go to bed. 'Se was still very sick, and 
a doctor was sent for, who recommended an emetic. Cook made himfMf sick by drinking warm 
water and putting 'the .handle of a toothbrush down ^his throat.' 'He took a pill and a black 
- draught, went to sleep, and next morning was quite well, this is really too ludicrous to receive 
' a moment's consideration. A person named Myatt was in the room at the '' Baven " all the 
> evening. He has been •put into the box, but I shisdi caU him, and you will 'hear his account. 
Palmer and Cook having got back to Rugeley the history of the slow poisoning continues. 
They went there together, aiul probably talked an. the way of their difficulties and the 
■mode of getting out of them, and off^esnaall way that the winnings at Shrewsbtiry would 
go to effect that object, both seeing ruin staring them in the face unless the Prince 
of Wales Insurance Office could be made to pay the money which was due, and they 
could meanwhile remain free from all ' suspicion of insoWetecy or any sort of iniscon- 
■ duct. When they get to Rugtfey they iwevlded for the temporary dBffictdty by «en<iittg 200^^ 
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to Fnti. t^ meT% Hnok evideulAy on -friomlly tenas, Cook's ^riimings heing ai ■PaAiner'B 
flerviee, aad |»«bftbly both effeoting 4heiir ol^ects, bewnse, as it woold aeppear from trhat Jalmer 
said, GM: had Bnae lalerMt m the biite which mem outstandziig. Pi«Aiablgr his name -miglit not 
be^qMntkem, hut «s timay* w«re -engaged 'in these racing tfanaetioni, wen joint owners ef one 
hoise, and had th0iani«"trainer,' they were veiy prohsbly equally intcrefeled m these hiUs-*«^ere, 
m fKt, what I Tomeoiher to ha-w enoe- heud a nobieniaii weU known upon the twf eall 
^^oonfedevates." The {Nqumeyof Palmer's visits to OooHl iaariag the ittneafi of the kitter at 
Sngelej, alfords no ground of unspioion againat the pmumr. On the eantiBry, it tells hi his 
firrour. iUxk had no fnend in the->town hat Ftilsier, with whom he may almost be said to have 
been on a visit ; for thotigh he did not sleep in Fhhnei's hoose, .falmer was in continual atlend- 
anoe on him ; and, owhig to the eiose proximity of his own -reBidence, irae enabled to bring him 
many little delicacies not easily attainable atan inn. Had hene^koted the oiok -many^and only 
viuled him ooeasioKially, the inference o{ the Crown wotid probably have been that he was a 
bhiok-heaMed scoondr^ who only looked in now and then- to give him his poison ; bat as he was 
aealeasly and laAxnionBlyfttUHtWe-to him, the ooielnsionis that 'her -xatiEt have- 'mnideted him ! 
It is said that Psdmer<was gvfUty of a fiilsehood in representing Obok as sci£bEnig.£rom diarrheea : 
but thi» is to pat a vwy Solent «nd a very oneharitable eoastrootloii on bis woods ; for ym will 
rsmember, that Bttmford ^woie to Cook having told him that bss : bowels had l)ten8^eeted twice 
or three times' on Suaday. Biity levviag these miner peiut^ I eome to'en^ whiohin this caaa of 
dretimstantial evidenee is df the vietrylast in^rtasee, tend shoidd be. deemed (decisive of ihe 
pnsoiMi^s innooenoe. f he - snppositioD of the* Oro^ is that Calmer anteaiiHl ito' dose 'Oook with 
antimony — ^to keep his stooaeh h^ comtintad iarritation bywamitiug, in'-otdsr that- he might 
^e more sorely despatch Inm >with stryAnine; and that dnrmg Sanday^ rthfe day on <wMch 
he insisted on his taking the bitoth, Cook was -imder'the inflisinoe of thisriosidioas tDSafaneiit. 
Now, snpposing this to-be tnw, oad assmniBg it to be the -fiict that PalmeE ^was 'indeed bent 
upon destroying Cook by this -sbigttliar process, is it not 'mamfest 'thst tisenfr- is one man #ho 
of all the men in the world 'wottld 'hiive been the very last whom he would have' selected 
to be a witness Of his |>ro«0eding8 ? 9}hat man is a surgeon in the prime, of life, a 
man intimately ^leq^tnintiid with Codk and very much attached to .him-~Mr. Ja&eSy of 
Lutterworth. Yeib this is the very man to whom, when he k about 'to .set. out for London, 
Bahner writes a- letter, informong ^m that Cook is ifl, and nvging hhn to.eome over and ^see him 
widiout delay. lentreat of yob toappreeiate the f uU impwtanee of ttovt fast ThenKxre you 
think of it the morp profound will beeomeyour conviction that it affords evidence irrefragaUe of 
FalmeifB innooen«e< The imputation is that Palmer meant to kUlCo^d: to possess himseU of 
his vrinningr. Whowaswi^ Cook when the race was won? Who wns by his side on Shrews- 
biiry Taeeeourse for the time minutss that he was speeohless? Who saw him take .out his 
pooketbook and const up his winaihigs ? Who but Jones ?— Jones, who was Mb bosom -friiend, his 
oompasnon, his eonidant, rand -who knew to the last fiirthing the amount of his gains. Jones 
was of aU men living the most )ak(Aj to be the recipient of Cook's confidence, and the man who 
was bound by -etnery consideration of honour, friendship, and affiMAion, to protoOt him, to vindi- 
cate his oause, and to avenge his death. Yet this was the man far whom Pahuer sent^ that he 
might' conWBrse with -Cook, reeovve Ms 'OQaiidences, ministertohim ui.hiaiLfaiess,.and even sleep 
in the same twOA witii him ! How, if J^almer is the mmnterer they.represent'him, are you to 
aecoimt for his summoning^ Jones ^to-the bedside of the siok imsn I if -Cook really siispeeled^-^as 
w«>ai«-sssured h^-did — ^that ^Palmer was poasoaing him, Jones "was the man to whom he would 
molt'wifin^lv'haTe unbosomed hdmsdlf, and in whbe^' fhitfafnl ear he woaid hsme most eagerly 
da^bmtlened the "penleto ^tiiff'^^i^ut^^ghsd upon his own brain. Palmermnd Jones w^re both 
medical men, and it is not improbable ^t in tiie eeurse a£ his studies the latter may have noted 
in his dassboOh the very passages respeotuig the operatUnv of strychnine which>also attracted the 
atltention of tke'ifbrmer. Is it ooncei^al^ tfaitt if Palmer imeant to slay Cook ''with ipoison in the . 
dead of the night he would have previously ensured the presence, in his victim's bed^»omi of a 
medical witness, who would know from the symptoms that thd ;man Was'^mt dying a natural 
death ? He brings a medical man into the room, and makes him Ue within a few inches of the 
sick man's bed, that he may hear his terrific shrieks and witness those agonising convulsions 
which indicate the fatal potency of poison ! Can you believe it ? He might have despatched him 
by means that would have defied detection, for Cook was taking morphia medicinally, and a grain 
or two more would have silently thrown him into an eternal sleep. But instead of doing so he 
sends to Lutterworth for Jones. You have been told that this was done to cover appearances. 
Done to cover appearances ! No — no — no ! You cannot believe it. It is not in human nature. 
It cannot be true. You cannot find him guilty — you dare not find him guilty on the supposition 
of its truth. The country will not stand by you if you believe it to be true. You will be 
impeached before the world if you say that it is true. I believe in my conscience that it 
is false, and that consistently with the rules that govern human nature it cannot possibly 
be true. [Sensation and murmurs of applause.] With respect to the interviews and 
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' dialogues tiiaiii took .place bei«reen the ptuoner and Mr. Sieveiui, I cojiiend tbat^ so &r 
from telling against ihe fonner, they are in Ms favour. There is nothing but the 
evideuoe of a land and considerate nature in the £ftet of his haying ordered **a shell and 
a strong oak ooffin " for the deceased ; nor is it possible to torture into a presumption of 
guilt the few words of irritation that may hare fallen from the prisoner in the course of a oon- 
yersation in whidi Mr. Stevens treated him with soom, not to say insolence. With respeot to 
the betting-book, many pers<ms had access to Cook's room — servants, both men and women, 
undertaker's men^ and barbers ; aad though I do not venture to mark out any particular person 
foir suspleion, any one of tiiem may have purloined the book and been afraid to return it. It is 
not fair in a case of this momentous importance to affix the opprobrium on a man who is not 
proveid to have ever had it in his hand. The Crown had no doubt originally intended to rely 
upon the prisoner's medical books as affording damning proof of his guilt ; but I will refer to 
those volumes for evidences that will speak eloquently in his lavour. In youth aud early nlkao- 
hood there is no such protection for a man as the society of an innocent and virtuous woman to 
iriiom he is sincerely attached. If you find a young man devoted to such a woman, loving her 
dearly, and marrying her for the bve he bears her, you may depend upon it that he is a man .of a 

' humane and gentle nature, little prone to deeds of violence. To such a woman was Palmer attached in 
his youth, and I will. bring you proof positive to show that the volumes cited against him were 
the books he used when a student,, and that the manuscript passages are in the handwriting of 
his wife. His was a m^irriage of the heart. He loved that young and virtuous woman wiUi a 
pure and generous aiEeotioa ; he loved her as he now loves her first-bom, who awaits with fcrembhng 
alDzlety ^e vcrdwt that will restore him to the arms of hiA father, or drive that father to an 
ignominious death npGn the scaffold. [The prisoner here obvered his &oe with his hands, and 
^ed tears.] Here in this book I have conclusive evidence of the kind of man that Palmer was 
seven years ago. I find in its ^pages the copy of a letter addressed by him while still a student to 
th^e woman whom he atftca^wards made'his wife. It is as follows : — 

' **My dearest Annie, — I snatch a moment from my studies to write to your dear, dear little 
self: I need scarcely say that the ^ncipal inducement I have to work is the desire of gettmg 
my stddies finished, se as to be able to press your dear little ferm in my arms. With best, best 
love, believe me, dearest Annie, Your own. William." 

Now this is not the sort of letter that is generally read in courts of justice. It was no part 
of my instructions to read that letter, bat the book was put in to prove that this man is a wicked, 
heartless, savage desperado ; and I show you what he was seven years ago, — that he was a man 
who loved a young woman for her own sake — Gloved her with a pure and virtuous affection-— such 
an affection as would, in almost all natures, be a certain antidote against guilt, ^uch is the man 
whom it has been my duty to defend upon this occasion, and upon the evidence that is before 
yon, I cannot believe him to be guilty. Don't suppose, gentlemen, that he is unsupported in this 
dreadful trial by his fiunily and his friends. An aged mother, wbo may have disapproved of 
some part of his conduct, awiuts with trembling anxiety your verdict ; a dear sister can scarcely 

. aupport herself under the suspense which now presses upon her ; a brave and gallant brother 
stands by'him to defend him, and spares neither time no» trouble to save him from an awfdl 
doom. . I call upon you, .gentii^men, to raise your minds to a capacity to estimate the high duty 

• which you have to perform. You have to stem the torrent of prejudice ; you have to vindicate 
the honour and chancter of your country ; you have, with fimness and courage, to do your 
duty, and to find a vei-dict for the Crown, if you believe that guilt is proved ; but, U you hi^e a 
doubt upon thai peint, depend ixpon it that the time will come when the innooence of that man 
will be made apparent, and when you will deeply regret any want of due and calm consideration 
of the case which it has been my duty to lay b^ore you. 

The speech of the learned Seijeant occupied exactly eight hours in its delivery. There were 
some slight indications of an attempt to applaud at its ccmclusion, but they were instantly 
repressed. 

. The Court then adjourned till 10 o'clock this day. 



EIGHTH DAY, 
Mat 22, 1856. 

On the retnmptioxL of this case this moniixif^ the court wm, at usual, densely crowded, and all 
its ayenues were betet by eager applicants for admisAion. His Boyal Highness the Duke of 
Cambridge was among the mstinguished persons who were acconmiodatid with S9ats upon 
the. bench. 

The learned Judges, Lord Campbell, MV. Baron Alderson, and Mr. Justice Cresswell, took 
their seats, at 10 o'clock. The prisoner was at once placed at the bar. His demeanour was, as on 
the previous days of his trial, calm and attentiTe, but betrayed no additional anxiety. 

Immediately After the 
learned Judges took tlieir 
•eats. 

Lord Cj^xPBBLL said, be- 
fore the proceedings com- 
mence, I must express a most 
eamett hope that until this 
trial is concluded the public 
joumsls Will continue to ab* 
ataln from any comments upon 
the merits of the case, or upon 
any part of the evidence. The 
propriety of this course is so 
obvious as to need no explana- 
tion. This warning ought to 
extend to the insertion of 
letters as much as to that of 
editorial articles. 
THOMAS NUNNELEY. 

Examined by Mr. Grove. 

I am Fellow of the College 
-of Surgeons, and Professor of 
Suraery at the Leeds School 
of Medicine. I am also a 
member of several medical 
and learned societies, foreign 
and English, and have been in 
practice between twenty and 
thirty years. I hare a large 
practice, and have seen cartes 
of both traumatic and idio- 
pathic tetanus.' Of the latter 
disease I ha ve seen four cases. 
They did not all commence 
with lockjaw. One did not 
eommenoe so, nor did lockjaw 
become so marked in it as 
to prevent swallowing once 
during the course of the 
disease. I haye heard the evidence as to the symptoms of Cook, and had previously read the 
•depositions as to tliat part of the case. Judging from those symptoms, I am of opinion that 
death was caused by some convulsive disease. I foimd that opinion upon the symptoms de^oril^d 
in the depositions and the evidence before the Court. 

Loi;^ CAMFBBiiL said that the witness could only be examined as to his opinion founded upon 
the vtvti voce evidence before the Court. 

Mr. Orove said that his object was to distinguish between the opinion founded on the vivd voce 
evidoiCe, and that founded on the depositions. 

Examination continued.-^From the symptoms described by the witnesses in court I am of 
opinion that death was caused by somis convulsive disease. Looking at Cook's general state of 
health.— 

Mr. Baron ALi>Sft80N. — ^Yon have nothing to do with that Tou must only give an opinion 
upon the symptoms described in evidence. 

Examination continued \ty Mr. Seijeani Shee, — I have been in court during t^e whole of the 
trial. I have heard the evidence as to the fymptoms of Mr. Cook's health previous to his final 
ettack at Rugeky, the description of the actual symptoms during the paroxysms, and the 
4qppe«rance of U^e body on the post mortem examination. . 
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Do you remember the account of the syphilitic sores ? 

The Attorney-General objected to this mode of [tutting the ouefttion, because it wai an assump- 
tion that the^e sores existed. A medioal maa ought to be asked hi» opinion on the supposition 
only that certain symptoms existed. ' ^ ' ■ ■ 

Mr. JuHtice CRESSWBLL.—Let the witness describe what he as.«ume8 to have been the state of 
Cook's health, and you will then see .Whether KeHMJiistified in his ass\imption. 

Examination continued. — I asftume that Cook was a man of Tery delicate constitution — that 
foF a Iwng ^period he had. felt himself to be ailing, for whi«h indisposition he had been, under- 
medical trc-itm^nt; that he'had.sttfferedfrom sypjftlis; that he had disease of the lon^s; and 
^ that he had old standing diseise of the tliroat; that he led an irrgular life ; ' thttt he was 
subject to mental excit«.'m(^nt and depression; and that after death ay>pearanKe8 were found in 
.hi| body which 4how this fto have been the ease. These was an unusual ftppearance in 'tii& 
stomach. ' The throat was in an unna^^iral condition. The bar-k ofthe' tongue Showed similar 
indications. The air yessels of the lungs were dilated. In the lining of the sorta there wns^ 
an unnatural dejfjosit, and there was a very unusual appearance in the mf'mbraftes of the vmtiaL 
marrow. One of the witnesses also said that there was a loss of substance from the penis. That 
scar on the penis could only haye vaulted from an ulcer. A chancre is an ulcer, -btrt anuleeris 
^ot necessarily a chancre. The symptoms at the root of the tongiie .and the throat I sboiild 
ascribe to s\philitic inflammation of the throat. Supposing these symptoms to 'l)e torreet, I 
should infer that Cook's health had for a long time not been good, and that'his constitution was- 
deUcate. His father and mother died young. Supposing that to hare been his state of health, 
it would make him liuble to nerrous irritation. That might be excited by moral eattses. Any 
excitement or depression might'produce 6>at effect. A person of such health and constitution 
would be more susceptible of injurious influence from wet and cold than wcmld one of strofilger 
constitution. Upon such a constitution as that which I have assumed Cook's to hmve been 
conyulsive disease is more Ukely to supervene. I understand that Cook had thiree attacks on 
succeeding niffhts, occurring about die saiae hour. As a medical man, I should iiifer fhmi iSaoi 
that the attains were of a convulsive choMclisr. I infer that in the absence of other causes to- 
account for them. Aceording'tO'iny perwnal eciq^rienee and knowledge fi*omthe study of iny 
profession, convulsive attasks senimB various as possible in their forms and degrees of violenoe; It 
isnotpnsi-ible to give a f definite name to every convubive symptom. There are'sottie IbnM of 
convulsion in which the patient retains his consciousness: Those are fbrmS Ofhy^tena, sometimes- 
found in the male sex. It is ako stated that there are "forms of ^piUpsy in t^hieh the ptffient 
retains oonseinnsness. 

By Lord CsafPBBijr. — I eannot mention a ease in which consciousness has b«enTetainef4 during 
the fit. No aiBfth easelhas come under mynotiee. 

Examination eontimied.-^I know by readnig that that, although rarely, does sometrmerMcar.. 
The degree of eonseiousness in epileps^y varies ^ery much. In some attacks the consciQusnessu 
wholly lost'for a loi^ time. Convulsive attain are sometimes Accompanied 'by vix)lent spasms 
and rigidity of the limbs. Convulsicms, properl^yso called, somt times assume a tetanie complesien. 
I heard the passage from th« works of Dr. Coj^nd read to the Court yesterday. I ftme 'wMh 
what he states. Convulsiniis arise from almost any cause—from woi^ts in childnn, aftectloiis of 
the brain in ^adults, hysteria, and in some persons the taking of chloroform. Adults'are someHiaKS 
attacked by «uch convulsions. Affections of tteiipinal cord or eating indl^testible '(bcA^wiU 

reduce them. I know no instance in which convulsions have arisen from retching and vomiting, 
agree with Dr. Copland that these eonvulsions sometimes end immediately in death. The 
immediate proximateeause* of death is 'firequendy^tsphyxia. 

By Lord CAiiBBEiiL.->-Death ixom a^pasm-of the heart is often- -described as 'death by 
asphyxia. 

Examination continued.-^I have-seen convulsions recurring. I have seen that hi very varieiis 
cases. The time at which a p&tient recovers his ease after a violent attack of convulsions lanes 
very much. It may be a few minutes, or it may be hours. From an interval 'beVweenaiia «»- 
vulsion tend another I «houM itffer that the ooavakidAsicite frooi iome sl%M' h'ritatio'ki in the 
bri^in or the spinal cord. When death takes place in such paroxysms. there Ts*sometimes notvaee 
'cff ^g&nic disease to be found' "by a ^oet • fAortem examination. Granules • between t^ dara 
mater and the aracl^noid are not e^^mmon at an)F ag#. I shbuld'not draw any 'pardailarinfeiwBce 

- from their appearance. ' They niigfat or mi^ht not lead to r confecture asto their«a\f9e«nd*affiset. 
I do not form, any opinion upon these points. They'tnight produce an cfff^ot Upon the spinal 

' cord. There ai^e tht-ee preparations In mn^etinM where -granules are exhibited 4ii tii« • 8piiyil<«ord, 
in which the padents are said to have died from tetanus* -Those are at St: Thionias's iM^taL 
'l>)-a8C^rtain*th«'n8ttii^ and'effet;t of stich gViiiHiles the '<«{>ittfA cord bnght'to be 'eaamhied Imme- 
diately after death. Not the most remote opinion could %e-fortaied upon an denomination inade 

• two months after derfth, toore especially if the brain had been-previouily of^enfed.* ilndepeaidantly 

• of ^he airpearanee of granules, it wtnrfd natftfter that p«ridd be poi»iW*to%nn aaatisiaatary 
opinion itpon the general condition of the spinal cord. If th^re were a large tumour, «r aome 
stu^ar rhtmge, it mights be exhibited ; biit neither ibft^ing noi^induration <yf <ih6 struotura aould 
be perceived. The nervous structure chanzes within two &ysoff^ai!h. ToaDeeHafnmiauti^its 
conditi<m it is ii^essarjr to use a'lens VY micros<$ope. That Is ire^uired in '4tt -examinatiaiL mads 

' immediately after death. 1 harvet^teofded- bases- of traumatic tetanus^. That disease <iomaioifly 
begins with an atfack-npenth^jawi One of (he fonrcases of iUiTpathictetiiims^thttt lihavaaaen 
was my own child. In three of those ease* the- ftisease began^ with- lockjaw/ The foiutii»«Me 
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commsiMed in the 'body; -the faciNly i»f twidlowing renMiiwin^. t Ii&to wMiiii ibfr'lMttweWe 
month* made post mortem exanvastioiit of two persons who fand died fhttrirti^fania. I did not 
seethe patieats before- death. In'both ca«M I aseertatned by eheniteal analyats 'fehat death had 
been ea«sed by stryohaiU. In both I finmd the strychnia. In one case^-^tlMt «)f • a lady aged 
tweaty-eigbt yeaf«>~I made my enamination f »rty*two hourt after'death, and in the-echer thirty 
hoars. In tke former cafee the body had not beea opened before! eommeneed my elamtnation. 
[The wittiesB read a report of this examination, ^n wfaCeh it •vras stated that the eyelids were 
pmiallT open aiid the globes fla«id, and the papils 'dilated. The mnsel^e of the trunk were 
not is the le«st rigid ; Indeed, they were eo soft that the body itoight be bent in any direetion. 
The mosolea at ttie hip and ahonldet joints were not quite so -flaecid, bnt they allowed these 
joiniB to be easily moved; whilethoee of the head and fieek, Tore>«nn.«, Ac, were rigid. The 
finf^ra were enrved, and the feet somewhat •arched. All the mnaseles, ^«hen ent into, were fbnnd 
sell and dark in colour. The membranes of the ii^rwere exceedingly yaacitlar. ' The membrane 
of the spinal cord was mu«h congested. Ihere waeb^d^yseratn in the perieardinm; the Ivngs 
were distended, and tome c»f the air-'^ells were ruptured. The lining membrane of the traehea 
•ad broBchiDil tubes were eorered with a layer of dark bloody mnetK of a dark chocolate colour. 
The thoracic Tes»sels and membranes were much congested, and the blood was everywhere dark 
•ad fluid] After reading this report the witness continued:— In the seeond case I made mv 
examination thirty hours after deiith. I first saw the body about twehre hours after death. It 
wu a woman aome where near twenty years of age. - [The witness also read the report of the 
examination in thrs case. The appearances of the body were substantially similar to these 
presented in the previous base.] In two other oases I hare seen a patient aullering from oter 
doses of strychnia. Neither of -these cases wasftital. In- one case I had prescribed the twelfth 
of a grain, and the patient to<^k one^xth. That was for a man of middle; age. Strychnia had 
been gWen in aulntion. In a few mrnutesthe symptoms appeared. They were a want (ff power 
tetontrolthe muscles, manifested by twitchings, rigidity, and crahip, mere vioient in the legg 
than in any other part of the body. The ^pastas We»e -net very violent. They continued •ix 
hours b'fiire they entirely disappeared. During thirt tnne they were intermittent at various 
intervale. As the attad: passed off the length <ff the intervals increased. At first their length 
waabnt a few seconds, l^e spaNms vrere not combated by medical treatment. The other case was 
t very -similar one. The quantity taken was the same^ottble What I had 'prescribed. I have 
•xperimeiited upon upwards of sixty animals with strychnia. These animals were doge, eats,-rstB^ 
mice, gunea-piffM, frogs and toads. The sj^mptoms -^of the attack in all anlnmls present great 
tesemblancee. dome animals are, however, much more susceptible of its influence than others 
•ve. The period elapting between the injection of the pofson and the commencement of the 
lytaiptoms' has been from* two minutes to thirty,— more generally Ave or six. I administered the 
poison occasionally in-sdution, but more generally in its selidntate. It was sometimes placed 
vy upon the badk of the tongue, and some fl^uid poured down the throat ; sdm^times H was 
enclosed between two portions of meaf, sometimes mixed up with batter or suet, and 
Bomnimes rolled up in a email pieee of gut. To frogs and toads it was administered by putting 
them into a solution of strychnia. I have also applied it direct to the spinal cord, and in other 
case^ U> the brain. The first symptom has been a desire to be -quite still ; then ■ hurried breath- 
ing^; then slaveripg at .the mouth (when the poison had been given through that organ) ; then 
twitehing of the ears, trembling of the -masclefl, inability to walk, convulsions of all the muscles 
of the hody, the jaws being generall? firmly closed ; the convulsions attended by a total want of 
power in the muscles, whkh on the feast touch were thro'inr into violent spasms with a galvanic- 
like shock, bpasms also come on if the animal voluntarily* attempts to move ; that -is usually the 
case, but occasionally the animal is able to move without inducing a recurrence of the spasms. 
These spasms dccur at various periods, but do not always increase in violence. The animals die after 
periods varyipg from three hours to three hours and a half. In the cases where the aninmls live 
longest the parozynns occur at the longest Intervals.' In aH eaies iti the interval brfore death 
the rigidity censes (I know no exception to thi'*) tad the nluscles become onite soft, powerless, 
tod flaccid. The limbs may be put in any position whatever. There is but little difTerenbe from 
ordinary cases of convulsive death in the time at which the riaor fnortia comes on. I have 
destroyed aninials with other poisons, and- there is very little difference between the rigidity in 
their cases and that in the cases of death from strychnia. In the two women I have meutioned 
the riffor mortii was much less than is usual in cases of death from natural disease: I have 
known fatal cases of pbisoning animals by strychnia in v^faich there has between ' the 
fint and the second paroxysm been an interval of about half an hour, but that is not 
common. I Have examined the bodies of upwards of forty -animals killed by strychnia. 
* have invariably found the heart full on the right side j very generally tfte left ventricle 
nrmly contracted, and the blood usiuallj^ dark, and often fluid. There is no particular 
appearance about the spiue. I have experimented with other poison upon upwards of '2WK) 
•ntmals, and have written upon this subject. It very often happens that in the case of animals 
dying suddenly from poisoning, the blood is fluid lifter death. That also happens in cases of 
ludden death from ether eauses. I have attended to thfe evidence as to the symptoms exhibited 
hy Cook on the Sunday^ Monday, And Tuesday nights. The symptoms on Sunday night' I assume 
to have betn great (excitement. Cook described himself as having been v6ry 111, and in soch a 
rt«te that he considered himself madf- for a few minutes. He stated that 'the causie of this was a 
noise in the street. These symptoms, in the three nights I have mentioned, d6 not resemble those 
^hich I have seen follow the administration of strjdiiiia. Cbok had more power of voluntary 
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moUoik tliui I hftTe obterved in smuMb under the influenoe of this poiieii* He sat up in bed* 
and mo?ed hit haada about (Veely, twallowed, talked, and asked to be rubbed and mored, none 
of which, if poisoned by strychnia, oould he hare dene. The sudden aoeession of the conYulsioos 
is another reason for believing that they were not produec«d by strychnia. Other reason* for 
believing that the eonrulsions were not produced by strychnia are their sudden acceseion without 
the usufu premonitory symptoms, the length of time which had elapsed between their contmenee- 
ment and taking of the pills which are supposed to have contained poison, and the screaniing^ and 
vomiting. I never knew an animal which had been poisoned with strychnia to vomit or aereara 
Toluntarily. I a^^rehend that whsre there is so much spasm of the heart there mpst be ixutbUity 
to vomit. In the cases related in which attempts were made to produce vomiting they did not 
succeed. There is such a case in the 10th volume of the Journal de Pharmacie, in which an 
emetic was given without succcm* The symptoms exhibited after death in animals poisoned by 
strychnia diner materially from those presented by the body of Cook. In his case the heart is 
stated to have been empty and uncontracted. 

Lord Campbell. — I do not remember that. I think it was said that it was contracted. 

Mr. Baron Aldvrson.— According to my note, Dr. Harland said that the heart was oontmcted, 
and contained no blood. 

Examination continued.-7>The lungs were not congested, nor was the brain. In the caaa of 
animals which have recovered the paroxysms have subsided gradually. I never knew a severe 
paripxysm followed by a long interval of repose. I have experimented upon the disooTery of 
strychnia in the bodies of animals in various stages of decomponition, from a few hours after diuith 
up to the forty-third day, in which latter ease the body was quite putrid. It has never happened 
to me to fail to discover the poison. I have experimented in about fifteen cases. 

Supposing a person to have died under the influence of strychnia poison in the first paroxyam, 
and jiis stomach to have been taken out and put into a jar on the sixth day after death, must 
strychnia have, by a proper analysis, been found in the body ?-<Yes. If the strychnin be pure, 
such as is almost invariably found among medical men and druggists, the test is nitric acid, which 

fives a red colour, which in a great measure disappears on the addition of protochloride of tin. 
f the strychnia be pure, it does not underffo any change on the addition of sulphuric acid, bnt on 
the addition of a mixture of bichromate of potash, with several other substances it prodiiaes a 
beautiful purple, which changes to varying shades until it gets to be a dirty red. There are 
several other tests. In this case the stomach was not^ in my opinion, in an unfavourable condi- 
tion for examination. The circumstances attending its position in the jar and its removal to 
London would give a little more trouble, but would not otherwise affect the result. If the de- 
ceased had died from strychnia poison it ought to have been found in the liver, spleen, and 
kidneys. X have seen this poison found in similar portions of animals which had been killed by 
it. I have also seen it found in the blood; that was by Mr. Herapath, of Bristol. 

Could the analyses be defeated or confused by the existence in the stomach of any ether sub- 
stance which would produce the same colours ? — No. Supposing that pyromntine and stUciae 
were in the parts examined, their existence would not defeat the analysis. Pyrozantine is very 
unlikely to be found in the stomach. It is one of the rarest and most difficult to be obtained. 
The distinction between pyroxantine and strychnia is quite evident. Pyroxantine changes to a 
deep purple on the addition of sulphuric acid alone, and the bichromate of potash spoils the colour. 
In stiychnia no change is produced by sulphuric acid. It requires the addition of bichromate to 
produce the colour. 

Supposing the death to have been caused by a dose of strychnia, not more than sufficient to 
destroy the animal, would it be so diffused by the process of absorption that you would not be 
able by these tests to detect it in any portion of the system ?— *No ; I believe it would not. 

Had that question occupied your attention before you were called upon to give evidence upon 
this trial ?— It had. 

What is your reason for stating that strychnine, when it has done its work, continues as strych- 
nine in the system ?— Those who say that some change takes place argue that as food undergoes a 
change when taken into the body, so does the poison ; it becomes decomposed. But the change 
in food takes place during digestion, consequently its traces are not found in the bloodl Substances 
like strychnine are absorbed without digestion, and may be obtained unchanged from the blood. 
They may be administered in various ways. 

In your judgment will any amount of putrefaction prevent the discovery of strychnine ? — To 
say that it is indestructible would be absurd, but within ordinary limits, no, I have found it at 
the end of forty days. 

What is the probable relative rapidity of action of strychnine in an empty and a full stomach ? 
The emptier the stomach the quicker the action. 

Cross-examined by the Attome^Gen^al.—l am a lecturer on sargtrr, Mr. Morley^ who wu 
called for the prosecution, is a lecturer on chemistry. Part (perhaps half) of the experiments oa 
the sixty animals were made by me and Mr. Morley jointly. There was nothing to distinguish 
the experiments which I made alone from those which I made jointly with hin. I state the 
apparent results of the whole. My experiments were spread over a period of thirty years. Many 
of them have been made. since the I^eeds case. I can't say how many. 

Now, don't put yourself m a state of antagonism to me, but tell me how many of your experi- 
ments were made in reference to this particular case ?— I cannot answer that question. The great 
bulk certainly >/ere not. I was first concerned in this about the time of the death of the person 
at Leeds. 1 was applied to...n I was in correspondence with the attorney for the defenee. The 
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bteiU of the Leedi eiM wat forwarded to him hj me, and I eaUed his attention to them. The 
leneral doee in tbeae experiments was firom half a grain to two grains. Half a grain is sufficient 
» deatroy life in the larger animals. I have seen both a dog and cat die from that dose, but not 
Iwaya. Some animali as a species are more susoeptible than others. The STmptoms in the 
zperiments I hare mentioned did not appear after so long a period as an hour. We hare had to 
epeat the duse of poison in some instances when half a grain has been given That happened 
a the case of a cat. Symptoms of spasm were produced, but the animal did not die. She had 
LOt, however, swallowea the doses. I think I haYC known animals of the e^,t species killed with 
lalf a c^n. 
Have you any doubt about it ?— Tes. 

Half a grain, then, is the m»nmum doee which will kill a cat f-^l think it would be the 
■ms'fnsfm dose in the case of an old strong cat. If administeted in a fluid state I think a smaller 
lose WQuld suffice. Hurried breathing is one of the first symptoms, afterwards there are twitching 
ind tremblings of the muscles, then convulsions. 

Is tiiere any diversity, ai in the intenrali and the order of symptoms, in animals of the same 
peeiea ? — ^They certainly don't occur after the same intervals of time, but I should say they 
generally occur in the onier I have described. There is some difference in the periods at which 
he eoHTulsions take place. Some animals will die after less convulsion than others, but an 
lainaal generally dies after four or five. In one or two instances an animal has died after one 
son^rulaion. In those instances a dose has been given equal in amount to another dose which has 
lot produced the same effect. The order in which the muscles are convulsed varies to some 
iztent. The muscles of the limbs are generally affected first. The convulsions generally occur 
omultaneonsly. 

Do you know any case of strychnine in which the rigidity after death was greater than the usual 
rigor mortut — I think not. I don't think there is any peculiar rigidity produced by strvchnine. 
Uare you never found undue rigidity in a human subject aner death from strychnine? — 
Considerably less. 

In the anonymous case to whioh we have referred were not the hands curved and the feet 
mhed by muscular contraction ? — ^Not more than is unusual in cases of death from ordinary 
causea. The limbs were ri«id, but not more than usual. 

In face of the medical profession, I ask yon whether you signed a report stating that *' the hands 
irere curved and the feet decidedly arched by muscular contraction," and whether you meant by 
those words that there was no more than the ordinary rigidity of death ? — Certainly ; I stated so 
St the time. 

Wlfere ? In the report ? — No ; in conversation. Allow me to explain that a distinction was 
drawn between the muscles of the different parts of the body. I heard Mr. Motley's evidence 
with regard to experiments on animals, and his statement that ** after death there was an interval 
of llacoidity, after which rigidity commenced more than if it had been occasioned by the usual 
rigor mortis.'* 

Yon don't agree with that statement ? — I do not. I generally found the right side of the heart full. 

Doee the fact of the heart in Cook's case having been found empty lead you to the conclusion 
that death was aot caused by strychnine ? — Amon^ other things it does. I heard the evidence of 
Dr. Watson as to the case of Agnes Sennet, in which the heart was found distended and empty ; 
also, that of Mr. Taylor as to the pott mortem examination of Mrs. 8myth« No doubt he suted 
that the heart in that case also was empty. 

And do those facto exercise no influence on your judgment? — They would not unless I knew 
how the post mortem examination had been made. If it was commenced at the head, the blood 
being fluid, the large drains would be opened, and the blood, from natural causes, would drain, 
away. 

Do you know how the poet mortem examination was made in this ease ?— No. Excuse me, I do. 
The cheat and the abdomen, not the head, were first opened. 

The heart, then, was not emptied in the first instance ? — No. 

Then what occasioned the contraction of the heart? — When the heart is emptied it is usually 
centracted. 

But how do you account for its contraction and emptiness ?— I cannot account for it. 

Lord Campbbll. — Would the heart contract if there was blood in it ? — No. 

Lford Cahpbbll.— When you find the heart contracted you know, then, that it was contracted 
at the moment uf death ?~It is necessary to draw a distinction between the two cavities. It is 
very .common to find the left ventricle contracted and hard, while the right is uncontracted. 

LK>rd Campbell. — That is death by asphyxia ? — Precisely. 

By the Attomey-General.-^ln Cook's case the lungs were described as not congested. Entos- 
thema is of two kinds *, one of them consisto of dilation of the cells, the other of a ruptore of the 
oella ■ When animals die from strychnine entosthema occurs. I do not know the character of the 
entoathema in Cook's case. It did not occur to me to have the question put to the witnesses who 
described the poet mortem examination. 

To what constitutional symptoms about Cook do you ascribe the convulsions from which he 
died ? — ^Not to any. 

Was not the tact of his having syphilis an important ingredient in your judgment upon his 
case ? — It was. I judge that he died from coMVulsions, by the combination of symptoms. 

What evidence have ^ou to suppose that he was liable to excitement and depi*e88ion of spirits ? 
— The fact that tiitkt wmning the race he could aot speak for three minutes. 
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A«ytbi«g{«l«o?T-rKjr. Jon69;st»M't1ia<k lj« was m^k^^t toiiienUl.<kf>r«Mioii.. Kxci^eimeat will 
pFodupft&'Sitii^of brain ^whioh. vidll he followed ^ at some distance, by ooaWaiona. 1 think Br, 
BajBford mJi^e a^mistake wlten h» said.tiiQ brain wa& p<)rfectly healthj^. 

Po yea. mean to setiip thatippinion-again&t that of t)i\ D^vonahire and Dr. Harland» vho were 
present at tlie joos^ morlfim ?-r-My opinion. ia .founded ui pari on the evideBoe tak^n at the inquest^ 
in p#rt «n thti <drpo8kions. Withthe brain and the syatem.in thie condition in whi«h Cook's were 
I -believe it ie.qnitA p^tibile..fDr convulaiona to com^- on and destroy. a pecson. I do not beliere 
that he died fromapoplex^f. He^w^uader tlie iofli^eftve. of morphia.. I don't a«eribe hia death 
to morphia, except that it might assist in producing a convuUive attack. I should think, morphia 
was not Tery good treatment, considering the state of excitemc^ lie was in. 

Bo yon<meAn«$o-|aytf oq jaaat oath, thait.y^u think he waain a atate of excita^ient at-Bugeley? 
— I wish to give my eWdenca hoqef^y. Morphia^ when given in an injured. sttate of the brauiyi 
oftfiu4isa|9re«t with: the patient. . ^ .. - - 

But what evidence have you as to the injured state qS the brain ?-—Siokne8er often indiceJtaa it. 
I can't sagf whath^r the attack of Sunday night was an attack of oonvuljnons* I think that the 
S^day.at^ck was one-of a similar oharaeter* but. not so ir«tenee, at the attack «f Tw adny, ia. 
. which he died* Xd«|i'tr think ha had oonvulaions on the Sunda^» but he was in that conditioa 
which ofttttt'precedeS'ConvuUione. I think he wos.mistaken whenhe stated thathawasa^woke^ 
bya.noiae. I beUeve he was dalirious. That is.>one>of the^tsymptons on which 1 found. my 
opinion. Ao^T intestitii^ irritation. wiU produce convulsions in a tetanic form. I have known 
inatances inichildren* 1 have not aeen. an instance, inan- animal. Medieal writers state tbat w^ 
CM«A.4o oceur. I know no na«^ for ooavolsions of that kind. 

Have you ever known a case of convulsions of that kind, terminating in death, in which the- 
patient.. remained, conscious • to the last?—! have not. W^re epUe^y. ter«niuates in deatb 
conscionsness is gone.. I. hare known fouT'Casoe oftraumatio, and fi.ve or six of idiopathic tetanus. 

Yott.heardMr^ Jonia-makahiic statement of the symptoms of Qookaftef the oomment-emeiit 
of the paroxysms : — " After he swallowed the pills, he uttered loud screams, threw himself back 
in the bed,. and waa4readfully. eenvulsed« . H^>eaid, * Eaiseone . up ! I shall be suffocated.' The 
c(^nvulsionft.ajQfieoted evpry- mas clia of the- body, and wefd'aoonoipanied by'Stiffenint; of the limbsr 
I endeavoured to raise Cook with the assistaoee .of Balmer, but found itquita imp<»S8ible, owiDg 
toithe rigidity of the limbs^ W)^- Q^ok fband w^oould,not raise him up he aaked me to tun 
him over. He was then quite scifiaible. . I tucoed hint on to his side* I liatened to the-actioa 
of his heart. I found that.it gnsdnuUy weakened^ and aaked Palmer to/ fetch some spirits of 
ammonia, to be used as a stimulant. When he returned the pulsations of the heart ^eare 
gradually ceasing, and life waaalmoet-extiafit, Qo«k died vepy quietly a,ye«y ahert time after- 
wards. When he threw himselif back in bed he clinched his hands,.and they remained clinched 
after, death. When I was rubbing'hia neok his head and neck were unnaturally bent baek by the 
spasmodic action of the mus^ea. : After death bis body was so, twisted, or bowed that if I had 
placed it upon the back it would have rested upon the head and the feet?" Kow^ X ask 
you to distinguish in anyronie .particuhir: between those symptoms .and the aymptoms of tetanic 
convulsionj,?'^t is not tetanus at all ; not idiopathic.tetanus. 

I quite agree (With you th>it itdsnot idiopathic tetanus, but point out any distinetion that you 
can see between thee^. symptoms.and those of real tetanus. — I do not know thai there is any 
diatinetion^ except ^a^in a eascof tetanus I. myer.'Saw rigidity continue till death an4 afterwards. 

Can you tell me of any case of death from convulsions in which the patient was conacioas to 
th^ lastf— 1 do nf>% kuow of.any f.nonmision$ oecurripg after , poison. has bbon taken are properly 
called tetanic* . 

We were told bySir 3«Brodie that whil& the paroxysms of .tetanio,0£>n.vulsion last there is no 
difference between those which arise from strychnine and those which ari&e from tetanus properly 
so, called, .but thv'^^idi^enee ^as'iar the ^mrse theayra^tom« took. J^^^>Wf what, da you aay is the 
difference between tetanus arising from strychnine and ordiaary tetanus pr-^The bands are less 
Tiolently contracted ; the effect of the spasm is less in ordinary, tetanus. The convulsion, too, 
never entirely} passes e^av. I harre stated that tetanus is a di^-ease of days, strychnine of hoars 
and minutes ; that convulsive twitchings are in strychnine tlie first symptoms, the last in tetauos; 
that in tetanus -the hands, Ceet^ and legs are usually tlie last affected ( while invstry^htMno they- are 
the first. I gave that opinion i^tedr the symptoms ia the case of th« Udy at Leeds, which were 
dc^ibed by thp witnees Witham, and X atiil adhere to it; X never jaid< thtft Couk's case was one 
of idiopathic tetanus. I donott^inki it was a onse of- tetanus in. any- s«nse of the W4ird. It 
differed from th§ courae oftetamus from sJM^s^bnine.in.theipartii-nlars-Lhave.already mentioned. 
Repeat theip.-— There was the sudden acoeession of, the convulsions^ . . 
Sudden— after what ? — >After thfrjrou»o£ hf. Joaeii There ' was also thA poxrex of talking. 
I>oa't you know that Mxs/ Smyth talked 4a#d. retained her consciousness to the. end; that her 
last words were '^ turn. me OYeff,?.'^Shedid,say> something of that kind. No doubt thof^e were the 
words she uaed^ I btli^^ thai iU'Poiten .teAanust the«ymptom» are ficst observed in the le^ and 
feet. In the animals upon which I have experimented twitohint$9 in- the eass and diffif^idty of 
breat|ua9.ha^aii)eett the.pvemvititorQr'Symptomsk • .. ■,..■■■.. 

When Cook felt a stiffness and a difficulty of breathin?, and said tha£ he should be suff catsd 
on Ihe^firett night,. what wer^ thoee butpromonitary sffniptoms:?— W/ell, ha aaked to be rubbed; 
but, as far as my experienocgtiea^withranimala — 
The Attorn^'- Genwali. — Theyean't aak. to>haT^ their: ears rubbed, of course.-, ( A*laugH.) 
Mr. Serjeant Shee said the-witaeee was .abaut to explain,. the.e£P^pt of biAng. tubbed upon the 
animals. 



Grosf<ezaiiioikitl9n Q0Btinue4.--»Ia na fipgU iiutaace couM the.animaU bear io be. touclxed.. 

Bid not Bica» Saiy th. ask U> hdve hec leg* and arois rubbod ?— la thu jLeeds case tbp lady a,skQd 
tobejrttbbcd beforti the convulaloa* came oa, but aitortvaxda sbfi cuuld AOt bear it, aud begged' 
that she znij^bt not be touehed. 

Can you p^oint out aoy one poiut, after the premonitory symptoms, in whiok tba aympto^ns in 
this caiJ dinier from tho:i8 of ^urjchniue tetanus ?*-Tiiere i« the pow^^r of iwalluwin^ which is' 
taken away by tho inability ti.moTe the jaw. 

Euty^u have notsuted. thaA lockjaw is the last symptom that occurs in strychuiae tetanus ? — 
I ha.Te. I don't deny that it may be. I am speakiag of the general rule. In the Leeds case it., 
came on ▼«ry early, more than two hours before death, the paroxysms haying continued abuut two. 
himcB and a half. lu that case wc belieTed that the dose was four times repeated. Pui^on might 
p7^»:babljr be extracted b^ chemical process from the tissues, but' I noTer tried it except in one case 
of an aAimal. ^ I amnotsure whether poison was in that ease given through the mouth. We 
kUkd four animals iu reference to the Leeds ease, and in every instance we found strychnine in 
the contents of the stomach. In one case we administered it in two prpccsses, and one failed and 
the other succeeded. 

Bc-exaaiined.^In making reports upon cases such as tliat which has been referred to we state 
ordinary appearances ; ^e state the facu without anything more. 

Mr. WILLIAM HERAPATH, Examined by Mr. Grove, Q. C, 
lam a professor of chymistry and toxicology at the Bristol Medical School. I have studied 
chymistrrfbr more than 40 years, toxicology tor 30. I hai^icxperimen ted on the poison of strych- 
nine. I nave seen no caae of a human subject daring life^, ^Xt Iliav«*.eiSAmiaed a hum in body 
after death. In one case I examined the contents of tbeKtbmaelhaadi I found strychnine about 
three days after death. There are senral tests-^culii^URe aoid anAi bichromate of potash, 
sulphoric seid and puce colmred oxide of lead» anlphune aetd, «id pennBide of le.id, sulphuric 
add and pcroiid»of aanganeee, &c. The loiroroxides'0f;load- would nsioaxicoed* Theite are all 
i»lour tests, and produce a purple colour, paasiog'to redt Another class «f. tMte<gives a different 
colour with impure, but nut with pure, stryohnia. The pvooesspnsed pr«v«<HS» tl» these tests is 
for the purpose of producing strychnia. I obtained evidence- of sitTchuiaiby. the colour tests in 
the case I have mentioned. I have expeatmented: upon, animals with renrd to' strychnine in 
eight or nine cases. I have analysed the bodie* in« t«ro caioi»in which I destroyed the animals 
myself. Both of them were cats. I gave the firetioae grain ofi stf7<«httia ia a solid form. The 
animal took the poison at night, and. I found' it, de»d» in tUoimentiiig:. It was dreadfully 
contorted and rigid, the limbs extended, the headitlsmefiUiound*— not to thcback, but to the side 
— the eyes protruding and staring, the iris ejmjRvded so* as to be: almost invisible. I found 
strychnine in the urine, which had been ejeeteajraiid alsoin.tiit stomach, by tliO' tests I have 
mentioned. I administered the same quantity of etof«hnine in.av solid form to»aaiother cat. It 
remained very quiet for fiteen or sixteen minutes)^biifr seomed^av little srestloes^it* eyes and in 
breathing. In thirty-five minutes it had a terrible sposm^ the extremities airdithe head being 
drawn together, and the feet extended. I watched' it for titaQiv. hours. The first, spasm lasted 
a minute or two. The saliva dropped from its mouth, andjiKf&mibljNcgected its urine. It had a 
second spasm a few minutes afterwards. It soon recovered^aikd'rewiliniKl still,. with the exception 
of a trembling all over. It continued in that state fbr threo^oursv During nearly t\yo hours 
and a-half it was in a vciy peculiar state ; it appeared to be^ eleotriii^ all through-; blowing upon 
it or touching the basket in which it was placed produced a kind Qf> electric jump like a galvanic 
shock. I left it in three hours, thinking it would recover, but in the morning. 1 found it dead, in 
the same indurated and contorted condition as the former animal. I examined the body thirty- 
six hours a'ter death, and found strychnia ia theaRno, im theatomach and upper intestine, m 
the liver, and in the blood of the heart. I have discovered strychnia in all other cases by the 
same-tests, but I took extraordinary means to get rid of organic matter. In all ca8e» in which 
strychnia has been ^iven 1 have been able to find it, and not only strychnia, but also the nut 
vomica ffom which it is taken. I have found nux vomica in a fox and in other animals. The 
detection of nu^ vomica is more complicated than that of strychnia. In one case the animal had 
been buried two months. I have experimented with strychnia not in a body, but mixed 
purposely with organic putrefying matter. I have found it in alloases, whatever was the stateof 
decomposition of the matter. 

Are you of opinion that where strychnia has been taken in a sufficient dose to poison it can and 
ought to be discovered ?— Yes ; unless the btidy has been completely decomposed j that is, 
unless decomposition has reduced it to a dry powder. I am of opini.M),^fr6m.the accounts given 
by Dr. Taylor and the other witnvsscs, that" if it had existea in the body of Cooic it 'bugnfto 
have been discovered. I am aware of no cause for eii-or in the analyses, if the organ-c inatter 
had been properly got rid of. The experiments I , have mentioned were made in Bristol. I 
have made experiments in Londbn, Aid found strychnia in the' stomach, liver, and blood of 



Gion-osBaminedf by the AUomej^emtfrcU.^l doiiU' proifesa tO' be* apksaiblogisC. I have 
pvimnpally OMperimentedon^tlie'Stoaiiie^ until lately. I tried my ohymicid piiocess ontht^-Sth^of 
this month whh a^view loi the present case.* Tne expennMnvt here wo* on. a- dog.> 1. ex^eci- 
mentsdonthe tissues of «'Cat at Bi<isitol and of' a dog in London'.- I Ibaodatrydinia in.tlM 
blood, the heart, and tife urine of Uio'cact, besideo tfatf ttomaoh. One grain was girentOithD. 
dog. It vraoai large dog. I have eeen a eat killed with a qunrtmr bf a gcaim I have said, that 
Dr. Taylor ought^ to hot^fouttd'Stryeiiiiiav- ^ i < 
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Hare yon not tatd that yon had no donbt strychnia had been taken, bnt that Dr. Taylor had 
not gone the right way to find it?~I may have «aid-80. I had a strong opinion firom reading 
Tarions newspaper reports — among others the* JJIiM^^erl ' TVmet — that strychnia had been 
giTen. I haTe expressed that opinion, no donbt, freely^ People hare talked a great deal to me 
about the matter, and I can't recollect every word Thm siaid, ont that was my general opinion. 

Re-examined by Mr. Orove. — ^What is tlte smallest quantity of strychnia that your process b 
capable of detecting ?— I am perfectly sure I could detect the 50-<X)0th part of a grain if it was 
unmixed with organic matter. If I put ten grains in a gallon or 70,000 grains of water I could 
discorer its presence in the 10th part of a grain of that water. It is more difficult to detect when 
mixed with organic matter. If a person niad taken a grain a rery small qnantitr would be found 

in the heart, !but no doubt it 
could be found. I made fot^ 
experiments with a large dog to 
which I had ^iven the eighth 
part of a gram. I have dis- 
covered it by change of colour in 
the S2nd part, of the liver of a 
dog. 

Mr. Orove said he believed his 
Lordship was of opinion that 
experiments could not be shown. 
Lord Campbbll.— We have 
intimated that that is our clear 
opinion. 

Mr. ROGERS, 
. , Examined by Ifr. Gray, 

I am professor of chymistry at 
St. George's School of Medicine, 
in London. I have made experi- 
meiits upon one animal, a dog 
poisoned by strychnia. The ex- 
periments commenced at the close 
of last December, and ended 
about ten days since. I gave it 
two grains of y>ure strychnia in 
meat. Three days after death I 
removed the stomach and con- 
tents, and some of the blood. 
The blood became putrid in about 
ten days, and I then analysed it 
with a view to find strychnine. I 
separated the strychnine by colour 
tests. I cannot say how much it 
was by weight. In a month or 
five weeks, when the matter had 
putrefied, I analysed the stomach 
and its contents * I tri^ated it with 
acidulated distilled water, and 
, succeeded in discoveriag strych- 

nia in large quantities about ten days ago. I never analysed a human subject with a view to find 
strychnia, out I have many times done so to find other poisons. Strychnia must unquestion- 
ablv have been discovered in this case if it had been present and the proper tests had been used. 

Cross-examined by the Attorney -General. — 1 have only made one experiment. If the contents 
of the stomach were lost it would make a difference, but not if they were only' shaken up. The 
operation would then be more difiicult. I am a medical man. I did not analyse the tissues of 
the body of the dog. If I had tried the tissues of Cook's body it might have been found if it 
was there, notwithstanding the time that had elapsed since he died. I don't say that the time 
would prevent its discovery if there. 

Re-examined by Mr. Gray. — If strychnia were in- the stomach a portion would probably be 
smeared over the mucous membrane, and then I should expect to find it on the surface. 

Dr. HENRY LETHEBT, Examined by Mr. Kenealy. 
I am a bachelor of medicine, professor of chymistry and toxicology in the London Hospital of 
Medieinle, and Medical Officer of Health to the City of London. I hSave been Engaged lor aeoa- 
siderable time in the study of poisons and their action on the living animal eoouomy. I have 
also been frequently engaged on behalf of the Crown in prosecutions- in cases of thia nature 
during the last fourteen years. I have been present during the examination . of the medical 
witnesses, and have attended to the evidence as to the symptoms which have been dej«crib;:d ss 
attending the death of Cook. I have witneseed many oaaet of animals poisoned by strychnine, and 
many cases of poisoning by nux vomica in the human body, one of which was latal. The 
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symptoms described in this case do not accord with the symptoms I hare witnessed in the case of 
thoee animals. They differ in this respect : — In the first place I ncTer witnessed the long interval 
between the administration of the poison and the commencement of the 'symptoms which is said 
to hare elapsed tn this case. The longest interral I hare known has been three-quarters of an hour, 
and then the poi«on was administered nnder most disadyantageons circumstances. It was giren 
on a Tery full stomach and in a form uneasy of solution. I have seen the symptoms begin in five 
minutes. The average time in which they begin is a quarter of an hour. In all cases I have 
seen the system has been in that irritable state that the very lightest excitement, such as an effort 
to move, a touch, a noise, a breath of air, would send the patient off in convulsions. It is not at 
all probable that a person, after taking strychnia, could pull a bell violently. Anjr moveinent 
would excite the nervous system, and bring on spasms. It is not likely that a person in that state 
could bear to have his neck rubbed. When a case of strychw'a does not end fatally, the first 
paroxysm is succeeded by others, gradually shaded off, the panoysms becoming less violent every 
tone, and I a^ree with Dr. Christison that they wovdd subside in twelve or sixteen hours. I have 
no hesitation m'saying that strychnine is of all poisions, either mineral or vegetable, the most easy 
of detection. I have detected it in the stomach of animals in numerous instances, also in the 
blood and in the tissues. The longest period after death in which I have detected it is about a 
month. The animal was then in a state of decomposition. I have detected very minute portions 
of strychnia, ^hen it is pure the 20,000th part of a grain can be detected. 1 can detect the 
tenth part of a grain most easily in a pint of any liquid, whether pure or putrid. I gave one 
animal half a grain, and I have the strychnia here now within a very small trifle. I never failed 
to detect strpchnine where it had beoi administered. I have made post mortem examinations on 
various anixnals killed by it. I have always found the right side of the heart full. The reason is 
that the death takes place from the fixing of the muscles of the chest by spasmi, so that the bloOd 
is unable to pass through the lungs, and the heart cannot relieve itself from the blood flowing to 
it. and therefore becomes gorged. The lungs are congested and filled with blood. I have 
administered strychnia in a Uquid and a solid form ; I agree with Dr. Taylor that it may kill in 
six or eleven minutes when taken in a solid state in the &rm of a pill or bolus. I also agree with 

I 
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him thftt the first symptom is that the anix&al fmUi «a its side, the jaws are spasmodically closed^ 
and the slightest touch produces another paroxysm. But I do not agree with him that the 
colour tests are fallacious. I do not agree that it is changed when it is absorbed into the blood, 
but I agree with its absorption. I think it i« not changed when the body is decomposed. The 
shaking about of the contents of th9 stomach with the intestines in a jar would not prevent the 
discovery of strychnia if it had been administered. Even if the contents of the stomach were lost 
the mucous membrane would, in the ordinar^F oourse of things, exhibit traces of strychnia. I have 
studied the poison of antimony. If a quantity had been introduced into brandy-and-water, and 
swallowed at a gulp, the effect would not be to burn the throat. Antimony does not possess any 
such quality as that of immediate burning. X have, tamed my attention to the subject of poison 
for seventeen or eighteen years. 

Cross-examined by the Attorney- General. — ^I am aota member of the College of Physipfans or 
of Surgeons. I do not now practise. I have been iA general practice for two or three years. 
I gave evidence in the last case of this sort, tried in this court in 1851. I gave evidence of the 
presence of arsenic. The woman was convicted. I stated that it bad been administered within 
four hours of death. I was the cause of her being reffiAtad, and the sentence was not carried into 
effect, in consequence of a letter I wrote to the iiiaM Qftce. Other scientific gentlemen inter- 
fered, and challenged the soundness of my oomlnwona before I wrote that letter. I have not 
since been employed by the Crown. 

By Mr. Justice C&ebswell. — I wtm pvment ait tiia trial. I parfectly remember it. 

Cross-examination continued.— 'I detaetad tlia poison. I said ia my letter that I could not 
speak as to possibilities, but merely as to piiobabiiities.. I have wipernnented on animals for a 
great number of years. Oa ftvt recently, I have never given more tlien a grain, and it has 
always been in a solid £9nA<-^in filla or bread. In the case where poison wee edministered under 
disadvantageous circumeteaees it was kneaded up into a hard mess of bree4. 

Mr. Baron Alderbom.— Did the animal bolt it or bite it ? 

Witness. — I opened the mouth and put it into the throat Abont hallta hmr elapsed 'before 
the symptoms appeared in eaecase in which half a grain had been given. In «iother case death 
took place within thirteen asinutes. I have noticed twitching of the eer% dittenlty of breathing, 
and other premonitory nrmptoms. There ai:e fittle variations in the order in which the symptoms 
occur. I have known ne^uent instances m whidi an animal has died ia &e first paroxysm. I 
heard the evidence of Mrs. Smyth's death, and I was surprised at her hanng got out of bed when 
the servant answered the bell. It is not ooitaistent with the eaees X have seen. That fact does 
' not shake my opinion. I have no doubt l3uit Mrs. Smyth died firam strychnine. Cook's sitting 
up in bed and askiog Jones to ring Hm hell is ineonsistei^ with what I have observed in 
strychnine cases. 

if a man's breath le hnrried i» it not natural for him ta Kit vp ?*— It is. I have seen cases of 
recovery of human subfeets alter taking strychnine. There is a great uniformity in its effects — 
that is, in their main leatures, hut thm ia a small vaxiatioa as to the time in which they are 
produced. 

What do you attribute Cook's death to ? — It is irreconcileaUe with everything with which X 
am acquainted. 

Is it recondleable with any known disease yen hvf^ ever seeff, or 'heaofA of ^-^No. 

Be-examined by Mr. Seiyeani Shee. — ^We are learning new £aots evearjr day, and I do noib at 
pfesent conceit it to be impossible that some peculiarity of the spinal eecd, nnreeo^ueeUe 
at the examination after death, may have predue«d symptams like these which luive been 
d^seribed. <I, of course, include strychnia in my answer ; but it. is irreeonciieable wiih eveiylhi^g 
I have seen or heard of. It ia as irxeooncileable with strycluaia as with, every^iag* eke ;/ilis 
iseconcileahle with every disease that I am acquainted with,. natural or artificials Totichiokg en 
animal during the pr^nonitory symptoms will bring on a parosyem. Vomiting' i$ ineeasistent 
with strychnia. The Romsey ease was an exeeptional one^ from the quantity of the dose. The 
ringing of the bell would have produced a paroxysm. I am still of opinion that th^ eirideeee I 
gave on the trial in I89I is correct. I am not aware thait there is any grewi^d for tm impu* 
tation upon me hi respect of that evidence. I have no reasen to think Gkxverament was dis- 
satisfied with me. X have not been since employed in Crown, proseeutitms. After thiut ease Pr. 
Pereira came tp my laboratory and asked me, as an aot of mercy<„ to write a letter to him to 
show to the Home Office, admitting the possibility of th^ poiscai which I found in the etomach 
having| been administered longer than four hours before death. I wrote tjb^ lette^r^ djaaing 
a distinction between what was pwsihle and pi^obable, and the woman wae traaepoctsd 
for life. 

Mr. R. £. GAY, Examined by Mr. Serjimnt Shiae, 
' I am a member of the Royal College of Surgeone. | eete^ded a persea aaaned Ferster 
for tetanus in October, 1865. He had sore throat, arasoniriap peine in the aeck, and in the 
upper portion of the eervical vertebree. He was f«verish, aadthad symp^sms ovdinarily attend- 
ing catarrh. I put him under the usual treatment for eatarrh, and used ejabvoeartione externally 
to the muscles of the neck and throat, and also %m^^ About the foosth day of my attend- 
ance the muscular paina extended to ^e &ee, difiUulty of swallowing oaaie on, the pains ia 
the cervical vertebrae increased, also these of the nMieeles e^ thefeee, partM«la«iy die lower jaw. 
In the evening of the same day the jaw became completely locked, the pains eame on in the 
mnseles of the -hovels, the legs, 4ind the arms. He became i«iy much ctmvulsed throughout the 
entire muscular system, had frequently involuntary contractions of the arms, and hands, and 
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legs, his difficulty of swallowing increased, and not a particle of food, solid or liquid, could 
be introduced into the mouth. Attempting to swallow the smallest portions brought on 
-violent oonTulaions ; so strong were -ihw throu^oot the system tbat I could compare him 
to nothing but a piece of warped board.' The head was thrown back, the abdomen thrust 
forward, and the legs frequently drawn up and contracted; the attempt to feed him with a 
spoon, the opening of a window, 6r placing the fingers on the pulse, brought on Tiolent 
Whiipf ...... .... 



tiie patient was suSeria^ in. this manner h» cobtinuAUy complained of 
great hunger, and repeatedly exdaimed that he was hungry, and could not eat. He was 
kept «lbre to the 14th sUiy entiialy by injectiow of a milky and fasinaeMUS character. He 
screaaaed repeattadHy, and the noisas that he made were mam like those oi a wild man tkaii any- 
thing else. On the 12th day he became imeasibley and^ontinusd in tbat state until he ^kiea, 
which warn im tba 14tk dny ham the eommfeaoesieBt of tba a.tta<k of lockjaw. The man was 
ail «iBBii>iis Stiver, and when I finfe .attended him he had been suffisriag from sore thxMMt 
fer severad. daya. These wma no hurt or injury of any kind, about his person that would 
account for the symptoms I have mentioned. His body was not opened after dieath, b ccaw i o &b 
was considered nitteeessary . I eonsMler hia disease was inflaasmatcMry sona throat frost oold aad 
ezpesore ta the weather, and that tha dsease asannted a tetanic form aik account of the patient 
being a very nerrous, excited, and anxious person. His condition in life was that of an omndbat 
conductor. He was a hard wmkiag man, aad had a I*rge ftimily dependent upon him, and this 
no douhty acting upon hia peculiar temperament, tended to produce the tetanic symptoms. The 
witness, in-con^uaion, said he had not heard all the evidence in this case, but he thought it right 
to eoBUDiknicate to the prisoner's solicitor tbeparticulars of the case to which he had now referred, 
as he eoAsidered it had«n important bearjng upon the charge against the prisoner. 

CroBa^xaauned by the AUom^'GetiercU. — The case 1 have mentioned was undoubtedly one of 
idiopathic tetanus. It is the only one of the kind I ever had to deal with. It arose from exposure 
to cold, acting upon a nerrous and irritable temperament. I have a good many patients who are 
nerrous and irratable, but I nevar met with such another case. The disease was altogether pro- 
gressive from t^e first onset, and, although there was a remission of the symptoms, they 
mvariabiy veoaffsd. The locking of the jaw was one of the Tery first symptoms that made their 
appearaaee. 

SktjeaM Shge then addressed the Couit, and said that the next witness he proposed to call would 
oeeupy soma time ia examination,. and, as it was now nearly aix o'clock, he suggested that it would 
be better to a^ioarm Uie examination to the next day. 

•* TheI«eii»CHiJW-Jv8.TiCB said he had no objection to the course proposed by the learned 
Seijeant, and ha than inquired of him bow much time the case for the defence was likely to 
ooeu|^. 

SttyaoHi Shee said he hoped to canclade the delenoe to-morrow ; and he should endeavour to do 
so if he possiblycQuld. 

The IiOB3> Chisf-Jitstjcv said there was no desire to hurry him. It was most essential 
in so important an inquiry that the m^st ample opportimit^y should be allowed for a full and. 
satisfactory imwestigati9ii. 

The Caurt then acyovned to this morning at ten o'clock* 
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May 23, 1856. 

There was a great crowd as usual in court this mornings long before the commencement of the 
proceediBM. ^ 

The DuKe of Wellingtoni the Earl of Albemarle, Lord Donoaghmore, Lord Dufferin, Lord 
Ferersham, Sir J. Palungton, Mr. Harcourt Vernon, General Peel, Mr. ToUemache, Mr. S. 
Warren, and other members of Parliament were present. 

The learned Judges, Lord Campbell, Mr. Baron Alderson, and Mr. Justiee Cresswell, took 
their seats upon the bench A about 10 o'clock, and, the prisoner baring been placed at the bar; 
the examination of witnesses for the defence was resumed. No alteration has taken place in the 
prisoner*s demeanour. 

Counsel for the Crown— the Attorney-General, Mr. E. James, Q.C.. Mr. Welsby, Mr. Bodkin, 
and Mr. Huddleston ; for the prisoner, Mr. Seijeant Shoe, Mr. Grove, Q.C., Mr. Gray, and > 
Mr. Kenealy. 

Mr. J. B. ROSS, Examined by Mr. Gfw>e, 

I am house-surgeon to the London Hospital. I recollect a ease of tetanus beiuff brought into 
the hospital on the 22nd of March last. A man, aged 37, was brousht in about half-past scTen in 
the erening. He had had one paroxysm in the receiving-room ; his pulse was rapid and feeble, 
his jaws were closed and fixed, there was an expression of anxiety about the countenance, the 
features were sunken, he was unable to swallow, and the muscles of the abdomen and tiie back 
^vere somewhat tense. After he had been in the ward about ten minutes he had another 
paroxysm, and his body became arched ; it lasted about a' minute. He was afterwards quieter 
for a few minutes, and then had another attack and died. The whole lasted about half an' hour. 
There was an inquest held on the body. It was examined, and no poison was found. I think 
tetanus was the cause of death. There were three wounds on the body, two at the back of the 
right elbow, each about the size of a shilling, and one on the left elbow, about the size of a 
sixpence. The man had had those wounds for twelve or sixteen years. They were old chronic 
indurated ulceTs, circular in outline, the edges thickened and rounded, and covered with a white 
coating, without any granulation. I am unable to say what was the origin of those ulcers, but 
I have seen other wounds like them. I have seen old chronic syphilitic wounds like them in 
other places. Those wounds were the only things which would account for tetanus. 

Cross-examined by the Attorney- General, — I ascertained, that poultices had been applied to 
the wounds a day or two before, but I am not certain as to the exact time. The man*s wife 
had objected to tneir application. They were made of linseed meal. The man's jaws were fixed 
80 as to render him perfectly incapable of swallowing anything. He said he had first been taken 
with symptoms of lockjaw at 11 o'clock — as he told me, at dinner, but, as he told my colleague, 
at breakfast. He was able to speak, but could not open the jaw. That is a symptom nf 
tetanus. There were symptoms of rigidity about the abdominal and lumbar muscles, fie 
did not say how lon^ he had felt, that rigidity. I gathered that some other medical man, a 
surgeon, had seen him in the afternoon before he came to the hospital, but I am not certain 
as to that; he was a labouring man. 

Have you any doubt that the disease had been coming on since the morning ? — "So doubt 
at all. The sores were ugly sores of a chronic character — ulcers. There was an integument 
which connected the two on the right arm, so that they would be likely to run into one 
another. The wounds continued under the skin, and there were no signs of healing. They 
had the appearance of old neglected sores. They were at the seat of the ulnar nerve— a very 
^ensitivd nerve — ^that which is commonly called tne *' funny-bone." I believe he had succes- 
sive paroxysms all the afternoon before he came to the hospital. I think his attack arose from 
tetanus. My opinion is founded upon the facts that he had had wounds, that he had died of 
spasms, *hat he had lockjaw, that the muscles of the abdomen and back were rigid, and that 
he complained of pain in the stomach. I did not hear the account of the symptoms of Cook's 
death. An affection of the ulnar £erve was peculiarly liable to produce tetanus. 

Re-examined by Mr, Grove, — Strychnine was suspected in that case. The nerves of the 
tongne are very delicate, as are also those of the throat and fauces. I have read descriptions of 
tetanns in the books. The case described by Mr. Gay was idiopathic, having been caused by a 
cold. Ao injury to any delicate nerve would decidedly be a cause of tetanus. 

Mr. EYKERS MANTELL, Examined by Mr. Gray. 
I am a house-surgeon at the London Hospital. I saw the esse mentioned by Mr. Ross, and 
his statement with respect to the symptoms is correct. In my judgment, the disease of whidi the 
patient died was tetanus, produced by the sores on the arms. 

IDr. WRIGHTSON, Examined by Mr. Kenealy. 

I was a pupil of Liebig at Giessen. I am a teacher of chymistry in a school at Birmingham. I 

hare studied the nature and acquired a knowledge of poisons, and I have been engaged by the 

Crown in the detection of poison in a prosecution. I have experimented upon strychnia. I 

have found no extraordinary difficulties in the detection of strychnia. It is certainly to be 



NINTH DAY, MAY 23, 1866. Ud 

detected by tba usual tests. I hare tested and discoTered both pure and mixed with impure 
matter after decomposition has set in. I haye detected it in a mixture of bile, bilious matter, 
and putrefying blood. Strychnia can be discovered in the tissues. I have discovered it in the 
Tiscera of a cat, in the blood of one dog, and in the urine of another dog, both of them havini; 
been poisoned by strychnia. I am of opinion that strychnia does not undergo decomposition iii 
the act of poisonine or in entering into the circulation. If it underwent such a change, if it 
were decomposed, 1 should say it would not be possible to discover it in the tissues ; it might 
possibly be changed into a substance, in which, however, it would still be detectable. It can bf 
discovered in extremely minute quantities indeed. When I detected it in the blood of a dog I 
had giTen the animal two grains. To the second dog I gave one grain, and I detected it in the 
urine. Half a grain was intended to be administered to the cat, but a considerable portion of it 
was lost. Assuming that a man was poisoned by strychnine, and if his stomach were sent to mo 
for analysation within five or six days after death, I have no doubt that I should find it, generally. 
If a man had been poisoned by strychnine I should certainly expect to detect it. 

Cross-examined by the Attomey-General, — Supposing that the whole dose were absorbed into 
the system, where would you expect to find it ? — In the blood. 

Does it pass from the blood into the solids of the body ? — It does ; or I should rather say it is 
left in the solids of the bodjr. In its progress towards its final destination, the destruction of life, 
it passes from the blood, or is left by the blood in the solid tissues of the body. 

If it be present in the stomach, you find it in the stomach ; if it be present in the blood, you 
find it in the blood ; if it be left by the blood in the tissues, you find it in the tissues ? — 
Precisely so. 

Suppose the whole had been absorbed ? — ^Theh I would not undertake to find it. 

Suppose the whole had been eliminated from the blood, and had passed into the urine, should 
you expect to find anjr in the blood ? — Certainly not. 

Suppose that the minimum dose which will destroy life had been taken, and absorbed into the 
circulation, then deposited in the tissues, and then a part of it eliminated by the action of the 
kidneys, where should you search for it ? — In the blood, in the tissues, and in the ejections ; and 
I would undertake to discover it in each of them. 

Be-examined by Mr. Serjeant Shee* — Suppose you knew a man to have been killed by strychnia 
administered to him one and a half hours before he died, in your judgment would that strychnia 
certainly be detected in the stomach in the first instance ? — ^Yes. 

Suppose it to have been administered in the shape of pills and completely absorbed and got out 
of the stQmach, would it still be found ?— -I can't tell. If it were found it would be iu the liver 
and kidneys. 

Could it be detected under those circumstances in the coats of the stomach ?— Not knowing the 
dose administered and the power of absorption, I cannot say that it could certainly be detected, 
but probably it could. i 

When death has taken place after one paroxysm, and an hour and a half after ingestion of the 
poison, can you form an opinion as to whether the dose was considerable or inconsiderable ? — I 
cannot. 

Mr. Baron Aldbbson. — How do you suppose strychnine acts when taken into the stomach ? — 
I cannot form an opinion. 

Mr. Baron Aldekson. — It goes, I suppose, from the stomach to the blood, and from the blood 
somewhere else ; and, arriving at that somewhere else, it kills. 

Lprd Camfbell.^— I cannot allow this witness to leave the box without expressing my high 
approbation of the manner in which he has ffiven his evidence. 

Mr. Setjeant Shee requested to be allowed to ask the witness whether a strong dose was likely 
to pass through all the stages his Lordship had mentioned. 

Mr. Boron Aldbbson. — That depends on where the killing takes place. 

Professor PARTRIDGE, Examined by Mr. Grove, 

I have been many years in extensive practice as a surgeon, and I am a Professor of Anatomy in 
King's CoUeee. I have heard the evidence as to Cook's symptoms and pott mortem examination. 
I haye heardthe statements as to the granules that were found on his spine. They would be 
likely to cause inflammation, and no doubt that inflammation would have been discovered if the 
spinal cord or its membranes had been examined shortly after death. It would not be likely to 
be discovered if the spinal cord was not examined until nine weeks after death. I have not seen 
cases in which this inflammation has produced tetanic form of convulsions, but such cases are on 
record. It sometimes does, and sometimes does not produce convulsions and death. 

Can you form any judgment as to the cause of death in Cook's case ? — ^I cannot. No conokision 
or inference can be drawn from the decree or kind of the contractions of the body after death.. 

Lord Campbell. — Can you not say trom the symptoms you heard whether death was produced 
by tetanus, without saying what was the cause of tetanus ? — Hypothetically, I should infer that he 
died of that form of tetanus which convulses the muscles. Great varieties of rigidity arise after 
death from natural causes. The half-bent hands and fingers are not uncommon after natural 
death. The arching of the feet in this case seemed to me rather greater than usual. 

Cross-examined by the Attorney-General, — Granules are sometimes, but not commonly, found 
about the spine of a healthy subjeot--not on the cord itself; they may exist consistently with 
health. No satisfactory cases of the inflammation I haye described have come linder my notice 
without producing convulsions. It is a very rare disease. I cannot state from the recorded cases the 
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eoun^ of Ae tymptomarof that disease. It Taries in duration, sometimes lasting only for dty«, 
sometin&es much longer. If the patient lires it is accompanied with paralysis. It produces no 
effect on the brain which is recognisable after death. It trould not affect the brain prior to death. 
I do not know whether it is attended with loss of sensibility before death. The size of the 
crannies which will produce it yarieF. This disease is not a matter of months, unless it terminates 
in palsy. I nerer henrd of a case in which the patient died after a single eonruhion. Between 
the interrals of the conytdsions I don*t belieye a man could have twenty-four hours* repose. Psin 
and spasms would accompany the convulsions. I cannot form a judgment as to whether the 
general health would be affected in the intenrals between them. 

You have heard it stated that from the midnight of Monday till Tuesday Cook had complete 
repose. Now, I ask you, in the face of the medical profession, whether you think the symptonu 
which have been described proceeded from that disease ?-*I should think not. 

Did yon eyer know the hyinds completely clinched after death except in case of tetanus ^—No* 

Iiay« you ever known it even, in idiopathic or traumatic tetanus ? — ^I have never seen idio- 
pathic tetanus. I have seen the hands completely clinched in traumatic tetanus. A great deal 
of force is often required to separate them. 

Have yon ever known the leet so distorted as to asrume the form of a club foot ? — Vo. 

You heard Mr. Jones state that if he had turned the body upon the back it would have rested 
on the head and the heels. Have you any doubt that that is an indication of death from tetanw ? 
— No ; it is a form of tetanic spasm. I am only acquainted with tetanus resulting from strychnine 
by reading. Some of the symptoms in Cook's case are consistent, some are inconsistent with 
strychnine tetanus. The first inconsistent S3unptom is the intervals that occurred between lie 
taking of the supposed poison and the attaclis. 

Are not symptoms of bending of the body, difficulty of respiration, convulsions in the throat, 
less, and arms perfectly consistent with what you know of the symptoms of death from strychnine? 
— ^erfecliy consistent. I have known cases of traumatic tetanus. The symptoms in those cssei 
had been occasionally remitted, never wholly terminated. I never knew traumatic tetanus ran 
its course to death in less than three or four days. I nerer knew a complete case of the operation 
of strychnine upon a human subject. 

Bearing in mind the distinction between traumatie and idiopathic tetanns, did you eyerlnow 
of such a death as that of Cook acccrding to the symptoms you have heard, described ? — ^No. ^ 

Re-examined by Mr. G^-opc— Besides the symptom which I have mentioned as being inoonristent 
with the theory of death by strychnine there arc others — namely, sickness, beating the bed- 
clothes, want of sensitiveness to external impressions, and sudden cessation of the convntiions 
and apparent complete recovery. There was apparently an absence of the usual muwnhr 
agitation. Symptoms of convulsive character arising from an injury to the spine vary consi3er' 
ably in their degrees of violence, in their periods of intermission, and in the musclea which sre 
attacked. Intermission of the disease occurs, but is not frequent, in traumatic tetanus. I don't 
remember that death has ever taken place in fifteen hours ; it may take place in forty-eisjht hoars 
during convulsions. Granules about the spine are more unusual in young people than in oR 
X don't know of any case in which the spine c&n preserve its integrity, so as to be properly 
examined, for a period of nine weeks. I should not feel justified in inferring that there was no 
disease from not finding any at the end of that time. The period of decomposition yories from 
a few hours to a few days. It is not in the Ica^t probable that it could be delayed for nine 
weeks. 

"By the Attorney- General,— SvLpipo&ingthe stomach were acted on by other causes, I do not 
think sickness would be inconsistent with tetanus. 

JOHN GAY, BasMuaedbyMr. Chmy. 

I am a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, and I hame been a surgeon to tl» Hoyri Free 
Hospital. A case of traumatie tetanus in a boy eame under my observation in that hospiul in 
1843. The patient was brought in during the time he was ill. He was brought on the 28th of 
July and died on the 2d of August. He had met with an accident a wwtkwttnre. Dwinff the 
first three days he had paroxysms of unusval severity. His mother eomphdned thwt he eouU not 
open his mouth, and he complained of stiff neck. During the night he started up andwweoa- 
yuked. On the following night he was again convulsed. At times the Rbdonnnid muscles, as 
well as those of Ifhe legs and baek, were rigid ; the muscles of the fhce -were sjlso in a state of 
great contraction. On the following (the third) day he was in the same state. At twoo'doek 
theiw was much less rigidity of the muscles, evpecially those of the abdoHven and bade On the 
following morning the muscular rigidity had gono, he opened his mouth and was able to talk ; he 
WW thoiwighly relieved. He had no return of spasms till half-past fire . oViock the fbBowing 
day. He then asked the nurse to change his linen, and as she lifted him ttp in the bed to doio 
liolent conyulsions «f the arms and face came on, and he died in a few minvtes. About thirty 
hours elapsed between the preceding convulsion and the one which temfnated hi* life. Befofe 
the paroxysm eame on the rigidity had been completely relaxed. I had giv«n the patient taitir 
emetie (containing antimony) in order to produce vomiting on the second day ; it produced no 
effect. I gave a larger dose on the tiiitd day, which also produced no efket, I gave no more 
after the third day. 

Cross-examined by th« Attonvey-GeneraL — ^The accident which had happened to him was ttst 
a Ittpge stome had fallen upon the middle toe of the left foot, and eomplotely smasAied it. The 
wound bad become yery unhealthy. I amputated the toe. Th« mouth wsa ahaost dfeeed tp 
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when I first saw him. The jaw remained closed until the 1st of August, but I could manage to 
get a small quantity of tartar emetic into the mouth. The convulsions were, intermitted dujinff 
the day, but the muscles of the body, chest, abdomen, back, and neck were all rigid, and 
continued so for the two days oil which I administered ^tartar emetic. Rigidity of the muscles 
of the chest and stomach would no doubt go far to prerent yomiting. The symptoms be^an to 
abate on the morning of the 1st of August (the fourth day), and gradually subsided until the 
rigidity entirely wore off. I then thought ke was going to get well. The wound might haye 
been rubbed against the bed when ha was raised, but I don't think it probable. Some peculiar 
irritation of the nerres would give riee to the affection of the spinal cord. Ko doubt the death 
took place in consequence of something produced by the injury to the toe. 

Be-examined by Mr. Gray, — ^There may be various causes for that irritation of the spinal cord 
which ends in tetanic convulsions. It would be veinr difficult merely from seeing symptoms of 
- tetanus, and in the absence of all knowledge as to now it had been occaaioned, to ascribe it to 
any particular cause. 

Dr. W. MACDONALD, Examined by Mr. Kenealy. 

I am a licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. I have been in practice for 
fourteen years, and have had eonsiderMtle experience, practical and theoretical, of idiopathic and 
tranmatic tetanus. I have seen two cases of idiopathic tetanus, and have made that disease the 
subject of medical research. Tetanus will proceed from very slight causes. An alteration of the 
secretions of the body, exposure to cold or damp, or mental excitement would cause it. . Sensual 
excitement would produoa it. The presence of gritty granules in the spine or brain might 
produce tetanic convulsiona. I have seen cases in which small gritty tubercles in the brain were 
the only assignable cause of death, whidi had resulted from convulsions. I believe that in 
addition to the slight eavfea which I have named tetanic convulsions result from causes as yet 
uadiscoverable hj human aeienoe. In many jnw< morUm examinatio&s of the bodies of persona 
who had died tnm tetaniis no trace of any disease could be discovered beyond congestion or 
vascularity of soMe of tka vessels surrouMiing the nerves. Strychnia, however, is very easilj 
diseoverabje by a adeatifie man. I rcmeasber the ease of a woman, Catharine Watson, who is 
DOW preaent, and who waa attacked with idiopathic tetanus on the 20th of October, 1855. [The 
wdness read a r^ort of tba drcumstaaees attending this case, the subject of which wsa a young 
woman twenty-two yoan of age, who, after going about her ordinary occupation during the day, 
was attacked wHh totanm at 10 o'clock at night. By the administration of chloroform the 
violence of the.apa8Bia waa gradually dimiaiahed and ahe recovered. After her recovery she slept 
&r thirty'^ix houn.] In that case there was lockjaw, which set in about the middle of the attack. 
It is generally a late aymptom. I had a patient namod Coupland who died of tetanus. It must 
hanm been idrnpathSc, as diere waa no extamal cause. The patient died in somewhat less than 
haiS an hour, before I eonld reach the hooae. I have made a number of experiments upon 
ttunale with vefeieaee to strychnia poiseii. I have found the post mortem appearances very 
feaeraUy to coneor. The vessels of the membranes of the brain have generally been highly con- 
gested. The sinnaea gorged with blood. In one ease there was hemorrhage from the nostrils. 
That was a case of very high congestion. In some oases there has been an extravasation of blood 
at the baee of the brain. I have cut through the substance of the brain, and have found 
in it BwneMNa red points. The luaga have been either collapsed or congested. The 
heart has iniariahly been filled with blood on the right side, and very often on the 
left side also. The liver haa been congested, the kidneys and spleen generally healthy. 
The veeaela of Hu atomaeh on the outer enrfMa. have been congested, and on the mucous or 
inner aurfaee highly vaaeolar. The vcaseh of tte membranea of the spinal cord have been con- 
tested, and aooMCiMei red pomts hnve been displayed on eotting it through. From upost mortem 
«xamimitien yen vmf geBaraily judge of the eanse of death. I have in a great many cases 
OKperimented tn tha dtsoevery ot' tt^chnia. Ton may discover in the stomach the smallest dose 
mt will kilL If you kill with a grain yon may disoover traces of it By traces I mean 
tvideneea of ita pvasence. You can discover tiie fifty-thousandth part of a grain. . I. have 
actually expe rim ented so as to discover that quantity. The decomposition of strychnia is 
a theory whidk mo scientific man of eminence has ever before propounded. I first heanl of that 
theory in tiua eanrt. In my opinion, there is no well-grounded reason for it. I have disproved 
tile theory by numerous experiments. I have taken the blood of an animal poisoned by two 
grains of strychnia, about the least quantity which would destroy life, and have iigected it into the 
i^bdominal eavitlea of smiUler animals, and have destroyed them, with all the symptoms and post 
mortem appearances of poisoning by strychnia. Strychnia being administered in pills would not 
affect its detection. If the pills were hard they would keep it together, and you might find its 
remains more easily. I do not agree with Dr. Taylor that colour tests are fallacious. I believe 
that such tests are a reliable mode of ascertaining the presence of strychnia. I have invariably 
found strychnia in tiie urine which has been ejected. Strychnia cannot be confounded with 
pyrexaathe. After strychnia has been administeied therfe is an increased flow of saliva. In my 
experiments that has been a very marked symptom. Animals to which atrychnia had been 
igiven have always been very susceptible to touc^. The stamp of a foot or a shsorp word would 
throw them into convulsions. Even before the paroxysms eommenced, touching them would be 
likely to throw them into tonic convulsions. 

Lord CampbblXi.-— Ai soon as the poison is swallowed ?— -Ko ; it would b« after a certain time 
The first symptoms of poisoning must have been developed. 



12S. 



THE TRIAL JQF WILLIAM PALMER. 
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Examination continued.— I do not tiiink nibbing them would give them relll 
extremely improbable that a man who had taken a doae Of strychnia sufficient to dei 
after the symptoms had made their appearance pull a bell violently. I have a«l 
evidence as to Cook's symptoms. To tiie symptoms I attadi littie importance « 
diagnosis because you may have the same symptoms developed by many different cans 
s^cbnia sufficient to destroy life would hardly require an hour and a half for its | 
^k that death WMii in this case caused by epUeptic convulsions, with tetanic complie 
that opinion froul4ihiej9o«^ mortem appearances being so different from those that I hi 
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mdin^ poisoning with stryciinia, and from the supposition that a dose of strychnia sufficient 
ttoj hfe in one paroxysm c(^d not, so far as I am aware, have required even an hour for its 
ftion before the commencement of the attack. If the attack were of an epileptic character,, 
lerral between the attacks of Monday and Tuesday would be natural, as epileptic seizures 
iften recnr at about the same hours of successive days. 

hining that a man was in so excited a state of mind that he was silent for two or three 
iMaftet his hone had won a race; that he exposed himself to cold and damp, excited his 
by drink, and was attacked by yiolent TomiUng, and that after his death depoaits of gritty 
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granules were found in the neighbourhood of the spinal cord, would these causes be likely to 
produce such a death as that of Cook's ?<-Auy one of these causes would ^sist in the production 
of such a death. ' 
As a congeries would they be still more likely to produce it ? — ^Yes. 

Cross-examined by the Attorney 'General. — I am ageneral practitioner, and am parochial medical 
officer. I have had pergonal experience of two cases of idiopathic tetanus. What I have said about 
mefital and sensual excitement and so on has not come within my own observation. In the case 
of Catherine Watson I saw the patient at about hidf-past ten at night. She had been ill nearly 
an hour, and had five or six spasms. She had gone about her usual duties up to evening. She 
felt a slight lassitude for two days prerious to the attack. It was only by close pressing that 
I ascertained that lockjaw oame on about an hour or two after I was called in. The case of 
Coupland was that of a young child between three and four years old. I was attending the 
mother, and saw the child in good health half an hour before it came on. It was seized with 
spasm, what I conjectured to.be of the diaphragm, and died in about half an hoar. I had seen 
the child asleep, but I did not examine it. I a<m*t know whether I saw the face of the child, 
but it was in bed; I judged that it was asleep. 

Is that the same as seeing it asWep ? — Sovetimet a medical man can form a better judgment 
than a lawyer. Mr. Smith applied to me to be a witness in this case. I communicated to hioa 
the case of Catherine Watoon, as resemblimg the cace of Cook. I furnished my notes to be copied 
the night before last. I have bee»here since Itie commencement of the trial. I have been at Skll 
the consultations. I began the experiments for this case in January. I had made expetiments 
before. That was eight or ten years ago. I liwa found out that strychnia could be diaeovered 
by chemical and physiological tests. I killed dogs, cats, rabbits, and fowls. The doses I adasiKis- 
tered were from three-quarters up to two grains. To dogs the smallest quantity adonnistered 
was a grain. In four cases I killed with one grain, five with a grain and a half, one with a gvain 
and a quarter, and two with two grains. I never killed a dog with half a grsin of sttydmia, and 
therefore never experimented to mid thflt quantity after death. I have always found the brain 
and heart highly congested. The immediate cause of the fulness of the heart is that Ike spaam 
drives the blood from the small eapillariea into the large vessels. The ipasm of the tdpimtefy 
muscles prevents the expansioti of the langs. The congestion of the braia is greatest when the 
animal was voung and in full health. It does not depend upon the frequency of the spaama. I have 
seen cases of traumatic tetanus. I have had two in my own practice. One lasted five or tix daft, 
the other six or seven davs, and the patient roeerered. I have never seen a case of sCrydiBia in 
the human subject. So tar as I can judge. Cook's was a case of epileptic convulsions wick tetanic 
complication!^ Nobody can say ft-om what epilepsy proceeds. I have net arrived at any opiaion 
on the subject. I have seen one death from epilepsy. The patient was not consetons wim he 
died. I can't mention a case in which a patient dying from epilepsy has pveterved his i 
ness to the time of death. 

You have been reading np this anbjeei? — I am pretty well up in mostbranehei of i 
(A laugh.) I know of no case in which a patient dying from 'epilepsy has bean ooasoMw. Jfy 
opinion is that Cook died of epileptic eonralaions with tetanic complications. 

By Lord Campbslx..— That is a disease well known to physicians. It is me n t i o m d in Dr. 
Copland's Dictionary. 

Examination contiimcd.^ — t believe that all oonvnlsive diseases, inclading the e^iiep&B ftcns 
and the various tetanic •ompUcatiQEns, arise from tike deeomposition of the blood aeKtng npoa the 
nerves. Any mental excileinent might have caused Cook's attack. Cook was excited at Shrews- 
bury, and wherever theve Is excitement there It consequent depfes^ion. I think Cook wss 
afterwards depressed. Wlben a man is lying in bed and vomiting he muRt be depnessed. 

This gentleman was anieih overjoyed at ma hone winning, aiul yam, think he vomited in ccn- 
sequence ?— It might predispose him to vomit. 

I am not speakhig of ** mighte." Do yon thnk that the excitement of the three minutes on the 
course at Shrewsbury on the Tuesday accennttforthe vomiting on the Wednesdny night ? — ^I de 
not. I find no symptenss of esEcitement or depvcnion reported between that time and 1^ time af 
his death, llie white spots found in the stomach of the deceased might, by prodoeingan i^^ — 
matory condition of the atomaefa^ have bronght en the cronvuleiona which caused death. 

The Aitomep-GtngrtA, — ^But the gentlemen who made the po8t-mortem examiiu ' 
the stomach was not teamed. — ^There were white spots, which cannot exist without >i 
There must have been inflammation. 

The Attorney-General. — But these gentlemen say that ^ere was not. — I denotbehefs 
them. (A laugh.^ Sensual excitement might cause epileptic convulsiona, witk tetanie 
complications. Tne chancre and syphilitic sores were evidence that Cook had undergoae 
auch excitement. That might hav.e occurred before he was at Shrewsbury. 

Might sexualj intercourse produce epilepsy a fortnight after it occurred ?— There is an instance 
on record in which epilepsy supervened upon the very act of intercourse. 

Have you any instance in which epilepsy came on a fortnight afterwards ? ^ A langh.) — ^It ii 
within the range of possibility. 

Do you mean, as a serious man of science, to say that ^— -The results might. 

What results were there in this case ? — The chancre and the syphilitic aores. 

Did you ever hear of a chatncre causing epilepsy ? — No. 

Did you ever dream of sueh a thing ? — I never heard of it 

Did you ever hear of any other form of syphilitic disease producing epilep^ ? — ^No ; Int 
tetanus. 




KnCTfi tXATt, MAT IS, tSS6, ISI 

Tile Aitormff-G0m&ral.'^B^ yom My thk wu epil«t»y ; we arc not taUtlBg of tetaniif }—Yoa 
forftet the tetasic eO]ii|>li«a«ions. (Rosn of Uughter.) 

The AHomey-Oemnrtfl.-— If I nudenUnd right thes, it alnndi th«t— tile sexuftl eKeitement 
produces epilepey, and the ehenere svpevedde tetonie complkatioBs ?->I eaf that the resmhs of 
sexual excitement produoe epilefHy. 

Mr. Baron ALDBBeoir said he had heard some fmrwcrA in comt elap hia hands. On an ocetaion 
on which a man was heing tried for hia life «ueh a display was most indeeeat. 

Examination oantinued. — I cannot rememher any fatal ease of poisoning hy strychnia hi 
which so long a period as an hour and a- half intervened between the taking of the poison and tlM 
appearance of the first symptoms. 

What wonid be tAie effect of morphia given a day or two previously ? Would it not retard the 
action of the poison ? — No ; I have seen opium bdng on eonvnlsione very nearly similar. 

What quantity ? — A grain and a half. From my exnerieuce, I think that if morphia had been 
^ven a day or two before it would have accelerated tbe action of the strychnia. I have seen 
opi am bring on epileptic convuUions. If this wei« a case of poisoning by strycAiasa, I should 
asppose that as bath epauoa and strjnchnia pvoduoe congestion of the brain, the two would att . 
together, and would have a more speedy effect, if eengeetien of the bndn was ooming on when 
morphia was given to Cei^ on the Snaday and Monday night, it might haveinereaaed ndier than 
^MajeA it. 

^t the gentlemen who examined the body say that there was no congeatf on after death f-^Bmt 
Dr. Bamlord s^ys there was. 

You stick to Br. Bamford ? — ^Tes, I do, because he was a man of experience, could judge nnieh 
iwtter than yovnger men, and was not so liteely to bemistaken. 

But Dr. Bamlbrd said the* Coek died of apoplexy ; do yon think this was apoplexy f — Xe, 
it was not. , 

What, then, do you think of Dr. Bamlbad, who^eertifled that it was ?'-Thait waa a nuMter of 
opinion, but the existence of conj^stion in the brain he saw. 

The Attorney-Geturai. — The other medieal men said there was none. 

Jjowd CAMPBCCL^—That is rather a matter of reaeoniag ihan of evidence. 

Se-examined by Ma. Seiyetmt Sftee.— I have seen * great many ohildren adeep, aad. eaa tail 
whether they »n so without seeing iflieir faeai. In tbeease of the ehiid who died oC tetaana the 
mother had told bm thii it was asleep. Dr. Mason &eed isa. well kaawn author upon convni- 
eions. From my reading id his wavks and others I hare learnt that thure are oenvulsioaa wfairii 
are i>«t, strictly speaking, epilepsy, idthough they resemble it in sense of its features^ I also 
know the works ef M. Esq^rolie. JTrom readiag those and other works I know that epileptic 
<oonvnlsiens safl&eiestly violent to cause death fiteqiKeniiy oecur without the patient ealarely 
loeisfT ^is ooneciousness. £pilepey, properly soosfied^ aeeudden in ite attaek. The patieot falls 
•dowm at onoe with a shriek. That disease oeoum very el<bett at night» and in. bed. It senntimes 
happens that its eaosteace is known tea yenng man's family withont his knowing anything abe«t 



it. Convulsiona of an ^leptic character are sometimes preosded by premonitory symptoms. It 
aoaaetimes happens that daring aueh oonvulsions actual epilepsy comsa on, and the patisnt dies 
of aa. internal spasm. It often happene that if a patient has snffeeed feom epilepsy aad conwl- 



akms ofaa epileptic ki»d doriof the ni^ht, he asny be aa well i&ext day as if notmng had hap- 
pened, more especially when aa adult isseined £»r the ftnt time. In eneh eases it often happens 
-that eueh ftta euoeee^ eai^h other within a short penod. I heaad the d e positi o n, of Dr. Bamford. 
If it were true that the mind of the deeeased were- distnoMed aad irritable the niaht before his 
death, I should aay that he wat sufiering from depressseo. Fkom what Osok said abeat hie mad- 
neas in. the middle of the Suadagr night 1 ^lonld iafitr that be had hemi seised by soose sadden 
«ramp oe epaam. Snppesiag that tihere was no soefa cramp» I abaadd refer what he said to aei;vea8 
and mental excitement. Ihere mtgfat be some disturbaaee of the bnaa. I do not beUeva that 
inflammatifliL can be absent while spots on the stoBBachane ptesent Ahont eighteen monlftis ago 
I exaaained the stomach of & person who had died firom Sever, in whieh I found white spats. I 
consulted varions anthom. In 'an essay on the stomaeh by Dr. Sprodboyne, a medieal asaa who 
' praetised in Bdiaburghv I fcond mentian of similaJr spots on tha Harmiarii of a yonag weaMa who 
had died suddenly. 

Dr. BAINBRIDOE, examined by Mr. Grove. 

I am a doctor of medicine, and medical officer to the St« Martin's workhouse. I have had 
much experience of convulsive disorders. Such disorders present great variety of symptoms. 
They vary as to tiie frequency of the ocourrenee and as to the muscles affected. Periodicity, or 
reeurrence at the same hours, days, or months, is common. I had a case in which a patient had 
an attack on one Christmas night, and on the following Christmas night, at the same hour« he 
iiad a similar attack. The various forms of convulsions so run into each other that it is almost 
impossible for the ^ost experienced .medtoai men to tlate where one terminates and the other 
begins. In both males and females hysteria is frequently attended by . tetanic convulsions. 
• Epileptic attacks are frequently accompanied by tetanic complications. 

€ros»^xamtned by the Attomey'GtneraL — Hysteric convulsions very rarelv^nd in death. I 
have known one case in which they have done so. That occurred within the last three months. 
It was the case of a male. It occurred in St. Martin's workhouse. The man had been for years 
eubject to this complaint. On the occasion on which he died he was ill only fbr a few minutes. 
1 did not midce ay>f ^ino f tef ir examination. I was told he was seised with sudden conroMons, 
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fell down on the ground, and in fiyo minutes was dead. There was slight olinchipg of the hands , 
but I think no locking of the jaw. The man was about thirty-five years of age. He was tbe 
brother of the celebrated aeronaut, Lieutenant Oale. In many cases of this description conscibus- 
nets is destroyed. It is not so in all. I hare met with -violent cases in which it has been pre- 
senred. I never knew a case in which during the paroxysm the patient spoke. Epilepsy is some- 
times attended with opisthotonos. I have seen cases of traumatic tetanus. In such cases the 
patient retains his eonscioufness. I have known many cases of epllepsv terminating in death. 
Loss of consciousnefcs^not universally, but generally— accompanies epilepsy. I never knew a 
ease of death from that disease where consciousness was not destroyed. I have known ten or 
twelve such fatal cases. i ** 

Be-examined by Mr. Gror^.— Persons almost invariably fall asleep after an epileptic attack. 

The Attorney- GeneraL—And after taking opiu;n P—Yes. 

EDWARD AUSTIN STEDDY, examined by Mr. Gray. 
I am a member of the Boyal College of Surgeons, and am in practice at Chatham. In Jane, 
1854, 1 attended a person; named Sarah Ann Taylor for trismus and pleuro-tothonos. When I 
first saw the patient she' was bent to one side. The convulsions came on in paroxysnu. The 
pleuro-tothonos and trismus lasted about a fortnight. The patient then so far recovered as to be 
able to walk about. About a twelvemonth afterwards, on the 3rd of March, 1855, she 
was again seized. That seizure lasted about a week. She is still alive. The friends of the 

Eatient said that the disease was brought on by depression arising from a quarrel with her 
usband. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jame».— I do not know how long before the attack this quarrel 
occurred. During it the woman received a blow upon her side from her husband. During the 
whole fortnight the lockjaw or trismus continued. In March, 1855, she was under my care about 
a week, during Ike whole of which the trismus continued. 

Dr. GEORGE ROBINSON, examined by Mr. Kenealy. 

I am a licentiate of the Royal College of Physicians, and physician to the Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Dispensary and Fever Hospital. I have devoted considerable attention to the subject of pathology. 
I have practised as a physician for ten years. I have heard the whole of the medical evidence in 
this case. From the symptoms descril>ed I should say that Cook died of tetanic convulsions, by 
which I mean, not the convulsions of tetanus, but convulsions similar to those witnessed in that 
disease. The convulsions of epilepsy sometimes assume a tetanic appearance. I know no 
department of pathology more obscure than that of convulsive diseases. I have witnessed post- 
mortem examinations after death from convulsive diseases, and have sometimes seen no morbid 
appearances whatever, and in other cases the symptoms were applicable to a great variety of 
diseases. Convulsive diseases are always connected with the condition of the nerves. The brain 
has a good deal to do with the production of convulsive diseases, but the spinal cord has more. I 
believe that grit^ granules in the region of the spinal cord would be very likely to produce 
convulsions, and 1 think they would be likely to be very similar to those described in the present 
case. I think that from what I have heard described of the mode of life of the deceased it would 
- have predisposed him to epilepsy. I have witnessed some experiments with strychnia, and have 
performed a few. I have also prescribed it in cases of paralysis. 

By the Aitomey-GeneraL—l have seen 20 cases where epilepsy has been attended by convul- 
sions of a tetanic character. I have never seen the symptoms of epilepsy proceed to anything like 
the extent of the symptoms in Cook's case. I never saw a body in a case of epilepsy so stiff as to 
rest upon the head and tiie heels. I never knew such symptoms to arise in any case except 
tetanus. When epilepsy presents any of these extreme forms it is always accompanied by 
unconsciousness. In almost every case of epilepsy the patient is unconscious at the time of the 
attack. In cases of epilepsy I have found gritty granules on the brain, and any disturbing cause 
in the system, I think, would be likely to produce convulsions. I believe that the granules in 
this case were very likely to have irritated the spinal cord, and yet that no indication of that 
irritation would have remained after death. I think that these granules might-have produced the 
death of Mr. Cook. 

The Attom€y'Ge7teraL-r-'Do you think that they did so ? — Putting aside the assumption of 
death by strychnia I should say so. 

The Attorney- General. — Are not all the symptoms spoken to by Mr. Jones indicative of death 
by strychnia ?— They certainly are, ' 

The Attorney-General, — Then, it comes to this— that if there were no other cause of death 
suggested you would say that the death in this case arose from epilepsy ? — Yes. 

^tyeant ;SA£6.— Epilepsy is a well-known form of disease which includes many others. 

DR. RICHARDSON said, 

I am a physician, practising in London. I have never seen a case of tetanas, 
properly so-called, but I have seen many cases of death by convulsions. In many instances 
they have presented tetanic 'appearances without being strictly tetanous. I have seen the 
muscles fixed, especially those of the upper part of the body. I have observed the arms 
stifiSsned out, and the hands closely and firmly dinehed until death. I have also observed a 
sense of suffocation in the patient. In some forms of convulsions I have seen contortions both 
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of the len and the feet, and the patient generallf expresses a wish to sit up. I hare known 
pttrsoQS die of a disease called angina peetoris. The symptoms of that disease, I consider, 
resemble doselj those of Mr. Cook. Anj^ina pectoris oomes under the denomination of spasmodic 
diseases. In some cases the disease is detectaUe upon posUmortem examination ; in others it is 
not. I attended one case. A girl 10 years old was under mr care in 1850. I supposed she had 
suffered from scarlet fever. She recovered so far that my visits ceased. I left her amused and 
merry in the momiag ; at half-past 10 in the evening I was called in to see her, and I found her 
dyiBg* She was supported upright at her own request, her face was pal^, the musdes of the 
0»ce ri^id, the arms rigid, the nngers clinched, the respiratory muscles completely fixed and rigid, 
and with all this there was combined intense agony and restlessness, such as I^have never wit- 
nessed. There was perfect consciousness. The child knew me, described her agony, and eagerly 
took some brandy-«nd-water from a spoon. I left for tiie purpo^ of ob^ining chloroform from 
my own house, which was 30 yards distant. When I returned her head was drawn back, and 1 
could detect no respiration ; the eyes were then fi^ed open, and the body just resembled a 
statue ; she was dead. On the following day I made a post-mortem examination. The brain 
was slightly congested; the upper part of the spinal cord seemed healthy; the lungs were 
collapsed ; the heart was in sueh a state of firm spasm and solidity and so emptied of blood that 
I. remarked that it might have been rinsed out. I could not discover any appearance of disease 
that would account for the death, except a slight effusion of serum in one pleural cavity. I 
nerer could ascertain any cause for the death. The child went to bed well and merry, and 
immediately, afterwards jumped up; screamed, and exclaimed, << I am going to die." 

The Attorney-General, — I consider that the symptoms I have described were those of 
angina pectoris. It is the opinion of Br. Jenner that this disease is occasioned by the ossification 
of some of the small vessels of the heart. I did not 'find that to be the case in this instance. 
There haye been eases where no cause whatever was discovered. It is called angina pectoris 
from its causing such extreme anguish to the chest. I do not think the symptoms I have 
described were such as would result from taking strychnia. There is this difference — ^l^at rubbing 
the hands gives ease to the patient in cases of angina pectoris. I must say there would be great 
difficulty in detecting the difference in the cases of angina pectoris and strychnia. As regards 
symptoms I know of no difference between the two. I am bound to say that if I had known so 
much of these subjects as I do now in the ease I have referred to I should have gone on to analyse 
to endearour to detect strychnia. In the second case I discovered organic disease of the heart, 
which was quite sufficient to account for the symptoms. The disease of angina pectoris comes on 
quite suddenly, and does not give an^ notice of its approach. I did not send any note of this 
case to any medical publication. It is not at all an uncommon occurrence to find the hands 
firmly clinched after death in cases of natural disease. ^ 

Mr. Sefjeant Shee. — ^There are cases of angina peetoris in which the patient has recovered 
and appeared perfectly well for a period of twenty-four hours, and then the attack has returned. 
I am of opinion that the fisct of the recurrence of the second fit in Gook*s case is more the 
symptom of angina pectoris than of strychnia poison. 

Pr. Wriffhtson was re-called, and in answer to a question put by Serjeant Shee he said it was 
8u8 opinion that when the strychnia poison was absorbed in the system it was diffused throughout 
the entire system. 

The Attorney' General, — The longer time that elapeed before the death would render the 
absorption more complete. If a minimum dose to destroy life were given, and a long interval 
elapsed to the death, the more complete would be the absorption and the less the chance of 
finding it in the stomach. 

By Serjeant Shee, — ^I should expect sUU to find it in the spleen and liver and blood. 

CATHERINE WATSON said, 

I live at Oamkirk, near Glasgow. I was attacked with a fit in October of last year. I had 
no wound of any kind on my body when I was attacked. I did not take any poison. 

The Attomey'General.—l was taken ill at night. I had felt heavy all day from the 
morning, but had no pain till night. The first pain I felt was in my stomach, and then I had 
cramp in my arms, and after that I was quite insensible. I have no recollection of anything after 
i was first attacked, except that I was bled. 

Serjeant Shee then said that he was now about to enter into another part of the case for the 
<lefence, and probably the Court would think it a convenient period to ac^ourn. 

The Lord Chief Justios said that the Court had no objection to adjourn if the learned 
Aerieant thought it would be a convenient time to do so. 

The Attorney-General requested that before the Court was formally adjourned a witness 
named Saunders, whose name was upon the back of the bill, and who was not in attendance, 
and who he believed had not made his appearance during the trial, should be called on his 
Tccognizances. He added that he believed this witness was also subpcenaed on behalf of the 
prisoner, but he (the Attorney-General) intended to have called him for the Crown. 

The Court directed that the witness should be called upon his recognizances, and this was 
done, but he did not appear. 

The Court then adjourned until 10 o'clock on Saturday morning. 
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Tlie trial of Irfllfiam Pslmei; for th« mvrAer of J<ohn Parsons Cook was retmm«d this 'BLoxamg. 
At tlra cfpenme of the proceedings and dvnog the whole day the coart was densely crowded. 
Serera} nobie lords and members of the House of (^asmons^ w«re«oC(nMnodat«d^ifh seats vpon 
t&e bench. 

The learned jttd|r«8, Lord Campbell^ Mr. Baron AMerscm, aild Mr. Justice CiwMweQ, t9ok 
their seats at 10 o'clock, and the prisoner was hnmediAteljr placed at the bar. Although to any 
one 'Who had not seen hfm stace the conameneement of the trii'l h^ might hare a^eared codm^ 
derably altered, yet the change was no greater than might na<?u!ra]ly ariso frenr the length of' 
these proceedings, and did not indicate any increase of anxiety as to the result of his tnal. To^ 
the speech of the Attorney •General he listened n^th a fixed attention, which scszeely pennatted 
a single change of i>o«ition ; but during the whole time the- expression of his oouwtenanea was 
unaltered. 

Goinurel for Hhe Crown,--Tho Attorney-G«neral, Mr. B. James', Q.C., Mr. Bodlkin, Mr. 
Welsby, and Mr. Httddlesttm; for the pvisona^lir. Seijeant Sk«e, Mfr. Grores, Q.C., Mr. <Oray, 
and Mr. KeneaTy. 

OliTer Pemberton, examined by Mr. I^nyeakt ISheei^I am lece««r en anatoioy at Queen's 
College, Brrmingham, and surgeon to tA^e U^neral Hospital in that town. I was pvesent sit the 
examination ef the body of Cook after its exhvmatien in January hmtf. I oteerred tha spinal 
cord. It was not in such a state a»to enable me to say what bad; been its ceadkien ianmediately 
after the death of the deceased. The upper pait, where the brain had bcensepanafted, was green 
in colour from the eifi»cts of decompontion. The remaining- pertiea, though fairly prescretd ior a 
body which had been buried two mentiie, w«a so seft tlMit I ce«kl net fom any cj^iaiim cat»iia 
state imiaediately after death. 

Cross-examined by the At(omef-Gener€sl — It" was thfe day after the long canal had been 
opened that I saw the spinal cord. ' The opening of that canal would expose the oerd to the 
atmosphere, but it was still to a certain extent jn^tected by a strong membtaae* it is my ias- 
pression that the dura mater or outer membrane was net opened until I was pvesent. I am not 
certain of that. I attended on behalf ef the prisoner, as also did Mr. Bolton, a prstfesser ef 
Queen's College, Birmingham. 

Mr. Serjetmt Shee intimated that this vonduded the Uie^ca) efideace on beMf ef the 
prisoner. 

HENRT MATTHEWS, esamioed by Mr. Grw?e, 

I am an Im^ctn^ of i'olice at the Suston-square railway station. I was stationed there on 
Monday, the 19th of Noyember last. The last train from London to the north, which stops 
at Rugeley, leaves London, and left on that day, at 2 o'clock in the afternoon. The express 
train left at 5 o'clock in the af^rnoon. It is due at Stafford at 8.42 pm. ; but on the night I 
have mentioned did not arrive until 8.45 p.m. The distance from Stanord to Rugeley is by 
railway nine miles \ by road I don't know how far. The quickest mode of getting to l^ugeley 
after the 2 o'clock tram has left London is by express train to Stafford, and thence by road to 
Bugeley. 

JOSEPH FOSTER, examined by Mr. Gray. 

I am a farmer and grazier at Sibbextoft, JSortfaaoiptonBhiffej Up to Lady-day last I kept 
the Qeo]:ge Hatel» at W eUord, in that coun^. I knew Cook, for many years beiore his death. 
I haye met )iim on the hunting field, at dinner, and in various other places. I think he wa^ 
of a- weak constitution. I £osm this opinion from the fact that> when X have been out with 
him, he has- o£%w. had. bilious attacj&s. Those are the only circumstances from wludL I form tha 
optnioa. 

Cross-examined by Mr. James. — I had known Cook many years. For the last two years ^ 
he hunted se^My in Noi^thamptoashire. Sometimes he kept, two horses, and sometimes 
three. I have known him to hunt three days a- week, and that pretty regularly, when he was 
weU* I. knew Mr. George Fell. There is a cricket club at \|^elfuxd. I have seen Cook play, 
but not foi these last three or four years. I last saw Cook at Lutterworth about the xaiddle of 
Oetobolast, I should think -it is a year and a half, since he last had a bilious sick headachs. 
That oQ^ured at my own house. He could not hunt that day. He had come to my house to 
UMet the hounds, but did not go out. He stayed two or three hours, and then went home. I wUI 
net swear that I did not see him in the hunting field within a week. 

Re-examined by Mx. Gmy.-^X never saw him sick on any other occaaien except at a cricket 
mateh seven years sgOb It was after dinner. 

GEORGE MYATT, examined by Mr. Grove. 
I am a saddler, and reside at Rugeley. I was at Shrewsbury Races on the Tuesday, 
the day that Folestar won. I was at the Raven Hotel on the Wednesday. I saw Cook 
and Falmer there that evening about 12 o'clock. I was waiting in ^e room when they 
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eaine in. I considered Cook the worse for liquor. They proposed to have a glass of brandy- 
and-water each before they went to bed. We each had a glass of that liquor. While we 
were drinking it Cook made some remark that be fancied it was not good. He drank off the 
best part of his glass, and then said he thought there was something in it, and gaTe it to 
some one who was standing by to taste. Cook proposed to have some more, but Palmer said 
he would not have any more unless Cook drank his up. No more brandy came in, and we all 
went to bed. I slept in the same room as Palmer. The brandy was brought in in a decanter. 
Mine was poured out, but I don't know by whom. I did not leave tne room after Cook 
and Palmer came in until we went to bed. I never saw anything put into the 
brandy-and- water. It could not have been put i|i without my seeing it. Palmer and' 
I went to bed together, I believe we left Cook in the fitting-room. liotbiog more 
occurred during the night. When we went to bed I locked the be4-room dmr, and 
Palmer did not leave the room during the night. When we got up in the morning 
Palmer asked me to go and call Cook. I did so. I went to the door of Cook a bedroom, rapped 
at it, and Ke told me to come in. I went in, and he told me how ill he had been dnrtng the 
night. He said that he had been obliged to send for a doctor. He asked me what was put in 
the brandy- and- water, and I told him that I did not think anything was. He tslced me to send 
'* the doctor,'* meaning Palmer, to him. I did so. I next saw Cook when he esou into the 
room to bTeekfwt. Palmer was then in the room. Palmer and I had breaUvted birfefe Cook 
came in. * He braakfie»ted m the same room. At ught we all three went to Rugeky. We dined 
together ai the Raven first. We left Shrewsbury about 6 o'clock by the ezymft train. Palmer 
paid for xh^ three tickets. On their way to Ruseley Palmer waa aiek, aad he and Cook said 
they could not account for it. Palmer vumited. This waa on the road between Stafford and 
Bngeley. We had left the train at Stafford, and were than in a fly. They said they eould not 
aoeonnt fag tfaa Tomitiiig nnlaai the dinner bad haen eooked in a brasa Tassel, or there was some* 
thing the matter with the water ; and that there had been a great ma^ ywrg^ utk at Shrewsbury 
lUeea. J had heard other people say that they had been iUt and eonld not aoeonnt for it. The 
diMsuBOe by the road ixom. btalibrd to Rugely ia nine milea. 

Croaa-examiaed by Mr. Jambs.—I have known PaUner all hia Mib, Mm dealt with me for 
saddlerj'. I have not recently been in the hahit of going to races with him. I Iwvo gone occa> 
sionsdly. I have never been at Doncaalcr with him. I was at W^yerhampton Raeca with him 
in Att^oat laat. We went there together. We did not sleep in the same room there. We did 
not stop at the same hotel. I stopped with a brother-in-law. I was at Wolverhampton a couple 
of days. I never dined nor breakfasted with Palmer. I alao attended Lichfield Races with him 
in September last. The course is within 10 it^it*^ of Rugeley. We did not sleep at Lichfield. 
I did not go with Palmer nor did I return hame with him. I think that is about all the races 
that I ;wa8 at last year. Except at Shrewsbury I never slept in a double-bedded room with 
Palmer at any races. I never was at Worcester in my life. Palmer *paid my hotel expenses at 
Shrewsbury. He has never paid my expenses at other races. I dare say that I was at races 
with Palmer the year before last. I wsA at two er three, but cannot say how many. I 
had an interview with Palmer in Stafibrd Gaol.^ I was ^ith him about a couple of 
hipnrs. It is a month or five weeks ago. I cannot* say whether it was since the Stafibrd 
Assizes or before. Mr. Smith said he was going, and I thought I should like to see 
Palmer. Now and then I have stood half-a-sovereign or a sovereigii on Palmer's hqrses. 
I did not bet at Shrewsbury. I did not back Cook's mare Polestar. I have stood 
a'soyereign -or so wd^th Palmer upon a horse. It was as near as possible 12 o'clock 
when I first saw Cook and Palmer at the Raven. I had dined at Rugeley. I arrived at 
Shrewebury between 8 and 9 o'clock. I went to the Raven. I knew the room vrhieh Palmer 
generally had, and I went up to it to see if he was in. Near the door (out-side) I saw Cook, 
who said, *' Holloa ! what brings yott here ? " I told him I had come to see how they were 
getting on. Palmer had gone out, so I went into the town. I returned to the Raven in 
about an hour, and went into Palmer's room. Palmer was not there, but a man named 
Shelley — a betting man — was. I waited about a couple of hours — that is, till about 12 o'clock, 
when Palmer and Cook came in. Cook was the worse for liquor, but not very drunk. He was 
so mnch the worse for it that I could easily see that he was so. The brandy-and- water waa 
brought in directly. The brandy was brought in in a decanter, but I cannot say how the water 
vras brought. It might have been upon the table. I should say that the tumblers were brought 
up with the brandy. I do not remember Mrs. Brooks coming or Palmer being called out of the 
room. A gentleman eame in, whom I now know to be Mr. Fisher. Palhiex had not left 
the room before that. That I will swear. He never left the room until we went to bed. 
When PSsher came in. Cook asked Palmer to' have some more brandy-and- water. Palmer said 
he would not have any more unless Cook drunk his. Palmer sat close to me. Cook drunk his 
brandy off at a draught. Directly he had drunk It he said there was something in it, I will 
•wear that he did not say ^* It burns my throat." - He said nothing of that kind. He gave it 
to Bpme one to taste, but made no other observation. I believe it was Fisher to whom he gave 
it to be tasted. I will not swear whether it was Palmer or Cook who gave it to Fisher. When 
Cook drank the brandy-and-v^ater there were only four persons in the room. X can't say 
whether any one but Fisher came in afterwards. When Cook drunk it he as nearly as possible 
emptied the glass. There was a little left in it. I will not swear whether or not Palmer touched 
the glass. I believe he tasted wl^at was left in the glass, and said he could not taste anything 
that was the matter with the brandy-and-water. I belieye he handed the glass to Fisher. I do 
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not recollect that Fisher said <'It in of no use giving me the glass, it is empty." I will not 
swear that he did not. About 20 minutes or half an hour eUpsed before Palmer and I 
went to bed. Cook did not leave the room before we did. Palmer and I went straight 
up to bed. We left Cook in the sitting-room. I did not that night hear of Co^'s 
-vomiting, or of his being ill. I only drank one glass of brandy-and-water. We drank oar 
l)randy with cold water. On the following day (Thursday) I dined with Palmer at the Raven. 
Cook carved. During the first two days of the inquest on Cook's body I was at home at Rugeley. 
I did not go to the inquest. 

Re-examined by Mr. Grove. — I was not supposnaed for the Crown. I was examined, but not 
f ummoned. There was an officer of the gaol present during the whole of my interview with 
Palmer at Stafford. We did not talk about this case. 

The Attorney-General.— Did not you tell Mr. Gardner that you knew nothing about the 
^andy-and-water at Shrewsbury ? — No. 

Did you not tell Mr. Crisp and Mr. Sweeting that you knew nothing about it? — No; I told 
them what I knew about it. 

Will you swear you did not tell them anything about it ? — I do ; I told them exactly what I 
tell you now. \ 

JOHN SERGEANT, Examined by Mr. Serjeant Shee. 

I am of no business. I attend almost every race in the kingdom. I knew Cook intimately. 
Talso know the prisoner Palmer. During the Shrewsbury Races I received a letter from Cook. 
I was subpoenaed on the part of the Crown, but had no notice to produce the letter. I have 
not got it. I searched for it, but I found I had sent it to Saunders the trainer. I applied to him 
for it by letter, to which I received no answer. I have taken all means to obtain Cook's Utter. 
I have no copy of it. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee submitted to their lordships that he had now proved sufficient to enable him 
to give secondary- evidence as to the contents of this letter ; but as there was a possibility that 
Saunders (the witness who was on the previous day called upon his recognizances, but did not 
attend), might be examined, -the Court ruled that secondary evidence coiud not be received. 

Examination continued. I was not at Shrewsbury, and I don't know what Palmer and Cook 
won or lost there beyond what Cook told me. Shortly before Cook's death.! had an opportunity 
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of notking the itete of liit throat I wti with him at Liyerpool on the week prerious to the 
Shrewtbnxy Races ; we dept in adjoining rooms, and in the morning he called my attention to 
the state of his throat I looked at it, and saw that it was fnll of ulcers and rery much 
inflamed. His tongue was swollen. I told him I was surprised that he could eat ah'd drink 
with his mouth and throat in such a state. He said it had been in that state for weeks and 
months, and now he did not take .notice of it. That was all which thdn passed between us 
about the sore throat He had shown me that his throat was in this state preriously, at 
almost erery one of our meetings. On the platform at Liverpool, after the races, I saw 
him take a gingerbread nut, with cayenne in it, by mistake. He told me afterwards 
that it was yery nearly killing him. I'He . did not say more particularly than that 
what effect it produced upon him. 'At Liverpool,* the week before the Shrewsbury races. 
Cook was very poor.- He owed me 25/., and hs gaye me 10/. on account. He -said he had 
not sufficient to pay his expenses at Liverpool, but that I should have the rest on the Shrewsbury 
Week. ' Cook and Palmer were in the' habit of *' putting on " hbrses for each other. They did so 
at the Liverpool meeting. I<*put on" money for Palmer at Liverpool, and' he told me that 
Cook stood it along -with him. I have heard Cook, a short time before his death, apply to 
Palmer to supply him with a lotion called *' black wash." [It was admitted tiiat this was a 
mercurial lotion.] I never saw his throat dressed by any one. 

Cross-examined by Mr. James^ Q. C— -The black wash was not to be drunk. That happened 
at the Warwick meeting in the spring of 1855. Cook was at Newmarket before the 'Warwick 
meeting. He was at nearly all the autunmal races of last year. At Liverpool his. appetite was 
pretty good. I was surprised at seeing him eat so much. The cayenne was mixed up for a trick 
in one nut, which was mixed withjother nuts. .Of course cayenne nuts are stronger than otiher nuts; 

i JEREMIAH SMITH, Examined by Mr. Serfeant Shee, 

^ I am an attorney at Rugeley. I am acquainted with Palmer, and I also knew the late Mr. 
Cook. - I saw Cook at the Talbot Arms on Friday, the 16th of November, in his bedrdom, about 
10 o'clock. I was present at his breakfast.. He breakfasted in bed. . He took a cup of tea with a 
wineglass of brandy in it. On the same day I dined in his company at Palmer's house. I am not 
sure whether I saw him in the interval. "We had a rumpsteak, and we drank champagne at dinner 
and port wine after dinner. We drank three bottles altogether, and Cook drank his share. There 
were only Cook, Palmer, and myself. Dinner was over about half past 2, and we rose from table 
between 5 and 6. , Cook and I left the house towards 6. We went to my house^ and from there 
to the Albion Hotel. We had a glass of cold brandy-and- water each, and Cook left me there. He 
said before he went that he felt cold, and warmed himself at the fire. He also said that he would 
go home and read in bed. He had borrowed a book. He left me between 7 and 8. In the after- 
noon, after dinner, we were talking about racing, and I asked Cook for money — for 501. He gave 
me 51. When he took the note out of his case, I said — '* Why ^ou can pav me alL" He said, 
** No ; there is only 41/. 10s. due to you. I cannot let you have it, because I have given Palmer 
money, but I will pay you the remamder when I return from TattersaU*s on Monday." On the 
next night (Saturday^ Cook was not well, and I slept in his room. It was late (about 12) when 
we went to oed. In tne early part of the night he was unwell. He got some toast-and-water and 
was washinff his mouth; he was sick, and he gargled his throat. A night-chair was in the room. 
I saw him were once, at leajst. He retched, but I don't know whether he was able to vomit, 
because I did not leave my bed. About 2 o'clock I went to sleep, being tired, as I had been out 
shooting, and I slept until Palmer and Bamford came in the morning. ' I heard a conversation 
between the doctors and Cook as I lay in the bed. Bamford said, *^ Well, Mr. Cook, how are you 
this morning?" Cook said, *' I am rather better. I slept from about 2 or 3 o'clock after the 
house had Income quiet." Bamford said, *' I will send you some medicine." I don't recollect 
that thei'e was any further conversation, and I got up and left the house. I know Mrs. Palmer, 
the prisoner's mother. In consequence of what passed between me and her on the Monday 
evening, I went about nine o'clock to the prisoner's house to see if he had arrived. I did not 
find him. About ten minutes piMt ten I saw him. He was coming from the direction of Stafford 
in a car. He said, " Have you seen Cook to-day ? " I said, ** No. I have been to Lichfield on 
'business." He said, *' We nad better run up and see him before I go to my mother's, or it will 
be too late." We then went up to Cook's room together. Cook said, '* You are late to-night, 
doctor ; I did not expect you to look in. I have taken the medicine which you gave me." W'e 
did not stay more than two or three minutes. I think he aSked me why I had not called in 
earlier, and I told him I had been to Lichfield on business. He said he had taken the pills which 
Bamford had sent, intimating, as I thought, that he should not have taken them if Palmer had 
cidled in. 

Did Palmer when he entered the room m%ke inquiries of the nature which a medical man 
-usually makes to his patient ? 

The Attorney-General oljected to this question. 

Mr. Serjeant §Ae«.— What inquiries were made ? 
- Witness.-— Cook told Palmer that he had been up, talking with Saunders and Ashmall part tot 
the day. Palmer said, ** You ought not to have got up." I don't remember that anything else 
passed. We left the room together and went straight to Palmer's mother, whose house is 400 or 
600 yards from the Talbot Arms. We were there about half an hour. We left together and 
went then to Palmer's house. 1 asked him for some refreshment (a glass of ffrog), but could not 
get it I left Palmet in the house and went home. The day after we had dinsd at Pahner's I 
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Mked Cook 4Jid FAJspier 4o dine with s»e. Cook jcnt me a fneasfige ah duit d«74 that Jb» was not 
wcU esough to ka<re bia room, and that he could not come to id^aner. I haa a boiled 1^ oi 
inutton for dinner, and I eeoit p^rt of tbe broth from the Albion bj a charwoman 0, tihinh her 
I was Bowney) to Cook. 1 bocrowed 200/. far Cook shor^ before his death, and I also 



aego^ated a loan with Pratt for 6001. for him. I borrowed lOO'. /rom^Mxa. Pa)aier^ and X002L 
£roin William Palmer to make np the 200/. When CooVa horse was ^oiitf to run. Palmer *< put 
on'* £» him, and when Palmer's ran, Cook ''put on''' fer him* I have teen Thirlbj, 
palmer's, former assistant, dres9 Cook's tkroat with caustic. I tbnk this was dueflj before 
the races at Shrewsbury, I haye some signatures of Cook^s which t know to be in his hand- 
writing. The two notes with instructions to negetiate the loan^ef 5007. 1 saw Cook s^. [The 
notes were put iaf] One of them is signed " J. P. Cook.'* the other •*' J. pArsons Cook." 
I knew from Cook that he was served with a writ, but I-don^ think that J was present when h.9 
was aenred. I do not remember whether I received any instructions to tvppear for hiau 

The letters put in were read by the Clerk of Jlrraigns. The first was signed *' J. Pazsona 
Cook," Monday ; and was in the following -terms: — 

« Uj dear Sir,— I have been in a devil of a fix about the hUl, hut have at last Mttled it At the 

eost of an ez4sa two guineas, for the < d d' disceunter had issued « writ i^ainat me. I em 

very much disgusted at it.^' 

Witn^fs fconitinued.— The letter was seat to me, hut X have destroyed the envelope. The next 
letter bore the date 25th of June, 1855, and was as iioIUws : — 

" Dear Jerryj — I should like to have ihe bill renewed for two months. Can it T>e done? Let me 
know by return. I have scratched Polestar for the Nottinghamshire and Wolveriiamptoa stakes. I 
diall be down on Friday or Saturday. Pred. tells rent Arabas will win the Northumberland stakes." 

The memorandum put in and read wns signed " Z. P. Cook,*^ and the following is a copy : — 

*' Polestar three yeata, Sirins two years ; by winr iff nartgage 'to seovre 800/. advanced upon a 
hili of ezchanffe for 500/;., dated 29th «f Angust, 1S55, payable three months after date." 

Cross-eaamined by the AUome^-General,—Jixe yon the gentleman who took Mr. Hyatt to 
Sta&»rdGaol?~Iam. 

Have you known Pahner long ? — ^Ihave known him long and veiy inUmate^^ and have been 
employed a good deal as an attorney by Palmer and his family. 

to December, 1854, did he apply to you to at/test a proposal of his brother Walter Palmer for 
18,000/1 in the Solicitors And General Insurance Office ? — I cannot reeoUect ; if gwu will let me see 
the document I will tell you. 

Will you swear that you were not supplied to ?— I will not swear either Aat I was not applied to 
for that j)arpoae or that I waa. If yon will let me see the document I shall recctgnise my writing 
at eoca. 

. In Jamuary, .1655, were tou applied to V Falm^ to attest a jproposal of hialxrolher for 13,000f. 
in the Prince of Wales Oi&ce ?— I dcai't reooUeot. 

Don't jrecollect ! Why 13,000/. was a large sum for a manlike Walter Pahner^ wasn't it, ^o 
hadn't a ahilling in the world ?^-^h, he had jnoney^ because I know that he uved retired and 
-carried on no bnsiness. 

Didn't you know that he was an uncertificated 'hsakrupt > — I know that he had lieen ahank- 
Tupt some years before, but I did not know that he was an uncertificated bankrupt. I know that 
he had an allowance from his mother, but I do not know whether he had money Irom any oUier 
source. I believe that his brother William (the prisoner) gave him money at difreront limes. 

Where, in the course of 1854 and 1855, were you liviag— in Bugeley ?— Xn ]i8$4 I f}v^\ I 
Resided partly with William Palmer, and sometimes at his mother^s. 

Did you sonoetimes sleep at his mother's ?^-Yes. 

When you did that where did you sleep ?— In a mom. 

Did you sleep in his mother^s room — on your oath were, you not intimate with her — you know 
-well enough what I mean ? — I had no other intimacy, Mr. Attorney, than .a proper intimacy. 

How often did you ideef) at her house, having 4n estahUshment of your own. at Hugeley?-- 
iE!ra%uently. Two or.three times a-week. 

Are yon a single or a znarried man }—A single man. 

How long did that practice of sleeping two or thf ee tixnea a week a^t Mra. Palmer's CGoitinuc ?— 
Per several years. 

Had you your own lodgings at Ri;^eley at the time f— Tes, all the time. 

How £eu: were your lodginga from Jora. Palmer's house}—! should say Aearlr a uuarter 
of a mile. 

Explain how it happened that you, having your own plaoe of abode within a quarter of a mile, 
slept two or three times a week at Mrs. Palmer's'?--Sometimes her son Joseph or other members 
of her family were on a visit to her, and I went to bee them. 

And when jrou went to see those members of her family was it too far for you to return a 
quarter of a mile in the evening ? — ^Why we used to play a gaoM of (uurds, and have a gl^^w of gin- 
and-water, and smoke a pipe perhaps ; and then thej said " It is late— <you had better stop all 
Ai^t ; *' and I did'. There was no partieulas reason why I did not go heme that I know of. 

Did that go on for three or four jeaie ?— Yes ; and I sometimes used to .stop there when then 
was nobody there at all — when they were all away from home, the mother and all. 
> And you hajre slept there when toe aons were not there and the mother was ?— Tea. 

How often aid that h^pen ?-~Sometimes for two or three nights a-week, for some jnr>Tw^ n ^t a 
rtlme^ and, then perhaps I would not go near the house for a months ' 



What did jou stop for on those nights when the sons were not there ; there was no one to 
smoke and drink with then, and you might have gone home, might you not ? — Yes ; but I 
did not. 

Do YOU mean to say on your oath that there Was nothing but a proper intimacy between you 
and Mrs. Palmer ? — I do. 

Now, I will turn to another suhjeit. Were you called upon to attest another proposal for 
13.000/. by Walter Palmer in the Uuirersal Office ?~I cannot say ; if you will let me see the 
proposal I shall know. 

I a^ 7^) ^^* *" ^" attorney and a man of business, whether you cannot tell me whether you 
were applied to by William Palmer to Attest a proposal for an assurance for 13,000/. on the life 
of Waiur F^iiter ?— I say that I do n«t recd^lect it. If I «ould see any document on the subject 
I dare ny i chould remember it. 

Do yom t«inember getting, a U. Mtfe 1^ ttfHMku^ m Ms s gam ent by Walter Palmer to his 
lirotlMr ^ B«ch a policy ?— PeriM|>s 1 9ijg^. 1 4dm^ MoettMfc j^ssitiTely. 

The Attovne^'Gemrui (hanliiaaig n AcMommA «• wiBtaM«s>.-4B tihat your tigaature ^^tt i» v^ry 
like mf «%Mltifcre. 

fib,^ yen angr do»bt 4dMmt It h-^Khet «eHk»An«]Me ImiSmIoii) I hare weet^ -di^lbt. 

Read ^im 4m it B t miA , tmA teU te, tn yotwr «8mMa »i«k» w Widiiit it fa yo«ir aigwiluM^^ ktTd 
«Mue ^ottlft wketktsr ft is «i»e. 

Reftdtaw^MMMftV^^ WiMil|^NgiMdiA|<9«refttftK-^w«aiiotv 

I mnSl h*ve mi «Mrw«r Ams ytMt «ti y«wr oatk tm^ w^;f <o» anoHier. Isn't 'tl»A ydur liatid- 
.-wTltoi^?— t b^e^ l^t It is Wit My teMdhntitia^. t tliM ttfiU H fb % Yety <^ire» toMtiMx 

Willyxmsirear«kfttitlsttdl^'^%IHL I lltfiiik tfeoit U faat«fyg«^iMiMteiiB^tty b^ 

%ritiitg. ' 

Bcron Kj.^Kmvs.-^TM you ever mbIm «Mk wa «llMl!all«A ?«4 iktt^ »Mftll«a, Wi» lUttL 

«ignature ?--I W^ev* ifeMt i* WalWt MmstV 

I^kfttth«atte8MittMtna«lMW<otHb«<<%ftdl^Mfth^ «M «^ k Mr^ Film's 

b«ndwrit-i«sg r— Hvey are, *' ^ ^ . 

Did y«a nceiT* llHitft«M ]ilr.FNM^--^MifciilDely I4ld$ b«^ It 

might \m9t %efim Mnt «■ WIUmm PalMftr. 
Did y^ reOMte Ic ItMa WilllMn M«M9r^-^t dd&n know; Y«ry tiltftljr t M. 

Did William MM«r gt¥» |«ft- Ihait duoMMnt ? W[ Jiave no do^bt Im d£d» 

If that be the doeament he gave you, and INniB are the signalMlM of "Walter Palmer and of 
Pratt, is not the efUxer signature yours ?— I*U UH ^ou, Mr. Attorney-^ 

Don't ** Mr. Attorney " me, sir ! Answer my Question. Isn't tkat your handwriting ?--I 
l>elieTe it not to be. 

Will you swear that it isn't ?— I be3i««re that 5* ftrftot. 

Did you apply to the Midland Counties Insurance Office in October^ 1855, to bet . appointed 
their ageiit at Rugeley ?— I tlliftk I did. 

Did you send them a proposal tm the Mfc of Bateft fbt W,6t)d^. — you jrbuVself ?— t *di4. ' 

Did William Palmer apply to you to lettd that projJbsal ?— Bates and Pal«i6r came tojgetner lo 
my oti3ce with « probpetftns, and ^sked me if I ktiew wlxteth«r there #as any a|^ent ^t that cbai- 
pany in Rttgetey ? 1 toM l^m t had ti«ter heafd of one, and tW the A ask)ed tfte it I would 
write and get the appointment, because Bates wanted to ralW.Some money. . ,^ 

Did you send to the Midland Office and ^t ttppolnted us their ^ent in Itugele^,ih order rto 
effect that 10,0aW. insiuwitrte *A Birtes's life ?^I did. 

Was 6«te8 at tbat time eup^eiKhtending William Palm%t's Bta'd ftnd stables ^^ite wis. 
' At**»lftTt of 1*. «i-*treek?— l€to*tte!lhislralary. . . 

After that did you go to the widow of Walter Palmer to jffet hct t6 give up he* cidmi on tte 
«oIicy of hw hU^bfcnd ?— I did. 

Where was the at tlvat time f^AtlAttetpool. 

Did you receive a deeiilttent ftom P«tl to take to het ?— WflllAfn P^almfel* gaVe mfe one which 
iMid been directed to Hfm. . *, ' 

Did the widow refuse ? — She said she shoidd like her soliqitOt to see it ; and 1 sola, '^ By all 

Of «cm«e! Didn't she teftis6 to do it***didtt't ynti bring it back ?—l brought it back as 
I ,had no instructions to leave it. 

Didn't she say that she had understood from het husband that tlid insurance was for 
lOOOA? 

Mr» SeifyMint She* objected to this qtrestiott. What passed between &e widow and witness 
could be no evidence against the prisoner. 

The Attorney- General said, that the q^uestion was intended to affect the credit of the witness, 
and with lUiat yitw it was most important. . 

The Court ruled tbflt ^e question eould not be ptlt. 

'£bto Aetom4y*G9m9nd.'^J>o fOTk liOt know thfet Walttt Palmet obtained nothing fijr making 
that assignment ? — I believe that he ultimately did get something for it. 

Don't yen know l^at what he g«t Was a bill for 900^ f^Yesi ftnd ^e had a Imu^ iucola^jbeid 
far him* 

Don't you know thikt he g^ a bill for SSOei. ?^Ym. 
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And don't you know that that bill was never paid ?— No, I do not. 

Now, I'll refiresh your memory a little with regard to those proposals (handing witness a 
document). Look at that, and tell me whether it is in your handwriting ? — It is. 

Refreslung your memory with that, I ask you were you not applied to by William Palmer in 
December, 1854, to attest a proposal on the life of his brother Waiter for 13,000/. in the Soliciton 
and GFeneral Insurance Office ?— I might haye been. 

Were you or were you not, sir ! Look at that document, and say have you any doubt upon 
the subject ? — I do not like to speak from memory with reference to such matters. 

No ; but not speaking from memory in an abstract sense, but having vour memory refiredied 
by a perusal of that document, have you any doubt that you were applied to^— I have no dofubt 
that I might have been applied to. 

Have you any doubt that in January, 1855, you were called on by William Palmer \to attest 
another proposal for 13,000/. on his brother's life in another office ; look at the document and tell 
me ? — I see the paper, but I don't know : I might have signed it in blank. 

Bo you usualiy sigpi attestations of this nature in blank ? — I have some doubt whether I did 
not sign several of them in blank. 

On your oath, looking at that document, don't you know that William Palmer applied to you 
to attest that proposal upon his brother's life for 13,000/. ?— He did apply to me to attest proposals 
n some offices. 

Were they for large amounts ? — One was for 13,000/. 

Were you applied to to attest another for the like sum in the Universal Office ? — I might be. 

They were made much about the same time, were they net } You did not wait for the 
answers to come back to the first application before you made the second ? — I do not know that 
anyanswers were^etumed at all. 

' Will you swear that you were not present when Walter Palmer executed the deed assigning 
the policy u^n his life to his brother William Palmer ? Now, be careful, Mr. Smith, for 
depend upon it you shall hear of this again if you are not. — I will not swear that I was, I think 
I was not ? I am not quite positive. 

' (Very few of the answers to these questions of the Attorney- General were given without con- 
siderable hesitation, and the witness appeared to labour under a sense of embarrassment wbleh 
left a decidedly im&vourable imi>|',e8sion upon the minds of the audience.) 
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Do you know that the 200/. bill was given for the purpose of enabling William Palmer to 
make up a sum of 500/. ? — I believe it was not ; for Cook received absolutely from me 200/. If 
I am not mistaken, he took it with him to Shrewsbury races — not the last races. 

In whose favour was the bill drawn ? — I think in favour of Willian^ Fahner. I don?t know 
what became of it. I have never seen it since. I cannot state with certainty who saw me on the 
Monday ; but I called at the Talbot Arms, and went into Cook's room. One of the servants gave 
me a candle.. As well as I can remember, the servant who did so was eidier Bond, Mills, or 
I^avinia Barnes, I can't say which. 

Ke-examined by Mr. Serjeant Shee, — I have known Mrs. Palmer, the prisoner's mother, for 
twenty years. It is upwards of twenty years since her husband died. I should think she must 
be about sixty years of age. William Palmer is not her eldest son. Joseph is the eldest. He 
resides at Liverpool, and Is a timber merchant. He is 45 or 46 years of age. I think George is 
the next son. He lives at Kugeley. He was frequently at his mother's house. There is another 
son, a clergyman of the Church of England. He resided with his mothei^until within the last two 
years, except when he was at college. There is a daughter. She lives with her mother. 
There are three servants. Mrs. Palmer's family does not visit much in the neighbourhood of 
Bugreley . Her bouse is a large one, and there are many spare bedrooms in it. I slept in the room 
nearest the old church. * 

Mr. Serjeant Shee.— 1b there any pretence for saying you have ever been charged with any 
improper intimacy with Mrs. Palmer. 

Witneaa.-^l hope not. 

Mr. SeTJednt Shee. — Is there any pretence for saying so ? 

Witness. — There ought not to be. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee. — Is there any truth in the statement or suggestion that you have had any 
improper intimacy with Mrs. Palmer ? 

Witness. — They might have said so, but they had no reason for saying so. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee.-^ls there any truth in the statement ? 

Witness. — I should say not. (Laughter.) 

William Joseph Sanders, a witness, subpcenaed both by the Crown and the prisoner, was then 
called upon his recognisance, but did not appear. 

l^he Attorney 'General said, he should be extremely sorry to commence his reply if there were 
any chance of the witness making his appearance. 

JLiOrd Campbell. — There does not appear to be the slightest chance. He has been called 
repeatedly. ' 

Mr. Serjeant Shee said, be should now ask for the production of a letter written by Cook to 
Palmer on the 4th of January, 1855. 

The letter, of which the following is a copy, was then put in and read : — 

** Lntterworth, Jan. 4, 1855. 

'< My Dear Sir,— I sent up to London on Tuesday to baok St. Hubert for 50/., and my ocna- 
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mission has returned Vk- 1^^ rfiare, tW«cef>rB» booked ^0 to 9ff •gaiiMt- him, to gala moaey. 
There is a small balance oK^tSt due to you^ which I tbr^t to girvyou tlvt ether day. Tell Will 
to debit meirith it oa. aiocQUAA of youv 8h«r« of training rynrhiae. I \n]| also write to him to do 
so, and there wUl b»% balance due £rom him to me. 

"You»fci4hfiiUyv 

" TV. Palmer, Btai. •* J. Pabsons Cook,"^ 

Mr. Ssfjeant Skm eoniended that ho w<u entitled to re{>ly on the part of the evi^^nee. Thfr 
course taken by t^ Attorney-General in geMing at tke contents of the check, the contents of an 
assignnient of th» policy on Walter Palmer's lUe, and the contents of the proposals to Tariouft 
offices for the insiuance^ he submitted entitled him to a reply on thM» points. 

The Lo&D Ciowr Justice. — We are of opinion thnt yon fiave no* sight to reply. 

M r . Baron Ajj)^M6QV.-^^SbaL ift< <|«it» oliBac. 

'Sh^MCortuii^r^t»»0t:Ql aw^ ]|#h«3r beea talMt somewhttb bjf aiaisauft^staiiqpfiij^tha < 
ofDir^BSi3faM(kiKNfciN9ldbqmti^tio<th8 4^ "^"^ 

t&8e^»«faioQte»aii4amtitaBniliiMt. Be had now those books im hila f« 
otpnitdt^mmm ^p«Btaim». anauieottib of that fast of the erJitoM 

Thi» €9imft iftrniiiliA •oMiM.lrti^aMl&satMuik 

The Jfeteiw ^ i fe w ffag Btmr Het- vagfirom the psrt of the dxrwn^ mS spofte as filbwa : 
please yowrlMUti^ani fg^saiiSamask of ib& iprfy the eaee for tlei iHMWutiiui and tbafe &e ifia 
defence aQQ:b^A»» 30% anidtmHnrheoemw my daLty tQaridi«i»><M»yKaiwdfeaftMgya<aimfciyi>tl^ 
whole of tikft «na&&ae as sag|^iB<t. JftamgrTtr^n to^m^ jomii^ IftsS iftailtl Iwa ainioflt as^n and 
important ^si^ i»< jfsaSonn.. Ji wieU tha4} f aonM hare aaaweBQcC tha afiffiaZ' maEk to me the oilier 
day by my TeMaed dnunl, Sei^eant Shee,. and say that I am satisfied' with the case which lie 
Bubittitted to you fbr the; defence ; bn* standing here as the instrument of public justice, I fed 
that I should be wanting in the duty I have to perfoim if I did not reyert to my original position, 
and again solicit at your hands a rerdict o£ gnilly agiwst the accused. I approach the con- 
sideration of the case in what, I hope, I may term a spirit of fairness and moderation. M7 
business is to con^^ve.yott^ if I can) by ftetn atid> liegitil&ate- avgumantg^ of 'the^piiisoner's guilt;, 
and if I cajp.ot establish it to your satisfactiDu, no man will r^ice.more than I shall in a vei'dij^ , 
of acquittal. €fentlemen, in the mass of evidence whfch has been brouglit before jontfwomani 
qtiesti'ons present themselves prominently &r. your considerajdon. Did the dieiceafied xoao,. iiit(v 
whose. dea^: we are now. inquiring^ die a nai^iral death, or wa«rha taken q££ by tbe fbulmeaiigot 
poison.^ 4^ ^ ^c lattei; pro^|oaition« be sanfitivned b|i thOi evideBiM^ then comas tJia-iiiH^arlMit' 
qnetftdon* T^etb^ tibue pvmonea; a^ the- bar waa tib». sbAfm t£ kbt 43atJ&L ?: h tkitti proctfld 1^ th». 
CQMsidlarali^Bu 0^ thfi('£aiJ^4eti ini tha enter I bnva mealinnad, Bixl Jofan Bbtsoiis GaA: MsF^Bf 
poison ? I again assert the affirmative of that proposition. The^esMr stibmitrtted to«yo» onlMbBtf 
of the €i«owu ib ^ii»Hdl^ 'hftving been #nst^ praetSM' upon by antimony^ €bek- was aj^&«l^k9ted 
by srtatycfinihe. The' ffwl) questn«n to be conBidened' fe — what was titie immediate and proximate 
cause of his dteatlL TBe witnesses fbr the prosecution Ba^^e told you,; one and'alT, that^ in tiieir 
judgment' he died, of tetanus,, which signifiea a convulsive spasmodic aiotion of the. muactes^of the 
bod^. Can- thejie bje any ^Qxiiii that Uieif QQinion.i»co(rDSot ? Of aaourae^it does not&IIow tBat^ 
becatise he. diiedk of., tetanus, Hi must be the teteuuub of stsxchninoi. Ihat i^ a» mattes for after 
o^fljdoBatiom. Sut^ inasnuch. a& atx^ciuiiii» prodHQMi death/ by teteons, we mtu^. am^ in^ ^o isA 
pkuw^iwaaie^^ itt admitsrof donht'tftatrha dHl<diieofitBiMtai».. I hamliateiiad mA> ^ont aJtenlMB. 
to every form in which that disease has been brought under your consideratBoi^^whetitarbytto 
pq^i^wi evideooe ofiwttiieERKfR, op by reflK^en^ fo iik» woj^tts of delen€f^ wiiOem — and $ aOMrt 
deliberately that no case, either in the human subject or in tHe* ajnitoafi has beeit bnmght andar 
your notice in which the symptoms of tetanus have been so marked as in tfiis case:, ftom fijfr 
moment the paroxysms came on in which thie unhappy man died^ t^e symptoms wese of tfie laofit 
marked and striking chai'acter. Every muacle, says, the. medical man who wasb present at. the 
time, was convulsed — he expressed tlie most intense dread of suffocation — hftentEeated tfieata. 
lifb him up lest he sh6nld.be sulToeated' — every fibre of hia body,, from the. ciiown> of his. held? ta 
the soles of his feet, was contraeted—the flexibility of the* tamnk, and. of! thB-lindw-waftgwa-reai 
you could only have raised him up as you would have lifikd a.oorpMi. Inouihwthafe.ha-iiHj^t 
eaiape firam thsMBsn^eof soibesidonf they-tunied him g^i^ and' then, in^l^midjit^of thv^^a^ 
paroxysm, one mighty spasm seems to have seized his heart, to have piessecji f^em i% ^e Iife-blbod, 
and ttie resul* was death. &n^ wfien he ^ed hiabody exhibited ISie most marked symptoms of tbi& 
fearfiil disease. He was convulsed from head to fi>ot. Tou could have rested hiin on his head and 
heels— ^his hands were clawed -^ith a gi^p that it required force to overcome, and his ftet>ere 
twisted so. as to resemble a natural ma^ormatkm. Then^ if it was- a cafie- of tetaouar-uto wBssh 
fact r will not waste your time by inquiring — the question arises, was it a^case cf tetanna^BBoducftiby 
strychnine ? I will confineimyselX for a moment to- the exhibition of the. ajpLptomft aa d^ocsibed 
by the'Wit&essec* Satamis may proceed from natural causes as well as from the administration 
of poisena, and while; thersgtia^nui huit thay ar^ Ibeisama Bci4iia:the Qmtab-e€i&knwftApbam 



and 'beEsse iifa« dioeafie reat&es Urn consommatioa is tiie de«& of the fKtient, the difitinction 
B a t^o c n the two is marked by characteristics: whieh, eaaJ^Ia aikf aae ooayeFsant with the subject 
1k>r d^rfci'ngwTflh between ^em. We haTe been totdthat thedistiBctionfiaxe these — ^satural tetanus 
ift » disease not of minates, not of hoars, but of days, it takea*— «ay several witnesses — from 
Ifaipee to firar days- ; aad wiU extend to a period of evai three weeka before th« patient dies. 
irp<» tbat 9oist we have the^ most abundant and conchuiTe evidence. We have examined Sir 
B^i^aBuit !K;odie^ a man, I need scarcely say, of the most exalted eminence in hm profession, 
Mr. C^sIiB^ Bf. Toddy J>f. Daniel, a gentleman who has seen between twenty-fire and thirty 

; cf Bfttnzal tetanus in India,, and all theae distiogmshed witneases give exactly the same 

ci tha eourae whtck the case i&iaciaUgr tak£& Idiopathic qqb natural tetanus, 

, » cut of the ^mstion. ThuuBstic tetaioala eiiii ol th» ^uealnn &at a dtflnent reason. 

i immng^aam o^ dSsMae is bsoaght os by 1^ leaauHa ef aanfrpaurt oi t&A bo^. Biit what is 
IrhiMi in. til»Mfle to i^wtil^t therfrwas ua^i^a^ ^ca baum. mk^l We have had several 
wUfHiWiamlfllioas of til« daath of Cook by witnesses w&» ^^peav t» haive erauft iaate. eosst-— I say it 
"waii^ ttu» (ia^esit soviow — ^for 1^ express purpose of atadiovally misconioeiving and misinter- 
^nfctt grtfaefefits of tiais ease. We have called before yen an emineBt physician who had Cook 
^ V his GSMb. It ae«ns thai, in ths spring of the yeaar 1854^ Geek, having found certain small 

t^m. end or two pazts of his body,, and having somethiag of an. lacerated tongue a2L4 a sore 

rf^ Goiceived tlMb he was labouring under symptoms of a partaouhur character. He addressed 
hiataelf to Jh^ Savage, who foimd that the course of me^iiine he had been pursuing was an erroneous 
cnei. B» efijoined. tka dtscontinuance of mercury. His inJEmction was obeyed, and the re&nilt was 
ihsM Ifea patient was sufiEsring neither from disease nor wrong treatment. But lest there should 
be ao^yosaibiifiAy of mistake, Dr. Savage made him come to him again and again to see that all 
'wtHt0mg on well, and tMs medical witness assures us that long before the summer advanced 
tii i MHi ^ w rti flfe etory symptom had entirely disappeaced ; there was nothing wrong about Cook 
mmMHt/klimli affection of the throat to which thousands of people are subject. In othea: i^Bspects 
Aa^ SMR wa* better than he had been, and might be said to* be ego nrilMiiiii lL. Oa the 'very day 
i^ak he Mk iiondon to go into the country, a fortnight he&nm IfiA nsas^ttiatiyfiriffitfir, who 
aecompaased him to the station, congratulated him upon his hriaMHf and^ y^peqb» appearance ; 
asdthe yovmgman, conscious- of restored health, struck his hraaflkandaatd^ ^^lanuw^, very 
-weiL" Then he goes to Shrewsbury, and shortly afterwards aresit tiaearoteiAlnnBi'lte'vddish I am 
abow* te* ca& your attention. I want to know in what part of Hbtt vtMmm IdMSMr. is^ tlla slightest 
pceteaee for saying that this man had an aSeotion which mighlE hni^geifctOTBWartMtiirtstapnfi ? It 
is said that he had exhibited his tongue to witnesses and! appliad &r ai **«»wm>m3^ wadl^ hut it is 
elear tte.t^ altheugh he had at one time adopted that course, he* iady nBf&r titeiwioiBniendation 
of Ihr. Savagp, got riii of ii^ and there is no justificati&n fbar saying' he wa» snffisuig! under 
a^Ff^^i&B afbction vi ai^ Ic^d;. The statement has heegu negditived. by a mmt of tiei highest 
•nkbortty aadt iisikiBation.. Thsm m not a shadow o£ fkfan^aHsm&v ^ and I aiiouldt be^lse to 
my duty xt i dfidlneAi dfiuemiee ill as utterly uadnanring^ ot jom asttemtuoaob ThQ9nt> was nothing 
ajkmt the BaD> to> gem even a celiHir of prol^abili^ to tftft suppositioi^ thafc H&met waa ^ a^y part 
of his body any mark, woiind^. erksion — qrphilQtc <m otherwise — tiM&eeaMiC8iiilkiaM.t«atamatic 
tetanus. One or two cases of- tzftomatifi tefainaw haw been aiduc«i ini Hm eiraidfliMni which has 
been brought fovwaedel^ tha d^ilsaoe. On« l»th& eaee of a man sk tfta laaai^bmWBKfaM, who 
wMft brought inta tiat iaatitBtioa one eTaBttg-aacfi ^SaA the' same mf^^ Btsii. w&afc ana tlUitfact? 
nofacts veey tha* hefta»he had been. Tiwiajil* Ma Ika-heidLhad a paro^gfon mi^ ha tii« morning, 
^he waft anflbiiilig&om uleers of tlba^ WMk a^pafotedJ des)3S%1^a]u The a^psfitoms had 
Govm» msiy^^ it ia trae«. hut- tlka. mm nw. n#* ene; «f mimdmaf. b«b of hours. 
MM^ h8» heen brousht ftanmsi iot iahiie& & toa. waa ampvrfiBiB^ 1>"* ^^^e we 
"ktam ^Maaa agsicrliiig; aeme time hd^se^ dMfti Bit Hhb. ill ii». aacgwUnfe tka^ thas' ma^ be a 
maam^iiM&jgM^ tateuis pmeeadifig from»~^hafe ? They aaqi tiati IMli was a mam dt delicate 
oaaaiantSfin^ snlsiatt to exa£h»ueftt:; tJmt hfffiad aooiddikis^tltot auMaxrwSUSt his cheat;, that m 
miiSSiSan to haa^ aamethuKg: tfifruattaB vnjUiL Ua aSuak la Jtaii m iBsawwii eanditiBi of throat ; 
aaiiii,waliaBt^ mti^aa iim^t iktfBf^^ might have 

9Bt(. inopatiiliB^ Jnteone^ We ac» lks» BuHHhecl: hato- a. aM «tf ayaBalMbBa and goaailiilities. 
JkL T^EBUuiSB^ ythyasaamhma-Sm tito fwipia* of> imtoemgyMa tobhaOipa-^ere waa something 
Bato- JdlBBathiiortetaBMMV gaaa throvi^ tfte^ baad^reU oi C^aft^ MHjniwiinfirmitfea^, talks about 
HmmaMS^ Matfi^^oMstaf ehaaty hi» sOustaam of; the OB^ami^, mat m^a these tldhgs. would 
jg edia tie a a t&>iife r| j j a tftia tetoaa» if he teelt «kh Urtc wftafc e wd a Mn iirtfcepa tiwfche did take 
ooM?: ISotititei^yM&attiiLtliAwoil^ Thep la^aot tfte^ iimalfeat pMitance that he ev^ oamjplained 
of aionlllorwaa- treated hs a* isei^ 1 cawiot help aajfitng that iiiis a scandal upon & Ibamed, 
distinguished, and liberal profession that men should come forward with speeuk^ons-aad con- 
jectures such ^as. these, and t^t they should misinterpret facts and extract from them 
sophistical and unwarrantable concluaions with the view of deceiving a jury. I have the greatest- 
respect for science. No man can have a greater. 13ut I cannot repress my indignation and 



ii4i 



THE TBIAL OP WIE4LIAM PALMER. 




1 


.i n 1 tB 


'1 ■^yllp 


III 


' 


B 




S0/ 



k*^i 



^^^m^ 




FAi^s^i^^ T11IA.L ; THB aiiBa:«r8* si^ 



nNTH nur; hay u, i85«. 



145 




tt OP BACH »AJ*8 PROCEBDINO* 



14fi 



THS T^Uh, 07 ^VrUJIIjat MLMEB. 



abhorrence when I see ii pervacM ud prostitirted to the prejndiee of tratii in a.eoiiri of , 
A medical witness has talked ta ymi about certain excitemeats being the possible ca 
idiopathic tetaans^ Tom lemamjber tile aofii ofi excitement o£ which ha spoke. They 
unworthy of jaw natiiBm, Tkuf waro topics dfaMBsditeble t» be {mt forwapi bjr& witne 
worthy of yow waMemiatm^ Bvb suppose for « siiicj)i»' moment tiMb eiftH w inffltt at the^ 
could prodiifie!anac sasb sAst, whsnt is tiiA excilMBSBlt inanifcitind bf Gboilt am Isadlbi; to I 
supposed dttesaa ¥ T>ay aiy that iAa- man wheni Hi* h ai a D w i» all atowsatmy wss ^ a ] 
excited, iodi well he mig^ W BukioBtanes d^|mAifcigoittfca M w d>sf thfrMMa». aniL I ' 
deny that }» was wievpoweiMk intit. snotuns of jqu. JM thssa iwiiliiiwiwJiiiir 
no farthae twee of them lamtt Jhit titoa to>iaM bm—i fcsg hia (inrtiK. 9ha>«Mfei. 
of the dsgic with his fiiends^ibiaadMcy conveiiiiiiin ■■! «ngfl9»siti» ]3r. mwt|i* i H ifc o€ 
wasexhihiAMb Be is taltettiH HftgpestoBiijpilgR. a»iatRJteit.iStMaiara( 
the slightsi^s^rmptcaa of i ■islwimfl alknit himi, « off depression ?' JSofttftal 
ill, like Dwrt people,, he is liiia stfitftMifi Aa soeok a» Aft gets a little tttiMr H m- < 
happy. SfcinviteshisMeBAiaHlamcrerseawitifetiHni. On thanigh4i<i£]li»teA:hni« 
tion is fultsf merrimeojb aaAj|Q> ;; l*i»mirthdill«ii£ ^NMNP 'i ^^^ thin M u g^. goer wsttei 
awful fatn tiiat is hanging: wm- Bm^. Hs is n>MntJ^. and talks oi itmMitm», ^^m 
language «f ^nntic auilsmegiib IHMi^ pretext,. tftM|« mtiere for Idiis idfeainv ahcmiii 
so intensQrMd convnfeiye aaajfamSiStt ^ ^^^^ excilHft iiliayathiG tetanns f- Vbn» ia ] 
of a pretenii&r any such th«Hq^ Ml even if thsMiiaaBft axcitament or iiq|wwiriTi — : 
were capadOi of produciiig klfinfiiiii tetanus, Iftit hilwiiii o£ disease iihaB««il&ft tiimt 
poison it ifroDifossible tp ml8M»'lA»ti»o. WlinHwm liM^ oases whick liagr attemfl*. %» set j 
against ua;9 fhe^r Imought all tftftmitt irom Saaltedl a ^irliniuned Wiiiiii% who < 
though sha. had not takan aogc jm— i aMd had noiiaaanil af any kind on lln<la% sha ^ 
withaviolfinliparoi^amxhliftmaniiiefOetobeirlhatiSaMfc. Bmb in c ni ii BW — innH ontifca_^_ 

that she hadb Jeen ilT aU day,, man trtiiii akvaJW^ had a pain in hor ahwwioh aasfeewm] 

her arms, waa for a while qpite inaauible, bait aaoft aaspvend, and ^aaa*. a^en* hfltl 

This is the ease they have bnang^ftBward as ar fanlBBfi ftr that mortail i _' ' 

the conyulkia8»— th» death 90h^ aflUm unhapggr hm t. IBiia is the aaBtt-ei^denoaii 

they attem]^ to meat tiie appuffiogrfluK iiiat now ang ig p a yaur attention^. QtaitiemfiDH l^Mati 

upon the eiadsnoe whidi haa> Baaob ftaai^iftt befowjaa^ tn wsert boldly thaiLldlar caaea a£ 

and traumatio tetanus are — mfhrnf^ dfaar. and <iftiidiMtt«ahaimctaristics'-*dUfi^;^ 

the tet&nuftof stryehoine ; aaiilaaQr IdWt the tnftimr wihich acoompaniiidl €Mi^'s dteMhlfe, 

referable 1»< either of thesa ten* of lliteiins. lit Taa^Hia. tetanus nefcaji^iiaann,, bufeaf] 

You have uyiLthia point tha; wriHliaaaiaf man of ia»lj|jlfh coaapeteaoy 

integrity, aadi wskol Hkeit tea^Mwaip 1 am aHl&afieil jamnaiii 9tm» to no oitor mnsbssaam 

this was nesk^aicase of ehdier iiIfin|Mriira av tii iiiiiiiiili IniMns. Btit^ tha%, laaBois-attMn 

been made-to-aali vcff^Ubnnt laiwai sanannliftt «ril |MAaaii%tiiia tetiaaiftdttMBHi^ B^bb*W 

the theory- o£ffDiaGalaQB9s«lBiaB»;;aHlBlr. TTfc Jlnu Iwiiiit ij mn throui^tlRR hasAiiri 

supposed inAimiliaiJafCMi^ sbib^ '^f^.lftiftBaiphaaKBeen aaaeeof geiranifiawrakHanai 
known gena—^^ iwanrfMoiM ftiMm»it.|^ifc#iihi>A>.*j^P^i^.^^fi«.»*' Thsnefbin- 1 aflfced hsiBB Hdk. 

''Have yomarer rir— iiiiaisin^aMaiii.witfab waihrami mniiliml by tetawfe s yHij^ftimta 

also n"niiii|HiiiiMllltjrHTitTOiiminnB«rnnfiiiaBaMii (iln naiiilnf lilia lyaft'siiti '*" Bl^aqiUaii^ '^ No 
never seem aav aaah ease, hafa. H anatiMlAaikm lAft haokat 



then he wtaA; mtitoi^b^JkL ^SHagilkBAm IMk as «a «Ktiaflii|^ ftr 1ife» lAmiiS^ tibi* geaeral 
vulsions asf; te afl — i^ MriiBd Tij ttiHiiiis ijnii§>l[iiiin Sbs^ 1l>i, IThiitsifF I apprehead^.i 
stand hig^ an an anlinai% tftan tfia. mani wA» <0wtttR haat. Dr.. Obpluul might hdr 
called, bun; liM aat <«ttii^ agtwwaMtetoadfiicc «» dklTenge which I threw oi^ beoaMI 
unfortunate^ji, aaSittlifcffiiartpgBtBwrftBWfctft t — > aad from the west pisatitioners of 'i 
less celebril(^lAaBita» hBBict» haar^ iftaapt^jprttabulii|)i( of Boifinee ar treasused in T 
of the emiiai » » gMM< mgH ii ai i n . Bkdi I m^ am nQpdfegpaaaL conrulsiQns the distbicttoBidi| 



But here we ] 
moment oi Cook's*! 
Batl,than> comes another i 



If they dca i Mptt a b yiitfiamt^ tfiast vinwniSg: dbalta^lia 

state of faateu IkTO'-begraa^aaa B a taw w iflq!, ~ ' 

bursting haaBltaiaaHft^liHri^QBnBHBiBBaa»]anMinil 

tion, from. "fMA itt m oaaiHtaaMB tiariL daaiii oa 

appears fooBk Ae (wfiiliiiiini, lUiait tft^jpaitf aavitt 

in the spinaBauBBianwof ChaJi^, mAikm,aMlumt^tiA Itoilft 

tridge— a, fn ^■g nnn^ I milaii,, of I 

these grannte magr hcpe: oonaiiBMA tlrtanraiiinawiBi 

this may haare been a easaag whai a» gaBfed aiaBftnwUmj. adatpg: femb gaMwdfcBt. 2i 

explain th^ f^mptoma whieh he would find in such- a case. I callidd h fe a4> tontion to what i 

evidently not been called to before, namely, the symptoms in Cook's case, and I asked him I 

simple terms, whether, looking at the S}'mptoms, he would pledge his reputation, in the fkoe 1 

the medical world, and in the fsuce of this Court, that this was a case of arachnitis ? He would 




not do 80^ andifadi c^m.^ andmHis wwt. ^enwftluu) a. gotttiaauai fitoot StiotiaaA ter.infittmo 

us as tifaH» iwadkjwp»giili0a,i;tfaaib<Sooyaiw>B » «MnrQf etiUi^iic'bcawMlBiqiMi.TwAtetaaia natiiicafciaM;. 

WeHv X asJteil ]»^tltia t^iieatio]^. **^^ ynt &wd km^w o£ epij^pfi^^ mtihor witimntc interna 

comr1iiyM<lin»i> itt i*duidL <M»amft»aqflM ira^sui destaojittl baforo. 1^ patient dioii? " ISm rnf^ 

\EMi^ * *• JSoi, I GMiia4 aagr, tibnifc £ ewr dkJL ; bul X kki» read In soma: bonk thati bkcIv ai caai) haop 

o«cauarQcL" — '*J» thcara aaji^hinglo maka joa tlun^ ihiairas epiIep8y?"-T-'^b laay luutabceiu 

efShs^pm^. husma^ I dbit'i k«ow ii^afc «lae ft ^iiaB^''-^''B«i you mofib. admit timb fl^k9>&^ i&r 

chjus»QtaJMdigeAe«ally.b3i( ]«8» q£ caBS«ini»eflft;. whaii di&seQce vrould thft tetunc oaaaiplica^inflv 

faaan* ssadlh?" That he waa vnabifi to explain* Iieimiuii yoaof tiiis speoies of- evidfflica^. tUu 

TfiMb xway pecsaiya titet you haard bad bs&ce yoiL witdyeflBear-vriio bav» rea^tad kt the nuMit. spaoor 

laAntft naaaaobg,, awlr piub forwaid tiie bMraBt^QaaJbiUtuas^ in.Biqipont of tfaaoiaes for wlaoh. tben ia^ 

Uttift-af «if fi>imdai)ioQ. Bat ihia X imdievl^e to aeaort^ tkat tkera is. not a aaigki oaaa to wBicIki 

l&cex ham spoken fieom their oqpeci^me, oraa tiis resoli o£ their own kiunidift^e, in wMi^ tilers' 

^voae-^e f<Na»|daUe and deoisiffe Bymgi>om» (£ iiai>ked tataaaa vkick eaiated'Oi tb&pceaentcaaai. 

Hcrfdsig.gpBd tbito^thofle four seta ofdiaeafle'* generaJfcoiwiifaMaBy. anadmitiaiepilapi^^ propery aii& 

epLbap^r vitb tbtawe: oomplicaitfbns — ^i sappoaad- ▼& bad^ paetty aeaky ffitdiqaosted the irbole* of thns? 

aeioAiAo tbemiea. But we iMsre deataciad to JuMre anotiieap^ and thafc aHUunacI tba fbimidaUe; 

Banna ci im(/i»at^fectorw. It must bava strusk yen vben my lesonadr friend ofMBfifjb hia caa^ tiialty 

lio- ttovcs lEQBtQsad to'acnoti tbe natovet of tiie dikeaaetD irfaii^< tbeTt wfer tike:daathi of Gook ; andc 

ii> afaDT^Ees mi^^aci moab remackable tbatb aoiteaa tiuor- ffve disidiict and? BOpaaatiB'tibeeiiQa aseaat lapi 

hy thfi i;7itiiiaflif8ai^0'baYe.bett eaikdl— SBBfixattottavtdsiaBa; amnT ii wt ia, epil«p9' pnopaiv vpinfoy 

wiibik tetwuc ean^iHeaAioaB,. andr laatigs. «n^'9Mi j^actarK Ifyleaimad friaidi badi ant advaabags ink 

jxak. fltetiais^ to yo« wba4 bis madicai witneaaaai wmA^ aet vp^ besatnaa- 1* adaaat. iMsibi one: a£tec 

anattiaei^ tbey liosk' ma. by anipriaet. Thft gjaitlfianian! vbo' waa. oatiadi jnaterdagir andi -wki taUiad^ a£ 

€ta^^^mck pei9tmn$: wouidi ba\i& ndt eaciqjed. aff eaa£l9 Ji^ ^ ^'^'^"^ been. in. po8se8aie&.oJ^ thanbodca ta>'K^i8ik; 

Ifeavafesoed^ fojirldbumild; bayGrbQeaableFtoe3Q)oae'tbe:ignQxande.ortbe'pras«Biiti£»Bef tbsasseBtk^ 

bfi dqjsd tamabft. X say theignnranmi- oirtibapreniiaiifctoB^ on^ y^uAt is}weM)e^,tke>deiiiMEat8]iatentiD» 

to* dfloai^«. X kgF to blar chaxge en3ax)iroiih«B a£ tbeMtthrea^asd in the preasoiaB' of tibia: oanrt^ and.ittr 

the* &^ of. ther wbdle me«UcaJt pna^eaaifin,. I aaaentt tbatboMaioi] otbaroi} tftese-duHrgee^ X afanddt }mm.'. 

baem aJ9^ to tftiiaisaalijvtei. l!be iDediiaal wikaeaaeftfav t&e defenoetdi^hc one-aadiaU: in/t^eic laowa v 

UR»t.1^«ire: is a lamackable: ooinetdenoa bohMcn^ thcr ^omonff of some o£ tliem and. the opinions o^ 

tiftoBe wbo ba^e beei»^EaaiMKBd.oB*the othecaidii^ All: the^ madifiak maa brangbt faraapdi 1^ that 

deftneflh— PantBidge, Bobinaon^ aoii bofabebfr,. eanonc yaHn. S^ B\. Bhidia audi the otiler Cfowiii 

-vnteaaiaKiit daclactng that, in tbe y^asAs^ covme-ef tbaiir espexienee, and in- the. wbnia range e£ 

tftuie XaarB^UD^aaidi obMstatiiQB». tbey knamof iioi ^Raaa ta -wbich tbe symptoms' im Clook's. oaau 

ca«.be re&Dxedh Wbeoianob men as tbeaa agpoa trpffiuany-piiint it is unpcaaiblB to eisaggamttBr itae 

ixag^MChaaoe. Xf it be: tbe- ^act tbat tbere. is no^ktLoniai'disnsa -wkieibi caai aecount frar sndu sympitonmB 

a» tbeee in CJbdlfi'aieaqe, and that tb^ are sefenabbtf to poison alone, oan) yom banre aayr dbiibt tMi 

that poiaeJD) TPaa^stDydmia % The agfmptoma^ a4 afl efftents^. fiiam the^ tome tii». paco^sms ask ikH, 

aoe preciaelytbefsaeifi. Diatinctlonfftaie soii;g^ to bflrmads. byrtiittaopbEatiiy o£ the watrnw a wi te 

-yHr.'^e&nos' between aom& of tiie.aBtesedent ayonptomvand some ofi^ Mba etfaexH. ^ i tinnk 1 sbaOl 

ahersv ymb that these dilrft&nctiaBS. aeDe* ima9max7<» audi fiwti tbosa. i» nO' fimndatnmi £ai' thont. S 

tboriK X m^ siKir that the witnesses, (fsUaeL fiur that dafiaraaa admit 1iiia| that^ inam tilte^ tima tiM» 

pajRnBysRtaet in^of wfatekCook died, oBtiX the tboiQ. of bis dodia, the symptoms are. pstmaeftyr 

suBflar ta that of tabamns by atryebninet Bnt tiiem tiiey aatp— atf& thia* is wosth^^ a£ moat pan^ 

tiffolar attantiooH — tibena are points of difiarence winchi bove led; theai to tba onochiBiont that tdtem 

sfaaptema eonid net basre; leanlted frottjatDyohntne. In. tbe first place, they- say) that thai penodt 

iidueL elapsed betweaiLthet supposed; admioistratiani of the poisoa.amilhd'fB'BtappeaSanj&aaf thsr 

sjvfitoma !» loA^er uan tbey obserred. in tiia animals on wfaieh thay hs^w ejicpeinmeartai,. 

^Eks; first, obaeriratioa whack, asises ia- tbisi: titat tfamre is- a known, diifessnce betwesttf 

aomnal and tttouuii li&,. in; the power with wbiok (sevtani ^ecifio thrngs: sst vpaai 

tbeii oiiganisatioB. It may weiX be tiiiat poison adtniniatered to a vabbit wiiLpsodmsa ita eifeotim 

ft ginen- tune. IM by no nBMn»J[>lIowstbat itwiit xyrodnce the same effect in tfaa'SHB^e tlase'Om 

aia: animal of. a< dif^ent daacriptixm* ^\a&, leaa dees it. fiiQow that it will, esaesoiaei itK baneibiit 

io^iienee m tbe samoi time oa a bumaa sohjeok [Ebe whole of tba* evidasice on botii sides- leadii 

to- etfiiabUsb. thi» h^d^ that not onicF in indiYidnais o£ difierent e^eciea^ bat mi indiiddxndB' of thai 

same speciea^ tlwi asme poiaon and the aama inflaanoRwilt pvodnoe effects flSffsMut im ds;gree^ 

^<went intduxation, di&rent in> power. But aisain, it ia perfectly notanioos that ths rafndil^ 

-iffltib trhach the poisGu begiaa^tb work depends mainly np<m the mode, of its a ddwtaiatfg tioD^ MH^ 

is admmistevedi himdmid sibate,. it aotSiWiih gnat kapidity; If it is gi^sinasofid stats^ its 

efiectooome on: mone bIot^.. If it ioij^ma. m an, isdnRited sohatanoe^ it wilt act with stills 

^eatav tArdioHM. OZheBt what waa te pesied at wUidi tbaa peisoft begmv t» aot aAat iH^ 

admiiiifeitratien). aawynhsg it ta b4ve .tteea pobmct} B seams^ ^m Mr. Jibnesra^tatament, thafii; 

PalABB caiQa!tQiadauii8tec.1^a4>^usHmi0«rbaDe about l).o'(dbah, bnt the^ warn aitiadiDviiiistofleih 
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on his £nt Mrml, for the psliient, Mif with an intuitive ieiiM of the death that awaited faiin, 
strongly resiited the attempto to make him take them ; and no donbt these reqionstraiioes, aad 
the endeayonrs to oyeroome them, ooonpied some period of time. T,^ pills were at last giren. 
Assuming — which I only do for the sake of argument — that the pills eontained strychnine, how 
soon did they begin to operate ? Mr. Jones says he went down to his sapper, and came baek 
again about 12 o'clock. Upon his retnm to the room, after a word or two <^ eonTersatioB witii 
(kKik, he proceeded to nndnas and go to bed, and had not been in bed ten minutes before a 
warning came that another of the paroxysms was abont to tske place. The maidHMryant 
pats it still earlier, and it appears that as early as ten minutes before 12 the first alarm was 
given, which would make the interval little more than three-quarters of an hour. When 
ih&Be witnesses itell us that it would take an hour-and-a-half or two hours, we see here another 
of those exaggerated determinations to see the £Mts only in the way that will b^ most hsfGwMAe 
to the prisoner. I findj in some of the experiments that have been made, that the duration of 
time before the poison be^s to work, has been little, if anything, less than an hoar. In the 
case of the girl at Glasgow, it was stated that it was three-quarters of an hour before the pills 
began to work. There may have been some reason for the pills not taking effect within a 
certain period after their administration. It would be easy to mix them up with substanoes 
difficult of solution, or which might retard their action. I cannot bring myself to 
believe that if in all other respects you are perfectly satisfied that the symptoms, the consequenoM,- 
the effects, were analogous and similar in all respects to those produced by strychnine, yon will 
conclude that in this case strychnine was not a<bninistered, and found your conclusion on the 
simple &ct that a quarter of an hour more than usual may have elapsed before the pills opented. 
But they say the premonitory symptoms were wanting. They assert that in the case of anim a ls 
the animal at first manifests some uneasiness^ shrinks, and draws itself into itself, as it were, 
and avoids moving ; that certain involuntary twitohings about the head come on, and that there 
were no such premonitory symptoms in Cook's case. I utteriy deny the proposition. I say there 
were premonitory « symptoms of the most marked character. He his lying in his bed ; he 
suddenly starts up in' an agony of alarm. What made him do thatt Was there nothing pre- 
monitory there— nothing that warned him the paroxysm was coming on ? He jumps upy says 
''Go and fetch Pakner—fetch me help I I am going to be ill as I was hist night !" What was 
that but a knowledge that the symptoms of the previous night were returning, and a warning of 
what he might expect unless some relief were obtained ? He sits up and prays to have his neck 
rubbed. What was the feeling about his neck but a premonitory symptom, whidi was to pre- 
cede the paroxysms that were to supervene ? He begs to have his neck rubbed, and that {^ves 
him some comfort. But here they say this could not;' have been tetanus from strychnine, beokuse 
auimals cannot bear to be touched, for a touch brings on a paroxysm — not only a touch, bub a 
breath of air, a sound, a word, a movement of anyone' near will bring a retnm of the paraxysm. 
Now, in three cases of death from strychnine we have shown that the patient has endured 
rubbing of the limbs, and received satisfootion from that rubbing. In Mrs. Smyth's case^ when 
her legs were distorted, she prayed and entreated that she might have them straightened. The 
lady at Leeds, in the case which Dr. Nunneley himself attended, implored her husband between 
ihe spasms to rub her legs and arms in order to overcome the rigidity. That case was within his 
«wn knowledge, and yet in spite of it, although he detected strychnine in the body of the unhappy 
woman, he dares to say that .Oook*s having tolerated the rubbing between iia paroxyms is a 
proof that he had not taken strychnine^ ^en there is the case, of Olutterbuck. He had taken 
an overdose of strychnine, and suffered from the reappearance of tetanus, and his only comfort 
was to hare his legs rubbed. Therefore, I say that the continued endeavour to persuade a jury 
that the fitet of Cook's having had his neck rubbed proves that this is not tetanus by strychnine, 
shows nothing but the dishonesty, and insincerity of the witnesses who have so dared to pervert 
the fiiuria. But they go further, and contend that Cook was able to swallow. So he was before 
the paroxysms came on. But nobody has ever pretended that he could swallow afterwards. He 
swallowed the pills, and, what is very curious, and iQustrates part of the theory, is this — ^that 
it was the act of swallowing the pills, a sort of morement in raising his head, which brou^^t on 
the vi<dent paroxysm in which he died. So &r from militating against the supposition that 
this was a case of strychnine, the fiict strongly confirms it. Then they call our attention to 
the appearances after death, and they say there aro ciroumstances to be found which 
go against this being a case of strydmine. They say the limbs became rigid either 
at the time of death or immediately after, and that ought not to be found in a 
case of stiychnine. Dr. Nunneley says, *^ I have always found the limbs of animals 
become flaccid beforo death, and I have not found them become rigid after death." Now, I 
<Kn hardly believe that lAatement. The very next witness who got into the box told us that he 
had made two experiments upon cats, and killed them both, and he described them as indnrated 
iuad eontraoted when he found them some hours after death. And yet the presence of rigiditf 
in the body immediately after death is put forth by J>r. Nunneley as one of has reasons for saying 
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that this is not a death by strychnine, although Dr. Taylor told ns that, in the case of one of tbe 
cats, the rigidity of the body was so gi-eat that he could hold it out by the leg in a horizontal 
position. Notwithstanding that evidence Dr. Nunneley has the audacity to say that he does not 
believe this is a case of strychnine, because there was rigidity of the limbs, because tlie feet were 
distorted, the hands clinohed, and the muscles dgkl. This shows wlkat yon are to think of the 
honesty of this sort of evidaiCQ, in wiuifli iu^ »re seleotefl beesusethey mab^ in ^efowr c(f paDrticnlar 
hypotheses iof 4be pemm ftAnmcii^ (thstt. The neitt |)ouit irelied on is tboife 43w hamt was empty, 
and tbali in ifhe 'vnimals ^pentea lyn % 3>r. li^uiinelfiQr ftnd 9>r. ixfOKFby ^Oe heart was fall. I 
don*t tfenrfk dfhMfc 4|RpUeB«leiffi«RBea. Biitt it is a TemaAcalile laet coimatiled with the history of 
the pdiscB ftijt yvtL ' iiw i ii <«■& 9^ ^^pai lite pvedsB Asm of its Tyaqftom a and appearances. 
These 'asm -wHy -mt^tm. nwirt, tedn^* vntfAwfi, tterstfteiistic featiuea. Welmve liere l^e main, 
maiM, las&lK «&aaR)tex!ii*Ui SMtnes; »iA "we irtrre whifit is mmB — tx>llitteral incidents, 
sino&HT te iflie«uMB ^ ^iiftttdh1)lie«taMfltiiftioft«aa 4he itiet of death Intve been proved beyond 
aU pMjibil^'Cf 'fliiwatn, ^I9%I9(, ^ *«« 4Mses ^^ydi have been meotioned—l^t of Mrs. Smyth 
and itfliii iHiimw jjirl <k bMBt ^««b (ootspreased -a&d empty. We know lihat in no cases of 
iiOlmmB^MtSLmatf^mAiboaiwumt Am cme csme. ^ Ihe mnsdleB of lihe body axie«uhject to 
the AKsiti^g mHam. '^ ^&m (pcmoii. Blot ino oote -aa tell in wliart order these mnsdes ma^ be 
sfiMed, er <«(idMllte yriwnewi iirilttem a e wiffl pat forth. When it arrests the ^w^ dT 4fe faqqgs • 
andt^ bi«affhing>4tf 4he«teB8^Jhaac air, the sresnlt will be that the keacrt isd^.; )i«t'tf some 
spasm.eeiees on Ihs ^uotft "Iftie :bMRt m>ill Ibe eaaiMT^. Ton have never any perfect oeitainty as to 
l£e ttnSe ia whadi ilie ^sympmm «iD ei&ibit ^emselves. This is bron^t forward as a con- 
<il&B»TO {fact agaiiiflt ^dtsSk % tfbQvftnte, sbA yet the men who make tiiis statement under liie 
saftotim bf sdmtSS^ «cMMn% Ibave ^ohbA Ibofii cases spoken to by the ^eii3e(Bien who examined 
the boKesL T&Ott, nd&irsgiirdtO'itOBgestion df ^e "brain, -and other vessels, the same observa- 
tion t^pfilies. Inirtiinifl irf ^adng ScHlflA % action on the respiratory masdes of the heart, death is 
tbefeeeeik ofmiton^ 4Brkm «rf ^jsmwymus , «nd yon expect to -find the brain ancT other vessels con- 
goStisfl ^ tUfaMt mmam^ -wmriikmb iqpMBis. As deaitih takes place from one or other of these 
caasHS, so wSHibbmpp^nmaJsm In. Sbste is eve^ xeason to believe that iihe symptoms in this 
case warn mfmi^lnam tdf tMrnss in 4ihe stanngest toid most aggravated form. Looking at the pecu- 
liar wrflsMiigi -awft&dh 4rilleiifle& Iftos wAaqpiff vm, setting afflAe the iSheoiy ^ convulsions, of 
epBimpBc, *fS "WtwAadia^ mdA an^gima p^cboru, and ■exeloding idiopatinc and traumatic tetanus — 
wbat .rcmunsl '^Hie istanas of sti^ydunne, and ^^e tetanus of strychnine alone. And I 
ipktif ymt 4iltantinL to idhs toases in which there was no opiqfstiiA .as to strychnine having 
bMb 'HftmiBiAered a& nAndh 4lbe -^mptoms were so woiUar— <80 analogous — ^tfaat I think you 
oonfOt StsidWte lbs i»ne %» Hub cauiliudoii iiiat tlos datftii was •dsrii^ %y strychnine. Several 
voitneflSBs of iShe lagitsli va^imes, ^oSi on the ^vt rff Ite ^Osown «iid fiar^liie defence, agree that 
in <the -wdufle xooflS «if lilisir ts^ersaiuie, observatioii, jkhA lawwledge, 4diey have known of no 
natbnzttl JEiWMb to -aMuSti ithsse afen&arkable -i^ymptoms can 4ie a Wtt' ibut ed. That being so, and 
there ^aeiagm totoiwn ptMSan wifasiSi w^i^ ppoduce thA, how strong, how 'cogooit, how irresistible is 
l^e condnooi that ^ ss ihatpc&Nm, ixnd tihat |>onon alone to widdh il^are to be ^ced ? On 
the o^er iba&A, It mm. bound ia candour to aimit Iduit the case is luft without its difficulties. 
Stiyohaihie was mot fooad in this 'body, and we have it, no doubt, upcm strong evidence, that in a 
great vaBncKQr<«tf«sp«a»msiri»'Qpoaibe bodies of tuunnls killed by strychnine, strychnine has been 
detected % tatfis <vd]adh scronoe plaees at the difi^sal of sdentific men. If strychnine had 
been found <]f «qibns iflMore "woiild haveliieefiiio diffiou% in the isase, and we should have had none 
of the ingeiii0«B libeaiMs wldc^ medical gentlemtti have been called here to propound. But the 
qaestion for ^vor >oODEmAe9adBon is whc&er the alnenoe of its detection leads condnsiveiy to the 
canclusion ttet 4iliiB health tne not otased by ^ adnnnistraltion of strychnine ? Now, in the first 
I^ace, under siteft^h-cmastalices was 4ihe examiaatian made by ^. Taylor and Pr. Rees ? They 
have told «s l&att Ite ^tevoMb -df Iftie man was brought to them for analysation under the most 
unfavouralfte viPcninBtaaesB. ffh^ stalte l&nit the ooi^nts of tiie stomach had been lost^ and 
that, thenlore, -^k^liaM. uto Xfffpot^mBElXij of ^aqpeximeosting iKptm them. It is true tibiat they who 
pat the portions cf 4ftie M|y itfto the Jar raa^ stoltements somewhat different. But there appears 
to have been % «C0iAfliet seme ^pnH^g dl "^e ^oirtents, and there is the most undeniable evidence 
of eonsideialbie hm^Simg .in the way in w^odi the stomach had been cut axid placed iii the jar. 
<< It was cot)'" «|9« iSkr. Ti^jfloi:, '^frem end to end, and it was tied up «t both ends." It had 
been turned aanong ^ inifcesbiaies, and plaeed among a mass of feoulezit matter, and was alto- 
gether in the iBost iin8at«^6K3toiy condition for snalysation. It is very true that Dr, Nunneley, 
Mr. Herapath, and^r. Letheby say that whatever impurities there may have been^if strychnine 
had been in the stomach they would have found strychnine there, no matter how decomposed 
or putrescent the organic matter might be. Bearing in mind Mr. Herapath's eminence 
in his profession, I should have had much confidence in his testimony were it not for the 
active and zealous feeling of partisanship which he has manifested on repeated occaaons 
i the course of this inquiry. It had come to my knowledge that he had been heard. 
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and jMi i*e Jun« mba him auixiag hiaMkf up va tim mmb niA dll 4i» imtiwiwiwi n£fc 
putiflUD^ aB4 jHiggMfcing te H^ iMraad finaiid qjmntuma with a vieir ^ the^fflMJeo tt t n «| a 
unn wluna ^ ^bsUi -to Iw giudify of uoraUs. I mviomimb the mm wh» Itm^a 1110 «f jmnti^r 
And an innate love vf truth, omms iMrwMil ^m hehftlf 4^ wy ^ mwaod pcrew» iifli» .«a ift(ta|^i«f 
beiflg flwq^t :to dostructioa l)j th« ^oEnaotef ju^ndioej (but J -havt ii» JUfl^gnge it» teqpHQw vjf 
ibhoneaoe for thai tsaffic tesitimoBar which iam profei«ni>al piftn^ •<« for the amikeittedtoa «f s 
pacticiiUr theoiQ^ jaum. «if .-Bcienoe— I ^;rii9e to aay jt^-^-ftmeeiowaHy Ate kd te efiir^ J«b 
MBuoji^^U that tl^gr 8$^ an ih% ^eatioa^f deteotiqc st^yohniaiPfte be ^m^ i« lA nrtrtaai4hat 
ihe jxiiflaa ew lie fomd in aU ^eaeeai? Dr. X^kur «hv^ '*^'' flni tfant it ipenUl -bei^aiHirti 
auaohiewnia aad daogwengiirqpeaitieii^to aaKri4ihiit tjm^fwfm anat oa all 4Meft he MmIm^ 
iior «iich « 4iiieoi7 Jaight^aaUe saaoy a|;iuk7.BiiaiO'eaoikpe vhfe w«>i^ take -oave ^a^Butifftar 
a4y a«eh yiaBtitiflB^aa beJag Iwsge «iu>itgh 4e -dettsiy weidd <net •he ^msgf^ eael^i^ te^^ndinli ^ 
wbaaqaant dgtectjon hj ^mahnia w ibe etonach* What liava tiMae^eiiteiqeE 4mm>? flM^ 
kave^tti kuvB^oseain the ffcpenmen^i ^hi|f have jaad^ido: the ^wg^mm-oi Ito oae^ MUliioh 
thecf have ^leea ''cetaiDfid"'*^ vae ihe veid *'retohied"ier it is l^e pn^m wd^'-^ tM. 
tfaaaa ^aaea> l-M/ff, liuagr hme ffwen dsma la^ge «iw>i4gh to hi ^steohid. .filtt t&e coitkniea %h« 
made .the expeximents m CqoIl-s «aaB^ failed.w deiKitiiv atryehohie ib ;t^i» eniea^tiit^ ifcmr ia 
vhich they iiad aixaiaiatemd it to Aahnah. Theeeacbuaoa Idrawia ^at iihere is 'ne. imiitfiB 
mode 4)^ detMtion. fiotihia aaBe4atB4M]l «e«t here. >A.hm» I wish it 'did! iiiaiiet !»▼ 4kBaw 
^ur attentjaaio oae^part of the ease which has ,wfb heon xaet w HttWngytod ie he dJUw^ied ia 
Hha i^hteat deipse-lQf a^ leamed.f liend. Jl^ hMuned .^iead Mid ^ktet.)ie w>«ld oiMlest teohtt 
ior JiheyoaeyntiflB ate|y by atap, Alaa 1 we are aew ^pea gp:awi^ 4Qpea wSueh .n^ ^itad Jum 
aet eaea vantacod a word in eE^danataoa. Waa ibe poaoaer «t the her fiaajflanid of tilt 
poisQa^f'StBrTGhiBasI Thaa ia aaaitter with whieh itb^ogpediiiyJeMiieditH^ito^lhail^ and ie 
exhaust aU iha aieaaB ia his iwwer ia ^erdw to ai^eet ithis paiFt 'of 4he teaaiw Wm .fviaoiier 
ohtaiaed ^poaaasaisw af atigahaineea the Uoudsff m^t, U mm ^i«Me iteem 4ihai Dr..Sa(^ler 
did not ^ iifae .right £way to work. £• «y^ haw been ibat J€r. fienfMili weald ht/m 
found the atij»ihpia<\, b^ the waa who did^eacpariTweBt. faited ia 1^9 •eas.eeveatrof jfear-Aone^Kodnte 
the jM>iacnwilba«ndlar teat ; aac^ attbooglh I <eaimot have tiite advaatage Tfbieb the psiitivt 
deteekioa ^.atgichuuieiiroald have afforded, 4hMie ds ao reen for ithe ofy^oaiteTeDiiclasiOiv ih»4itat- 
WEBS ef 4ha junQpeaitioa ihr ^liueh mp ieaoied -ftiend and bis wa t a tfi a e e -ceat^d, ftbat "tihe iMt af 
at^^chiiiae wit hanug been^diseo^redaffoidaailgatiTesaondaMve ftroof ihal 4^enB WM.ao jetiyshp 
lu^e thsca. i have no poeitiice jiroef ; but on the oAer hasid m^ leesned friead is ia the ^mam 
predicaiaeiit. Be -eannsft a%y that ^e baa aegative <eonehiBiTa jveof ^hat ttiia gesAleaiMi wIhi aol 
poismed with ^tgrohnuke. Bat is there rao other proof ? Xto X ask ji«Mir >to oMUe 4e the eentdfeuiflB 
Ihat ihe pnaeaer adninist«fe4 sti^lwiDe to ius f^Mi^d auap^ beeaasethe iyanptoiaa^toe reesacikl- 
aUe with 9» ivm of diasaee with whieh the most anlarged eapenenae a«id knpwledge aaa 
aeiaaiBliedl iND> |[eatleaieiH it does aot nattheie. Qi;, beeawe these igaiiptoias areipliiMiaelf 
these wluch shew theBH^vea in. eases of p«iaoniag Ig atsyehniaef No, the ease does not .Teat 
thtve. Iwishilr^A. loMMitdffawjFonrserioasMtteation toapart«f the ease whieh lias aet 
hsea net or^gnefhd with, ^ leained liiBadaaid that he woi^d ooatest the ^tpoad with tihe 
proaecatiaa foot 1)y SML Alas i we a]?e aow iupong^aad whidi is, m it wa% >enti^r abandcMd 
hf the dtffiaaoe. uUae ! with -this oMwt ef the imaB lay .learned iriead h^ Jici grai^d M alh 
^^'death ««Mlied ifta draad mgmfatrftfifln wae th^ pias<»er ^ ithe bar pssaosasd g£ that f>o$io»^ 
.^ heoblaiait iqMn 4he eve of the death ! These are, ii^fttstecs ^f -faazfiil oacaaeBb ThOf, ace 
auBttsca 19011 wh&(di it btiiowed ii^ leained fnead to oouimeat with all tftie yigfm ef "wihieh 
he is io^iaMe oad aU the laeana whiofa this ease -affooled "to him. Yet ihis^paxi of .the OMehe 
has left •eatMjT aatooohed. The frisoner at the boK ^taiaed stiydmiae on the Moalsty iaigh(L 
He .gabiit 4ig«iaaii Twadi^ taoiaing. Thelaet ef his having^ it oa Monday night scats, it ia 
troB!, 190a 4ihe ^deiioe ef a pevsoa whose statepea^ as I. told 50U -on the outaet* and' as I now 
repeat, reqjahas at ^ma baada the aiost earsfi^l and aaxiona attaation. before joa -osiiTiot 
the priaonec. Thai nan, JBfewtMi, teUa «s, that oii that a^ht, ^ter Pawner eaase haek 6eaa 
isndoa, he ofataiaad Iron Mm IhreegniBaB of thepoisoa, whioh, had it beenackaiBiatMedwiNild 
havepaodneed jast the^urai^ptMas with which Co^ was thataight attacdcied. Jm Kewtoa mtcftkiag 
the troth, sr iabB iMt ? It is epea to^ibaenfatiexh~*I said so in the bi^gi^aing, cad any Jeaimad 
friend baa diAeAO mere ihftn to jfipeat tkd wamiqg whioh 1 gave to yeia,---ilt is opea fta aMiom 
obeerwtioniliMiyawteaaeMy anade that at at wa ent aatillihe dny prewieas to the QOBMBeoeaneat 
of this trial. He hM ezplauied to yon the I'sasoas which indcoed <hifl,8ilea0e. His eaQiliqwrliad 
<oraloi)gtiiaaliMaii|imaaptewtt«r»iwMl?akB^. TheiroimgBiwi, whoapfljiemtohMf^ihBSt 
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on mora or 1ms iatlBiftte t«nM with him, did noi hei^tete to pft lam t&ree grftim of stryslimiie. 
PakiMr WM a medical man, and th^re was, th«refo^, nothing extraordinary, at a time whfti ihe tdi6per 
might be eipeeted to be shnt, in hit asking for this stiyohnine. Newton gave it to film, andjmK 
baUjtiuMighilittle more about it. But when afterwards this qnettien of the modti in whtt Cook'i IiS» 
had been taken away became rife in Rngeley, when sospidon of poisoning by stryehmne arose, wheit 
Boberts cameforward and said that on theTuesdaymoming Palmer had purchased strychnine of him, 
.when this yoimg man was called to confirm the statement of Palmer having been at the shop, and 
heud that there wiw a question about Btiychnine, it seemed to him that it might serions^ implicate 
him with his employer, and eren cast a shadow of donbt and snspidon upon himself if he came 
forwazd Yolnntarily, and stated that he had supplied Palmer with poison on' the night of Monday. 
iTherefore he locked this secret in his breast. When, however, the trial came on, and he knew 
that he would be subjected to examination here, he felt oppressed by this eonoealment^ and 
voluntarily came forward and'made the statement which he has repeated here. It is for you to 
say wh^er you are sai^fied with that explanation. It is unquestionalily true that Hiis long 
cono^lment detracts from the otherwise perfect credibility of this witness ; but, on the other 
hand, tiiere is a consideration which I cannot avoid pressing upon your attention. What poasible 
conceivable motive, except a regard for truth, can this young man have had for coming forward 
on this occasion ? My learned Mend has, witix justice and propriety, asked your most attentive 
consideration to the question of ^ motives involved in this case. Before you convict a man of 
having taken away the life of another, it is important to see whether there were motives whidt 
eonld operate upon him. But does that not equally apply to this witness ? Even the odious 
«time of ti^dng life by poison is not so horrible to oontempUteae the notion of a judicial murder 
efeeted through a &ljBe witness. Can you suppose that this man Newton can have the remotest 
shadow of a motive for coming forward on aa occasion like this, and, under the solemn sandaos 
of an oath, taking away the life of a fellow man ; for, alas ! if you believe this evidence, it must 
take away life. If you believe that on the night of Monday, witiiout any concdvable or assign- 
able purpose, except the deed of darknesis which was to be done that night upon the persen of 
Cook, the prisoner at the bar Obtained from Newton a fetal and deadly instrument whereby life 
might be destroyed, it is impossible fer you to come to any other conclusion than that the prisoner 
is guilty, and that condusion you are bound to express in your verdict. What says my learned 
Mend ? He says that Newton does not speak the truth — ^firstly, because he did not make Ihat 
statement until the last minute, and, secondly, because he fixes the tame of his interview with 
the prisoner at 9 o'clock, the fact being that the prisoner was not at Bugdey until 10. Now, 
in the first place, I must remark that the young man does not say '* 9 o*doCk," he says, 
^' about 9,** and every one knows how easy it is to make a mistake of half an hour, three- 
quarters of an hour, or even of an hour, if your attention is no^ called to the dreumstaaces 
tmtil a 'Week, a fortnight, or three weeks afterwards. A man may be readhig in hn 
stody or his surgery, having no clodc before him, and nothing occurring to impress upon 
his mind the predse hour at which the circumstance occurs ; and iio say that if he after- 
wards, when i^peaking under tiie sanction of an oath, makes a sli^t mistake as to time, 
he must tiierefore be taken to be spesiking untruly as to all the circumstances, appears 
to me to be a most unsatis&otory and most untenable position. It is true that my 
learned friend has sought to meet this part of the case. He has to-day produced a witness^ 
of whom all I can say is, that I implore you, for the sake of justice^ not to allow the 
man who stands at the bar to be prejudiced by that most unworthy and most diseredstaUe 
witness. Of this I am sure, that to not one word which that man said will you atiadi the 
slightest value. Before I come to him, however, I must make this remark. If Newton couM 
not have been mistaken as to the time how is it possible that the prisoner should be so? Tet he 
was ; because, on Tuesday morning, he told Dr. Bamford that he vidted Cook between nine and 
ten o*dock the night before ; and now there comes a witness who tells us that at ten minutes, 
i^r ten o'^ock he had not alighted from the car which brought him from Stafford, and therefore 
it must have been neiffly half-past ten o'clock before he went to the Talbot Arms. The prisoner 
says that he saw Cook between nine and ten o'clock, and Lavima Barnes, to whose testimony then 
is not attached the dightest shadow of discredit, asserts thtft he came to the hotd before nine 
o'dock. It is clear she must have been mistaken. He could not have been there much before 
ten o'clock. I am told that it tak^s about an hour to go from Stafford to Bugdey, and the 
prisoner therefore arrived at the latter place shortly before ten o*dock. Of the statemwt of the 
witness who was called this morning, tiiat he saw Palmer alight from the car, thaVthey went 
together to see Cook,- and afterwards went to Palmer's mother's and stayed there a certain time, 
so as to cover the whole evening, I ask you not to believe a dngle word, and I do so becanse I 
do hoi believe one single word of it to be true. It is a remarkable feet, which perhaps has not 
escaped your attention, that my learned Mend never opened one single w«rd of that evidence. He 
said that he hoped, and believed that he i^ould be aUe^ to cover the period by evid^OLoe frost 
Bngo^, Did he tdi us who the witness was whom he was about, to «aB and what he wedd 
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ipcore ; that Ifr. Jeremiah Smith had been upstairs, and had been seen by some of the people at 
the inn going upstairs to Cook's room ? * No ! He did no^ for if he had, we should have had 
plenty of time to ascertain the truth or fidsehood of this, and to meet Mr. Jeremiah Smith with 
evidence. It is well when you are uncertain what a witness will say, or what case you can get 
up, not to disclose too much, because if you do you will be met with conflicting evidence — 
evidence better than that of the miserable man who to-day exhibited a spectacle which, in the 
whole course of my experience I have never seen surpassed in a court of justice. He calls 
bimaelf a member of the legal profession. I blush for that profession that it numbers such a 
man upon its rolls. There was not one who heard him to-day who was not satisfied that that man 
came here to tell a ffdse tale. There cannot be one who is not convinced that he has been mixed 
up in many of the villanies which, if not perpetrated, have been attempted to be perpetrated, 
and that he came now to save, if he can, the life of his companion and friend, the son 
of the Woman with whom he has that intimacy which he to-day sought in vain to disguise. 
Looking at all these circumstances, balancing the evidence on both sides, and seeing that Newton 
cannot possibly have any motive for coming here to give &lse evidence (which must be fatal to a 
man whom, if that evidence be not true, he must believe to be innocent) — and to suppose that 
he would do so without a motive is to suppose human nature to be a hundred times more wicked 
and perverse than in its worst and most repulsive form experience has ever found it to be, — I 
cannot but submit to you that you ought to believe that evidence. If you believe it, it is con- 
clusive. But the case does 
not stop there. We have the 
clearest and most unquestion- 
able evidence that on the 
morrow of that day Palmer 
bought six grains more strych- 
nine at Hawkins's shop. The 
circumstances attending that 
purchase are peculiar. He 
comes to the shop and gives an 
order for prussic add. Having 
got the prussic add he gives 
an oi^er for strychnine. Be- 
fore the strychnine is put up, 
Newton, the man from whom 
he had got the strychnine on 
the previous night — came into 
the shop. What does the pri- 
soner do ? He immediately 
takes Newton by the arm, 
says that he has something 
particular to say to him, and 
leads him to the door. What 
was it he had to say ? Was it 
anything particular? was it 
anything of the slightest im- 
portance? was it anything 
which might not have been 
said in the presence of Roberts ? 
Certainly not. It was to ask 
Kewton when young Mr. Salt was going to a farm which he had taken. In that question 
there was nothing to prevent its being put in the presence of anybody whatever. At the same 
time a person named Brassington comes up, who has soniething to say to Newton about some 
bills which Mr. ^alt owed him. Brassington and Newton get into conversation a short distance 
from the door ; the prisoner immediately takes advantage of thdr being engaged in conversation, 
goes back and completes the purchase of the strychnine. While the strychnine is being made up, 
however, he stands in the doorway with his back to the shop and his face to the street, so as to 
have a perfect command of the persons of Newton and Brassington, and to be in such a position 
that, if their conversation had ended and Newton had been returning to the shop, he might have 
taken positive steps to prevent his going in until the strychnia had been safely put up. I ask 
you whether, having this description of the transaction given to you by Roberts, and confirmed 
by Newton, yon can have any reasonable doubt that the prisoner was anxious to prevent Newton 
knowing that he was purchasing strychnia. You can very well understand why he should have 
that desire ; because, if it be true that Newton let him have three grains the night before, his 




BENJAMIN THIRLBY, TALMER'S LATE PARTNER. 



15i THE TRIAL OF WILLIAM PALMER. 

attoDlioB would Bfttnnlly have been rooied by so rtrange a cirenmitaace as tbe purchase of mx 
grain* OD fhe foUowing day. Three grains were suffioient to kill three^ perhaps ax people. 
yffhiJb covld a man -want with nine within so short a space of time ? Therefore it would attract 
Nswton's attention ; and it did, lor he immediately asked what Palmer had wanted thore 1 — 
for he was^ in the first place, surprised that Palmer, who bad two yean before withdrawn his 
custom from Mr. Hawkins, and given it to his former assistant, Thirlby, should have been 
at; the shop at all. It was remarkable that he should, on this ooeauon, go te Hawkinses 
shop to get the strychnia. Why did he not go to Thirlby ? I will tell you. Thirlby would have 
known p^ectly well that he wosld have no kgitimate use for such an article^ Thirlby had 
taken hk practice. Palmer no longer practised, except in a email circle of his relatives and 
particular friends ; and if he had gone to Thirlby for strychnia, Thirlby would naturally have 
asked what he was going to do with it 1 Therefore he did not go to Thirlby. I a^ee with my 
leacned Mend that it is one of the mysteries of the esse why he should have purchased' strychnia 
on. two saccesslve days ; but that he did so is undeniably true ; and if some little difficulty arise 
from this, is it not infinitely mors difficult to account for the motive which could have induced 
him to purchase strychnia either on the Monday night or the Tuesday ? If it were for jn-ofessional 
use-^for the benefit of some patient to whom small doses might be advantageous, where is that 
patient I why is he not produced ? My learned friend did not in his powerful address even 
adf«rt to the question of the second day's purchase of strychnia* He passed it over in mysterious 
but significant silence. Account for that six grains of strychnia, the purchase of which is an 
undoubted and indisputable fact ! Throw doubt if you please — I blame you not — upon the storj 
of the previous night, but it is unquestionably, true that on the Tuesday six grants of stryehuia 
were purchased by the prisoner. Purchased for whom — purchased for what ? If for any patient, 
who is that patient ? Produce him. If for any other purpose, at least let us have it explabed. ' 
Has there been the slightest shadow of an attempt to explain it ? Alas ! I grieve to say nose-' 
none. At the outset of the case something was said about some dogs which had been troublesome 
ia the paddocks where the mares and foals were kept, byt that proved to have been in September. . 
If there had been any recurrence of such a thing, where are the grooms who had the charge of 
these horses ? why are they not here to state the fiftct ? If this poison was used to destroy dogB^ 
some ODe must have assisted Palmer in the attempts which he made for that purpose. Whne 
are they t Why are they not called ? Not only are they not called, they are not even named. 
My learned friend does not venture to go into t|M question. I ask you, gentlemen, what oonclsskML 
can we draw from all these things^ save one t Death in all the convulsive throes and agonies 
which that fatal poiwm produces la tht fram* of man — death with all the appearances wfaioh 
follow upon such an end, and mark how it has eoiM lo pass ; these thiogs leading i& the minds 
of those who can disease and coaai^ them with cfttm aad dispassionate attention, ^o do not mix 
themselves up with the case as advocates or partisans — ^leading to one and but <me conclusion ; 
and then the ^xt of strychnia having been purchased by the prisoner on the day of this horrible 
death-— even if it were not^ as sworn to, obtained by him atoo on the previous night— aud tbis 
part of the case left wholly ttncovered^ wholly unmsft, without a shadow of explanation ! Aks ! 
is it possible that you can come to any other conclusion than the one dreadful ene of guilt ? I 
protest I can suggest none. But, said my learned friend, why should Palmer have purchased 
strychnia in Rugeley when he might have got it in London ? I feel the force of the observation ; 
and if he could have i^own that he had done anything with the strychnia which he unduubtedlj 
did purchase — if he could have shown any legitimate purpose to whieh it was intended 
to be applied, then I should say that that would be a matter worthy of our gsaveat 
and most attentive consideration. But let us see how the facts stand. He was in 
town <>n the Monday, and had the opportunity, as my learned friend suggests, of pur- 
chasing strychnia there. On the other hand, he had much to do on . that day. He had the 
train to catch at a certain hour, and, in the meaatime, he had his pecuniary embarrassments to 
solve if he Qould. , Time may have fiown too fast to permit him to purchase this strj^chnia. £vea 
if it had not, I do not believe that Strychnia is sold in chymists' shops without the requisite of 
some name or voucher ; and it would have been worse to have bought strychnia in London than 
at home. I do not say that this is not a difficulty in the case — a mattcor well worthy of yonr 
consideration ; but, on the other hand, I say that there is proof of the purchase of strydbnia 
under circumstaaces which cannot fail to lead to the conclusion that he shrunk from the observa- 
tion of NewtoD at the ^ime that he was buying it ; and there is a total absence of all proof —nay, 
of aU BQggBB^oJXf of any legitimate purpose to which that fatal poison was intended to be, or wa% 
in pniot of £sGt, afterwards applied. But it is said that there are other circumstances in the case 
which make strongly in &.vour of the prisooer, and negative the presumptiua of a guilty inten- 
tion. , One of these i'acts is, that he called in two medical men. I admit tb|U this is a matter to 
whi«h all due consid«*ration ou^t to be givctn. He Galled in Mr. R-imfurd on Saturday, and on 
Sui|d|iy he wrot^ to Mr. Jones, desiring hi^ pre^Nice with his sick friend. It is quite true that) 
as medical .pien, they would be likely to know the symptoms produced by strychnia, and to 
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sospeet t?»&t detttli hsA been eaused hj it. Bat here I am stniek by one of tbe single inoM- 
nstencies in wfaidi the witnesses for the defence inrolTed mj leaned friend. If all these wevo 
not exclosiyely the ffymptoms of strjchnia, if they were referrible to that xnnlti 'orm Tatiety of 
diseases of which these witnesses have spoken, why shonld the prisoner have the credit of 
having selected medical men who would be likely to know that these were symptoms of poisoning 
by strychnia ? But I pass that by ; it was matter of miaor importance. It is true that he did 
have these two medical men. He called in old Mr. Bam ford. I speak of that gentleman in 
terms of perfect respect, bnt I think I do him no injnstice if I say that the vigour of his intelloct 
and his power of observation have been impaired — as all human powers are liable to be impaired 
— by the advance of life. I do not think that he was a person likely to make very shrewd 
observations upon any symptoms that mi^^ht be exhibited to him either immediately after 
death, or npon a post mariem examination. The best proof of this is to be found in 
that which he has done and written. To Mr. Jones the same observation does not apply. 
He was a young man, in the full possession of his intellect and professional knowledge, 
yet the prisoner appears to have selected his man well ; for what has come to pass shows 
how wisely he judged what was likely to be the case. This death occurred in the presence 
of Mr. Jones with all those fearful symptoms which you have heard described, yet Mr. Jones 
suspected nothing, and if Mr. Sterens hiid not come down— if he had not exhibited that sagacity 
and firmness which 'he did manifest — ^if Palmer had succeeded in getting the corpse hastily 
introduced into the strong oak coflBn which he had had made for it, the body would have been 
consigned to the grave, and nobody would have been the wiser ; the presence of Mr. Jones and 
the attendance of Mr. Bamford would not have led to detection — ^wmild not have frustrated the 
designs which I shall presently contend before you that this death was to accomplish. On the other 
hand, the matter is, perhaps, capable of this explanation. It may have been that a man whose 
skill was equal to his boldness may have thought that the best dourse to adopt to avoid suspicion, 
and to pi-event its possibility, was to take care that medical men should be called in, and should 
be present at the death ; nor is tbjre anything to show that be (Palmer) had the slightest 
information that Mr. Jones intended to sleep in Cook's room. Had he not done so, his tnend 
would have been found dead in the morning ; iie would have gone through his mortal struggled of 
intense and fearful agony — ^would have died alone and untended — and would, next morning, have 
been found dead in bed. The old man would have said it was apoplexy ; the' young man that it 
was epilepsy. If any one had whispered suspicion, the same argument would have been used 
which has been used now with so muclr power and force by my learned friend — ** Can you 
Buspect a man who called in medieal men to I e witnesses of the death ? " But, gentlemen, if pills 
were on the Monday night administered to Cook by Palmer— and that I believe will be your 
^»nclusion, notwithstanding the statement made by the witness to-day, that he heard Cook say 
to Palmer that he had taken the pills already becaase he was so late ; for the witness Mills told 
you that when next morning Cook reminded her of the agony which she had seen him go through 
the night before, he said that he ascribed it to the pills which Palmer had given him at half-past 
10 o'clock — If you believe that statement that the pills were given to him at half-past 10 o'clock, 
if you find that a few short minutes before. Palmer had pui-cha.se I poison, and if you find that on 
that first night there were paroxysms, which, though not so violent, were analogous in character 
to those of Tuesday night, can you doubt that on that evening Palmer administered this poison ? 
Vbr what purpose I know not ; I can only speculate. It may be that he intended by some minute 
dose to bring about convulsions which should not have the complete character of tetanus, which 
should resemble natural convulsiims, and which shouW justify bis afterwards saying thai those of 
'the next evening were merely a succession of similar fits, and that the man has died of convuHons. 
It may l>e that he on the Monday night attempted \o carry out his fatal purpose to its fiiUest extant, 
' but that the poison did not take effect. We hear that an inferior form of this poison called brucia is 
occasionally sold, and it may have been— but this is only speculation. I cannot tell. I only know 
that Palmer purchased poison on the Tuesday, and that on that night Cook died wiUi all the 
symptoms of that poison ; that the poison is not now in any way accounted for ; that the 
symptoms, though greater in intensity were the same in character on l^e Tuesday as on the 
Monday night; and I eannot avoid the conduf^on te which my reasoning power irrenstibly 
compels me, that the poison was administered on the first night, but failed, and that on the second 
it took fatal effect Alas 1 it does not stop there. There- is Another part of this case, which 
although it^does not immediately refer to the cause of death, is still of conmderable importanoe. 
"We have had witnesses—medical men and analytical ^chyndsts— and they have told us a great 
deal about strychnine, hut not one word about antimony. Oh the Wednesday nighty at Sfarowt- 
bury, this man drinks a glass of brandy-and -water, fancies there is somethii>gin it that bums 
his throat, exclaims at the time and is immediately seized with vomiting. A)n the same night 
Mrs. Brooks sees the prisoner shaking something in a glass, evidently dissolved in some fiuid. 
A man has been called to-day — the boon-companion, chosen associate, and racing oonfedetate 
of the prisoner — it come and tell yon -tihat all that was nothlng'—ihe woman never came, Palmar 
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seyer carried out the brandy-and-water ; there is not a word of fact ia it ; Palmer and Coo 
only came in at 12 o*clock, and this Mr. Myatt had been waiting for them two hours. Thi 
story is, according to him an entire invention from beginning to end, and he swears that if anj 
thing had been pnt into the brandy-and-water he must have seen i^ and that nothing was. 
think yon will be more ready to believe Mrs. Brooks than people who have been the associates o 
the prisoner and the partners in his transactions. It is a remarkable £Eict that Cook drinks thi 
brandy-and-water, and is immediately taken ill. Other people were taken ill at Shrewsbury 
and it may be that this illness of Cook's was only some form of the same complaint. I do no 
want to press it further than I ought ; but it is remarkable that a man should be seen holding i 
tumbler to the light, and immediately afterwards one who is drinking at the same table witl 
him, and who, if Myatt is telling the truth, was then somewhat in liquor, and therefon 
ought not .to have been pressed by Palmer to take any more, is told by him as as 
inducement to drink, that he (Palmer) will not take any more until he has drunk 
his glassful, and afterwards that man is taken ill. These are circumstances which are 
not incapable of exciting suspicion ; but I will pass from them to what occurred at Rugeley. 
From the Saturday imtil the Monday morning this poor man suffered from vomiting. It is clear 
that could not have been the Shrewsbury disease. He had got rid of that, and was well upon the 
Thursday and Friday. It was not until the Saturday morning, the day after he had been dining 
with Pahner, that he was taken ill. Then we have Palmer administering remedies and sending 
over toast-and- water and broth, and whenever these are taken Cook is seized with incessant 
vomiting. ' The broth is said to-day, by Mr. Jeremiah Smith, to have been sent by him from the 
Albion ; but it is taken, not to the Talbot Arms, but to the prisoner's kitchen. What is done 
with it there i Instead of leaving it, as one would have expected, to the woman who was to take 
it to the Talbot Arms, Palmer himself takes it from the fire, puts it into a cup, and gives it to 
her to take over ; it is taken over, and as soon as Cook has dnmk it he vomits and is ill for the 
whole day. On Sunday the same thing occurs agalu. Broth is brought from the same quarter, and 
attended by the same results. Of that broth a woman took a couple of spoonfuls ; and with what 
results ? She is sick for some hours, vomits twenty times, and is unable to leave her bed for five 
or six hours. It is urged by my learned friend that she did not state this before the coroner. 
Perfectly true, she did not. Nevertheless, it is the fiict, because it is sworn to by the other 
servant, who perfectly remembers her being ill. I quite understand why she did not at first 
mention it, and to me it shows the honesty and simplicity of the woman's character. It did not 
at first occur to her to connect the sickness from whieh she suffered with the taking of the broth ; 
but afterwards, when the question of antimony came up» and Cook's sickness was connected with 
it, she remembered perfectly well, after her evidence had been given, how she had taken the 
broth and immediately afterwards became ill. The fact is not now capable of dispute. It may 
be that she did not mention it at the inquest, but it is undoubtedly the &ct as she states it, and 
I think you will deem it to be an important an^ significant fact. On Monday Palmer is absent 
and Cook is better. On Tuesday he vomits again, though not to the same extent. After the 
. death — ^now comes the important &ct — antimony is found in the tissues of his body and in his 
blood. Its presence in the blood shows that it must have been taken recently — within the last 
forty-eight hours before his death. How* came it there ? The small quantity that is found does 
not afford the slightest criterion of the quantity that had been administered to him. Part of it 
would be thrown up by the act of vomiting, and part would pass away by other means ; but none 
would be there unless he had taken it. Now, what did he tike it for I I find that he is suffering 
from vomiting for days before his death ; the prisoner is constantly administering things to him, 
. and after taking these he vomits ; the prisoner sends over a basin of broth for his especial use, 
and a woman servant taking two spoonfiils of it is for many hours reduced to the same condition as 
himself ; antimony is an irritant which will produce vomitmg and retching. To what other oonclu- 
sion, then, can you come than that antimony must have been given to hun by some one, and who 
is there but the prisoner at the bar who could have given it ? My learned friend says that he might 
have taken some at a former time — ^he might have taken James's powder. Is there the slightest 
trace of his having, during the whole period over which this evidence extends, ever taken that 
medicine t Moreover, as I have just said, the antimony was in the blood, and therefore must have 
. been taken within 48 hours before death. I ask you to form your own judgment^ but I sabmit i 
that the conclusion is irresistible. For what purpose was it administered ? It is difficult to say j 
with anything like precision. We can only speculate. It may have been to produce an appear- j 
. ance of natural disease and to account for the calling in of the medical men, and for the catas- 
trophe which was then in contemplation ; but it may also have had a different object If we 
are right as to the motive which impelled the prisoner to commit this great crime, it was, at all 
events, in part that he might possess himself of the money which Cook was to receive on the 
Monday at TattersaU's. Cook intended to go himself to receive it. If he had done so the pri- 
soner could not have obtained the money ; but by making Cook ill at Shrewsbury he got him to 
go to Rugeley instead cf to London or anywhere else j and the making him ill ^d keeping him iH 
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Sit Hr.c-eie:', at all events over Monday, might be part of a cleverly contrived scheme. It might 
liave been with one or other of these designs, or it might have been with both that the antimony 
-was administered, bnt that sickness was produced and antimony was afterwards found in the 
body are facts incapable of dispute. If yon are satisfied that antimony was given to Cook to 
prodnce vomiting and sickness, then I say that there is no one who can have given it to him 
within the period within which it must have been l^fcken, except the prisoner at the bar. Neither 
the doctor at Shrewsbury, nor the doctor at Rugeley ever gave him one fraction of antimony. If 
yon are satisfied that the prisoner gave him the antimony which produced these natural effects, 
can it have been given with any other view than that of paving the way for the more important 
act which was to follow. Yon cannot arrive at any conclusion but that the antimony was given 
for the purpose I have stated. See the important influence which this circumstance exercises 
mpon the case. Antimony can have been given with no legitimate object, it can have been given 
by no one but the prisoner at the bar ; the conclusion therefore is that, in order to carry out the 
pnrpose he had in bis mind, he administered that antimony of which the effects have been 
proved. It is important, next, to consider the conduct of the prisoner in the after stages 
of the transaction, and I fear that if you look at it in all its circumstances you will find 
bnt too cogent reason to believe his guilt. Let us begin with a remarkable incident that 
to^k place on Tuesday, the day of the death. The deceased has had what eveiy one 
admits to have been a most severe fit the night before, and Dr. Bamford comes in, bat 
not a word does the prisoner say to him about it; he is even very solicitous that Dr. Bam- 
ford should not see Cook, for twice in the course of the morning, when the doctor ex- 
pressed a desire to go to him, he says, **No ; he is tranquilly dozing, don*t disturb him." 
If Dr. Bamford had seen the young man, possibly he would have told him what had hap- 
pened the night before. In the meanwhile Mr. Jones arrives. One would expect Mr. Jones 
having been invited to come by the prisoner for the express purpose of seeing Cook, that the first 
thing the prisoner would mention would be how he had found the unfortunate man that morning. 
Instead of that, he talks of nothing but bilious symptoms; ^* Bilious, '*^ at Shrewsbury, ** bilious," 
to Dr. Bamford, *' bilious" to Mr. Jones, and yet sJl the medical men agree that there were no 
bilious symptoms, no fever, no unnatural pulse 1 The moment Jones sees him, he says, referring 
to the letter he had received from the prisoner, *' This is not a bilious attack ; here is ro 
diarrhoea." The answer is, '* You should have seen him before." Not one single word is said 
about the fit of the night before. The three medical men consult at the patient's bedside, and 
the only remarkable circumstance which then occurs is, that the patient turns round and says, 
''Mark, Fll have no more pills or medicine to-night," thus intimating that he ascribed his 
suffering on the previous night to the pills and medicine he had taken. No observation is evien theif 
made by Palmer as to the nature of the night attack. They go into the lobby and converse about 
what is the best thing to be done. The man has declared his strong aversion to take pills or 
medicine, and Palmer proposes that Bamford should make up some pills like those of the night 
before, but says to Jones — ** Don't tell him their contents, for he has a strong objection to them," 
Then it is arranged that these pills shall be made up, and Palmer, instead of waiting, although 
it is early in the evening, accompanies Bamford home. I cannot for the life of me understand 
what necessity there was for Bamford to make up those pills. The prisoner might have made 
them up himself in two minutes ; instead of which he goes with Bamford and gets him to make 
them up and write a direction on them. He then takes them away, and an interval of an hour 
or two occurs, during which he has abundant opportunity of going to his surgery and substituting 
others for them. He then goes to Cook, but before administering the pills he calls the attention 
of Jones to the handwriting on the direction as being remarkable for a man at such an advanced 
age as Bamford. Was it not, think you, part of the scheme, in case a question should afterwards 
arise as to the cause of the man's death, that he should say — ^Why you know the pills were Baan- 
ford's. Were you not present at the bedside when I administered them \ Did I not call your 
attention to the handwriting on the direction ? Who knows that such a circumstance might not have 
prevented suspicion from being excited ? No one of these circumstances in itself, gentlemen, could be 
I venture to submit to you conclusive as to the guilt oif innocence of the prisoner ; but I ask your 
attention to the series of facts following closely one upon the other — ^facts of the most remarkable 
character — ^facta which can, I think, lead you but to one conclusion. Death having taken place 
after a short interval, the &ther-in-law arrives. What is now the conduct of the prisoner ? The 
fi:ither-in-law applies to him for information on the subject of the son's attack, and hearing that he had 
died in comparative poverty something is said as to burying him. *' Well," says Mr. Stevens, 
**rich or poor, poor fellow, he must be buried." Palmer interposes — ** If that is all, I'll bury 
him myself." The brother-in-law also expresses a desire to bury him ; but Stevens says, **No, I 
will do it." Now, Palmer may have most innocently made the offer to bury his friend, but this 
remarkable circumstance follows : — ^Mr. Stevens expresses his regret at putting the people of the 
inn to inconvenience, but says that he wishes the body to remain there two or three days, so 
that it may be taken to London and laid in the mother's grave. *' Oh, there is no harm in 



15^ THE TEIAL OF WILLIAM PALMER. 

tliat," says Palmer, '^ tba body can stay as long as yoa like, but it ougbt to be put in a coffin 
immediately." Mr. SteTens then gets into a converaatioa with his son-in-law, during wkic^i 
P^ilmer slips away. He refcoms in about half-an-honr, and Mr. Stevens, npon asking him for 
the name of an undertaker, finds that Palmer has taken on hinieelf, without any authml^, to 
ozxler a shell and a strong oak coffin, in order that the body might be immediately enclosed. Why 
should he meddle in a matter that did not concern him^ bat that he had made up his mind thai 
the body should be consigned to its kst resting place and be remoyed as soon as possible frqm the 
sight of man ! You bare heard what farther converBation to<^ place on that occasion, and I 
now come to the Saturday when Palmer and Mr. btevens met upon the railway and had some 
conversation at various stations between London and Stafford. Mr. Stevens having seen the 
corpse with its clinched hands, that and other circumstances ha<l engendered suspicions in his 
mind which he was determined to satisfy, and be made known to Palmer his resolution U> have 
the body opened and examined. It is but fair to Palmer to observe that he did not flinch from the 
trying (nrdeal of Mr. Stevens^s scrutizing glance when the post mortem eiaminatioii was men- 
tioned. But what does he do afterwards ? He is anzious to know who ia to perform the 
operation, but Mr. Stevens will not inform him. It is to take place on the Monday, and on the 
Saturday occurs that remarkable conversation with Newton which was not stated by him before 
the cornner, but which had been in possession of the Orown for some time. He did not state it 
before the coroner because he was only called to corroborate the evidence of Roberts with r^;ard 
to the purchase of strychnine, and no qustions were put to him except upon that point, but he 
afterwards communicated it to the Crown. What is his statement I He is sent for by P|Umer, 
he goes to Palmer's house, he is treated with brandy-aod-water, and suddenly Palmer says, 
** What strychnine would you give if you wanted to kill a dog ? '* — ** From half a grwn to a 
grain," is the reply. ** Would you expect to find any appearance in the stomach after death ?" — 
** No. * Upon which there is a kind of half ejaculation from Palmer, accompanied with a motion 
of the hand, * * That's all right i " Do you believe that conversation ? It may have proceeded from two 
causes^ It may be that the prisoner was in a state of great anxiety with regard to th^post mortem 
examination, and wished to know whether the views of another medical man as to the appearance 
oi a body after death from strychnine coincided with his own. It may be that he meditated 
some jugglery which involved the total destruction of the body ; it may be that he contemplated 
an attempt to poison a dog in order to account for the purchase of strychnine which he knew 
could be proved against him. Whether any such attempt was made I know not. I surmised 
that some evidence to that effect would have been brought forward, but it has not — not the 
slightest account has been given as to how the strychnine that was purchased was disposed of. 
Has it been found among the prisoner's effects ? If not what has become of it I This and maay 
other matters remain enveloped in mystery, but in no aspect can £ look at it in which it does not 
reflect light on the darkness in which the whole transaction is involved. But I will now leave 
that conversation and the other matters of a similar kind in your hands. It is £)r you to say 
whether you entertain any doubt that the death of Cook was caused by strychnine, or that 
strychnine was administered by the prisoner from the quantity he bought either on the Monday 
or the' Tuesday. But my learned friend says that the man had no motive to take away QtKk'a 
life. If, gentlemen, I have satisfied you beyond the reach of reasonable doubt that the death 
was caused by strychnine, if the evidence for the defence has failed to neutralise that evidence, 
and to show that it was not so caused, if I have also shown that strychnine could have been 
admii^stered by no one but Palmer, the question of motive becomes a matter of secondary eon-< 
sideration. It is often difficult to dive into the breast of man, to discover the motives working 
there, and by them account for actions. If £acts are proved against a man beyond the possilality 
of reasonable doubt, it is not because we may not have sufficient scrutinising power to ascertain his 
motives that we are to doubt these fietcts. Nevertheless, the question of wheUier there was a motive 
for the commission of the crime is no doubt an important element in the case. But we must recoileot 
that that which to the good would appear no motive at all—that which would not exercise the 
remotest influence in inducing them to commit a crime, will often exercise a strong influence upon 
the bad. Palmer, as I have before said, was in circumstances of the direst embarrassment, with 
ruin actually staring him in the face, which nothing could avert save pecuniary means at once 
jnrocured. The proofs I have .offered fully oome up to my opening statement upon that point 
In November, 1854, it appears that Palnoer was in this position, — He owed upon bills, all of 
them forged, the sum of 19,000/. Of this, 12,5002. was in the hands of Pratt ; 6500/. was in 
the hands of Wright, and two of the bills {*2,000Z. each) held by Pratt were overdue. It is quite 
dear that the prisoner looked to the l.i,000/. which he hoped to obtain on Walter Palmer's polii^ 
as the means of relieving himself. He was disappointed, the Insurance-ofice, for reasons that I 
will not now discuss, declining payment^ and Pratt then gave him to understand in 
distinct terms that the bills must be met Bills for 40QQL were becoming due at the 
end of the month, and it was necessary immediately to obtain the sum of 55C02. 
Pratt gave notice that be could grant no longer delay inasmuch as the office had resolved to 
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< dii^K^ the poliej, and it was no longer a valid secnri^, and be oonld not ftpresent it as sncli to 
bis dients who, he said, bad disooiinted the billk Palmer pajs two nuns of 250Z., and one of 
90ei.— in the whole 800Z. But 200^ goes for the nnewal of the bills, leaving only 6082. appli- 
cable to the principal. He is told at onoe that be must do a great deal more, or writs wUl be 

, Jflsned sgainst his mother and himsell He knows that this most bring matters to a termination, 
hB «iitraat8 thai the writs may m/i be served, and obtains the oonoession that they i^U not be 
serrod ontil May, be undertaking to Biake further payments in the IntervaL On the 18th of 
Korember, Pratt presses for further payments. Om that day Polestar won. Cook was in an 
ecHtac y of delight feeling that his difficul&e were oyeroome fiir the time, aad he should now have 
«Mdi to carry hiai through the winter until the spring zaoes. Little did he think what was about 
to take place ! If the accuaatioii SfUait the x>ri8oner be true, the winning of that mare, and his 
beooffiing entitled to a large s«m4xf money, was the most fatal accident that could possibly have 
befallen hijn. Alas, how great is tlie shortsightedness of mortal man I Where we deem we 
hmivt the greatest cause far joj we often tad the destrudioa of our prosperity and happiness, 
-while C8lamiU£s which lor the Boncat seem &tal may produce in tbe end the most beneficial 
zvaults. From that fatal day, if tbe pcitoaer be guilty, was the poor youog man doomed. It 
became perfectly elear to Pabner at Ibait monent that an important crisis was approaching. 
What was he to do ? He bad no sonvos to which to turn for money. He could not go to his 

, mother ; that sovroe had dearly been long ainee exhausted, or he need not hare forged her name. 
How could he satisfy Pratt's demands f Pratt is a kind, indulgent man as long as he is certain 
of payment, as long as his security is satis&ctory ; hut let that onoe become doubtful, you may as 
irell aak for pity from the rabid tiger, as well seek for merey from a stone as from him. He gives 
fair warning that the bills must be met or iostalmettts paid to keep them down. Where is the 
money to come from ? M; learned friend says. Cook was Palmer*s best friend, and as long as he 
kept Cook alive there was a friend in need to whom he could resort for aasistance. But in what 
way eould Cook assist him ? Would Cook give acceptances to Pratt ?) Would Pratt accept Cook*s 
aoceptanoes unless the iBstalments of principal and interest were paid to the day ? Clearly he 
would not, for he had refosed to take Cook*s personal security for the 50(d. without the farther 
security of an assignment of ihe hordes. Cook had already assigned tbe whole of his property as 
security for 500/., and all that he possessed in the world was has winnings upon the races, part of 
which, he had received at Shrewsbury and part be was to receive at TattefsalTs. Tet you are 
adced to believe that he would still be useful to Palmer as a rwource. On the other hand, just 
aee what interest Palmer had in his death. My leenied friend says tiiey were ml^ied up in 
varioos traosactioni^ they were confederates on the turf; but ''putting on'* honea for one 

.aaoUier would not make Cook responsible for Palmeii's liabilities. Can anyone suppose that 
CSook ever intended to find means to enable Palmer to meet Pratt's insatiable demands— to leave 
himself destitute In order to secure his friend f Tet that is the proposition whidli my learned 
friend has to establish before he can contend that it was Palmer's interest that Cook should live 
rather than that he dioukl die. My learned frriend says that proof of their being mixed up in 
aevend tnuosactions is to be found ia Cook's letter to his agent, Fisher (written on the Friday 
after dining with Palmer) :— 

''It is of great importaDoe, both to Kr. Palmer and myself that a sum of 500Z. should be 
paid to a Mr. Pratt, of 5, Queen-street, May-feir, to-morrow, without fail. 30(M. has been 
sent up to-night, end if yon will be kind enough to pay the other 200/. to-morrow, on the receipt 
of this, yon will greatly obtjge me, and I will give it to you on Monday at TattersalFs." ^ 
I anbmit that this transaction is fatal to my learned frimd'a arguments. Its explanation is to 
me as clear as the sun at noonday. Cook had brought with him aOU, or 700/. from ^urewsbury. 
Be bad not had time to spend it stnoe it was seen in his possession. There waa only one trans- 
jtftion' with Pratt in whidi he and Palmer could have had a common interesi^ and that was the 
5001, loan raised by the assignment of P<^eetar. The 200/. was advanced by Fisher, but who 
kosws that the SOO/. ever was sent up that ni|^t ? It was not sent mp. then where is it to be 
found ? Whare has Cook's money gone ? I can understand his handing, over 300/. to Palmer to 
pay Pratt, and requesting Fisher to make up the other 200/., but on account of what transaction? 
Why, on account of the loan raised by the assignment of the mare which had just won at Shrews- 
bury, and which he naturally wished to redeem, knowing that the bill was becoming due and^ 
that he had money to receive on Monday at Tattersall's. That is the only transaction with Pratt 
in which they had a common interest. Except with regard to this 500/., Pratt had nothing to 
do with Cook. How then does this letter apply t It shows that Cook sent to Fisher, asking 
him to advance 200/. for Hie purpose of redeeming the mare, that he gave another 303/. for the 
same purpose, and that the 800/. was not applied to that purpose. What was done with it ? Was 
it carried to the joint account ? No such thing. It went towards the payments from Palmer to 
Pratt, and it is a false pretence to say that CoSk was in any way responsible for any bills besides 
the one of 600/., although it mi^t be intended to represent that he was so responsibleS when he 
••was no more. The matter does not stop there. I now come to the transaction of the Monday when 
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10207. of Cook's money was applied to the prisoner's use. He goes to London and ascertains H 
some means the amount Cook has to receive. Probably Cook had desired him to hand tkeaocooi 
to Fisher, who was to go to Tattersall's and receive the money. We know that he did notdoiH 
but, says my learned iiiend, Cook, in concert with Palmer, meditated a fraud ; they intended i 
apply the 2001. which ought to have been repaid to Fisher to their own use. That is notiui| 
but a surmise, and there is no reason to believe that Cook would have consented to be a partyij 
any such transaction. Observe, that if the prisoner's representation to Cheshire was trae, U 
had a genuine check of Cook's for the whole sum he was to receive from Messra, "WeathCTbyd 
account of the Shrewsbury stakes. It is a reasonable proposition that he would hand over to ti 
prisoner the whole 1020/. he was to receive. However, he goes to London, and iMteaM 
proceeding to Fisher, Cook's regular agent, who would have repaid himself his advance of i^ 
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;he money to be received at TattersaH's, and who would not have pnrted with the 
except on Cook's authority, he takes the accoimt to a stranger, who had never before 
'> Cook's agent, and who therefore has no hesitation in paying the money according to the 
IS of the man who had authorised him to receive it. He gives Mr. Herring the list of bets 
A to receive at Tattersall's, and how does he direct him to dispose of them ? He says to 
, "Pay yourself 200^., pay Pratt 4501., and pay Padwick 360Z." It is clear that this 
IS a debt from Palmer to Pratt^ and it is untrue that Cook had anything to do with it. 
^rd to Padwick's debt, there is evidence that Palmer treated it as his own. Both Pratt 
wick were getting impatient for their money, and Padwick would no doubt have resented 
•payment of a debt of honour, which no doubt this was, by enforcing the early payment 
er's 1000^, bill. That event did actually come to pass, for in consequence of Mr. 
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Herring not haviog receiTed all the money he had expected to leoeive ai TatterBdTjg Fadwidc 
-vras not paid, and pnt the law in moticHi to recoTcr the amount of his bill. A lar^ perfiaB, iC 
not the whole 3502., was a debt of Palmer's, the 4502. was a payaMDt on aooount of PjJimer^ 
liabilities, and the 200Z. was a psTment in respeet of one of PslBifir's aooeptaaoes. Tbas he 
had a clear interest in the appropriation of the money ; it was his only means of stavii^ <4r the 
evil honr. The degree <tf motive mnat not be measured by this alone. He knew that set mi^ 
might procees be at any moment issned against him on aooooat'of the biUs, bi^ that tiM 
moment the law was pot in motion, the crimes of which be had been gnilty— fraud and foBt^gof — 
would come to light, and he wonld he exposed to the cotiseqneBoes ^ a violation of the lam — 
transportation or penal servitude. It is said that he had a check frem Cook which entitled lumis 
receive the amount of the winmags. Bat bo saggestaaB is made ae to C!ook*s reason fsr gmag it 
to him, and it is not produced. It is dear that it is in the pnsoBer*s hands. It is proved Asi it 
was returned to him. Why is it not produced thai we may see whether It is genuine or not t let m 
look at the drcumstanoes under which he presents it for payment. He asks Chediire to £11 uip Ihe 
body of the check, and when Ghesfaire expmeBses lus surprise, he aay;^ ''Cook, poor fellow, is 31, 
and I am apprehensive that if I 'fill it up Hessra. Weatherby will fcaow my luuidwritang.** Vl^ 
should they not know it if Ihe transaction was an honest one I SooBe &aud was going on henv te^ 
which he was afraid might be detected. Why on etfth lihould he aend for Cheshine, whe «m 
busily engaged at the post-o9'oe, at seven m the eveiua& st Ihe ^«ry time when he had is meet 
Bamford and Jones in consultation upon the patient's ease, and when, if he had not w uk ftd. is 
write the check, and Cook bad wished to give it, he might haiie asked €o(^*a intimate fioead Jeaa 
to fill it up ¥ Does not this transaction beaar fraud upon the iaoe of it I Before the priflaser was 
finally arrested on civil prooBSii^ which, nnlueldJy for him, took place befiaie the v«rdiflt ef 4e 
coroner*s jury secured his person to answer a csriminal charge, be had undiflpated iMwaeaskaa of Us 
own papers, and it is clear, since this <^>eck has not nnoe beea found, that he mmt have 
dealt with it in some way or other. She inference fixaa its non-proiuction is tbait flie 
transaction will not bear inepecoon. TfaaSt is not aH. ft is <dear that he meditated another 
fraud of a different kind. Almost as aeon as the lasfiBAfa as onfc of die poor man's 
body he intimates that he has a claim of S0002. er 4MfiL for bills for whidi he 
was liable, but which had, in &at» been n^|ociated for Gaok's benefit. He had before 
taken Oheshire a document with the JBgonture of Mm Parsons Coo'k, purporting to be 
an acknowledgment ihat oertaan hose iSls had been negociated for him, and that Palmer 
had denved no benefit fram ithem« There were no such bills in existence. If there 
were, who knows better than Ihe friBoner at the bar that there would be no difficulty in satisfy- 
ing you of the fact^ and neaaarang i^ gveait stumbling-block from his case ? But he asks 
Cheshire to attest this ^ocmani^ nni on the same day, the day following the poor man's death, 
he writes to Pzatt» ^'SLind, lannsthave Folestar." Having got evsery shilliag «f the man's 
money, his porpose wmt to eeoare his remaining property — ^Polestas; the value of which he may 
have considenikly exaggerate^, er with which ^ may have iartended 4» spasulate in &ture xaces. 
His intention, if 4he decumoMfc lutd been attested, ^aas %»Mkmt 4o foiae Cook's -eBecutQa to 
purchase some of ihe bdadsentef ifre edtefce. If OheshsBe IhmI had fhe weabMss to «Mi>ly Witt 
his request he would have hni tfue asain an his power, aai hane broi^ hiasiniiaiMim««d 
reluctant into the wibness-teK to amear 4Jhflthelmd seen Ife ^snl nam aga lAnfapcc. If (bst 
documeirt is genuine, not n fasagi, firodnoe ill, anA let nstert ill EereepanlaHHrib mnad 
you that the jtiBane^ iWym s sweas im his nsni iHisnjL aion mptl flte ^fime of Ins aMSSi* . l^bcaa 
doubt thst Ihe 4wmiMBiii Itakn U Qkoftne Im been rtntbajjed bacnuseif at fcad heeafnad 
it would haae caysnoA neaae Miiliiiitiil. Inmi to thf^eaaofkijieB <xf which Ckxic's deafli «■ 
necessary? ISHMenoareaBeiOniaii^lllHitjpaDtttf tfaecaae^^^ itisfiar 

. you to say nAottiei;, lifyBnaneaailiiafinA Ihrit rttzrycbainemaa iffltt canae «f the masfs death, and 
thatk the psasener JfanA tthe apfMoinnity «of aAnaamtanng jaSSs to him contahiing siz7!h> 
nine, you doaSthilhisstiteiiftftdBigBifind suflioM^ Another pnt 

of the prisoDef's conduct throws, I think, great ii^ ngiea 4lie ^uestaon you have to detecmine. ' 
What has become of Cook's betting-book ? What has been the language and conduct of the prisoner 
wit[i regard to that betting-book ? On the very night when Cook dies, ere the breath be vdl 
. parted from the poor man's body, the prisoner was rummaging his pockets and searching amoag 
his papers. He might have done that innocently, but what comes next ? He tells Jones, that it is 
his duty, as the nearest friend of the deceased, to take possession of his watch and other effects; 
Jones does so. My learned friend endeavours to explain this awkward part of his case by sayng 
that other persons, the undertaker's men, the women, and the servants, had access to the bed- 
room. But even before the women came to lay out the corpse, Jones seeks for the book, fhe 
prisoner is asked about it, and he says it Is of no use. The &ther4n-law comes down, vA 
shortly afterwards requests Jones to seek for it. (Fhey go upstairs— Jones and Palmer—but, of 
course, they tlo not -^nd it, and they return to inform Stevens. ' ^'Tou oan*t find it,** fxjt 
Stevens, "howistha* «"— **Oh," says Palmer, "the betting-bodk is of no use.""— " No use^* 
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npUes Steveofis, **I lun the best judge of that. Why u it of no use!** — '^ Because^'* 
be is told, '*dead men^e bets are Twd, and Cook received some of bis money on the oonrse." 
Bead men's bets are void 1 Troe ; but tbey are not void when they have been reoaved. Wbo 
received the dead man^s bets t The prisoner at the bar. Who appropriated the proceeds 
of ibe bets ? The prisoner at the bur. Who was answerable for the bets ? The prisoner 
ai the bar. Who was interested in concealing the amount of the bets ? The prisoner at the bar. 
The executor of the deceased wanted to know what he was entitled to receive.* The prisoner teOa 
liini the record is of no use. If it had been found Stevens would have seen that he was entitled 
to receive 1020^. Does this throw no light upon the case 1 There is more yet in the conduct of 
tbe jwiBoner on which I must say a few words. Mr. Stevens determined on having a post mortem 
examination. Observe the conduct of the prisoner in respect to that most important proceedings 
He is on the watch for Mr. Stevens and for the local medical men wherever they go, and whoi 
Br. Harland says to him, as was natural enough, speaking to a brother medical man, ** What is 
this case; I hear there is a suspicion of poison?" — '*No," says Palmer, **the man had two 
epileptic fits on Monday and Tuesday, and you*U find old disease of the head and heart." There 
was no disease, however, either of the head or heart. That very man had gone to Dr. Bamford on the 
day before, and had asked him to certify to the cause of Cook's death. *' No," said Dr. Bamford, 
"he is your patient ; you certify." Palmer says» however, that he had rather that Dr. Bamford should 
certify, and he does so accordingly. The very next day Palmer tells Dr. Harland that Cook died of 
epilepsy. The poit mortem examination then takes place, and the contents of the stomach, or a 
portion of them, ajre put into a jar. It is fastened with a parchment covering doubled over it and 
sealed, and Dr. Harluid discovers that the prisoner has removed the jar from the spot where it was 
placed. The prisoner has, in fact, taken it to the other end of the room, near the door, and he 
says, ''I thought that it would have been more convenient for you as you were going out." 
That is possible ; but is it not strange and remarkable that the jar containing the contents of 
the dead man's body should be found in the hands of the person against whom rests the sus- 
picion of having deprived the deceased of life? Still, the proceeding might have been an 
innocent one. We are left in conjecture upon this point, but I am afraid that there is no 
conjecture which is consistent with tiie innocence of the prisoner. It might have been done in 
order to put something into the jar, which it was supposed would neutralise and destroy the 
evidence of poison. I can't say what was the motive ; but he is restless and uneasy as to what 
is to be done with the jar, and he remonstrates with Dr. Bamford, as if he had any interest in 
the matter ; as if Dr. Bamford had any concern in Cook's death. The jar is taken away ; and 
we know well, because it must have made a painful impression upon your minds, that Palmer 
went to the postboy Myatt^ who was to drive the fly, and asked him to upset those who 
were to take the jar to Birmingham or to London for examination. My learned friend 
endeavoured to explain that matter, and told you that the bribe of 101. to upset the man 
who had charge of the jar arose simply out of resentoient against that '* officious, meddling 
stepfi&ther, w1k» had dared to interfere;" that he had been guilty, in return for the con- 
sideration and courtesy and kindness with which he had been treated by the prisoner, 
of prying, meddling, and insolent curiosity. Surely the man who saw his stepson, 
to whom he was t^derly attached, lying dead, under circumstances which naturally excited 
grave suspicion, was justified in insisting upon inquiry ; and one would have thought that 
the matter was of sufficient weight to protect him against the suggestion of insolent curiosity. 
It was known that Mr. Stevens insisted upon an inquiry. Was that a reason or a motive 
whidi, operating upon the mind of Palmer, should have induced him to entertain anger or 
leaentraent, and have made him offer 101, to the postboy to upset Mr. Stevens on the road? 
No ; but if he had upset Mr. Stevens he would have upset the jar ; the contents would have 
been lost or rendered unfit for analysis ; and that was all that the prisoner wanted. Then 
ji^ain we fisd the prisoner sending presents to that important officer the coroner, during the 
time that the inquest was sitting, presents, imquestionably, of game and of things of that 
description ; and, if the evidence has not much misled us, of money also. For what purpose 
was all that done ? Then, again, there is his obtaining a knowledge of the commonication 
which is sent by the eminent chemist who is employed to soialyse the contents of the stomach to 
Mr. Gardner, the attorney at Rugeley, who was instructed on behalf of Mr. Stevens — is that the 
conduct of innocence or guilt ? Why should he be desirous of knowing whether strychnine, above 
all things, had been found in the stomach ? Look at his letter to the coroner, in which he states 
that he has seen it in black and whit^ that Dr. Taylor has been unable to discover strych- 
nine* and adds, *U hope the verdict to-morrow will be that death resulted from natural causes, • 
and that there the matter will end." But the verdict was not so ; and it did not end 
there. Now, gentlemen, it is for you to say whether, upon a review ef the whole of this 
evidence, you can come to any other conclusion than that the death of the deceased was occa- 
sioned by poison administeied by the prisoner at the bar. Look to all this restless anxiety. 
It might possibly be compatible with innocence if it stood by itself alone ; but you must 
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remember that it is ODe of a series of things vhich, though small perhaps in their 
indiyidual capacity, do, when grouped together; lead to the inevitable and irresistible 
conclusion that the prisoner was the cause of this man^s death. This is the case 
which you have to decide. Ton have in the prisoner a man labouring under a pressure 
almost overwhelming, with pecuniary liabilities which he is utterly unable to meet, involving 
penalties of the law which must bring down disaster and ruin upon him. The only mode by 
which he can prevent those consequences is by obtaining money ; and under such circumstances 
we know that a comparatively small amount, if it will meet the exigencies of the moment and 
will avert the impending catastrophe of ruin, will operate with immense power. You then find- 
that he had access to the bedside of the man whose death you have now to inquire into. Yon 
find that he has means of administering poison to him, and that within 48 hours of the death he * 
has twice acquired possession of the poison which we suppose him to have administered to the 
deceased. ' Then you have the death itself in its terrible and revolting circumstances, all of which 
are characteristic only of death by that poison — strychnine — and no other. You have then the - 
fact that to the utmost oif his ability the prisoner realises the purpose for which it is suggested 
to you that the death was accomplished. Whether these fiwsts, coupled with the undoubted 
and undisputed fact that a subsidiary poison — antimony — was used, of which traces were fonnd, 
although none were found of the principal poison, justify you in returning a verdict of " guilty" 
against the prisoner, it is for you to determine ; and you must take all these circumstances into 
your consideration. You have indeed had introduced into this case one other element, which I 
own I think had better have been omitted. You have had from my learned friend the xmusual 
— I think I may say almost unprecedented, assurance of his conviction of the innocence of his 
client. I can only say upon that point that I think it would have been better if my learned friend 
had abstained from giving such an assurance. What would he think of me if, imitating his exam- 
ple, I should at this moment declare to you, on my honour, as he did, what is the intimate 
conviction which has followed from my own conscientions consideration of this case ? My learned 
friend also, in his address, of which all admired the power and ability — adopting a couwe 
which is sometimes resorted to by advocates, but which, in my mind, involves more or less a 
species of insult to the good sense or good feeling of the jury — endeavoured to intimidate you, by 
ain appeal to yCur consciences, from discharging firmly and honestly the great and solemn duty 
which you are called upon to perform. My learned friend told you that if your Terdict inthis - 
case should be ** guilty," the innocence of the prisoner would one day be made manifest, and that 
you would never cease to regret the verdict which you had given. If my learned friend werefiincere 
in that — and I know that he was, for there is no man in whom the spirit of truth and honour is 
more keenly alive— ^if he said what he believed, 1 can oiily answer that it shows how, when a man 
enters upon the consideration of a case with a strong bias on his mind, he is liable to be led into 
error. I think, then, that my learned friend had better have abstained from making any 
assurance which involved his conviction of the prisoner's innocence. I thjnk, fui-ther— in 
justice and consideration to you— that he should have abstained from representing to yon 
that the voice' of the country would not sanction the verdict which you might give. I say 
nothing of the inconsistency which is involved in such a statement, coming from one who but a 
short hour before had complained in eloquent terms of the universal torrent of passion and of 
prejudice by which he said that his client would be borne down ; but in answer to my learned 
friend I say this to you : — ^Pay no regard to the voice of the country, whether it be for con- 
demnation or for acquittal ; pay no regard to anything but to the internal Toioe of your own 
consciences, and to that sense of duty which you owe to Q-od and man upon this occasion, seekiog 
no reward except the comforting assurance that when -you look baok to the proceedings of thifl 
day, you will feel that you have discharged to the utmost of your ability and to the best of yO* 
pbwer the duty which it was yours to perform. If on a review of this whole case, comparing tbft' 
evidence on one side and on the other and weighing it in the even scales of justice, you can dam''' 
to the conclusion of innocence, or can even entertain that fair and reasonable amount of dcM^ 
6f which the accused is entitled to the benefit, in God's name acquit him ; but if, on the <^b9t* 
band, all the facts and all the evidence lead your minds, with satisfaction to yourselves, to ti»' 
Conclusion of his guilt, then— but then only — I ask for a verdict of "Guilty" at your hands.' 
For the protection of the good, for the repression of the wicked, I ask for that verdict by whiek 
a;lone-^a8 it seems to me — the safety of society can be secured, and the demands, tlie imperious 
demands of public justice, can be satisfied. 
- The learned Attorney-General concluded his address shortly before half-past 6 o'clock. 

The Lord Chief Justice then informed the jury that, inasmuch as he felt it due to the canse 
of justice to read over nearly the whole of the evidence in this important case, he oonld not think 
of attempting to discharge that duty at so advanced a period of the day. He feared, therefore, 
that he must for another Sunday sequester the jury from their family and friends. 

The Court vras then adjourned till 10 o'clock on Monday. 
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ELEVENTH DAY. 

May 26, 1856. 

The prooMdings in this protnusted case were resumed this morning $,% the Old Bailej. The 
public interest which it has excited from the first appears in no degree to hare abated* and the 
Court was again densely crowded. The prisoner was placed at the bar punctually at 10 o'clock, 
and we were unable to trace any change in his appearance or demeanour, although he naturally 
listened with marked attention, in which one mi^t occasionally detect a shade of anxiety, to the 
summing up of the Lord Chief Justice. Still it must be admitted that he looked as little 
concerned as any one in Court. 

Several persons of distinction were present during portions of the day, and among them we 
noticed Mr. Gladstone, M.P., General Fox, Mr. Milnes Gaskell, M.P., Mr. C. Forster, M.P., 
Mr. Oliveira, M.P., Lord G. Lennox, M.P., the Recorder, the Commoo Seijeant, Alderman Sir 
£. W. Garden, the Sheriffs, and other gentlemen officially connected with the administraticm d 
justice in the city. 

Silence having been proclaimed, 

The Lord Chibf Jcstice (Campbxll) proceeded to sum up the case to the jury ; but spoke m 
80 low a tone that some part of his address was not audible in the reportei-s* inconvenient box. 
He said, — Gentlemen of the' Jury, we have at length arrived at that stage in this solemn and 
important case when it becomes the duty of the Judge to explain to you the nature of the chaiige 
brought against the prisoner, and the questions and considerations upon which your verdict ought 
to be given. Gentlemen, I most begin by conjuring you to banish from your minds all that yos 
may have heard before the prisoner was placed in that dock. There is no doubt that a strong 
prejudice elsewhere did prevail against the prisoner at the bar. In the county .of Stafford, where 
the oilenoe for wliich he has to answer was alleged tp have been committed, that prejudice was ee 
fftrong that the Court of Queen's Bench made an order to remove the trial Arom that county. 
The prisoner, by his counsel, expressed a wish that the trial might take place at the Centnl 
OnmiAal Court ; and to enable ihat wish to be accomplished, an Act has been - parsed by the 
Legislatore^ asthonsing the Court of Queen's Bench to direct Ihe trial to be held in this Court, 
so as to secure to the prisoner that he shall have a hit and impartial trial. Gentlemen, I must 
not only warn you against being in-flneneed by what you have before heard, but I must also warn 
you not to be influenced by anything but by the evidence which has been laid before you with 
respect to the particular charge for which the prisoner is now arraigned. It is necessary that I 
should so warn you in this case, because the evidence certainly implicates the prisoner in transactions 
of another description which are very discreditable. It appears that he hais forged a great many 
bills of exchange, and that he had entered upon transaettons which were not of a creditable 
nature. Those transactions, however, must be excluded from your consideration altogether. By 
the practice in foreign countries it is allowed to raise a probability of the prisoner having, 
committed the crime with which he is charged by proving that he has committed other offences 
— ^by showing that he is an immoral man, and that he is not unlikely, therefore, to have com- 
mitted the offence with which he is ch trged. That is not the case, in this coantry. You most 
presume that a man is innocent until his guilt be established, and his guilt can only be estab- 
lished by evidence directly criminating him on the charge for which he is tried. Gentienen, it 
gives me great satisfaction that this case has been so fully laid before you. Everything has been 
done that could have been accomplished for the purpose of assisting the jury in arriring at a right 
conclusion. The prosecution has been taken up by the €K>vernment, so that justice may be daly 
administered, the Attorney-General, who Is the first law officer of the Crown, having condoeted 
it in his capacity of a minister of justice. The prisoner also appears to have had ample means Ox 
condoetiiig his defence ; witnesses have very properly been bruught from all parts of the kingdom 
to give jou the benefit of their information ; and he has had the advantage of havilii^ hir case 
conducted bj^ one of the most distinguished advocates of the Bnglish bar. Gentlemen, I most 
jBtrongly recommend you to attend to everything that fell from that advocate, so eloquently, ae 
ably, and so impressively. Tou are to judge, however, of the guilt or innocence of the prisoner 
ifiom the evidence, and not from the speeches of counsel, however able or eloquent those speeches 
may be. When a counsel tells you that he believes his client to be innocent, remember that that 
is analogous to the mere form by which a prisoner pleads **Not Guilty.** It goes for nothing 
more ; and the most inconvenient consequences must follow from regarding it in any other li^t. 
I will nuw say a few words in order to call to your mlnda what are the allegations in this case od 
one side and on the other. On the part of the prosecution it is alleged that the deceased, John 
Parsons Cook, was first tampered with by antimony, that he was then killed by the poison of 
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BtBrjfbniAy and tiuvi iaa symptoms were the symptoms of potsonrag l^ strychnia. Then it is 

aKeged that the prisoner at the bar had a motive for making away with the deceased, that he had 

an eppoTtnnity of administering poison, that suspicion could hXl upon no one dse, and thai a few 

dajs before the time when the poison is snppoeed to have been administered he had purehsseii 

strTchnia at two diflsrent places. It is alsj alleged by the proseoatton that his condaet^ during 

tlufct traosaetiesi and after it, was that of a guilty and not of an innocent man. The prisoner at 

the bar, oo the other h»ad, puts forward these allegations — that he had no interest in pro-mring 

thi^ death of John Parsons Cook, bat; on the contrary, that it was his interest to keep him alive ; 

that the death was not osca^ioned by strychaia, but ^y natural disease, and that the symptoms 

were those of natural disea.^, aad were by no means consistent with the supposition of death by 

stapychnia. Those are the allegations which are urgxl upon one side and the other, and it is for 

jtn to say iqwa the evidence which of those aUef^t^ons you believe to be founded on truth. 

G^ntiemen, yon have a most anxious duty to perform. The life of the prisoner is at stake ; if 

lie be guii^, it is neeessary that he should expiate his crime ; if he be innocent^ it is requisite 

«faat hie innocence should be vindicated. If his guilt be proved to you on satisfactory evidence, 

: t is your dvty to society and to yoonelv^ to convict h>m ; but unless his guilt be fully sustained 

by the evidence it is year duty to acquit him. Tou must bear in mind that In a case 

of this sort you eaanot expect that witnesses should be called to state that they saw the 

deadly poisdn mixed up by the prisoner, and by him openly administered. Circumstantial 

evidence of the lact is all that can be expected ; and if there be a series of circum- 

stanees leading to the conclusion of guilty a verdict of guilty may be satis&ctorily pro- 

nouxwed. With respect to the motive, it is of great importance in cases of this description 

that yoa should consider whether there was any motive for committing the crime with which 

» prisoner is charged, for if there be no motive there is an improbability of the offence having 

been committed. I^ on the* other hand, there be any motive which can be assigned for the 

commission of the deed the adequacy of that motive becomes next a matter of the utmost 

iinportance. The great qnestion which you will have to consider is whether the symptoms of 

Cook's death are ecmsistent with poisoning by strychnia. If they are not^ and you believe that 

the death arose from natural causes, the prisoner is at once entitled to your verdict of not 

gtdlty. I^ on the other hand, you think that the symptoms are consistent with poisoning by 

strychnia, you have another and important question to decide — namely, whether the evidence 

which has been adduced is sufficient to convince you that death was effected by strychnia, and, if 

ao, whether such strychnia was administered by the prisoner. In cases of this sort the evidence 

1^8 oftefa been divided into the medical and the moral, or circumstantial, evidence. They cannot 

be separated, however, in the minds of a jury, because it is by a combination of those two 

species of evidence that their verdict ought to be given. In this case you must look at the 

medical evidence, to see whether the deceased died from strychnia or from natural causes; and 

yon must look to vhaA is called the moral evidence, to consider whether that shows that the 

prisoner not only had the opportunity, \yit that he actnally^availed himself of that opportunity, 

and administered the poison to the deceased. Now, gentlemen, with these preliminary 

observations^ I will proceed to read over the evidence which has been given in the* course of 

this long trial, iwaying you most earnestly to weigh that evidence carefully, and to be guided 

entirely by it in the verdict-at which you may arrive. I begin with that part of the case which 

was first raised by the Attorney-General with respect to the motive which the prisoner is 

supposed to have had for taking away the life of John Parsons Cook. Now, I think 'that that 

arises out of eertain pecuniai-y transactions which must be fresh in the minds of all of you. It 

appears that the prisoner had borrowed large sums of money upon bills of exchange, which he 

drew, and which purported to be aocept»l by his mother— a lady, it seems, of considerable 

wealth, residing at Rugeley. Those acceptances were forced, and the lady was not 

aware of them until a recent period, when they became due, and proceedings were taken 

Tqpoa them. One of those acceptances, for 20002., was in the hands of a gentleman 

named Padwick; 10002, had been paidi and 10002. remained due to Mr. Padwick upon 

that biU. A solicitor named Pratt, of Queen-street, Mayiair, had adv»nced large sums of mon^ 

to the prisoner upon simihir bills^to the amount, I think, of 12,5002. Several of those bills 

had been renewed without the knowledge of the mother ; but there were two which remained 

iKnrenewed--0De, for 20002., became due on the 25th of October, 1855, and another, for 20002., 

became due on the 27th of October, 1855. Besides these. Mr. Pratt held one bill for 5002., and 

another for 1000/., which were oveixiue, but not renewed, and which Pratt held over, chaigtng 

a very high rate of interest upon them. In addition to these large sums, which had been 

ailvaaoed by Pratt to the prisoner, it appears that upon similar bills Palmer had contracted a 

very large debt with an attorney at Birmingham, named Wright, to whom he owed 10, 4002. It 

had been stated by Palmer that he should be able to liquidate those bills by the proceeds of a 

policy of assurance which had been effected on the life of his brother, Walter Palmer. Gentle- ' 

, the law of this country wisely fbrbids an insurance being effected by ooe- person upon ^ 
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life of another who has no interest in that life ; biit» nnfortunatelj, it does not prerent a man * 
from insiudog his own life to any amount^ howeTer large, and whateyerhis position may be, and 
assigning the policy of that insurancar to another person. It has been proved in evidence that 
there had been an insurance for 13,0002. effected on the life of Walter Palmer, who was a bank- 
rupt, withoat any means except such a« were furnished to him by his mother ; and that the 
I>olicy had been assigned by Walter Palmer to the prisoner at the bar. It was expected that the 
13,000Z. insured upon the life of his brother would be the means of enabling the prisoner to meet 
the acceptances to which I have referred, but the directors of the Prince of Wales Insurance- 
office denied their liability upon that policy, and refused to pay it. Hence arose the most 
pressing embarrassments; claimants were urging the payment of their accounts, and it was 
evident that, unless they were immediately paid, the law would be put in force €igainst the 
prisoner aud his mother, and that the system of forgeries which had been so Img carried on 
would be made apparent. Now I begin with the evidence of Hr. John Espin, a solicitor 
practising in Davies-street, Berkeley-square. [The learned Judge then read the evidence of 
Kr. Bspin with respect to the 200u2. bill held by Mr. Pad^ck, the dishonouring of the check for 
l600l.f and the final issuing of a ca. s(u against the person of the prisoner on the 12th of 
December.] This, continued the noble Lord, i^ certainly strong evidence to show the desperate 
state of the prisoner's circumstances at that time ', but we now come to the evidence of Mr. 
Thomas Pratt, who had advanced money to the prisoner upon bills of exchange, which bore the 
forged acceptance of the prisoner's mother, to the amount of 12,6002. [The learned judge then 
proceeded to read the whole of the evidence of Mr. Pratt, together with the voluminous oorre- 
spondence between that gentleman and the prisoner, detailing the entire history of the transac- 
tions which had taken place between them from the date of their first acquaintance in November, 
1853, down to the period of the apprehension of the prisoner upon the present charge. /Fhey 
will be found previously detailed.] With regard to the letter subjoined, and marked *' strictly- 
private and confidential," — 

^* My dear Sir. — Should any of Cook's Mends call upon you to know what money Cook ever had 
from you, pray don't answer that question or any other about money matters until I have seen you^ 

** And oblige yours faithfully, 

"William Palmeb,'* 
the learned judge observed that the jury would recollect that when that letter was written Mr. 
Stevens, the step-father of Cook, was making inquiries of a nature which were certainly very 
disagreeable to Palmer. [Having first disposed of that portion of the correspondence respecting 
money due from Palmer to Pratt, and with regard to which Cook was supposed to have no interest, 
the learned Judge next proceeded to read that branch of the correspondence relating to the 
assignment of.the two racehorses, Polestar and Sirius, and to some other occurrences to which 
Cook was supposed to have been a party.] With respect to the check for Z751. sent by Pratt to 
Palmer for Cook, from which the words " or bearer" had been struck out, his Lordship observed : 
—Now, it is rather suggested on the part of the prosecution, upon this evidence, that Cook had 
been defrauded of this money by Palmer, and certoinly the endorsement was not in Cook's hand- 
writing ; but, as was very properly argued on the part of Palmer, it is very possible that Cook 
may have authorised Palmer or some one else to write his name. Cheshire, a clerk in the bank, 
is then called, and says that the check was carried to Palmer s account. Now, all this may have 
happened with the consent of Cook, in pursuance of some agreement between him and Palmer. 
[His Lordship then read the cross-examination of Pratt, the bill of 500Z. drawn by Palmer on 
Cook, aud (payable on the 2nd of December, and also the evidence of Armshaw, who proved that 
on the 13th of November Palmer was in a state of embarrassment, and that on the 20th he 
received from him two 601. notes.] It is for you, gentlemen, to draw your own inference from 
this evidence. Having before the races been pressed for money, on the night of the Tuesday on 
which Cook died he had two 60Z. notes in hi£ possession. [H.s Lordship next read the evidence 
of Spillbury, who on the 22nd of November received a $0Z. note from Palmer, and of Strawbridge, 
who proved that on the 19th of November his baknce at the bank, was only 92. 6«.] This 
evidence certainly shows that the finances of the prisoner were at the lowest ebb, and he had no 
means of meeting his bills. [His Lordship next read Wright's evidence as to the large debts due 
to his brother from Palmer, and the bill of sale given by Palmer, as security, upon the whole of 
his property ; Strawbridge's evidence as to the orgery of Mrs. Palmer's name to acceptances : and 
the further evidence of Mr. Weatherby, particularly calling the attention of the jury to the fibct 
of the check purporting to be signed by Cook having been returned to Pahner by Mr. Weatherby, 
, when he refused payment of it.] A great deal, said his Lordship, turns upon the question of 
whether chat check was really signed by Cook or not, as, if not, it shows that Palmer was dealing 
with Cook's money and appropriating it to his own use. 

Mr. /Serjeant Skee observed that Mr. Weatherby expressed an opinion that the check was 
Cook's. 

Lord Caicpbbu.,— Mr. Weatherby said that the body of the check was not in Cook's hand- 
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wiitiag, And he bad p*id no attention to the sigaatare. Yon, gentlemen, must consider all the 
eyidenoe witii regard to this part of the case. The check is not produced, although it vas sent 
hack by Mr. Weatherby to Palmer and notice to produce it has heen giren. If it had been 
prodaoed we could have seen whether Oook*B signature was genuine. It is not produced 1 [His 
Lordship then read the eyidenoe of Butler, to whom Palmer owed money in respect of bets, and 
of Betgen, an inspector of police, who had searched Palmer's house for i)apers after the inquest.] 
It mi^ht have been expected that the check which was returned by Ulr. Weatherby to Palmer, 
who professed to set store upon it and to have given value for it, and who required Mr. Weatherby 
not to pay away any money until it had been satisfied, would have been found, but it is not 
forthcoming. It is for you to draw whatever inference may suggest itself to you from this 
(areumstancek We then come to th^ arrest of Palmer. Now, as it strikes my mind, the 
circumstance that Palmer remained in the neighbourhood after suspicion had arisen against him 
is of importance, and ought to be taken into consideration by you, although he may, perhaps, 
have done so thinking that from the care he had taken nothing could ever be discovered against 
him. It seemsy however, that he was imprisoned on civil process before the verdict of the 
coroner's jury rendered him amenable to a criminal charge. Besides the check purporting to 
be signed by Cook the prisoner also had in his possession a document purporting that certain bills 
had been.aocepted by him for Ckx>k, but neither that document nor any such bills have been 
found. All the papers which were not retained were returned to the prisoner's brother, and 
notice has been given to produce them, but neither the bills nor the document are produced. 
With regard to this witness's statement, that Field was at Bugeley, I know not how it is con- 
nected with the present investigation. If Field was employed to inquire into the health of 
Walter Palmer at the time the insurance was effected on his life, and into the circumstances 
of his death, I know not what he can have to do with the question you are to determine. This, 
then, is the conclusion of the evidence upon one branch of the case, and now begins the evidence 
relating to the health of Cook and the events immediately preceding his death. [His Lordship 
then read the evidence of lahmael Fisher, observing in the course of it that one of .the most 
mysterious circumstances in the case was that after Cook had stated his suspicion as to Palmer 
having put something in his brandy he remained constantly in Palmer's company ; he appeared 
to have entire confidence in Palmer, and during the few remaining days of his life he sent for 
Palmer whenever he was in distress ; in fiftct, he seemed to be under the influence of Palmer to a 
very great extent. His Lordship also directed the attention of the jury tO' the circumstance of 
the 7002. which Cook had intrusted to the oare of Fisher having been returned to l^im on the 
morning of the day on which he went with Palmer to Bugeley. His Lordship then read Fisher's 
statement that he had been in the habit of settling Cook's account.] And now, he continued, 
oomes the very important letter of the 16th of November. Certainly if Cook induced Fisher to 
make an advance of 200^. on the security of his bets, and then employed another person to collect 
these bets, there was a fraud on his part. In the letter of the 16th of November Cook says — 
*' It is of great importance, both to Mr. Palmer and myself, that a sum of 5002. should be paid 
to Mr. Pratt^ of 5, Queen-street, Mayfair, to-morrow, without fail. 300/. has been sent up to- 
night, and if you wiU be kind enough to pay the other 200Z. to-morrow, on the receipt of this, 
you will greatly oblige me, and I will give it to you on Monday at Tattersall's." 
Mr. Sei^jeant Shbe. — There is a postscript, my lord. 

Lord Campbell. — Yes. "I am much better." Now, the signature to this letter is un- , 
doubtedly genuine^ and it shows, first, that Cook at that time intended to be in London on th^ 
Monday ; and, secondly, that he desired an advance of 2002. to pay Pratt. How he came to 
alter his intention as to going to London, and how Herring came to be employed for him instead 
of Fisher, you must infer for yourselves. But if he auQiorised the employment of Herring 
in order to prevent Fisher irom reimbursing himself, he was a party to a &aud. You must infer 
whether he did so or not. [His Lordship then read the remainder of Fisher's evidence, and also 
the evidence of Mr. Jones, the law stationer, of Gibson, and of Mrs. Brook.] This, he said, ends 
the history of Cook's illness at Shrewsbury. Taken by itself it amounts to very little, but in 
connection with what follows it deserves your serious eonsideration. Then with regard to what 
took place at the Talbot Arms, at Kugeley, where Cook lodged, you have a most important 
witness— Elizabeth MiUs. [His Lordship then read the evidence of Mills, observing that the 
events of Monday and Tuesday, the 19th and 20th of November, and the symptoms which 
immediately preceded the death of Cook, formed a most material part of the case.] It has been 
suggested, continued the learned Judge, by the counsel for the defence, that Elizabeth Mills may 
have been bribed by Mr. Stevens, the father-in-law of Cook, to give evidence prejudicial to the 
prisoner ; but, in justice both to Mr. Stevens and to Elizabeth Mills, I am bound to declare 
that not one fact has been adduced to warrant us in believing that there is the slightest founda- 
tion for any such statement. It has also been alleged that Mr. Stevens called upon Elizabeth 
Mills, and read to her an extract from a newspaper, with the view, it is to be presumed, of 
influencing her evidence or guiding it in a particular direction ; but this, too, is a gratuitous 
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assertioii, and, s^ far from b«{iig supported by tbe evidence, it is disiinoHy denied. As regards 
the manner in which Pahncrr was dressed when he ran over from his own hoose to the l^bot 
Arms on the night (tf Cook's death, these is, no doubt, a d fferenoe between Uie tee^mcMiy of 
Elizabeth Mills and that of her fellow-servant, Lavinia Barnes, the former asserting that be wore 
a plaid dressing-'goMni, and tbe latter a black coat ; but it is for yon to decide whether the point 
is of saftcient significat^ce to jostify a suspidon dishonourable to the veracity of eitha* witness. 
It has been asserted also that there are certain discrepancies between the evidenoe given by 
Elisabeth Mills before the coroner and that which sh(^ gave in yonr presence. That yon may the 
more accurately estimate the importance of those differences it is competent for the prisones'e 
eonnsel to require that the depositions shall be read. What say you, brother Shee ? 

Mr. Serjeant Shee. —With your Lordship's permission, we desire- to have them read. 

Lord Gaupbbll. — Then let them be read by all means. 

The Clerk of Arraigns then read the depositions of Elisabeth Mills, as taken before ib« ooroner. 

Lord Campbell. — You have now heard the depositions read, and you will decide for your- 
selves whether her statements before the coroner are not substairtially the same as those whidi 
she made before you in the course of her examination. You will have to determine whether 
there is any material discrepancy between them. Her own explanation of her omission to state 
before the coroner that she was sick after partaking of the broth prepared for Cook is that she 
was not asked the question ; but that she was sick the evidence of another witness goes distinctly 
to pro^e, and it is for you to say whether, corroborated as it thus is, the testimony of Elisabeth 
MiUs is worthy of being believed, and, if so, what inference should be drawn from it. The next' 
witnesses are Mr. James Gardner, attorney, of Rugeley, and Lavinia Barnes, fellow-servant of 
Elizabeth Mills at the Talbot Arms Inn. The learned Judge, having rend his notes of the 
evidence of the witnesses in qaestion, observed the testimony of Lavinia Barnes corroborates that 
of Mills as to the latter having been seized with illnqfss immediately after she had taken two 
spoonfnls of the broth. There is some 'little difference of evidence as to the exact time when 
Palmer was seen at Rugeley on the Monday night after his return from London, but yon have 
before yen the statements of all the witnesses, and you will decide whether the point is one of 
essential imp(»tanee. [The learned Judge then r^ over vnthout comment his notoB of the 
evidenoe given by the witnesses Anne Rowley and Sarah Bond, and then proceeded to recapiti^te 
the listfts deposed to by Mr. Jones, surgeon of Lutterworth.} Tour attention, he observed, has 
been very properly directed to the letter written by the prisoner on Sunday evening to Mr. Jones, 
gnmmonmg the latter to the sick bed of his friend Cook. The learned counsel for tke defence 
in'terprets that document in a sense highly ft,vourabIe to the prisoner, and contends that the &et 
of his having insured the presence of such a witness is conclusive evidence of the prisonei^s 
innocence. You will say whether you think that it is fhirly susceptible of snob a construc(»on. 
It is important, however, to consider at what period of Cook'S illness Jones was sent for, and in 
what a condition he was when Jones arrived. Palmer's assertion in his letter to Jones was that 
Cook had been suffering from diarrhoea, but of this statement we have not the slightest cor- 
roboration in the evidenoe. When Jones, looking at Cook^s tongue, observed that it was not th^ 
tongue of a bilious attack. Palmer's reply wa^, ^^ You should have seen it before.** What reason 
could Palmer have had for using these words, when theH is not the slightest evidence of Oook*8 
having suffered from such an illness ? It is a matter for your consideration. [The deposition 
of Jones taken before the coroner having been read at the instance of Mr.- Serjeant Shee, the 
learned Judge remarks, — >] It is for you to say whether, in your opinion, this deposition at all 
variies from the evidence given by Mr. Jones when examined herej I oonfbss that I see no 
variation and no reaf^on to suppose that Mr. Jones's evidenoe is not the -evidence of sineeiity and 
of truth. Afber observing that the eridenee of Dr. Savage (which be read) went to show that 
down to the hour of the bhrewsbury races and the attack on the Wednesday niv ht. Cook was in 
perliaps better health tban he had enjoyed ibr a long time, the learned Judge called the attention 
of the jury to the evidence of Charles Newton, who deposed to having famished three grains of 
strychnia to Palmer on tiie Monday night and to having seen him at the shop of Mr. Hawkins 
on the Tuesday. Having read the evidenoe of this witness and'his depoedtion before the coroner, 
his Lordship said :~This is the evidence of Kewton, a most important witness. It certainly 
might be urged l^at he did not mention the famishing of the strychnia to Palmer on the Monday 
night before the coroner ; he did not mention it until the Tuesday morning, when he was oinning 
up to London. That certainly requires consideration at your hands-; bnt then you will observe 
that in his deposition, which has been read to yi«, lUthough there is an omissioti of that, whicb 
is always to be borne in mind, there is ifo contradiction of anything which he has said here. 
Well, then, you are to consider what is the probability of his inventtng tbis wicked lie-~» most 
important lie, if lie it be. He had no ill-will towards the prisoner at tbe bar ; he had never 
qoarrelled with him, and had nothing to gain by injuring him, much less by betraying him to the 
scaffold. I cannot see any motive that he could have for inventing a tie to take away the lifr <^tfae 
prisoner. No inducement was held out to him by the Crown ; he says himself that no inducement 
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was held out to him, and thftt he at last disdosed this circumstance from a sense of duty. If 
you beiieTe him his eridenoe is very strong against the prisoner at the bar ; but we will now turn 
to the next witness, Charles Joseph Roberts, whose evidence is closely connected with that of 
Newton. [Having read the evidence of Roberts, Mr. Hawkinses assistant, who stated that on the 
Tuesdav he sold to the prisoner, at his master's shop, three grains of strychnia, his Lordship 
Qontinned, — } TbiB witness was not eross-examined as to the veracity of his testimony, nor is he 
eontradieted a any way. It is not denied that on this Tuesday morning the prisoner at the bar 
got six gmiBft «f strychnia tnm. Roberts. If yon couple that with the statement of Newton — 
helievia^ tM atetonea^— yen hava evidence bf strychnia having been procured by the prisoner 
ott tha MMk^ wi^ hefoia Ite sympftoms of strychnia were' exhibited by Cook, and, by the 
evid»oa ef liAirti^ aadiTiLitd aad unqaestioned, that on the Tuesday six grains of strytihnia 
weve MffdMl' lalH^ Sipposing you should oome to the conclusion that the symptoms of Cook 
wem toomalkmA nilfti deatK hy stryehnia— if you think that his symptoms are accounted for 
by SMxely aalwrat dSaeaae, of eoune the strychnia obtained by the prisoner on the Monday 
e^mwifgi and tiba faeoday menuag would have no effect ; but if you should think that the 
iijiinpl>aw wIM Cbttk exhibited on the Monday and Tuesday nights are consistent with strychnia, 
dkea a ease in mifa o«t oa the parl^ oi the Crown. After the most anxious consideration, I can 
ang^wb aa poflikUt solotion of the purchase of this strychnia. The Learned counsel for the 
fnavwrtoUl aft in his speech that there was nothing for which hb would not account He 
^ailHaiyattp dvoied that Newton was to be believed. Disbelieving Newton, you have no evi- 
dmna e^aiiyduua being obtiuaed oa the Monday evening ; but^ disbelieving Newton and believing 
Betert^, jan have evidence of six grams of sbychnia being obtained by the prisoner on the 
Tmwid^j «0roing, and of that you have aa explanation. The lesurned counsel did not &vour us 
viMk «Im ti^ory wMch he had fonaed ia his own mind with respect to that strychnia. There 
ia a»ev«denee — ^there is no suggestion how it was applied, what became of it. That must not 
inftwBiai jomt viidict, aaless you come to the conclusion that the symptoms of Cook were eon- 
siflkeafe wl^ tetfh % afeffv^taia. If you come to that condosioa, I should shrink from my 
dai^, I sKfliatrt he aivPOVUqE to »t here, if I did not call your attention to the inference that 
if he had paccftaasd that steyolhua, he purchased it for the purpose of administering it to Cook. . 
[The evidtnca ant read by the Itemed Judge was that of Mr. Stevens, the stepfather of Cook. 
UjpOBk tAili.lilt adhti Lord observe^^ — ] The learned counsel for the prisoner, in the discharge of 
^ dwl^ wrtdi a ^wry violent attack upon the character and conduct of Mr. Stevens. It wUl be 
for jew t»amr ^vhethMT yon think it deserved that censure. In the conduct of that gentleman I 
caaao* we aaything in the slightest degree deserving of blame or reprobation. Mr. Stevens was 
attadied to this young man,, who was his step-son, and who had no one else to take care of him ; 
.and, whatever ^ result of this trial may be, I think there were appearances which might welt ' 
just^ SQspieion. I know nothing which Mr. Stevens did which he was not perfectly justified m 
4oiiig. Having been to Rugeley and seen the body of the deceased, he goes to his respectable 
solioKtora ia London, who recommended him to a respectable solicitor, Mr. Gardner, at Rugeley. 
Under his adviee Mr. Stevens acts ; a conversation ensues between himself and the prisoner 
Pafaner,. but I see aothiag is the pvooeedings which he took at all deserving of animadversion. 
Whether F^aer had aaiy rigbfe te oomplain of what was said about the betting-book, and whother 
Mr. Stevens oeuld he hiamed for suspecting that Palmer had taken it, it is for you to say. [Hav- 
ing read the evidence of the woman Keeley, who laid out the body of Cook, and of Dr. Harland, 
w^ E^ke to the circumstances attending the post mortem, examinations, to the pushing of Mr. 
Daronshire, who operated, and the removal of the jar on the first occasion, the learned Judge 
eontiiiuec^ I From that push no infexence unfavourable to the prisoner can be drawn, as it might 
easily be the result of aeeident. la the removal of the jar there would be nothing more than in 
the pashlag* were it not coupled with the evidence afterwards given, which may lead to the 
iaAnNBoe tiMft.th0re was a plan to destroy the jar and prevent the analysis of its contents. [The 
letumed CUsf Jostioe then read the evidence of Mr. Devonshire, the surgeon, of Rugeley ; Dr. 
M<»iohion,. the pbysioiaa ; of Mr. John Boycott, the clerk to Messrs. Landor, Gardner, and 
LsAifer^ the Rugeley attomsfa; and of James Myatt, thepoiAhoy of the Talbot Arms, who swore 
-Uittfe Pabaer liad efifased hin» XOL to VBgs^ the iy containing lb>. Stevens and the jar with the 
OQOtmts of tha dMMMid'a stomodk. Remarking upon the evidence of this last witness, the Chief 
iNstiiQe saad^---} la saaM of eirenmstantial evidence you must look to the conduct of the person 
-ehsdigad^ sod yoa. autst eeasiden whether that conduct is consistent with innocence or is compatt- 
)))a wHUt gttilt. I see no reason to doubt the evidence of that postboy. An attempt was made 
upoi» eMss^exaniinatien to show that the offer of 10/. was not made in reference to the jar, but 
as an indnoemeni to upset Mr. Stevens. It was soggested, you will rememlier, that Stevens had 
wantonly provoked Palmer, and that Palmer might be exaosed, tl^erefore, if he -wished him to 
be upset. I see no ground for supposing that Stevens gave Palmer any such provocation, and, 
if you believe the postboy, that bribe was offered to him to induce him to upset the jar. That 
is not indeed a decisive proof of guilt, but it is for you to say whether the piisoner did not enter 
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Gpon ihat contriTaooe in older to prevent an oppgrtonity of eTjiraining the qpntents of the jar, 
vhieh might contain evidence against him. We have next the evidenoe of Samuel Cheshire, 
formerly postmaster at Hugeley. [The learned Judge read the evidence, remarking vpon the 
eircnmjrtanoe of Palmer calling upon him to witness a document said to have heen signed hy 
Cook as if he had been present and had seen Cook sign it ; upon the remarkable fact of Palmer 
endeavouring to obtain information fi*om Cheshire as to the contents of the letter from Dr. 
Taylor to Mr. Qardner ; and upon the impropriety of the following letter addressed by the 
prisoner to the coroner, Mr. Ward, during the progress of the inquest : — 

*' My dear Sir, — 1 am sorry to tell you that I am still confined to my bed. I don't think it 
was mentioned at the inquest yesterday that Cook was taken ill on Sunday and Monday night, in 
the same way as he was o1i the Tuesday, when he died. The chambermaid at the Crown Hotel 
(2/b8ter8's) «an prove Ihis. I also believe that a man by the name of Fisher is comiog down to 
prove he received some money at Shrewsbury. Now, he could only pay Smith lOZ. out of ill. 
he owed him. Had you not better call Smith to prove this ? And, again, whatever Professor 
Taylor may say to-morrow, he wrote from London last Tuesday night to Gardner to say, * We 
(and Dr. Eees) have this day finished our analysis, and find no traces of either strychnia, prussic 
acid, or opium.' What can beat this from a man like Taylor, if he says what he has already 
said, and Dr. Harland's evidoAce ? Mind you, I know and saw it in black and white what 
. Taylor sftid to Qardner ; but this is strictly private' and confidential, but it is true. As regards 
his betting-book 1 know nothing of it, and it is of no good to any one. 1 hope the verdict to- 
morrow will be that he died of natural causes, and thus end it. 

"Ever yours, W. P."] 

Palmer says in that letter that he had seen it in black .and white. Cheshire states he had not 
sho^'n him the letter. However that might be, there can be no question that this was a highly 
improper letter for the prisoner to write ; and, speaking as the chief coroner of England, and 
being desirous for the due admioistration of justice and of the law, 1 have no hesitation in saying 
that it was not creditable in Mr. Ward to receive such a letter without a public condemnation of 
its having been written. You will say, gentlemen, whether the conduct of the prisoner in that 
xespect — suggesting.to the coroner the verdict which he should obtain from the jury — is consistent 
with innocence. The noble and learned lord then read the evidence of Ellis Crisp, the police 
inspector at Rugeley, who produced a medical book, which had been found in the prisoner's 
house, and in which the followicg passage occurred in the prisoner's handwriting : — ^ ' Strychnia 
kills by cau^g tetanic fixing of, the respiratory, muscles ;" and, remarking that this was a, book 
which was in tibe possession of the prisoner seven years ago, when ho was a student, he said that 
there was nothing in it which ought to weigh for a moment against the pris(mer at the bar. 
Having read without comment the evidence of Elizabeth Hawkes, the boardinghouse keeper, with 
respect to the sending qf game to Ward, of Slack, her porter, and of Herring, who spoke to the 
dirtkitions given him by Palmer as to the disposal of Cook's bets, his Lordship called the particular 
attention of the jury to the statement in the evidence of Bates, jthat the prisoner had told him not to 
let any one see him deliver the letter to Ward. The next witness, he continued, is Dr. Curling, 
and now, gentlemen, you wUl be called upon to come to some conclusion with r^ard to the 
evidence of the scient^c men respecting the symptoms of the deceased before death, and the 
appearance of his body ilter death. You will have to say how far those symptoms and those 
appearances are to be accounted for by natural disease, and how far they are the symptoms and 
appearances produced by strychnine. It will be a question of great importance whether, in your 
judgment, they -correspond with natural, that is with traumatic or idiopathic tetanus, or with 
any other disease whatever. [His Lordship read the evidence of Dr. Curling and the 
^examination in chief of Dr. Todd, without comment, and directed the Clerk of Arraigns to 
read the depo^tions of Dr. Bamford. The depositions were accordingly read, and his 
Lordship then remarked, — ] When this deposition was first given in evidence, Dr. Bamford 
was too iU to come into court, but he partially recovered, and on a subsequent day 
he was examined and gave the vivd voce evidence, which I will now read. [The learned 
Lord here read the evidence, observing with regard to the pills made up by Dr. Bamford that 
the prisoner certainly had an opportunity of changing them, if he pleased ; that circumstance 
deserved their consideration.] There is not, he continued, the slightest reason to impute any 
bad faith to Dr. Bamford, but it is allowed on all hands that the old man was mistaken in 
saying that the death was caused by apoplexy. All the witnesses on both sides say that, what- 
ever the disease may have been, it was not apople^ty ; but he filled up a certificate that it was 
apoplexy, in compliance with a recent Act of Parliament which renders a certificate of the* cause 
of death necessary. [The cross-examination of Dr. Todd was then read, and his Lordship pointed 
out that tiie case of stryclmine seen by tixat witness bore a. certain resemblance to Cook's 
attack on the Monday night.] The next witness is a gentleman of high reputation and un- 
blemished honour. Sir B. Brodie, one of the most distinguished medical men of the present time. 
[His Lordsliip read Sir B. Brodie's evidence.] That distinguished man tells you, as his solemn 
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•opudoB, tiiAthe Mver knew a <»0e in vbioh the symptoms lie had hmri. dmaoAMA, arote htm 
any ^fiease. He k well acquainted mth tke varioas daseaaes which afflict the b«MQ»n fmme, aad 
he imows of no disease answering to the descrif)itioiL of the symptoms whieb pneeded Oaok^s 
death. If you agree with him in ophnon, the infevenee is that Cook died from Mm« other easse 
than disease. [The learned Judge tlien i«ad the evidonoe of Dr. Daniel, who agreed with Sir B. 
Bl-odie, and of Dr. Solly, who also thxmght that natural disease would net aeoonfit ftir dealhu] 

Mr. BerjeafU iShe€ wished to have the eross-exasunation of this witness read. 

Lord Camp bill. — Certainly. I dare say it is very appHoable. 

Mr. Serjeant Shee read a part of the cross-eRamination : — 

"Is not the risns sardoniciis -v^ry commeii in all forms of violent oonvsh&aBs 9 — JfOy it ie lot 
common. Does it not frequently ecour m all violent eonwlsions which assume^ withevt heiag 
tetaumi, a tetante form and appearance 9 — ^Tes, it does. Are they not a vei7 nnmerova daaat— - 
Ko, they are not mdneroos. Is it not very difficult to distinguish between them 9caA idi opath ic 
tetacns ?— In the onset, but not in the progrees. I think you say you hi^ve only seen one oase of 
idiopathic tetanus ? — I have only seen one. When you answered that question of mine, you spoike 
from your reading, and not from your eKperienoe I — I did not know your questixm applied to 
idiopathic tetanus alone. Does epilepsy sometimes eoour in the midst of violent oonvulsions ^ 
' Epilepsy itself is a disease of a convulsive eharaoter. I am aware of that ; but you iMurd the 
account that was given by Mr. Jones of tte few last moments before Mr. Cook died !— Yea, I did. 
That he uttered tt. piercing shriek, fell bu^ and cBed ; did be not ?'-Te8. Tell me whether that 
last shriek and the paroxysm that occurred immediately aflerwards--would not that bears strong 
resemblance to epilepsy ? — In some respects it bears a resemblance to it. Are all epileptic con* 
vulsions>~I do not mean epileptic eonvulsions designated by scientific mm as of ^e epilq>tic 
ehaiaoter^are they all attended with an utter want of consdousnees ? — No, not at all. Does not 
dealjh by eonvulsions frequently occur without leaving any trace in the body behind it ? — ^Death 
from tetanus, aceomfpanied with eonvulsions, leaves seldom any trace behind ; but death from 
epilepey leaves a trace behind it generally." 

Lord Campbblu— The jury have heard you read it. It is for them to say whether it is 
important in their view or not. Bvidenee is then given of various cases of tetanus aiising from 
stiychnine ; it is for you, gentlemen, to eofieider how &r tiie symptoms in those oases reaemble 
tlie ETmptoms in this ca«e, or how far the symptoms in this oase resemble those t»f ordinary 
tetanus, idiopathic or traumatic. [The learned Judge read his notes of the evidence given by , 
Dr. Robert Corbett, Dr. Wi^tson, Dr. Patterson, and Mary Kelly, witnesses examined to prove 
the eymptoms in the Glasgow case, and then proceeded to call the attention of the Jury to the 
testimony of Gatolioe Hickson, Mr. Taytor, surgeon, and Charles Blozam, all of whom were 
examined wi^ reference to tbe ease uf Mrs. Smyth, of fiomsey. He then passed on to the Leeds 
ease^-that of Mw. Dove, Whote name had transpired so frequently in the couiue of the trial' 
that it would be vain to afiect any reserve on the subject now. After reading the evidence of Jane 
Witham and George Morley, the leuned Judge observed]— It is b^ond all controversy that 
' «tryehiiia was net discovered in the dead body of Cook, but it is important to bear in mind 
that the witness Morley declares that in cases where the quantity of strychnine administeRd 
had been the minimum dose that will destroy life it is to be expected that the chymist sihould 
eoeasinnal)y fail i& detecting traces of the poison after death. That case of Mrs. Dove's is a 
very important one; because it is a case in which it is beyond all question that deatii was 
caused by strychnine, however administered. ^ It is for you to detennine how far the siymptoiDs 
of this unhappy lady correspond with or differed from tfaoee of Ceok. You will remember that 
she had repeated -attacks of convulsions. She reeovered from several, bitt at last a larger dose 
than usual was given, and death ensued. With regard to the possibility of the poison being de- 
-compoeed in the blood, that appears to be a vexed question among toxicobttists, and Mr. Morley 
difiia<s on the point from other and, I doubt not» most sinoere witnesses. The great questiou ibr 
your consideration at this part of the inquiiy is whether there may not be cases of death by 
firtaychnia in which, nevertheless, the strychnia has not— let the cause be what it may— beea 
discovered in the dead body. [The learned Judge then read the evidence of Bdi^urd Moore in the 
Clnlterbuek ^ease, where an over-dose of strychnia had been administered ; and proeeeded as 
foUewB :— ] I have now to call your attention to the evidence of Dr. Taylor, but before doing ao, 
I think it right to intimate that I fear it will be impcsttble to conclude this case to-night. It is 
most desirable, however, to finish the evidence for the prosecution this evening. When that is 
ooaduded, I shall be ui»der the neoemity of adjoummg the Court, and asking you to attend here 
again to-monrow, when, Ged willing, this investigation will eo'tainly close. | The learned Judge 
th^ jHTOoeeded to read his notes of Dr. Taylor^s evidenee, and on arriving at that portion uf it in 
which the witness described the results of his own experiments upon animals, observed] — There 
b here a most important question fer ycur consideration. Great reliance is placed by the 
prisoner's counsel, and very naturally so, upon ^e ffect that no toraee of stryohnine was dateeted 
in the stomach of Cook by Dr. Taylor and Dr. i^taee, who alone analysed it and experimented 
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upon it. But, on the other hand, yoa must bear in mind that we have their own eyidence to 
ak»w thai there may be and have been cases of death by strychnine in which the nnited skill of 
these two indiYi>1 uala has &iled to detect the presence of the strychnine after death . Both Dr. Taylor 
and I>r. Rees hare stated npon their oaths that in two cases where they knew death to have been 
oomsnoned by strychnine — the poison having, in fact^ beea administered with their own hands — 
tkej fiuled lo discover the slightest tnoe of the poison in the dead bodies of the animals on which 
thej lad experimented. 1 1 iil possible that oth^ ehymists might have saooeeded in detecting strych- 
mne ia those animals and stiyefamiie also in the jar contaiai u g ihe stomach and intestines of Cook ; 
bnt^ fcoweyer this may be, it is beyond all question that Dr. Taylor and Dr. Rees fiiiled to discover the 
fiualcst indications of strychnine in the bodies of two animals which they had themselves poisoned 
with that deadly drag. Whatever may be the nature of tho different theories propounded for 
tfaa explanation of th^ fiwt, (he fiiet itself is deposed to on oath ; and, if we believe the witnesses, 
do«B not admit of doabt With re«ard to tha kfcker from Dr. Taylor to Mr. GaRtner, stating 
thai neither strychnia, prassie acid, aor (^inm had been fooad in the body, his Lordship said 
thai Miler was writtea be&ro Gook^s symptoms had beea eommunicated to Dr. Taylor and 
J>r, Bees ; bat they had heea iafbrmed that prossic acid, stiydiaia, aod optnm had been bonght 
by Palmer on the T assday . They aearGhed for all those poiaoas, bat they fosfid none, f^e 
onl J poison they foand ia the Vidy was aatiaway, and therefore they did not, in the absence of 
symptoms, attribute dsath to stiy^haia^ as thqr caaid aot at that time ; bat they say that it 
possibly ma^ have beea prodaoed by aatimoay, beeaaae the quantity diseov^Nad in the bod|y 
ifaa no test of the quantity which might have been taken into the system. As to the letter 
whiiic^ was written by Professor Taylor to the Lcmcet, the learned Jadge remarked, I most say I 
tblnk it wookl have been better if Dr. Taylor, trusting to the credit which he had bdbre acquired, 
had taken no aotioe of what had beea said ; bat it is for you to say whether, he having, as he 
aajs, beea misrei»«Beated, and having written this letter to set himself rights that materially 
detiaets from the credit which would otherwise be given to his evideaoe. [Elaving eoncludedi i 
reading of Dr. Taylor's evidence, his Lordship EHbid]— This is Dr. Taylor*s eviidence. I will 
imA comment upon it, because I am sure that you must see its importance with regard to 
the antimony and the strychnia. For the discovery of strychnia Dr. Taylor experimented 
upon the bodies of two animals which he had himself killed with that poison, but in 
them no strychnia could be found. [The learned Judge next read the evidence of Dr. Rees, 
in commenting upon which he said,] — I do not know what interest it could be supposed that Dr. 
Taylor had to give evidence against the prisoner. He was regularly employed in his profession, 
and knew nodhmg about Mr. Palmer until he was called upon by Mr. Stevens and the jar was 
given to him. He could have no enmity agaiitst the prisoner and no interest whatever to mis- 
represent the facts. [Mr. Serjeant Shee reminded the learned Judge that the experiments upon 
the two rabbits were not made until after the inquest. ] That makes no difference. If the 
witnesses are the witnesses of truth they are equally cases where there has been the death of an 
animal by strychnia and no strychnia can be found in the animal ; if that experiment had been 
made this morning the fact would have been the same. Dr. Taylor has been questioned about ' 
some indiscreet letter which he wrote, and some indiscreet conversation which he had with the 
editor of the fiUatr<ited Titites, Agaiast Dr. Rees there is w>t even that imputation, and Dr. 
Beesemicars with Dr. Taylor that in these experiments the rabbits were killed by strychnia ; that 
they did whatever was in their power, according to their skill and knowledge, to discover the 
strycb&la, as they did with tht; contents of the jar, and no strychnia could be discovered. As to 
the aaiimony, hd corroborates the testimony of Dr. Taylor. Antimony is a component of tartar 
•metk^ tartar emetic produces vomitiag, aud you will judge from the vomiting at Shrewsbury and 
Sugelf^ whether aatimony may have beea administered to Cook at those places. Antimony may 
not have produced death, bat the question of its administration is a part of the case whidi you 
mast sccriously consider. His Lordship then read the evidence of Professor Brande, of Dr. 
Christason, a man above suspicion, who said that if tiie quantity of strychnia administered was 
small, he should not expect to find it after death, and of Dr. John Jackson, who spoke to the 
iQiii^toms of idiopathic and traumatic tetanus as he had observed them in India, which coadaded 
the evidence on the part of the Growa. Having thus gone through all the evidence for tlie prose- 
evtioiv 1^ Lordship intimated that he should c^fer the remainder of his charge until the following 
dsj ; snd the court was theatelore (at 8 o'clock) adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrcw {Taesday^ 
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ejjLLS BELOW THE CENTRAL CRIMINAL COTJIIT. 

TWELFTH DAY, 

May 27, 1856! 

This was the 12tli day of the trial, »and on no previous morning was there a greater crowd,, 
either within tibe. court or waiting on the outside for adjnission. Among the persons of distinction^ 
upon the bench were the Earl of Denbigh, Lord Q, Lennos, Mr. Qaskell, and other members of 
Parliament. . . 

Counsel for the Crown — the Attorney- Greneral, Mr. E. James, Q.C., Mr. Bodkin, Mr. Welsby, 
and Mr. Huddleston ; for the prisoner — Mr. Serjeant Shee, Mr. Grove, Q.C., Mr. Gray, and 
]Jtr. Kenealy. 

The learned Judges, Lord Campbell, Mr. Baron Alderson, and Mr. Justice Cresswell, came 
into court about 10 o!clook, accompanied by the Sheriffs, Sir R. W. Carden, and oth,er. aldermen. 

No sort of change has taken place in the appearance and general bearing of the prisoner. . Once,; 
only, while the learned Judge was summing up the case which had been made out by the 
prosecution, a slight shade passed across his countenance, but it was gone in a moment. He 
yrAs continually writing notes on small slips of paper and handing them to one or ot^er of his 
counsel. As soon as he had be^ placed at the bar, 

Lord Campbell proceeded with the charge. He said: — Gentlemen of the jury, — ^At the 
adjournment of the Court yesterday evening I had finished the tfwk oMaying before you all 
the evidence on the part of the prosecution, and that evidence, if unansi^ered, does certainly 
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present for your consideratloii a rery serious ' case against the prfiMmer at the hn. It appett» 
that in the middle of November he was involved in pecuniary difficnlties of the xoost formidalde 
nature, that he had engagements to perform which he was unable to perform without some most 
extraordinary expedients, that he had to make payments for which he was unprepared, tiat 
actions had been brought against him and against his mr>ther upon fox|;ed bills, and that he had 
no credit in any quarter from which money could be raised. It so happened that at that time, 
on the Icth of November, Cook, the deceased, by winning a race, b<K»me master of at loast 
10002. ; and there is evidence from which the inference may be drawn that the prisoner formed 
the design of appropriating that money to his own use. Whether he did endeavour to accomptidi 
that object or not, it is for you to determine. We find, however, that he did appropriate the 
money to the payment of debts for which he alone was liable. There is evidence from whioh 
it may be inferred that he drew a check in the name of Cook, which was a forg^^, aad by 
means of which he endeavoured to obtun payment of part of the money. There ie fulmar 
evidence that he eihployed Herring to coUeot the motes on the Monday, aad to appreciate li t» 
hie own use. What effect would hare been produced by tfae survival <€ Cook tmder ernsh cirevm> 
stances yov are to in^. It further appears that on Ooek^e death the prisoner contemplated the 
advanta^ of obtaining poesesaon of ^e horse Poiestar, which had just won tfae race. We also 
}»m ev^2h»oe of his having fkhnoaM a docnment deebring that oeiiain hilis of exefeaage, ia 
whxeh it appears that Cook Ml M eonown, were nego^iatod far Cook's advantage^ aaA t3»t hs 
derived ao benefit from then, fluiit doeninettt, gentlsBMB, was brought ferward after Oeok*8 
death, and, If Cook had s mi w d , the fraud mast have been exposed. WHh vei^peet te 1^|oiat 
liability of Cbok and the prieonex^ it has been i^^>reseated en behalf of t^ Driaowar tkait after 
Ooeik's deaXk that liability wveML he throwa eataely upon him, and he ^N«it lie a aevtre losar. 
}low, swA liability woulcVbeiallMr a dUstante^scH; aad, oa the oUmt InmI, it moat he r«Mii- 
heredthat if the prisoner had eteiaed pcssesstoa of a21 Cooks propertQr ^ ^^ bmsm %• i^di 
he lessrted he would not hav« Itoea a sevam loser Ity his dea«li. Upon tha in^oftaat MMte ef 
whether Cook died from naitnal disease or freas poison we havel^e evideaoe ef SBr B. Arefieaad 
of either most honourable aad skilful mea, who say that in thdr oisiaiea Im did M^ 4ie from 
na^exal disease, as they kaew ef ae natnxal daetse whidk will aoooant lor the symptoaaa attend- 
ing his deaith. Many of them tether say tkaJtth^ be&eve the symptom eddhited by haea weie 
the annptoiBS of strychnine -Hiait th^ w«n wkfet might he expected to he praduoed by stiych- 
nine, aid that, comparing them with the vymptoaxB of aateial tetaniu^ th^^ do not oorrespoad 
with those symptoms, but that tbey do correspond withtiM symploiaa ef atryehmne. &eii, 
gentlemen, you are to take into eonsideration the fact that no strychnine was tend la the hody,lH^ 
^ere is no rale, of law accordiqg to which poison must be found in the hd^y of a deceased persea 
before a charge of poisoning can be maintained, and all we know respecting ^sttydhaibe aot bdqg k 
iA^ body is that In that pail of the body which was analyzed by Dr. iSi^lvT mtsSL Dr. ftees jbqr 
found none. Witnesses of great reputation. Dr. Christison among the nwnher, htave said whsw 
strychnine has been administered under certain circumstances they should aot expect that ft 
would be found ; and you have the evidence of Dr. Taylor and Dr. Sees tha%, having experi- 
mented upon animals certainly killed by strychnine, having resorted to the same means fur ite 
detection which they employed in examining the body of Cook, no strychniue was to be dis- 
covered. Then with regard to the length of time that occurs between the administration of 
strychnine and its operation the evidence seems to me to lead to this conciasion, that, although 
when administered to animals with the view of making experiments it generally operates more 
rapidly than it is said to have operated, in l^us instance, yet there is a difference in its operation 
upon animals and upon the human frame ; and that where it is administered in the shape of pills 
much may depend upon the manner in which those pills are made up, and likewise, iooking ta 
the ^tate of body of the person to whom it is administered, upon whether there wats any previous 
tampering with the health of that pbrson. It is asserted, too, that there are instaaees in whidi 
a greater space of time elapsed than in this case between the administration of the poison, if 
poison waa administered, and the a^>earance of the symptoms. 

Mr. Seijeant Shbs. — I do not think those instances were proved, my Lord. 

Lord Campbell. — There are instances in the books which it has been agreed on 'botii sides 
should be referred to iu the course of l^e trial-*4ih«re are instanees recorded by medieal writers, 
and spoken of in the evidence I have read, in which a long time has elapsed. With regard to bo 
blood having been found ia the heart, the result of the evidence seeukstobe, when daatbis 
produced by contraction of the respiratory organs, causing asphyxia^ blood 19 found in the heait ; 
but when it is produced by a fi^asm in the heart itself, tiie heart contracts, and the Idood is 
ezpeUed, so that after death no blood is fotmd in it. Ton most also look at the evideaoe with 
regard to tbe conduct of the prisoner at the bar befbra the death of the deceased. Ton must ooa- 
dder the evidence as to his having tampered with the health of the deceased by administeriiig 
som^ihing to him in bnmdy-and-water and in other things, one of them being the broth, a part <^ 
whi(^ was taken by Mills, and, according to her evidence and that of Barnes, -oauied her to 
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be attafliced, aa ike dedeudd has been^ with Yomiting. It seems cleftr thst sntimotiy wm Unnd 
m a^ hoAj, It is f»T yon to say ^i^bether it was administered by the prisoner. I agaiQ say tiiat 
If yoii believe tbe witnesses yon cannot donbt that the prisoner i^roerared this rery poison of 
^tiyehniiM oti the Monday and on the Tuesday—three grains on the Monday, six grains on the 
^es4ay» For wbat parpose was that poison obtained ? The witness whe proved the purchase 
upon the Mb&day is impeached, bvt no impeachment rests on the eddence of the witness who 
««ears that poisoti was sold by him on the Tuesday to the prisoner at ^ae bar. What was his 
Bflciifeio& in bdyisg that poison t What was to be its application t No «xp''anation is given ! 
^%en it 4s imjpCMBnble that yon fdiould not pay any attention to the conduct of the prisons alter 
the death. From the instances which ha^ been given in evideoee yon will say whe^ier his 
conduct WAS ^whskt might be expected ^ttrn an imiooetit or Arorn a guilty pmn. With regard to the 
MkiiQg-^ok, tl»ere is oertalnly reasonable evidenee frcnn whieb yon may inifer that in order to 
^Itain possession of it he abstraeled it from the room of the deceased. Ten may farther 
take Into oonsideraitiogi his attempt to bribe the'i>ostboy to overturn the jar contaii^g 
thsM parts of the body whi<^ were to be sent up to London fer a&alysation, and from 
%'hA «videace might be obtained sgainst him. Ton iiaui him tampering with tiie post- 
ma^r to indvoe Urn to opea a Icftler from \ke medktd men who were examining the body 
to Ut. tahavdner, solictor for the proseention ; thai, again, tampering with the coroner, and 
tcyii^ to induoe him to proetrre a verdidi from the jury that no mnrd^ had been com- 
mitted . These este serious matteis fbr you -to consider. Yon must -say what inferences yon draw 
from'them. Certainty they |)rese&t, if ^raanswwed, a very serious ease for your consideraticfn. 
H^ howev^K) you tiimk either that the «a^ for the prosecution is insufficient, or that th« answer 
to it is satisfketory, the prisoner is entitled to yovr verdict. The answer eonsists of two paji» — 
firsts the medical evidence, asd, secondly, the eVi<kRtee as tb faets. With regard to the medical 
w^esses on the part of the prisoner, I must obsert^ that, although ^ere were among thesn 
gentlemen of high honour, consummate izttegrity, aaid profbusad sdeutific knowledge, who came 
here wil^ a sinoem .wish to speak the tru<^ there were also gentl^nen whose object was to pro- 
cure an aeqvittal for the prisoner. It is, in my opildon, indispensable to the adminif^rartiien of 
justice that a witness shouM not be tui*ned into an advocate, nor an advocate into a witness. 
You must say, gotftlemen, whether some of these who were oriled for the prisioiner belonged to the 
eategi^ry I have desmhed, — ^that di a witness beootning an advocate. His Lordship then pro- 
oeeded t© reiid the evidence ibr the defence, beginning iidtii that of Or. Numielpy, who expressed 
the opudofn that l^e death of Cook was oaused not by strychnine, but by some convidsive disease^ 
aisd who produoed reports of the pmt-iMriem esamination whieh he had made iti two cases of 
cbeath from strydtnine. [These reports were also read by the Olerk of Arraigns.] Having gone 
through l^e examifiation and cross-examination of the witness without comment, his Lordship 
observed, — This, gentlem^, is the evidence of Dr. Nunneley. You recollect the manner in 
which ke gave it, and you must fbrm your own opinion as to the weight to be attached to it. 
Oertainly be seemed to display an interest not <)uite becoming a witness in a couit of justice, but 
you win give every attentbn to the facts to whi(^ he refers and to the evidence he gives. He 
differs very materially in general opinion from several of the witoesses examined on the part of 
the pfosecTition,— especial^ in the statement that there is -no extraordinary rigidity of body 
after death from tetanus^ a point which is clearly of consideraHe iurportanee in -coming to a etm- 
<ilu8iDn as to the^auseof CookVdeath. His Lordsbip next read Mr. Herapatii*s evidence, and aft the 
close of it remaAed, — ^Mr. Herapath is a very distinguished ohytnist, and, no doubt, says what he 
sincerely thinks. He is of opinion that where there has been death by stryclmine, ^ryphmne 
ought to be discovered. But he seems to have intimated an opinion that the deceased in this 
very case died by strychnine, and Dr. Taylor did not use proper means to discover it. Kowr, 
the only -evidence w^ have in this ease that there is no strydhnine is that It was not discovered by 
libe analysis of Dr. Taylor and Dr. 'Rees ; but, as I before pointed out, in two of the instanees 
in wfaioh they certainJy had poisoned animals by strychnine the result was the samie — ^no strytA- 
nine was discovered. [The learned Judge then read the evidence of Mr. Rogers, who agreed 
wi^ Mr. Herapath as to t3ie 'poesibility of detecting l^e poison.] There is no reason to doubt, 
his Lordship eontinued, that this witness does sineerely entertain the opinion he expresses. 
According to these wilaiesses, whsre stryohnioe exists, even mixed with impure matter, it should 
be discovered by skilful experimeiftetB using the proper tests. [After reading the evidence of Dr. 
Hotiry L^eby, who said that the Byaipt<»n3 in this case were not, in 'his opinion, those of 
s^ehinne, his Lordship ^pirooeeded, — I Dr. Letheby epe^i&s sineerely, according to his experience; 
but I must say that -cases of this kind seem to vary vary much. There are casrs which ore, as 
this witness si^, exceptional, and among them he mentions that of the lady, Roorsey. The fhir 
result would proba%>ly be that enough » not known cif cases of this kind for us to^a aware of all 
their varieties, and wheire there is a strong -probability that strychnine has been administered 
any peeuliarity in the symptoms would not be anything like eoBetosive evidence to rebut %hat 
probability, [The evidence of Dr. day was then read.] This witness, said his Lordship, givfcs 



180 THE TRIAL OF WILLIAM PAL>tEE. 

you a case of idiopathic tetanus. You are to say whether, from the Bymptoms he describes, ydtt 
caa infer that the case of Cook was one of idiopathic tetanus. The weight of evidence seems to 
me to show that it was not idiopathic any more than tiuumatic tetanus. . [The learned 
Judge read his notes of the evidence of Mr. J. B. Koss, house surgeon to the London Hos- 
. pital, who, it will be remembered, described a case of tetanus admitted into that institution on 
the 23rd of March last. There were on the body of the patient three wounds — ^two at the back of 
the right elbow, each about the size of a shilling, and one on the left elbow, about the size of a 
sixpence. The man had had those wounds for twelve or sixteen years. They were old chronic 
indurated ulcers, circular.in outline, the edges thickened and rounded, and covered with a white 
coating, without granulation.] CSall that tetanus by what medical name you please, it is admitted 
upon all hands that it was to be referred to certaiii wounds plainly discernible upon the. body of 
the patient. On the body of John Parsons Cook no such wounds were discovered. No doubt 
witnesses have been examined for the defence who have stated that in their opinion Cook's was 
not a case of tetanus at aU, and it is for you to say what amount of credit should l^ attached to 
their representations. At all events, it is beyond controversy that the case cited by Mr. Ross is 
distinguishable from, the present in these important respects — ^that there was no suspicion of 
poison, and that death was obviously attributable to externkl wounds. We now come to the 
evidence of Dr. Wrightson, who, you will remember, had been a pupil of Liebig at Giessen, and 
is at present a teacher of chymistiy in a medical school at Birmingham. [The learned Judge, 
having passed in review the evidence in question, observed, — ] This witness, who, I have no 
doubt, is a most scientific and honourable man, has stated that» assuming a man to have been 
poisoned by strychnine, he should expect to find traces of the poison in t^e stomacb within five 
or six days after death ; bub he gave his testimony with that caution which is never so proper and 
becoming as in treating on questions of science ; and, taking all the facts of this case together, 
and contrasting the testimony of the various witnesses, it will be for you to say whether, under 
particular circumstances, the poison may not be unobservable, or whether the chymists to whom 
the duty of analysation was intrusted in the present instance may not hare failed to employ the 
proper means to detect it. And now we come to the evidence of Mr. Partridge, who has been for 
many years in extensive practice as a surgeon, and is professor of anatomy in King's College, 
London. [The learned Judge read his notes of the evidence of Professor Partridge.] It is very 
true that this most respectable witness gave it as his opinion that some of the symptoms in Cook's 
case were inconsistent with the tetanus of strychnine, but then it is important to bear in mind 
that he only spoke from his own experience, aud that we have abundant evidence to show that the 
symptoms attending the tetanus of strychnia vary very much in different cases. The learned 
Judge then called the attention of the jury to the evidence of Mr. Gay, Fellow of the Boyal College of 
Surgeons, who had described a case of traumatic tetanus that came under his observation in the 
Itoyal Free Hospital in 1843. The patient was a boy, the middle toe of whose left foot had been 
completely smashed by the aocidentsd fall of a large stone upon it. This being a case of tetanus 
incontestably occasioned by the smashing of the patient's toe, I cannot see that it bears any 
analogy whatever to the case now under consideration, for there is not the slightest pretext 
for saying that any such accident ever happened to Cook. But th^re is in the evidence of 
Mr. Gay another matter well deserving of your attentive consideration. The witness told you 
that in the event of a given set of tetanic symptoms being proposed for the judgment of a medical 
man it would be extremely difficult, if not quite impossible, without collateral evidenc^ to 
ascribe the attack to any particular cause. On you devolves the duty of inquiring and deciding 
whether that collateral evidence i^ supplied by the conduct of any particular person, or by the 
means that he may have had in his possession ; and, if so, whether the prisoner is that person. 
The learned Judge then passed on to the evidence of Dr. W. Macdonald, a licentiate of the 
B.oyal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh,. who had described a case of idiopathic tetanus that 
came under his own notice in the month of October, 1866. [The Clerk of Arraigns read 
Dr. Macdonald's report of the circumstances attending thjs case^ the subject of which was 
Catherine Watson, a young woman, twenty -two years of age, who, after going about her 
ordinary occupation during the day, was attacked with tetanus at ten o'tjlock at night. By the 
administration of chloroform the violence of the spasms was gradually diminished and she 
recovered. After her recovery she slept for thirty-six hours.] His Lordship continued, — It is 
very certain that the patient here alluded to did not die. She is still alive, and gave 
evidence before you ; and you will, after a Mr review of all the circumstances, decide for your- 
selves whether there is any similarity between her case and that which resulted in the death of 
Cook. Dr. Macdonald has gone the length of introducmg a new term of disease, ** epilepsy witk 
tetanic complications," and not only does he state that this may have been such a case, but he 
declares his belief that it was so, adding that it might have arisen from mental, moral, or sexual 
excitement. You will have to dfitermine what weight you will attach to this evidence as com- 
paired with the medical testimony adduced by the Crown. [Having read without comment the 
evidence of Dr. Bainbridge, the medical officer pf St. Martin's workhouse, the learned Judge next 
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called the attention of the jury to the testimony of Mr. Stedily, a surgeon in practice at Chatham, 
who in 1854 had attended % person named Sarah Ann Taylor for trismus and plenro-tothonos.] 
The conTulsions in that case came on in paroxysms, and she is still alive, hut it is important 
that yon shonld bear in mind that it was elicited in cross-examination that the woman had 
received a blow npon her side from her hnshand. The case was therefore one of traumatic 
tetanus, and, having heard it described, you will say whether there were manifested in the course 
of it any symptoms resembling in the slightest degree those that were obserred in the case of 
Cook. In oommenting on the evidence of the witness next in order, Dr. George Robinson of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, the learned Judge remarked, — You have here the testimony of a respectable 
physician, from whose opinions you are called upon to infer that this was a case of epilepsy. Dr. 
Babinson thought that, putting aside the assumption of death by strychnia, Cook may have died 
of epilepsy ; bnt, on being asked by the Attorney-General whether all the sjrmptoms spoken to 
by Mr. Jones were not indicative of death by strychnia, he at once replied, '* They certainly are." 
Nor is it immaterial to remember that the witness failed to mention a single case as having &llen 
nnder his own observation where an epileptic patient retained his consciousness during the fit. Dr. 
Richardson, who, I am bound to say, appears a ve^ respecteble witness, was next examined, and 
was the first to suggest the theory that Cook may have died of anffina pectoris. In 1850 the 
witness had nnder his care a girl of 10 years old, whom he believed to be afflicted with that 
malady, and he has described her symptoms with great minuteness ; but you will remember th&p 
he candidly admitted that if he had known as mudi then as he knows now he would have 
analysed the stomach of the girl after death, with a view to ascertain whether strychnia might 
not be detected. And here again arises the important question I have already propounded for 
your consideration. You will have to determine whether Cook's symptoms were or were not 
consistent with death by strychnia. If they were not, your conclusion will be in favour of the 
prisoner ; if they were consistent with death by strychnia, I do not say that on that fact alone 
you shonld find a verdict against him, but this I say, that it will be your duty to consider the 
fact in connection with other evidence that has been brought before you, in order that yon may 
come to a clear conclnsion as to whether this was a death by strychnia, and, if so, whether the 
prisoner at the bar was tlie man who administered it to the deceased. After Dr. Richardson had 
given his evidence Dr. Wrightson was recalled, and, in reply to a question pnt to him by the 
counsel for the Crown, stated that if a mimmtim dose to destroy life were given and a long 
interval elapsed before death the more complete would be the absorption and the less the chance 
of finding the poison in the stomach. 

Kr. Serjeant Sheb. — ^He added, my Lord, that he should still expect to find it in the spleen, 
liver, and blood. 

Lord Gam PBBI.L. — ^Yon are quite right ; he certainly did say so, and you have done well in 

' calling attention to the statement. [The learned Judge then read, without comment, his notes 

of the evidence given by Catherine Watson and Oliver Pemberton, and added, — ] This is the 

close of the medical testimony adduced on behalf of the prisoner, and I propose that the Court 

should now adjourn for a brief period. 

The Court then adjourned for about 20 minutes, and it may be mentioned, as an instance of 
the tenacity with which the human mind will cling to luype under the most desperate circum- 
stances, that just as he was leaving the dock the prisoner threw over the bar to one of the learned 
gentlemen engaged in his defence a slip of paper, on which W8i<e written, in a clear and firm 
hand, these words, — ''I think they'll find a v^^ct of Not guilty." 

"When'the trial was resumed the learned Judge said, that, having concluded the medical evi- 
dence, he now came to that of the witnesses who spoke as to facts. Having read the evidence of 
Henry Matthews ^ to the time at which the express train, by which alone the prisoner could 
have left London on the Monday night, arrives at Stafford, and that of Joseph Foster, who gave 
it as his opinion that Cook was of weak constitution, and stated that he founded this opinion 
npon having during seven years' time seen him suffer from bilious attacks, the noble Lord said, — 
Of the evidence of the latter witness I must say that this is very slender evidence to show that 
Cook was in such a state of health as might produce the result which has been spoken to by 
several of the witnesses as likely to result from weak health. Upon the evidence of Myatt as to 
the transactions at Shrewsbury, the learned Judge said, — ^The materiality of the evidence of this 
"^tness seems to be to show that Palmer could not have left the room to have brought in such an 
ingredient as it is suggested he used, and that he could not have given anything of the sort to 
Oook. Upon this point Myatt's evidence is at variance with that of the witnesses for the Crown, 
and is not consistent with that of Mrs. Brooke. You are to judge between them. That there 
yas this scene — ^that Cook drank his brandy-and-water and complained that there was something 
in it, and that it was tasted by some one who said that there was nothing in it — ^has been proved 
^y the evidence for the prosecution, and is corroborated by this witness. [His Lordship next read 
the evidence of John Serjeant as to the diseased state of Cook's throat, and as to the effect pro- 
duced upon him by swall<>wing a gingerbread nut containing cayenne pepper. * On this his Lord- 
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sbap olwerved, — '\ You. luro to say ▼hetker thU evidence indttoes you to thiitk, coairary to tlie 
eyjdenoe which yon hftve heard on the other side, that Cook wa» at the time he had these attacks 
UL had health. As to the cayenne pepper nut^ it wovld ha^e happened to any of yon who lufd 
swallowed va^ a ant to etzhibit the same symptoms. Next oones a yery material witnesa, a part 
of whose staJttmflnt would^ if you believe him, be T«ry important — I imaq Jeremiah Sviith. It 
ia for you to say^ looking at the whole of the eridence whjioh he has giiFen, both upon his eatami- 
ilKtion and re-examinatioa, what yaloe yon attaeh to iL In Ike course of reading the evide^oe 
of this witness his Lordship sud, — ^If Smithes testimony aa to what occurred on the Monday 
erening be trae, it wonhl show, to you that the yery identical piSs which Bamford had made were 
in, the. state in which he had prepared them taken by Cook before Palmer arrived from. London, 
at aB events before be weftt to the Talbot Arms. As to the broth* thisre is no explanation why 
it was not sent to the Talbot Arms, where Cook was, b«t waa taken to Palmer's honsa. The 
dressing of CooVa tbroat by Thirlby, which is spoken to by this witness, is material; and it 
is very extra'>rdinaryi that Thirlby is not here to give evidence with respect to it. After 
reading Bmith^s evidence the learned Judge said, -~ Gentlemen, it is for you to say whethei^ yon 
think that this witness is to be believed. Tou saw how he ocwdncted himself, how he aft last 
denied that the signature to a deed which he had attested, and which he reoeived from the pri- 
soner at the bar, was his handwriting. Then, it appears that he <tid reoeiye 51. The oounterloil 
of ike check book of William Palmer is produced, and showa that he gave to this witness & chet^ 
for 51. f which this witness took to the bank and got esahed, and you are to say whether it in not 
dear that Smith received that for attesting this very deed. Further, yon are to say what weight 
you can attach to the evidence of a witness who has been «»gaged in tranaaotiona such aa these 
in which Smith adnuts that he was eoncemed. We are now upon the question of veribcit^, and 
you must say whether 3rou can believe a witness who acknowledges that he was engaged in pro- 
onrittg the insnraaee upon the life of Walter Palmer, who had been a bankrupt six yean ago^ 
and who had no means of living except the aHowance from his friends and the allowance made to^ 
him by the prisoner. He also acknowledged ^hat he wan engaged in the proposal to insuj^ the 
life of Bates for 10,000/., Bates being at that time superintending the afcahlea of the prisoner, 
and living in k)dgi&gs £or which he paid only 6«. 6c(. a-week. Bates apparently had no pro- 
perty, and nothing depended upon his life, yet it was to be insured for 10,000^ Sinith 
gets himself appointed agent to iQi iDsnraace-offioe, with a knewtedjge of these facts, and proposes 
that this insuranre shonid be accepted by the office whidi he repveseats. Can you believe his 
evidence when he acknowledges himself to have been engaged in such fraudulent transsietions, 
and, being now examined upon his oath, denies his own attestaiaon to that dooument ? Of his 
(credit yon are the judges. His evidence would be material as to what took place on the evening 
of Uonday, because it would show that the pills which Cook took Idnt night were taken aathey 
were prepared by Bamford, and before the prisoner at the bar coold have luhd any oj^ortunity of 
sttbBtttuting others for them. The evidence as to what took place on the Tuesday night remaiBS 
exactly aa it stood at the conclusion of the caae for the Crown. The only other evidence is this 
letter from Cook to Palmer : — 

"Lntterwearth, Jan, 4, 1855. 

''My dear Sir,-r-X sent up to Lond^ on Tuesday to back St. Hub^ for 50£., and my commis- 
sion has returned 10 to 1. I have therefore bo<^ed 250 to 25 against him, to gain money. There 
is a small balance of 18L due to you, which I forgot to give you the other day.^ T<^ WiV to 
debit me with it on account of your share of training Pyrrhine. I wUl also write to him to do 
so, as there wiD he a balance due from him to me. Yours faithfiiUy, 

«'W. Pa'mer, Esq. '*J. Pabsq«3 Coo*;' . 

Now, gentlemen, this shows, what has nerer been disputed, tiiat Ooek and tbe prisoner had 
transaotions together in bets ; but it does not at all oontradict what appears from the other 
evidence, that the prisoner had large dealings in whieh Cook had no conoera. He (Palmer) had 
boi^rowed these large soma from Pratt and from Wright upon biUs purporting to be ^ooepted by 
his mother, but which h^s mother did not accept, and which were forged, how, genAjenen (con- 
tinued the learned Judge), this is the evidence on the part of the prisoner at tbe bar. Yen. are 
to say how far it aiEBCts the case for the proseoation. fio far as concerns ijbe pecuniary transaetians 
between the parties, with rerpect to tiie motive by whieh the tirisoner may have be» aetoated, 
yon witi probably think that the case remains untouched. Then, gentlemen, comes that most 
important questien whether the symptoms exhibited by the deceased were consistent with drath 
frem poisoning by strychnia. It is ibr yon to say whether yonr epnion upon that subject is 
altered by the evidence given on the part of the prisoner. Several of tbe witaeaeea called on his 
behalf have said that ^eee symptoms were reconcileable with, poisoninff by strychnine, but in 
tile absence of evidence of the adnrinistration of that poison they will not s«'ty that the symptoms 
arose from Ul With regard to the fiusts of the case you have the witness Myatt, whose account 
of what occurred at the Baven Hotel, at Shrewsbury* with resnect to the bi-ai^dy-and- water, 
diiEers frem iiiat given by the witnesses for the prosecutiott ; ano th» witness Jeremiah Smithi 
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respecting what took place vrhen the prisoner returned from London On Monday night ; it is for 
jou to say whether you can rely upon that evidence, to alter any opinion which you had 
Ibrmed before it was given. The conduct of the prisoner remains. As to that no answer 
lias been given, either with regard to his anxiety to have the body speedily fastened up, 
-with respect to the betting-book, or with respect to the tampering with the postboy and 
with the coroner. Above all, no explanation has been given of what became of the strydinta 
pareha-ed on the Tuesday morning, which has been proved, and which stands entirely 
HBCO&tradicted. Of the purpose for which that was bought no explanation has been given. The 
' ^ase Is now in your hands. Unless by the evidence for the prosMution a clear conviction has 
been brought to your minds of the guilt of the prisoner, it is your duty to acquit him. Tou are 
not to convict him on suspicion, even on strong suspicion. There must be a strong conviction in 
jimr mittds that he is guilty of this offence ; and if yon have any reasonable doubt you will give 
hioi the benefit, of that doubt. But if you come to the dear conclusion that he is guilty, you will 
not be deterred irom doing your duty by any consideration sjjich as has been suggested to you. 
Yon will remember the oath that yon have taken, and you will act upon it. Gentlemen, I now 
dismiss you to consider your verdict,- and may God direct you ! [At the close of his address the 
learned Judge was sensibly affected. His voice trembled with emotion, and the concluding 
sentenoes were almost inaudible.] 

Mr. Serjeant Sbkb. — ^The question which your Lordship has submitted to the jury is whether 

Obok's symptoms were consistent with death by strychnia. I submit 

. Lord Campbhll. — That is not the question which I have submitted to the jury ; it is a 
-question. I have told them that unless they consider the symptoms connstent with death by 
strychnia they ought to acquit the prisoner. 

Mr. Serjeant Sheb. — It is my duty not to be deterred by any expression of displeasure ; it is 
mj duty to a much higher tribunal than even your Lordships* to submit what oceurs to me to be 
the proper question. I submit to your Lordships that the question whether Cook's symptoms are 
^sonsistent with dealih by strychnia is a wrong question, unless it is followed by this, *'* and incon- 
sistent with death by other and natural causes," and that the question should be whether the 
medical evidence establishes beyond all reasonable doubt the death of Cook by stryohnia. It is 
xny duty to submit that. It is your Lordships* duty, if lam wrong, to overrule it. 

Mr. Baron Aldkrson. — It is done already. You hare done it in your speech. 

Lord Camhbkll (addresaing the jury), — Gentlemen, I did not submit to you that the question 
upon which alone your verdict was to turn was whether the symptoms of Cook were those of 
strychnia, but I said that that was a most material question, and I desired you to consider it. 
I said Uiat if you thought that he died from natural disease — ^that he did not die from poisoning by 
■strychnia — you should acquit the prisoner ; but then I went on to say that if you were of opinion 
that the symptoms were consistent with death from strychnia, you should consider the other 
CTidence given in the case to see whether strychnia had been administered to him, and whether 
it had be^ administered by the prisoner at the bar. These are the questions that I again put 
to you. If you come to the conclusion that these sympt(»ns were consistent with death from 
strychnia, do you believe that death actually resulted from the administration of strychnia, and 
that that strychnia was administered by the prisoner at the bar ? Do not Und a verdict of 
guilty unless you believe that the strychnia was administered to the deceased by the prisoner at 
the bar ; but, if you believe that, it is your duty to God and man to find the prisoner guilty. 

At the conclusion of this address from the Lord Chief- Justice the Jury retired from the oourt, 
at eighte<^n minutes after two o'clock. 

Ill The Jury re-entered their box at twenty-five minutes to four, after an absence of one hour and 
seTenteen minutes, and the prisoner, who had been removed upon the retirement of the Jury, 
was placed in the dock at the same moment. 

The buzz of excitement which ran round the court on the re-appearance of the Jury, was 
instantly hushed by the formal question of the Clerk of the Arraigns, who asked, "Gentlemen 
of the Jury, are you all unanimous in your verdict ?" 

The Foreman. — We are. 

The Clerk of the Arraigns. — ^Howsay you, gentlemen, do you find the prisoner at the bar 
guilty, or not guilty ? 

The Foreman (rising, and in a d'stinct and firm tone.)— We find the prisoner GUILTY. 

The prisoner, who exhibited some slight pallor and the least possible shade of anxiety upon 
the return of the jury to the box, almost instantly recovered his self-possession and his demeanom* 
of comparative indifference. He maintained his firmness and perfect calmness after the delivery 
of the verdict ; and when the sentence was being passed, he looked an interested, although 
utterly unmoved spectator. We think we may truly say that during the whole of this protracted 
trial his nerve and citlmness have never for a moment forsaken him. 

The Clerk of the Arraigns.— Prisoner at the bar, you stand convicted of murder ; what have 
you to say why the Court sliould not give you judgment to die according to law ? 
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(Tlic <?[uesti<^ is' one of a formal natijre, ftncl the jiHIoiier madie n6 aH>>^Jli^: 
' (The kfuned. Judges then aasum^d th^ Wack cap ; aud • ^ ' • ♦ . • 

Th<j Ijord Chihf Justice pronoBneed sentence in the followihg tejems t-^tViiii^a^ PalBier, after 
ft ]ot|g.aud impartial trial you 'have been convicted by a jury of yqur coimtry ot ttie crime of 
^wUftil murder. In that verdiot my two learned brothers, .wjio harve ao 'aoxiously wajiched thi« 
trial,, and myself entirely co^car, and we consider • the convictio.i^ altogether satisfactory. The 
ease is attempted witk^ncb eircnmstanc^ of aggravatioB that I wUl not dare to touoh upon them. 
Whether this be tbe ^rst and only offence of this sort which you have committed i^ certainly 
.Icnown oiiily to God^and your own consdence. It j^ aeldom ^t such a fam^iarity with *,tii^ 
means of death shoulU be shown withoint long experience; but for this offeEoe^ of which yon" 
hskvp been found guilty^ your life is forfeited. You must prepare- to die y and I trust tha^t,. as- 
you can expect no mercy. in this, world, you wil^,^ by a repentance of yoiy: crimes,, seek 
to.obtdin meieey from Almighty God. The act .,of Pi^rli^pfienti on which you have "been 
^tried, and under which you have been.bropght to", the bar of tluB court, at yoitr own 
request, gives leave, to the Court to direct -that; the t sentence. -under such circumsJBanees 
, shall be executed either within the jurisdiction.- of' . the Central Criminal Court or ia 
'the county where the oj0fence was commijited. We think that, for the -sake, of -example the 
sentence ought to be executed in the county of Stafford. I hope that that terrible;<^xa^]^^ wHI 
•deter oth^s frOm conmfittiAg such a2brdcious crimes ; and that i^ will be .se^% whatever arti or 
' cautioii; or experience may accomplish, that sooh an o^Tence will surely be detected apd pui^pied. 
However destructive 'poison may be; it is so ordained by Frovidenee, for the saf^y of itp 
creatures, that there are means of detecting and punishing those who administer it. . • I again 
implore you to repent, and to prepare for the awful change which, ^waits you. I .will not se^k t» 
i^arrow up your feelings by any enumeisition of the 'circumstances of thisibul murder ; but. I will 
content myself now by passing npon you the senteiice of tli^-la>y, which 13, r-*h*fc you be taken 
■fr<?m^hence to the g9ol of JjTewgate, and -be theijce remoT»^to^tbe gacii of the county of Staffwd, 
.being the^county in which the o^uce for w;hich yw* stand convicted, was Qommitted, and tjiat 
you be taken thenee. to the place of .ti&ef^io;a,'^aud he there -hanged by the .neck until you be 
dead, and that yo^r body be afterwards; l|uried within 'thfe^preoinots of the prison in -y^'hiGhyoo 
shall be last confined after your convictioni and may the Lord of He^v^n have mercy on your 
soul !— Amen. . .... 

The prisoner was immediately removed f^om the dock, and the. trial was at an end. ' 

Mr. JaUieSy Q..C., applied that the "bills bearing the acceptance of Mrs. Sarah Palmer, whick 
had been proved to have been forged, should be imponuded-ran application which tlie Court 
without hesitation granted. , . ' 

Turning then to the jury, : > 

; The LoED' Chief Justicb said,-^I beg to return to you^. Gentlemen, ^ihe-warm thJanks of my 
learned brothers and Inyseif for the servipe which you have rendered to your <s6u|itry upon tJiis 
occasion, Youir conduct, throughout tihis pr.otracted trial, which you have attended^ ,no doub^ at 
much' serious inconvenience to yourselves, has been such as to merit our utmost commendatm. 
I only hope, and I doubt not,. that you will bo rewarded for your patient attention aii4 for ike 
sacrifices which you "have mad^ by, the approbation of your own conficienees and the approving 
voice of your country. - > > - ; 

Turning next, to the Sheriffs, his Lordship continued i — We have also to tlia^k tjie Sheriffs 
of London for the maimer in which the court has been kept during ^he trial) for th^ excelkat 
arrangements, ajad for the fecilities which they appear to . have afforded to ^vexy one who had 
any busiaess here to trai^^k^t. 

. Before quitting the ben<^ the learned Judge? signed- the -wairants &r 4ilie roxnoval of the 
prisoner to the gaol of Stafford, and for the execution to be earned oi^jb there by the- Sheriffs of 
that couiity. . » , . ; ; . 
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